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HENRY SALT, ESQ. RR.S. 



CHAPTER I. 

Mr. Salt's " Plain statement of facts" relative to Belzoni. 

The two letters in the preceding chapter were 
written, it is to be observed, at a period subsequent 
to the unworthy treatment Mr. Salt had expe- 
rienced from Mr. Belzoni, and certainly display 
anything rather than an hostile disposition towards 
that individual. The subjoined statement, drawn 
from authentic documents, many of which are 
probably still in existence, is in the hand-writing 
of Mr. Salt, and was not written till the middle 
of October 1821, and after Mr. Belzoni's work 
had been some time published. The insidious 
attacks directed against Mr. Salt in that publi- 

TOL. II. B 
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cation^ and through other channels^ at length in- 
duced him to draw up, for the information of his 
friends in England, an account of the real circum- 
stances of the case. He was unwilling at that 
period that it should be submitted to the public, 
from the wish of not injuring Belzoni, and was 
merely desirous that it should be shown to those 
among his friends whose good opinion he most 
valued ; whether this request were complied with, 
in the generality of instances, I have no means of 
ascertaining — I only know that* I never even 
heard of the existence of such a statement till 
about a twelvemonth back, when it was placed 
with other papers in my hand, by a common 
friend, to publish it or not to publbh it, as I 
might judge most expedient. Had the matter 
been kept strictly private, J certainly should have 
adopted the latter alternative; but as Mr. Bel- 
zoni, in his work, has thought proper to lay before 
the public very unfounded assertions respecting 
the transaction, all delicacy on the subject appears 
to be at an end, and common justice requires that 
the memory of Mr. Salt should no longer suffer 
from the suppression of a document which gives a 
totally different colour to the transaction, and 

* This probably arose from accident, or mere forgetful- 
ness 
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places his good feelings in a most favourable point 
of view. On the score of imprudence, however, 
(in first giving his confidence to a foreign adven- 
turer, and secondly in the great sacrifices he made 
to appease his capricious selfishness and over- 
weening vanity,) Mr. Salt, it must be conceded, 
cannot be so readily acquitted. The following is 
his statement of the case. 

" A PLAIN STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

" Mr, Belzoni having failed in the water ma- 
chine made for the Pasha, owing to the intrigues 
of his enemies, was reduced to some distress, 
when being strongly recommended to me by Sheik 
Ibrahim (Mr. Burkhardt), and his manners being 
remarkably engaging, I determined, in conjunc- 
tion with Sheik Ibrahim, to employ him in bring- 
ing down the large head, and at the same time I 
furnished him with some thousand piastres to 
excavate and buy antiquities on my account. 
The instructions we gave him about the head, 
which he has published, and which, he says, are 
' written in an assuming style,' were also signed 
by Mr. Burkhardt, my associate in the undertak- 
ing, OS the original now in my possession testifies, 
and the firmaun from the Pasha, for liberty of 
excavation, &:c. expressly states Mr. Belzoni to be 
B 2 
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a person employed by me ; without wbidh he 
would not have been permitted to have carried 
on such an undertaking. Mr. Belzoni, in hiS 
work, says, * Being a native of that part of Italy 
which had lately come under the Austrian domi- 
nions, I might have applied to the Austrian Con 
sul to obtain a firmaun from the Pasha ; but, as I 
enjoyed British protection, I applied to the British 
Consul :' now these few lines contain a fair speci- 
men of the candour to be met with throughout his 
work. 

^ In the first place, Mr. Belzoni knows that he 
studiously avoided letting it be known in Egypt 
that he was from the new Austrian dominions, 
and that he invariably represented himself to be a 
^ Roman.' The memorandum in the consular 
oflSce, left by my predecessor. Colonel Misset, is 
as follows, ^ Mr. Belzoni came to Egypt with a 
British passpoit, and, having no natural protector 
(being a subject of the Pope), was in consequence 
admitted to the privileges of a British proteg^.' 

" Secondly, he knows that had he been under 
his legitimate protection, the Austrian Consul 
would not have procured him a firmaun to exca- 
vate, but merely a common passport to visit the 
antiquities, &c. from the Pasha, as firmauns to 
excavate were extremely difficult to procure, and 
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then given only to Consuls, the idea being alto- 
gether new, and having excited, as Mr. Belzoni's 
work shows, considerable jealousy among the 
Turks. And, thirdly, he knows that he did not, 
through me, obtain any firinaun to work on his 
own account, nor did he think of even asking 
for it, as he knows it would have been refused. 
Mr. Belzoni says in his work, ' It has been erro- 
neously stated tliat I was • regularly employed 
by Mr. Salt, &c. I positively deny that I was 
ever engaged by hiin in any shape whatever." 

" The following extracts from his own letters 
will at least prove that he considered himself 
as commissioned by me and as acting under my 
orders— and, as he confesses that all expenses 
were paid by me, this appears to me to amount 
to nearly the same conclusion. 

• The Reviewer of his work, in the ■ Journul <les Savane,' 
(rfwerves, '■ Nous ne discuterons pas noa plus avec lui une 
question a laquelle il senible attucher uue grande import- 
ance) c'esi de savoir a'il ^tait employe regulierement par Mr. 
Salt, c'est-^-dire, s'll €tait a Ha soldc, ou a'il faieait des re- 
cherches pour son propre plaieir, mais avec Targenl du Con- 
sul Anglais et au profit du Musee Britonnique ; distinction 
fort delicate, qui rappetle un peu rinimense difference que 
Cornellle, dans !e Bourgeois, ftablit enlre un marcliand de 
drap, et on liominc qui donne du drap a ses cminaissanccs 
pour de I'orgenL" 1, too, xliould be disposed not to coolest 
the point, did I not lliink it a duty to my friends to let 
ihem know the true slate of the facts. — II. Salt. 
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{E.r tract.) 

' August 14th, 1816. 

* You must be informed also^ that the Ca- 
cheef of Erneut has taken a fancy to the 
very fine pair of pistols I have on board (these 
belonged to me^ H. Salt), and he made me 
understand that it was what he wished for. 
I told him that I was only in commission, and 
that I could not give what was not my own.' 

^^In another letter, dated the 6 th of October 
1816, he says, * The Temple of Abusimbal is 
nearly opened, and ready for you when you please 
to take your journey to that country/ And again 
October 10th, * It is understood with the Cacheef 
that I shall go up to finish the work (the opening 
of Abusimbal Temple) ; if I do not, it will be done 
for somebody else. If it meets your approbation 
that I should go through with it, I must request 
you, sir, to have the goodness to send me two 
thousand piastres by the courier.' 

" Afterwards, this operation was put off to the 
next year, and Mr. Belzoni came down with the 
great head to Cairo, when the different destination 
of the several objects he had brought down must 
have been clearly understood by him (though I 
was not myself on the spot), as will appear by the 
following extract of a letter from Mr. Burkhardt 
addressed to me, then at Alexandria. 
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' ISlhof Dec. 1816, Cairo. 

' Mr. Belzoni has succeeded beyond the most 
sanguine hopes you could entertain, and cer- 
tainly done his utmost to execute his commission 
in full. He has brought, besides the head, seven 
statues, which will be a most valuable ornament 
to your future gallery. One of them is what 
he calls " the young man," a sitting figure, I 
rather believe a portrait, with the rara's-head 
on his knees. The others resemble those two 
statues Mr. Bankes carried off, and of which 
the French liave given a drawing. Belzoni dug 
them out at Karnak all upon one spot, and says 
that sixteen others, exact copies, were transported 
by him to the beach, where they were left for 
youi- orders.' 

" On my return to Cairo we came to a settle- 
ment, and I must attest that it was with great 
reluctance that we could get Mr. Belzoni to ac- 
cept anything for what he had so zealously per- 
formed; at length, at ray repeated soUcitations 
(which he chooses to forget), and from my stating 
that if he did not take anything, it would render 
it impossible for me to give him another commis- 
sion as I proposed, he consented to receive what 
we had offered him, about four thousand piastres : 
of this, two thousand were put down to the 
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account of the head, of which I paid half, and 
the rest was paid exclusively by me. I draw 
these particulars from accounts in my possession, 
signed by Mr. Belzoni, so that he does not act 
quite fairly in stating that what was given * was 
obtained as if reluctantly from me by Mr. 
Burkhardt.' 

" Besides this, I conceded to him two of the best 
of those statues left above, which he afterwards 
disposed of to the Count de Forbin for, I believe, 
seven thousand piastres (then one hundred and 
seventy five pounds), which was not, after all, 
making so bad a voyage of it, he having been 
employed only from June to January. Con- 
fiding in the apparent respectability of his cha- 
racter, and from my experience of his talents, 
I engaged him in 1817 to undertake a second 
voyage, to be carried on at my exclusive ex- 
pense, without entering into any direct stipula- 
tions as to his remuneration, conceiving he had 
been satisfied with our first settlement, and not 
suspecting we should ever have any difference 
on the subject. It was determined also that 
Mr. Beechey, my Secretary, should accompany 
him, chiefly for the purpose of affording that 
gentleman an opportunity of studying and making 
designs of the fine monuments existing at Thebes. 
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They were accordingly furnished witli a still 
stronger finnaun, by the Pasha, as being i/i my 
employ ; and at the latter end of Februaiy 1817, 
they departed, equipped witli every thing that 
could tend to their convenience or comfort during 
their expedition, 

" Mr. Belzoni now continued actively engaged 
in ray service until the month of October, every 
possible expense incurred, both as far as ce- 
spected their researches as well as their personal 
accommodation, being paid by me, as Mr. Beechey, 
through whom the money passed, can testify.* 
The brilliant success which Mr. Belzoni met with, 
as well as the difficulties he had to encounter, 
are pretty faithfully narrated in his work ; I shall 
not, therefore, enter into any detail on this 
head, but shall merely refer to a passage {page 
197) where, sj>caking of the unpleasant affair 
with the Deftardar Bey, he says, ' ^Ve had 
written to Cairo informing Mr. Salt, the Consul, 
of all that had passed with the Bey, but indeed, 
unless a person is present at such occurrences, 
he can fed no Inlcrest in them, nor understand 



• Mr. Beechey personally informeil me some years ago 
that this was the tacL He added, that Dekoni nas uf so 
su*ptdous and dissatisfied a dispo)^iIioIl, tliat ii wns Id 
forae res[)ecla diffieult to keep on any terms nilh liiin. — E. 
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the disgust they excite/ How far this is correct, 
will appear by the following extract of my 
answer to the letters above alluded to, addressed 
to Mr. Beechey, to whom it was my practice 
to write more fully as in answer to both, and 
which extract will also clearly show that there 
was no pretence set up on my part, as Mr. 
Belzoni would lead his readers to suppose, of 
their being employed by Grovemment, or for 
the British Museum, as there could not, after 
this letter, I should think, be any misunderstand- 
ing on the subject. 

*May 12th, 1817. 

• I received your letters by the courier the 
day before yesterday, he having been only ten 
days on his journey, and this morning, being 
the first opportunity that presented itself, I 
went to the Pasha. I had another affair about 
Government, which I first settled. I afterwards 
begged a private conference, and informed him, 
in full, of the very unjustifiable conduct of the 
Deftardar Bey towards Mr. Belzoni, and of his 
having, in his sight, bastinadoed the Sheik ; and 
required from him immediate satisfaction, or, 
that otherwise, I should directly send for you 
back, and take care how J again trusted any 
person attached to me, to go within the dis- 
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tricts under his the Deftardar's rule. The 
Pasha appeared much vexed and hurt at what 
had passed, and declared that he would write 
such a letter as should prevent any such treat- 
ment in future. A courier express from him- 
self is to be sent with this letter, and I trust 
it will produce the desired effect. I feel most 
particularly for the unpleasantness of your situ- 
ation, but it is a circumstance which no fore- 
sight could prevent, and that nothing but the 
most consummate prudence could have brought 
to its present termination ; for when a barbarian 
is once enraged, no prospect of future con- 
sequences can arrest his intent, nor abate his 
passion. 

*I wish you, however, clearly to understand, 
that I do not agree with you in consideiiug 
this to be a national insult, or as having anything 
to do with ray Consular character. You must 
be aware that neither yourself, nor Mr. Bclzoni, 
are at present engaged in any official employ ; 
you are simply in the same situation as two 
travellers forming a collection, and are therefore 
only entitled to such reparation as any English 
gentleman would have a right to expect. It 
is absolutely necessary that this should be ex- 
plicitly understood, for as you know I have no 
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authority from Government for employing any 
person in such pursuits, and that I am bearing 
the whole expense and collecting for myself, you 
can only be considered as acting in a private 
capacity. The insult to Mr. Belzoni was of a 
nature not to be overlooked, and I trust the 
prompt satisfaction accorded by the Pasha may 
have the best effect, in convincing the Deftardar 
Bey that no man under British protection can 
be insulted with impunity. I would rather give 
up all idea of collecting than be embroiled in 
continual quarrels on that account. The beating 
of the Sheik, though undoubtedly very revolting, 
it was better to treat publicly, as Mr. Belzoni 
did, as having no reference to us, since the 
Deftardar Bey thought it necessary to assign 
another cause for the act ; for in all cases where 
you have to deal with such people, it is a ne- 
cessary act of policy never to take to yourself 
an insult for which the party concerned deems it 
prudent to assign another cause.* 

* The affair of Yanni (one of my servants who 
had been ill-treated by the Arabs) is chiefly to 

* I do not know that 1 have ever met with a shrewder, or 
more sensible observation tlian the one contained in these 
few last lines, and, as far as my experience goes, it is 
entirely new. — E. 
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be attributed to your want of a Janisary to 
deliver you from this unpleasant predicament ; 
I have therefore engaged the Albanian, who was 
with Mr, Bankes, in my service, and have sent 
him up to join you, and I would wish you, in 
consequence, to stay at Thebes until his arrival. 
I send you a small stock of medicines, some of 
the knives bought at Alexandria, some rice, 
tobacco, dried apricots, and wine. I have made 
arrangements with Cochini that you may have 
what money may be necessary. Say everything 
kind on my part to Mr. Belzoni, and repeat my 
delight at the discovery of the head, vases, and 
papyri. ' Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) H. Salt.' 

" That this letter was received, and commu- 
nicated to Mr. Belzoni, will appear from the 
following extract from Mr. Beechey's reply to it. 

'June 12th, Philoe, 1817. 
* Here we received the return of the courier 
we despatched to you from Luxor. The con- 
tents of your letter were not a little pleasing to 
us, as they convinced us that you did not attri- 
bute to any misconduct on our part, the oc- 
currence of the late disgraceful acts of partiality 
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and injustice. You have misunderstood a part 
of my letter firom Luxor, and say in answer, * I 
wish you clearly to understand that I do not 
agree with you in considering this to be a national 
insult, &c/ (quoting my former letter) : * of this we 
are perfectly aware, and I have all along made a 
point of acting with these impressions/ 

*' Every new courier, after this, brought me an 
account of some valuable discovery; and when 
I left Cairo for Thebes, I could not but feel the 
most anxious desire to do all in my power to 
remunerate Mr. Belzoni, and to promote his 
future prospects. I arrived with Lord Belmore's 
family at Thebes in November 1817, where, after 
spending several days in admiration of the new 
discoveries, they left me and proceeded on to 
Nubia. It was a few days after Lord Belmore's 
departure, if I recollect rightly, that Mr. Belzoni 
began to address me in rather an ambiguous 
style on the subject of payment, saying that * It 
was time to think of his own interests ; he had 
worked long enough for others, and desired to 
know how I intended to remunerate him.' I 
answered, that it had always been my intention, 
as I had mentioned to Mr. Burkhardt, to allow 
him, even if he had found nothing, from three 
to five hundred piastres a month, according to 
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circumstances, as a salary independent of all ex- 
penses or other considerations ; but, I added, your 
exertions have been so great and your success 
so far beyond my expectations, that the subject 
requires farther consideration, and therefore I 
must wave an immediate reply. I pointed out 
at the same time that, for the moment, I had it 
not in my power to do so much as I could 
wish, my expenses having been great, and nothing 
yet secured (I alluded to all the articles being 
then at Thebes) to repay me for what I had 
advanced. 

" On the same day, to satisfy his mind, which 
appeared to me uneasy, I told him that, in con- 
sideration of the great services he had rendered 
me, I had determined to allow him a thousand* 
piastres (then upwards of twenty-five pounds) 
per month, from the time of his quitting Alex- 
andria, up to the completion of what he had so 
well begun ; that I would besides cede to him any 
articles I might be able to spare which might 
prove advantageous to him (of which he then 
pointed out several) ; and that he might I)e assured 
I would give him other satisfactory proofs of my 

• The Pasha's physicianB at this lime liad five hundred 
piastres a month, without any other allowance, aud this 
to Mr. fielzoni was distinct of all expenBes — H. S. 
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regard. With this he expressed himself satisfied, 
and the subject was for some days dropped. 

** The first time it was again renewed (about 
four or five days after, if I am not mistaken) 
was in the presence of several English travellers 
then passing through Thebes, and, I believe, Mr. 
Beechey ; when, upon some remark made by me 
about the time in which Mr. Belzoni had been 
in my employ, he suddenly broke out in the 
most violent terms and declared, • to my great 
astonishment, that * he had never been employ- 
ed by me, that he had been working for the 
British Nation, (being the first time he had ever 
started such a notion,) and that he would be 
satisfied to go without reward ; that he was an 
independent man,' &c. To this I answered 
with moderation, explaining to the gentlemen 
present the total inconsistency of such assertions, 
and stating to them what I had arranged for his 
remuneration, and which, I thought, was acting 
liberally towards him ; to which, I recollect, the 
whole party agreed and declared that no ur- 
gency on his part ought to compel me to pledge 
myself to more, as any farther remuneration I 
might be inclined to make must be left to con- 
tingent circumstances. 

" From this time the conduct of Mr. Belzoni 
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became strangely changed : rejjeated and very 
unpleasant altercations took place, in which he 
unfolded pretensions to which I informed hira 1 
could never accede, while throughout he exhibited 
an unfounded jealousy of my assuming all the 
merit of these discoveries, in spite of my repeated 
assurances that no person could estimate his ex- 
ertions higher, or be more disposed to render him 
Jnore ample justice, as all my letters to England 
would attest ; while I added, that 1 looked upon 
myself, with regard to him, in no other light than 
as a gentleman might consider himself relatively 
to an architect whom he had employed to build a 
house, having given the commission and supplied 
the means, whilst he, as the architect of the 
building, had all the merit of the actual dis- 
coveries. 

" At last, on his leaving Thebes to take dowa 
some of the antiquities to Cairo, it was finally 
agreed that for the present, until he could consult 
his friends, alt discussion respecting the past 
should be suspended ; that he should go down to 
Cairo, disembark the articles on board my boat, 
and return to Thebes with the necessary appa- 
ratus to remove for me the alabaster sarcophagus. 
I gave him the necessary orders to meet the 
expenses, and mentioned that I would allow him 

VOL. II. ':■ 
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a thousand piastres a month for the future; to 
which he objected, but, on my insisting, at last 
said, ' You may give me what you please, but 
this must be a distinct matter.' At Cairo he con- 
tinued longer than I could have expected, and at 
last the boat returned without him, and by a 
letter he informed me that * he would set off in a 
few days, being detained by a little private busi- 
ness.' What that business was he did not explain, 
and it was from other persons that I was informed 
of his discoveries at the Pyramids. 

^^ At length, finding that Mr. Belzoni's stay 
was procrastinated beyond all reasonable time, I 
determined to go down myself. I found Mr. 
Belzoni residing in my house; but his conduct 
still continued as before, demonstrating very un- 
reasonable jealousy lest I should take to myself 
all the merits of his discoveries, and showing his 
adherence to certain vague pretensions founded on 
an exaggerated idea of the value of the articles he 
had found for me, which in one of his letters to 
me he estimates at ' twenty thousand pounds.'^ 

* I do not know what effect this estimate might have had 
on Mr. Salt's ovm notion of the value of his collection, but, 
if it amounted to a quarter of the sum, he was shortly, as 
will afterwards appear, to be somewhat cruelly imdeceived 
when he offered it to the British Museum. — £. 
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" As I felt, however, that his noble discovery 
of the p}rrainid of Cephrenes gave him additional 
claims on my regard, I continued the same quiet 
line of remonstrance and forbearance, doing justice 
to his merits, and succeeded at last, as I thought, 
in some measure, in calming his perturbed spirit. 
This led, after a full explanation, (in which I 
proved to him that he never had the slightest 
foundation for supposing the antiquities he had 
collected to belong to the British Museum, the 
whole expense having been borne by me,) to an 
amicable and final settlement, in which I engaged 
to give him five hundred pounds, several articles of 
value, and allowed him an ultimate share in the 
sarcophagus, should the Museum pay me for it 
more than two thousand pounds, &c. I also con- 
sented to let the agreement run in the form of 
* under my auspices and at my expense,' instead 
of • whUe in my employ,' which Mr. Belzoni 
seemed to think of infinite importance. A copy 
of the agreement is annexed, marked (A). 

** Thus, all our differences, as I thought, being 
happily adjusted, Mr. Belzoni departed, to fulfil 
his part of the contract, to Thebes ; after shaking 
me heartily by the hand at parting, with the 
expression, * I hope we shall continue the best 
fiiends/ On this occasion I wrote to Mr. 

c 2 
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Beechey, who was still at Thebes, and directed 
him to favour Mr. Belzoni in collecting, and 
otherwise to render him every assistance in his 
power. He afterwards complained, in one of his 
letters to me, that he experienced some difficulty 
in not being permitted to dig in places that I had 
myself marked; on which I again desired Mr. 
Beechey to let him have any of these he might 
desire, except the spot behind the two colossi, 
where I had begun myself to excavate ; and also 
desired him not to buy anything, except statues, 
that he might leave the whole open to Mr. Bel- 
zoni ; and this the latter acknowledged in the fol- 
lowing terms: — * July. I am extremely obliged 
to you for the good intentions in ordering -Mr. 
Beechey not to buy any more antiques except 
statues.' And again : * The places you mention 
that Mr. Beechey is to give over to me, I feel my- 
self under obligation for, and do all in my power 
to show it : though it will be mere chance whether 
I find anything or no, yet your good intention 
will be considered equal to the best success.' And 
in the same letter he speaks of his * great esteem 
and respect for me.' He afterwards continued to 
complain of his want of success ; but it appears 
that his complaints were not solely applicable to 
himself. 



I 
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" On the 18th of June he wrote to me as fol- 
lows: — ' The works are going on, but discovery 
becomes very scarce to all parties.' And Mr. 
Beechey, some time after, wrote, ' Nothing has 
been since discovered but two colossal heads, very 
much mutilated, near the place where your's was 
dug out, behind the colossi at Gournou. Nothing 
has lately been found, either, at Kamak by any 
one." The fact is, nothing of any consequence 
was found by my agents this year, except the 
nrne-feet colossal statue discovered in ray excava- 
tions behind the two colossi of the plain. Mr. 
Belzoni's account of this discovery affords an in- 
stance of more than his usual want of candour. 
It must be remembered that, in our last agree- 
ment, I had stipulated that "Mr. Belzoni should 
give my agent such assistance as might appear to 
him advisable.' Now, as I have before mentioned, 
I had expressly reserved to myself the spot behind 
the two colossi, and, under date June 4th, Mr, 
Belzoni thus wrote to raei^'I have just ob- 
served the ground you have dug behind the two 
colossi, and, as the work is nearly half done, I 
tbiok it will be advantageous to proceed to the 
end of it, and take out what is worthy of remov- 
ing, otherwise the Nile will soon come and cover 
the whole of it : I hope you will approve of this 
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proceeding, as it is done without direction, and as 
I have no business to interfere with your affairs. * 
For which I thus thanked him : * June 25th, 
Cairo. — I am sincerely obliged to you for the ju- 
dicious advice you gave to Mr. Beechey as to fol- 
lowing up my excavations behind the colossal 
figures ; I myself recommended to him at parting 
(which he had probably forgotten) to keep a few 
men always digging there.' 

" Some time after, Mr. Belzoni happened to be 
directing the operations of my men, according to 
his engagements, when the statue was discovered, 
and he then used the expression, as a person then 
present can attest, * See how lucky I am exca- 
vating for others, and how unlucky when for 
myself!' How different from this is the account 
given in his book ! And that his advice upon 
this occasion was not given gratis, I may mention 
that, during the whole of this year, while engaged 
in the drawings and models of the tomb, (in which 
he received every assistance and encouragement 
we could afford him,) both he and his artist, Mr. 
Ricci, lived entirely at my expense, a table for all 
being kept at my desire by Mr. Beechey, and put 
down to my charge, to which I was by no means 
obliged by our contract. One word also on the 
expedition to Berenice : all I know of it is, that 



it cost me several thousand piastres, l>eing under- 
taken, as Mr, Beechey assured me Ijefore Mr. 
Belzoni's face, on my account — Mr. Betzoni paid 
only for his own camel. 

" At the end of this year, 1818, I went up to 
Thebes with Mr. Bankes, and though Mr. Belzoni 
still evinced symptoms of discontent, it was re- 
solved, before we parted, that he should go on 
excavating for me on a new agreement, that I 
should supply him with money and jiay his ex- 
penses, while he was to have for his trouble one- 
third, if I remember rightly, of whatever should 
be found. Upon this engagement Mr. Belzoni 
spent about fifteen hundred piastres, which I sup- 
plied him with, without finding, as he reported 
to me, a single article, — and yet this, he says, was 
the best bargain he ever made with me, — when 
the shameful attack was made upon him by 
Messrs. Lelwlo and Rosignani, at Carnak, which 
led him to quit the place, and for which he well 
knows I did all in my power to procure him 
redress. 

" From this time I saw no more of Mr. Belzoni 
until our day of settlement, the 12th of May 
1819, when he came to my house at night to 
Cairo, as we were then in quarantine. After 
settling all our accounts, we found a balance was 
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due to him, after what he had drawn in advance, 
of I69/.9 which I made up 200/., and gave him a 
draft for it, negotiable in Egypt, on Messrs. 
Drummonds. On the day following I went over 
my collection with him, and gave him all the 
articles I could spare, which he gratefully ac- 
cepted, and — as Mr. Fuller,* a gentleman pre- 
sent, who is now probably in London, can declare 
— seemed quite a satisfied man, and expressed a 
hope in parting that we should continue friends, 
and promised occasionally to give me information 
of his proceedings ; but it seems that the Alex- 
andrian air brought on his fever again, for there 
he once more began to talk of my taking all the 
merit to myself of his discoveries, &c., and on my 
going down to Alexandria broke out, why or 
wherefore I know not, into an open rupture. 

" I still, however, did all I could to serve him, 
and, as the last act of friendship, paid for him all 
the expenses of his lawsuit about the Carnak 
business in Alexandria. Of what, then, has he 
to complain? He was engaged by me for ten 
months in an arduous but certainly not a danger- 
ous undertaking, for which he received five hun- 

♦ This gentleman belongs to the Literary Fund Club, and 
is known to my agent, Mr. Bingham Richards, 4, Old Jewry. 
— H. S. 
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dred pounds, and obtained other advantages worth 
as much more; he was treated by ine with as 
uniform kiudness as my own secretary, and re- 
ceived, after he left my employ, every possible 
assistance in his pursuits. I have uniformly done 
justice to his talents and to his discoveries, and, as 
my friends in England well know, have purposely 
abstained from publication, with a view to leave 
him that advantage. In fine, I found hira in 
difficulty and almost in despair, and afforded him 
the means of distinguishing himself; through me, 
his situation in life was entirely changed, and he 
has become, on account of his discoveries, the 
object of public admiration. Hts book will speak 
his gratitude. 

" With respect to that part of my collection 
made hy Mr. Belzoni (which, highly as I value 
it, I cannot either estimate * at twenty thousand 
pounds,' or as superior to that of M. Drovetti, 
which he has disposed of for upwards of that 
sum), I can only state that it is now in the Bri- 
tish Museum, but that he, Mr. Belzoni, ' succeeded 
in putting it there,' as he is modestly pleased to 
say, ' though not in the same manner which he 
thought they were to be entered into that 
place at first,' is certainly incorrect, as he had 
no more to do with the disposition of my col- 
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lection than, to use one of his own phrases, ' the 
Governor of Siberia,' as I think this statement 
will pretty clearly prove.* 

" HENity Salt. 
" Alexandria, October 10th, 182L" 

" Since writing the foregoing account, I have received a 
communication from Mr. Bcechcy (in reply to some infor- 
mation I had requested), which has afforded a clue to Bel- 
zoni's singular conduct, of which I had previously entertained 
not the smallest suspicion. If Mr. Belzoni appeared, at 
times, to act under a species of delusion, he must certainly 
be in a great measure exonerated, as it man, from the charge 
of wilful misrepresentation, though, as an atUAor, h by no 
means does away with the necessity of exposing and refuting 
his ill-founded assertions, where the character of another is 
nearly concerned. The following are extracts from Mr. 
Beechey'a letter, and as they are written with feeling and 



impartiality, i 



'Mv 



)uld be unfair to withhold them from the 



" Harley Street, August 5th, 1833. 



1 Sir. 



" I am glad to hear that you have undertaken to write 
the Life of our excellent friend Salt — a better man never 
breathed. • • • Belzoni (poor fellow 1 he bad many 
good points about bim,) was oflen in the habit of using very 
violent language, and frequejiiiy declared that he was not 
employed by Mr. Salt, though it would have puzzled him 
very much to prove the assertion. « • » lliere never 
was a man better treated, t« erety Tes]>cct, by another than 
Belzoni was by our poor friend, though he never would allow 
it, and I verily believe that he persuaded himself it was other- 
wise. In fact he was, on some points, wore than half mad, and 
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'* Memorandum — The origiDal documents from 
which the extracts are made, are all in my pos- 
session. "H. Salt.'* 

The following is the agreement alluded to in 
the statement of Mr. Salt. 

" Copy (A.) 

"Cairo, April 20th, 1818. 

** Whereas it appears that some erroneous 
ideas had been entertained by Sig. Giovanni 
Baptista Belzoni, with respect to the objects 
coUected under the auspices and at the expense 
of Henry Salt, Esq. in Upper Egypt, as being 
intended for the British Museum; and whereas 
it has since been satisfactorily explained to Sig. Bel- 
zoni that such ideas were altogether founded on a 
mistake, it has been agreed and determined, be- 
tween the above parties in a friendly manner, to 
terminate, and they do hereby terminate, all 

this was decidedly one of them. Captains Mangles and Irby 
could furnish you, I believe, with a good many anecdotes in 
confirmation of this. They knew Belzoni thoroughly, and 
would amuse you very much with his oddities." * * ♦ 
« J. J. Halls, Esq. « H. Beechey." 

It will be necessary foi me, in the sequel, to make frequent 
mention of Mr. Belzoni, but, afler having seen the above 
extracts, I shall avoid dwelling, as much as circumstances 
will permit, on the unfortunate frailties of his character. 
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differeDces between them by the present agree- 
ment. 

** In consequence of the zeal displayed in his 
researches and the many valuable discoveries 
made by Sig. Belzoni in Upper Egypt, under 
the auspices of Henry Salt, Esq. and at his ex- 
pense, it is agreed by the said Henry Salt, Esq. 
on his part, to pay to Sig. Belzoni (all actual 
expenses being settled) the sum of five hundred 
pounds, British money, within the space of one 
year from the present date. 

** And, farther, that he, the said Henry Salt, 
Esq. shall make over to the said Sig. Belzoni (in 
addition to the two he has already disposed of), 
one of those statues, with a lion's head, now 
standing in the Consulate court-yard. 

** And, farther, that he shall concede to the said 
Sig. Belzoni* the cover of a sarcophagus, found 
by him in one of the tombs of the Kings of 
Thebes, with such other objects as he may be 
able to spare. — 

" Farther, that he the said Henry Salt, Esq. 
stipulates, that, whenever the sarcophagus, lying 
in the King's tomb, discovered by Sig. Belzoni, 
shall be disposed of, the said Sig. Belzoni shall 
be considered as entitled to one half of the 
sui*plus of whatever price may be paid for the 



said sarcophagus exceeding the sum of two thou- 
sand pounds sterling. It being understood be- 
tween the said parties, that the said Henry 
Salt, Esq. shall offer the said sarcophagus to 
the British Museum, at a fair valuation, within 
the space of three years from the present date. 
— And farther, the said Henry Salt, Esq. pro- 
mises to give his assistance to the said Sig. 
Belzoni, in making a collection on his own 
account, during the present season, at Thebes. 

" On the part of Sig. Belzoni, he the said 
Sig. Belzoni hereby agrees to the above said 
arrangements, and farther, on his part, engages 
to go to Thebes, and to do all in his power to 
bring down, for the said Henry Salt, Esq. at 
the expense of the latter, the two sarcophagi 
now remaining under Mr. Beechey's charge at 
Thebes, and to give such other assistance to 
Henry Salt, Esq's, agent there, as may appear 
lo him, Sig. Belzoni, advisable ; and, farther, 
it is agreed by the respective parties above men- 
tioned, Henry Salt, Esq. and Sig. Belzoni, that 
this friendly agreement shall be considered, to 
all intents and purposes, binding on both parties, 
and also as a final settlement between the said 
parties. 

* In confirmation thereof, the parties above-men- 
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tioned have mutuaUy interchanged copies of this 

agreement, written respectively with their own 

hands, to both which copies they have, in all 

due form, jointly affixed their signature and 

seal this twentieth day of April, in the year 

of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and 

eighteen, in the Consulate House at Cairo. 

_ . (G. Belzoni. (seal.) 

" Frumati i , ' 

I Henry Salt. (seal.) 

•* Sign6 et scell6 en notre presence, 

frumati. 



In. Agis, \ 



Giov. Olivio. ) 

** Received, on the final settlement of our 
accounts this day, the five hundred pounds, men- 
tioned in this agreement, by a draft from Henry 
Salt, Esq. on his Banker, &c. 

*• May 12th, 1819. Cairo. G. BelzoNI. 



" Agreed. Henry Salt. 

True Copy. H. Salt." 
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CHAPTER IL 

Discoveries of Belzoni under the auspices of Mr. Salt. — 
Belzoni opens the magnificent Temple of Ipsambul. — His 
success in other undertakings. — Death of Mr. Burkhardt 
(Sheik Ibrahim). — Salt's Letters to Sir Francis Darwin 
and Mr. Richards on that event. — Letter to Miss Halls. — 
Arrival of Lord Belmore and Salt at Thebes. — Their re- 
searches in that place. — Salt's Letter to Lord Mountnorris 
on the subject of Theban antiquities and discoveries. — 
Letter from Salt, at Thebes, to Mr. Bankes. 

I TURN with pleasure from the consideration 
of these unpleasant transactions, to the important 
and interesting discoveries made by Mr. Belzoni, 
while employed under the immediate auspices and 
at the expense of the British Consul. In giving 
an account of his proceedings, I shall chiefly rely 
upon the statements contained in Mr. Salt's own 
letters, to various friends in England, descriptive 
of the extraordinary nature of the discoveries 
themselves, as well as of the remarkable zeal, 
sagacity, and perseverance evinced by Mr. Belzoni 
in the prosecution of his laborious researches. 

The first undertaking in which Mr. Belzoni 
engaged was the removal of the Colossal bead 
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of the younger Memnon, from Thebes to Alex- 
andria, at the joint expense of Messrs. Burk- 
hardt and Salt, by whom it was subsequently 
presented to the British Museum. The difficulty 
attendant on such an enterprise will be apparent 
to every one who has viewed this magnificent 
specimen of Egyptian art, which for grandeur of 
style may be fairly placed on a par with most of 
the best productions of Grecian sculpture. 

The success which crowned the efforts of Mr. 
Belzoni, on this occasion, gave the highest satis- 
faction to his employers ; and Mr. Salt, in parti- 
cular, speaks of the achievement in the following 
strong terms of admiration. 

" He has the singular merit," observes Mr. 
Salt, " of having removed from Thebes to Alex- 
andria this celebrated piece of sculpture, to ac- 
complish which it was necessary, after dra^ng 
it down upwards of a mile to the water-side, to 
place it on board a small boat, to remove it 
thence to another djerm at Rosetta, and after- 
wards to land and lodge it in a magazine at 
Alexandria ; all of which was most surprisingly 
effected with the assistance solely of the native 
peasantry, and such simple machinery as Mr. 
Belzoni was able to get made under his own 
directions at Cairo. In fact, his great talents 
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and uncommon genius lor mechanics have ena- 
bled him, with singular success, both at Thebes 
and other places, to discover objects of the 
rarest value in antiquity, that had long baffled 
the researches of the learned, and with trifling 
means to remove colossal fragments, which ap- 
pear, by their own declaration, to have defied 
the efforts of the able engineers which accom- 
panied the French army." * 

As soon as Mr. Belzoni had secured this gi- 
gantic piece of sculpture on board his small boat, 
he proceeded beyond the second cataract, and 
undertook to open, for Mr. Salt, the magnificent 
Temple at Ipsamhul, said to be the most exteusive 
excavation in either Nubia or Egypt, and of 
which DO description had been given since very 
remote periods. This was a work of great diffi- 
culty, and apparently of no inconsiderable risk, 
and presented obstacles which probably nothing 
but the personal strength and persevering spirit 
of Mr. Belzoni could have enabled hini to over- 
come ; every obstruction, however, seemed des- 
tined to fall before the sagacity and gigantic 
efforts of this extraordinary man. The natives 
whom he had hired to assist him, after working 
for a few days, and making little progress, grew 
• Vide Quarterly Review. 1818. 
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tired of their employment, declared that it was 
unlawful to labour during the feast of Rhamadan» 
and finally left the party to its own resources. 
Thus deserted, Mr. Belzoni (with the assistance of 
Mr. Beechey and Captains Irby and Mangles, 
who laboured hard on the occasion), deternuned 
to attempt this apparently hopeless operation. 

But here a fresh difficulty presented itself. The 
Sheik of the place, who had been instrumental in 
persuading the natives to discontinue their labour, 
resolved at once to put a stop to the proceedings 
of the Europeans, by prohibiting the supply of 
every description of provision, hoping by this mea- 
sure to deprive them of the means of subsistence, 
and thus oblige them to depart, at least for that 
season. Fortunately, however, they had still left, 
in their boat, a bag of durrah, and on this and 
the Nile water they managed to support them- 
selves during one-^and-twenty days of the severest 
labour, when their most sanguine expectations 
were realized by the accomplishment of their 
arduous undertaking. 

To give the reader some idea of this herculean 
task, it will only be necessary to state, that more 
than two-thirds of the front of this extensive 
temple were completely buried in the sand, and 
in some parts to the height of fifty feet, yet 
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through this enormous mass did these unassisted 
individuals, in a comparatively short period, work 
their way, till they finally succeeded in opening 
the structure and in penetrating into the interior. 

Of the discoveries which were made on this his 
first visit to Ipsamhul, a full account is given in 
Mr. Belzoni's work, and need not be in this place 
repeated, though it may be as well to notice the 
terms of admiration in which Mr. Salt expresses 
his sense of the great efforts made by Belzoni in 
the course of this enterprise, " The opening of 
the temple of Ipsarabul," he observes, " was a 
work of the utmost difficulty, and one which re- 
quired no ordinary talent to surmount, nearly the 
whole, when Mr. Belzoni first planned the under- 
taking, being buried under a bed of loose sand, 
upwards of fifty feet in depth. — This temple," he 
adds, " is on many accounts peculiarly interesting, 
as it satisfactorily tends to prove that the arts, as 
practised in Egypt, descended from Ethiopia, the 
style of tlie sculpture being, in several respects, 
superior to any thing that has yet been found in 
Egypt."' 

On his return down the Nile to Cairo from this 

expedition, at the close of the year 1816, Mr. 

Belzoni brought with him, besides the large head 

• Vide Quarterly Review, 1818. 
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and other antiquities already enumerated, six 
statues as large as life of women with . lions' 
heads, and another of a young man, supposed to 
represent Jupiter Ammon with the ram's head on 
his knees, which he had dug out of the ruins of 
Kamak during his stay at Thebes. Sixteen other 
statues which he also found at the same place, 
and exactly similar to those of the above ladies, 
he got down to the banks of the Nile, where he 
left them till Mr. Salt should determine on their 
future destination. The great success which had 
attended the exertions of Mr. Belzoni induced 
Mr. Salt to employ him, in the following year, to 
pursue the researches which he had so fortunately 
commenced ; and it was accordingly determined 
that early in the ensuing spring he should set 
off, in company with Mr. Beechey, to the upper 
country, on another journey of discovery. 

At the end of February 1817, after Mr. Bel- 
zoni had safely deposited the head of Memnon at 
Alexandria, he and Mr. Beechey left Cairo on 
their second expedition to Ipsambul. They had 
previously received instructions from Mr. Salt to 
complete the opening of the Temple at that place, 
and were generally requested to lose no oppor- 
tunity of excavating and searching for antiquities 
in those situations which appeared most likely to 
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hold forth the promise of an abundant supply of 
Bucli articles. The extraordinary success which 
attended the great and well-directed exertions of 
Mr. Belzoni, during the ten months in which he 
remained in the employ of Mr. Salt, is perhaps 
without a parallel ; he succeeded in completely 
uncovering the front of the temple at Ipsambul, 
opened six new tombs in the valley of Biban El 
Moluck, found in one of them the celebrated 
alabaster sarcophagus, and, at Thebes, discovered a 
colossal head of Orus, of fine granite, in good pre- 
servation, and of the finest workmanship, &:c. 
These discoveries afforded Mr. Salt the highest 
gratification ; and it is pleasing to observe the 
strong terms of admiration in which he expresses 
himself, in his communications with England, not 
only in relation to the antiquities themselves, but 
also as respects the singular merit of Mr. Belzoni's 
exertions In obtaining them. 

" Of this tomb," says Mr. Salt, alluding to the 
one abovementioned, " I have forwarded some 
account to England. It consists of a long suite 
of passages and chambers, covered with sculptures 
and paintings in the most perfect state of pre- 
servation, the tints of which are so resplendent 
that it was found scarcely possible to imitate 
them with the best water-colours made in Eng- 
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land ; and which, in fact, are executed on a prin- 
ciple and scale of colour that would make them, 
I conceive, retain their lustre even by the side of 
a Venetian picture. The sarcophagus of alabaster 
here discovered is a monument of the taste, de- 
licate workmanship and skill in cutting so fragile 
a material, which will perhaps remain for ever 
unrivalled." 

He adds in another paragraph : " Such are the 
principal undertakings which have been accom- 
plished by Mr. Belzoni in Egypt and Nubia ; but 
besides these, he has been signally successful in 
removing many valuable pieces of antiquity — in 
the discoveiy of statues and other interesting ob- 
jects, his researches being evidently carried on 
with a very superior judgment. — I feel," Mr. Salt 
continues, ^* great satisfaction in thus being able 
to certify the extraordinary ability of Mr. Bel- 
zoni, the result of whose operations I have had 
such frequent opportunities of admiring; and I 
am more peculiarly delighted by his discoveries, 
fVom the circumstance that they have added many 
new objects of attraction to European travellers, 
whose society is at all times agreeable in so re- 
mote and uncultivated a region as Egypt." * 

♦ " From a MS. memorandum of Mr. Salt." Vide Quar- 
terly Review, 181S. 
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These discoveries having been coinitiunicated to 
Mr. Salt by Messrs. Belzoni and Beechey, he de- 
termined, in October 1817, in company with Lord 
Belmore and family, to proceed himself to the 
scene of these remarkable operations. 

Before his departure, however, be was destined 
to sustain a severe shock by the death of his 
highly-valued friend Mr, Burkhardt, one of the 
most excellent and talented of those enterprising 
individuals who have fallen victims in the cause 
of African research. Mr. Salt was present with 
him till within a few hours of his dissolution, and 
the melancholy scene bad such an effect on his 
spirits as to cast a gloom over the few remaining 
years of his own life. The following extracts 
from two of his letters, respectively addressed to 
Sir Fmncis Darwin and Mr. Bingliam Richards, 
give some account of the death of this lamented 
traveller : — 

After speaking of the embarkation of the head 
of Memnon for England, Mr. Salt adds, " You 
will be sorry to hear that this valuable traveller 
(Burkhardt), from whom so much was expected, 
only lived to heai- of its departure from Alex- 
andria, as on Wednesday last be was taken off by 
a dysentery of ten days' continuance. It is a 
terrible blow to the African Association, whitli 
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had built all its hopes, and with justice, on him ; 
he was enterprising, yet cool and prudent, had 
been ten years preparing himself, had become a 
perfect Arab, and in two months intended to set 
out, through Fezzan, to Tombuctoo: God has 
otherwise disposed it. I saw him but a few hours 
before his death, and, though he felt all the bitter- 
ness of the disappointment, he bore it with the 
noblest courage. — H. S." 

« To Sir Francis Darwin." 

To Mr. Richards he writes : " Lord Belmore 
and family are here, and I am going to set out 
with them into Upper Egypt, not having before 
been able to move on account of business. * * * 
We have had, only a few days ago, a dreadful 
loss in the death of our valuable traveller, Sheik 
Ibrahim, who died after a few days' illness. It 
has been a great shock to me, for he was almost 
the only conversable friend I had at Cairo. Thus 
the hopes of the African Association are again 
blighted, and, I fear, it ^411 be long before another 
plant will spring up so full of promise as the one 
that has been cut down. — H. 8." 

« To B. Richards, Esq." 

About this period he addressed the following 
letter to my eldest sister, whom he used playfully 
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to Style his niece, from the former marriage of iny 
uncle with Miss Salt; — 

" Cairo, Sept. i8th, 1817. 

" Mv DEAR Niece, 

" You cannot conceive the heartfelt pleasure 
which your kind letter gave me. I have been 
vexed by the silence of your two lazij brothers, 
though I love them too much to let it alter my 
opinion of them. I very often think of your 
family circle, where, you may depend upon it, 
as much real happiness and comfort is found 
as exists anywhere in this world. You have all 
little knobs to get over, and particularly yourself; 
but, if you would think more of the present, and 
this is all that is worth thinking about, you would 
find ample reason to be content. You see I have 
not forgotten my old habits of preaching. Julia's 
marriage gave me great satisfaction, and I should 
be delighted above all things to see the very Utile 
Julia : I can fancy it to be a round, pliunp little 
animal, almost as pretty as mamma. 

" How do you go on, my dear friend ? — pray 
lake pity upon my forlorn state, and let me hear 
every thing respecting you; depend upon it there 
is no one in the world more interested about your 
welfare. I am delighted to hear from various 
quarters that, amid the general distress, John goes 
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on tbriving : Tom, I fancy, I see walking with 
a bundle of papers under his arm, meditating on 
cases of high import, which, I suppose, so much 
occupy him, that he has not a moment to spare 
for a banished man. • • * For myself— and you 
will, perhaps, expect to hear something about me 
— I am much as usual, not grumbling and growl- 
ing like our friend * • * *, but buoyantly swim- 
ming along the stream of life, smiling at the 
vanity of all human affairs, yet glad to mingle 
occasionally in the giddy crowd. 

" My lime, however, is chiefly occupied with 
antiques, Egyptian gods and goddesses and demi- 
gods, whose pedigrees I can trace from the most 
remote periods, and in poring over coins which 
bear the semblance of nothing human or divine. 
Yet, laugh as we may at this pursuit, there is still 
great gratification in becoming acquainted with 
all the little circumstances of ancient times ; and 
this knowledge is only to be acquired by ransack- 
ing tombs, poring over old inscriptions, and learn- 
ing to decypher monogiams, in which I assure 
you I am become very expert. But, jesting 
apart, 1 beg you will tell John that I have been 
very successful in statue- hunting, and that I have 
in my possession some specimens of Egyptian art 
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that will, some day or other, astonish him. Many 
discoveries, indeed, of interest have lately been 
made in Egypt ; a certain Monsieur Cagtio has 
found the old emerald-mines in the neigh hoiirhood 
of Cosseir, and traced the ancient Roman, or 
rather Greek road, from the Nile to Berenice, by 
the side of which he has found temples beautifully 
adorned, and other matters of interest. 

" 1 have myself been engaged, as far as money 
goes, in making researches at the Pyramids, in 
conjunction with a Captain Caviglia, who dis- 
covered a new chamber and lung passage in the 
great pyramid, and who laid hare the fore-paws 
of the Sphinx, in which he found a small temple, 
covered with hieroglyphics and figures, and nu- 
merous inscriptions, placed by the Roman Em- 
perors in token of theu- homage. Of these I have 
made sketches, which, with a memoir on the 
subject, will be soon forwarded to England. I 
have also opened by deputy a large temple in 
"Ipsambul, in Nubia, wliere several chambers were 
found with walls covered with sculpture, of which 
the particulars will shortly be forwarded home. 

" I am now setting out with Lord and Lady 
Belmore up the Nile, on a voyage to^ Nubia, and 
expect to be absent three or four months. The 
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season is most favourable — the climate at present 
that of a summer's day in England, and this will 
continue till May; but certainly the heat from 
that month to September is not bearable to those 
made of flesh and blood. As to the blacks here, 
and they are very numerous, the sun makes no 
impression upon them, which Herodotus, if I 
recollect rightly, attributes to the thickness of 
their skulls, and in this I have no doubt he was 
right. Really the society her? is intolerable. If 
the women were not rather pretty^ there would 
be no enduring their company, as one is obliged 
to forget all one has learned through life — all 
mythology, all knowledge of history, all informa- 
tion, in short, that is acquired by reading, is 
utterly thrown away upon them ; but beauty, it 
must be confessed, makes up for a multitude 
of sins. 

'* I must draw to an end, being obliged to close 
this despatch ; but, before I finish, let me entreat 
you to write to me often : you have nothing to' 
do but to send your letters under cover to T. 
Bidwell, jun., Foreign Office, and they will be 
sure to reach me. Give my best regards to your 
sister Elizabeth, with many thanks for her letter, 
which shall not remain long unanswered. Kindest 
love to John, Tom, and Julia, and assure them 
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tliey liave not a friend more interested in their 
fate, and believe me to be, 

" Your affectionate friend, 

" Henry Salt." 

" To Miss Halls." 

On the arrival of Lord Belmore and Mr. Salt 
at Thebes, they spent some days in taking a 
general survey of the various antiquities which 
had recently been brought to light by the inde- 
fatigable exertions of Mr. Belzoni, when his lord- 
ship proceeded to Nubia, leaving Mr. Salt behind 
at Thebes, to examine tnore at leisure the many 
interesting objects with which he was surrounded. 
It was about this time that Mr. Belzoni disco- 
vered his groundless jealousy towards Mr. Salt in 
the presence of several English travellers, one 
of whom I have been informed was Colonel, now 
Major-General Sir Joseph Stratton, C.B., F.R.S., 
and who appears to have been one of those 
gentlemen to whom Mr. Salt alludes in his state- 
ment as having been present on the unpleasant 
occasion. This gentleman, I believe, is still living, 
and, I have been given to understand, speaks in 
terms of strong commendation of the temper and 
liberality evinced by Mr. Salt under circumstances 
which might have excited considerable irritation 
in a less dispassionate and generous character. 
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Not long after this disagreeable occurrence, 
Mr. Belzoni quitted Thebes to take down to 
Cairo some of the antiquities recently discover- 
ed, and, as soon as he had disembarked them 
from Mr. Salt's boat, he was to return with the 
necessary apparatus to remove the alabaster sar- 
cophagus ; Mr. Salt remaining in the mean while 
in the upper country with Mr. Beechey, to com- 
plete his drawings from the tombs newly opened, 
and from other valuable remains. While thus 
employed, he wrote home several letters to dif- 
ferent individual^ descriptive of the extraordinary 
discoveries which had been made. The following 
is extracted from a letter to Lord Mountnorris : — 

<< Thebes, Kings' Tombs, Jan« 18, 1818. 

" But to return to Egypt — You have heard, 
probably, of Lord Belmore's visit to this country : 
he and his family stayed in my house for some 
time at Cairo, came up with me as far as this, 
and then left me to take a tour into Nubia, 
whence they are just retiuned. I am glad to say 
that they had a most agreeable voyage, succeeded 
in reaching the second cataract without the least 
accident, and confess they never enjoyed anything 
more than this voyage, the climate being most 
delicious, and the Agas, and others in command. 
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having afforded them every possible assistance. 
Fortunately, Lord Belmore had with him a very 
fine sextant, and his brother, Captain Corry, is a 
very accurate and attentive observer : they have 
taken many observations, indeed, at every place 
they have touched at. Monsieur Nouet's latitude of 
Syene they found right to a second ; that is, the 
one given in the great French work, which must 
have been corrected from what they left engraved 
at Camak, as it differs from it no less than three 
miles : this is curious. All the latitudes engraved 
on the Propylon at Thebes are wrong ; how they 
found out their error is known only to them- 
sdves. 

" Everything they have done from the Kings' 
Tombs, which is all that I have yet closely com- 
pared, is exceedingly bad, especially in what be- 
longs to the colours, which are most perversely con- 
trary to those in the originals. Of this, the draw- 
ings from the harp-tornb are tlie most remark- 
able specimens, having the names of Dii Tertre, 
Devilliers. and JoUon, to vouch for their accuracy. 
Now the dress of the harper (in the upper draw- 
ing) ought to be white instead of black, and the 
lines down it red instead of white. The colours of 
the harp itself are all wrongly disposed, and with 
respect to the capped head upon it, the face 
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ought to be yellow instead of red, and the cap to 
be red instead of yellow; the beard, also, to be 
black instead of red. The figure of the hero 
seated, though said to be drawn on a scale, ought 
to be one-third higher, his head-dress mingling 
with the blue at top. The figure itself is, in the 
original, of a black colour throughout, with the 
eyebrows, nails on the hands, &c. marked out in 
white ; in the French it is red : and, where the 
fine blue jacket and pantaloons are given in the 
French drawing, there is nothing in the original 
but the black colour of the arras and legs. The 
body-dress, instead of being yellow, ought to be 
blue, and the white breeches yellow. The drapery 
behind the chair is red, and not blue. The chair is 
omaraented with horizontal stripes of blue and 
black, with a dotted line intervening, and is not 
chequered red, blue, and white, as the French have 
given it ; and the border at the bottom is disposed 
in the following way, which, if you meet with the 
original, you will find as different almost as white 
from black from that in the French work * 

* It is very difficult to account for these singular deviations 
in colour, &c from the Egyptian originals. I knew Du Tertre 
at Paris in 1802, when he was obliging enough to show me his 
portfolios of Egyptian drawings, and I confess I have never 
seen anything in water-colours that surpassed his produc- 
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taloons, which are more particularly to be found 
fault with, as no such dress, as far as I have 
observed, was ever in use among the ancient 
Egjrptians. In design they have made errors 
almost as palpable, especially a ludicrous one in the 
celebrated Judgement scene, where some figures 
are walking up steps, and another standing in 
front of Osiris with a pair of scales, while above is 
represented a boat with a pig in it, apparently 
driven away by a monkey. Now in the comer of 
this plate, to the left as you look at it, the French 
have represented four flying bu*ds with human 
heads (like Cherubs), which they conjecture, most 
happily, to be the souls of the blessed after pass- 
ing through the ordeal of judgement ; and from it 
have built up in the body of the work {vide Dis- 
sertation on the Klings' Tombs) a beautiftd theory. 
But unfortunately it happens, on examining these 
said Cherubs with a light, that they prove to be 
gazelles or goats' heads reversed (rather a common 
representation in the tombs), the horns being mis- 
taken for birds' legs, the ears for their tails, and 
the neck, where it is cut off, for their wings ; 
which puts a most conclusive bar to their reason- 

fac-stmile. On the margin of this drawing the following sen- 
tence is written: "J'ai honte de mes compatriots — Le 
Conie de JPorMn."— £. 
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ing, and will remain for ever a 
stance of tlieir vaunted accuracy ! 

" 1 have made a fac-simile of the Harper on 
the left, and Mr. Beechey is making one of that 
on the right. It is worth remarking, that the 
French artists have from these two, so accurately 
deiiiiealed in their work, restored by analogy the 
design in front, which they had not time to co- 
lour, and of course it is equally admirable for its 
fidelity to the original. Tlieir architectural plans 
and the sculpture on the temples, I have not yet 
sufficiently examined. 

" I have the pleasure to announce to you that, 
under my auspices, a brilliant discovery has been 
made of a new King's tomb, exquisitely painted, 
and with the colours as fresh as on the day it was 
completed ; it throws everything else, as far as 
colour goes, completely into the hack-ground. 
The most minute attention and paiTiful labour are 
not equal to give a faithful idea of the fascinating 
effects of these designs. The scale of colour on 
which they are painted is that of using pure ver- 
milion, ochres, and indigo ; and yet they are not 
gaudy, owing to the judicious balance of the 
cdours, and the artful management of the blacks. 
It is plain that they worked on a regular system, 
which had for its basis, as Mr. West would say, 
E 2 
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the colours of the rainbow, as there is not an 
ornament, throughout the dresses of the figures, 
where the red, yellow and blue, are not alter- 
nately mingled, which produces an harmony that 
is really in some of the designs delicious. I have 
already completed five designs, and Mr. Beechey 
three, upon the scales of a third, fourth and fifth, 
as best suited to the size of the figures ; and I 
assure you they begin to make a show. My 
memoir and sketches of the Pyramids and Sphinx 
is kept back to be sent home by Mr. Bankes, 
whom I expect here in about a fortnight, he 
having determined on a second visit to Egypt, 
partly on account of our new discoveries. 

** In the way of antiquities I have been very 
fortunate ; though my expenses have far exceed- 
ed what I had intended, which, however, from my 
father's bequest will prove no very serious incon- 
venience. In the new tomb I have found a sar- 
cophagus of white alabaster, covered with hiero- 
glyphics : the sarcophagus itself entire, and 
enough of the cover to make out its shape. I 
shall not, of course, feel easy about it, till I see it 
at least safe in Cairo. Among the articles I have 
already sent to Cairo, and which I hear are safely 
arrived, is the famous French stone, with eight 
figures ; another head of granite, not so large as 
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that of the young Memnon, but with a finer 
polish, and entire ; a statue of a sitting figure, as 
large as life, of a sort of marble, of exquisite 
workmanship ; thirty papyrus, and an innumer- 
able list of smaller things. I shall be able to 
spare you many fine articles, and the rest I think, 
if the idea is approved, of offering to the British 
Museum. All that I wish is, to be reimbursed 
my expenses, as it breaks in seriously on the 
small patrimony which I have inherited, and 
which is all that I have to look to fur support 
should I ever return to England, which, after a 
certain number of years, I cannot help, even upon 
that small pittance, looking forward to. 

" I have taken the liberty of sending this letter 
open to Mr. Hamilton, as I really have not time, 
before the departure of the courier, to write 
to him, and I feel anxious that he should be ac- 
quainted with my proceedings. 

" Henry Salt." 
" To the Earl of Mountnorria." 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM MR. SALT TO MR. B. 

" Kings' Tombs, Thebes, 1818. 

" I have heard with great delight of the safe 

arrival of the Memnon's head at Malta, and hope 

that, before long, it may as safely reach England. 
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Pray be particular in letting me know what is 
thought of it. I have been very successful, as 
you may communicate to Mr. Hamilton, in my 
researches in Upper Egypt ; and, above aD, have 
discovered a King's tomb, where the paintings are 
exquisitely beautiful and fresh as on the day they 
were finished. I have completed six drawings 
already, coloured in the tomb by candle-light. 
The satisfaction is, that there is no necessity to 
restore or improve, but that on the contrary, with 
every attention and effort, it is not possible to 
equal the originals. 

" The Deflardar Bey, who rules in Upper 
Egypt, has been to visit it in state^ and I ex- 
pect the Pasha himself will not rest long with- 
out seeing it. I am getting a door ready for 
it with iron bolts and bars, &c. and hope to be 
able to keep it, so long as I remain in Egypt, 
open and entire for the inspection of travellers. 
It throws a new light on Egyptian colouring, and 
is, without comparison, the finest monument of an- 
cient art, as far as respects painting, that exists. 

'' Henry Salt.'* 



HENRY SALT. 55 



CHAPTER III. 

f 

Salt's eulogium on the colouring of the ancient Egyptians. 

The author's remarks on the subject. — Salt's surprise at 
Belzoni's protracted stay at Cairo. — Belzoni's success in 
opening the Pyramid of Cephrenes. — Salt's animated de- 
scription of that achievement. — Letter to the author on 
the subject of Egyptian antiquities and sculpture. — Cap- 
tain Caviglia. — Sketch of that enterprising person's pro- 
ceedings. — Salt's examination of the Chambers in the 
Great Pyramid. — General observations. 

The warm eulogium which Mr. Salt has passed 
upon the colouring of the ancient Egyptians in 
the forgoing extracts, has been since verbally 
sanctioned by Mr. Beechey, who speaks of the 
paintings in the new King's tomb in a strain of 
nearly similar enthusiasm. Now as both these gen- 
tlemen were educated as artists, and possessed an 
excellent eye for colour, it seems unlikely that 
they should either of them have been deceived, as 
to general effect, upon a subject on which they 
were so well qualified to judge ; nevertheless, I 
must confess that there are some obstacles stand- 
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iDg in the way of their description, which, as an 
artist, I feel almost insurmountable. From the 
above account, it may readily be supposed that the 
Egyptian artist must have been perfectly con- 
versant with the balance of the different primitive 
colours he employed ; but in what manner such 
** delicious" and harmonious effects could have 
been produced by any artful arrangement of 
strong and unbroken colours, without the aid of 
reflexes, or the intervention of the endless variety 
of tints by which the experienced colourist de- 
ludes the eye and conducts it from the blaze of 
day to the calm twilight of evening and the 
sombre shadows of night, it is scarcely possible to 
conjecture. 

It is however to be observed, that Mr. Salt and 
Mr. Beechey viewed and copied the paintings in 
the tomb by " candle-light,** which, from its neu- 
tralizing effect upon the various colours, would 
tend to mitigate the harshness of their opposition, 
and might produce an appearance of harmony 
that would have been sought for in vain by the 
light of day ; and hence might arise the impos- 
sibility, experienced by Mr. Salt, of imparting to 
his drawings the " fascinating" effects of the ori- 
ginals. He appears to have forgotten the very 
dissimilar mediums through which he was in the 



habit of contemplating the Egyptian work and 
his own imitations of it, and has attributed has- 
tily to his want of skill the deficiencies in his 
drawings, which, in all probability, would be found 
to exist in an equal degree in the originals, could 
they be seen in open daylight : an idea, indeed, 
which appears to receive some confirmation from 
a passage in one of his letters, in which he says, 
*' The colours in many of the chambers retain all 
their original freshness, and present (from their 
being generalized, perhaps, by the reflections of 
the surrounding sand and pale-coloured stones,) a 
softened and harmonious effect, notwithstanding 
their vivid colours, that is very grateful to the 
eye." 

Not however to dwell at any greater length 
upon a question chiefly technical, it appears 
evident that considerable progress was made by 
the ancient Egj-ptians, in very early ages, not 
only in the first principles of colour, but also in 
design, composition, and drawing. " The paint- 
ings," observes Mrs. Charles Lushington in de- 
scribing the above King's tomb, " with colours as 
vivid as those of any modem artist, and the engra- 
vings in alto and basso-relievo in perfect preser- 
vation, did not delight me so much as an un- 
finished chamber, the walls of which were covered 
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with drawings^ previously to their being cut on 
the stone. These were mere outlines, in black 
or red, but sketched with such boldness and 
lightness, that the more I looked the more I 
admired. Scarcely can I yet believe the hand 
that traced them to have been dead so many 
centuries ; many of the figures are as large as 
life, and, though mere outlines, wrought with as 
much expression as a finished painting. Flax- 
man's illustrations may serve to give an idea of 
the sort of thing in miniature ; but I doubt 
whether even these must not yield in spirit and 
grace to the Egyptian composition." * 

So far, then, as relates to this outline chamber, 
the account of Messrs. Salt and Beechey is fully 
corroborated by Mrs. Lushington^ though she does 
not appear to have held the merits of the Jinished 
paintings in an equal degree of estimation. In 
the absence of the originals it is difficult to form 
a decided opinion of the progress made by the 
Egyptians in colour; but from an accurate in- 
spection of the copies sent over by Mr. Salt, I 
am induced to believe that the knowledge of their 
painters on this subject was in a great d^ree 
limited to the art of judiciously contrasting warm 
with cool primitive colours. Their attention ap- 

* " Journey from Calcutta to Europe," page 67. 



HENRY SALT. 



59 



I 



Hears to have been solely directed to the local 
colours of objects, and thej seem to have been 
entu^ly ignorant of chiaroscuro and of the art of 
breaking their colours ; indeed there is some rea- 
son to imagine that their ideas of colour were as 
circumscribed and conventional as their notions 
of form, it being mentioned by Mr. Hamilton, 
that in many of their pictures which he inspected, 
" the complexion of the men is invariably red, 
and that of the women yellow," a practice which 
is also said to prevail in the Abyssinian pictures 
at the present day, where the two sexes are uni- 
formly represented in the same colours. 

But to return from this digi-ession. While 
Mr. Salt was busily employing himself at Thebes, 
in making drawings from the various remains 
which had lately been brought to light, the pro- 
tracted stay of Mr. Belzoni at Cairo began to 
occasion him a good deal of surprise, more especi- 
ally as the former, as soon as he had safely depo- 
sited his cargo of antiquities at Cairo, was to have 
returned to Thebes, to fetch away the sarcopha- 
gus and other valuable articles. Week after week 
however elapsed without any direct intelligence 
being received respecting the cause of his long 
delay. At length Mr. Salt became weary of 
expecting him, and determined to proceed him- 
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self to Cairo, to ascertain the reason of hb con* 
tinned absence. 

On his arrival at that place, he found Mr. 
Belzoni living in the Consular house, and in the 
same irritable disposition of mind which he had 
evinced when they last parted. By his modera* 
tion and liberality, however, Mr. Salt succeeded 
in again quieting his wayward spirit, and though 
he had no great reason to be satisfied with Bel- 
zoni's total neglect of his affairs during a period 
in which he was in the receipt of a considerable 
salary for his services, yet he felt so much 
pleased with the complete success which had 
attended Mr. Belzoni's extraordinary exertions in 
opening the Pyramid of Cephrenes, that he con- 
tinued to treat him with the greatest kindness 
and forbearance, and wrote home to England 
the following animated description of this noble 
achievement. 

** The opening of this pyramid had long been 
considered an object of so hopeless a nature, that 
it is difficult to conceive how any person could 
be found sanguine enough to make the attempt ; 
and even after the discovery, with great labour,' 
of the forced entrance, it required great perse-' 
verance in Belzoni, and confidence in his own 
views, to induce him to continue the operation. 
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when it became evident that the extensive labours 
of his predecessors in the enterprise had so com- 
pletely failed. He himself has pointed out, in 
some degree, his motives for trying the particular 
point where he came upon the true entrance : 
otherwise, on examining it, nothing can present 
a more hopeless prospect. The direct manner 
in which he dug down upon the door affurds, 
however, the most incontestable proof that chance 
had nothing to do with the discovery. Of the 
discovery itself, Mr. Belzoni has given a very 
clear description, and liis drawings present a 
perfect idea of the channels, chambers, and 
entrances. Of the labours of the undertaking, 
no one can form an idea. Notwithstanding the 
masses of stone which he had to remove, and 
the hardness of the materials which impeded his 
progress, the whole was effected entirely at his 
own risk and expense." * 

The opening of this pyramid was nearly the 
last, as it was perhaps the greatest of Mr. Bel- 
zoni's undertakings, and the sagacity and per- 
severance he displayed on the occasion greatly 
added to his former reputation. He has given 
in his work a clear and excellent account of his 
proceedings throughout the whole of this arduous 
• ViJe Quarterly Review, 1818. 
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enterprise, which no one can peruse without feel- 
ings of the wannest admiration. 

Soon after Mr. Salt's late arrival, he came, as is 
mentioned in his statement, to an amicable and, as 
he supposed, final arrangement with Mr. Belzoni, 
when the latter went up the Nile to Thebes to 
fulfil his share of the agreement, leaving Mr. Salt 
at Cairo. 

About this period he wrote me a letter, from 
which the following are extracts, and which give 
some account of his late proceedings. 

" Cairo, October, 1818. 

" Dear Halls, 
***** I am sincerely glad to learn that 
you get on tolerably well, in the existing state of 

things, in your odious profession, as Miss 

very justly terms it. Should you ever be tired of 
it, you have nothing to do but to come and reside 
with me in Egypt, where we shall be able to 
pass the time agreeably enough together, among 
the temples and antiquities of the most inter- 
esting nation which history, perhaps, records. 
In this, however, I do not believe you will agree 
with me, as you entertain certain odd notions 
about liberty, and cannot, I know, admire a people 
content, from the earliest times, to live in a sort of 
slavery to their Kings ; while, for my own part, 
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I think it quite as good as living under the in- 
fluence of a mob,* and being subject to all the 
restraint of a highly civilized state of society, the 
blessings of which scarcely make up for the 
curse of a single life which it entails on half its 
members. 

" You will be glad to hear that I have a fine 
collection of Egyptian sculpture, and that I have 
managed, notwithstanding all the press of busi- 
ness, to make a number of sketches, &c. that 
may some day or other serve to anmse my friends 
over their fire-side in Great Marlborough Street. 
As usual, they are scattered through half a hun- 
dred sketch-books — some on one side of a leaf 
and some on the other; but for this they will 
not prove the less interesting to you. I have 
not time to enter into any thing like an account 
of half the new discoveries made in Kgypt since 
my arrival here, but really they have been very 
extraordinary. 

" On my return from Thebes, I will write to 
you more at length about these things. » • • 
I had a kind letter from General Macleod in 
India, the other day, who talks of returning by 
this route. He desires to be particulai'Iy remem- 

• The one alternative is as bad as the other ; but surely 
there is no necessity for adopting either extreme. — E. 
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bered to you. ♦ * ♦ ♦ I often think of the 
many happy hours we have spent together — 
* hours of bliss never to return !' Yet, though at 
a distance, to think of those we love is a pleasure 
— to hear from them would be a greater. 

*' Your's, &c. 

H. Salt." 

« J. J. Halls, Esq. Great Marlborough Street." 

While such great discoveries had been accom- 
plishing, during the last two or three years, by 
Mr. Belzoni, another enterprising individual ap- 
peared in the field of research, of an equally ad- 
venturous and enterprising spirit, in the person 
of Captain Caviglia. In giving an account of 
this gentleman's proceedings, I shall confine my- 
self to a very rapid sketch only of the more im- 
portant objects of his discovery, being aware that 
a detailed and finished account of his undertakings, 
written by Mr. Salt, and accompanied by nu- 
merous illustrations, is likely to be laid before 
the public. I will only add, that the brief notice 
I am about to take of Captain Caviglia's achieve- 
ments is entirely founded upon a previous MS. 
of Mr. Salt's, forwarded by him through Co- 
lonel Stratton to Mr. Hamilton in 1818, who has 
obligingly placed it at my disposal. 
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Captain Caviglia was by birth an Italian, and 
was, at the period of his operations in Egypt, the 
master, if not tlie owner, of a mercantile vessel 
in the Mediterranean trade, sailing under the 
British flag. He is described, by Mr. Salt, as a 
gentleman with whose amiable character is blended 
an ardent enthusiasm for antiquarian research, 
and who had long entertained an opinion that, 
among the ancient remains, so celebrated in 
Egypt, much yet remained to be explored, which 
might throw a light upon the peculiar rites and 
usages of its former inhabitants ; and as nothing 
had excited his attention more than the Pyramids 
of Ghizeh, he had determined, whenever the op- 
portunity might occur, to exert his utmost efTurts 
towards clearing up the mystery which still hung 
over the interior of these venerable structures. 
A favoui-able occasion having been at length 
aflbrded him for prosecuting his views, he deter- 
mined to proceed from Alexandria to Cairo, « here 
he arrived on the 26th of December 1816, and 
soon ailerwards entered into an arrangement with 
two gentlemen, of the names of Kabitziet and La 
Fuentes, in which it was agreed that they should 
accompany him with cords and other necessary 
apparatus to the Pyramids; where they had no 
farrived, on the 8th of Januarj- 1817, than 
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Captain Caviglia proceeded to examine the " weir 
in the chamber of the Great Pyramid, which, Mr. 
Salt observes, had so long baffled all research,* and 
concerning which so many terrible reports were 
in circulation; of persons having been let down 
who never returned to explain the dreadful mys- 
teries in which it was supposed to be enveloped. 
Everything being prepared, Captain Caviglia, by 
means of a rope tied round his waist, the other end 
of which was passed over a cross-bar laid athwart 
the mouth of the " well,*' proceeded with a lamp' 
in his hand upon this hazardous undertaking, his 
friends above holding the end of the cord in their 
hands to let him gradually down. 

After descending about twenty feet, in a per- 
pendicular direction, he came to a kind of landing 

* Mr. Salt seems, ctt this timey not to have been aware of 
the recent publication of a MS. by the late Mr. Davison, 
which appeared in Walpole's Memoirs in 1817. In the 
year 1763 Mr. Davison, then Consul at Algiers, accompa- 
nied Wortley Montague to Egypt, and descended into this 
•* well," of which he gives a very accurate description ; he 
also discovered a second chamber in the Great Pyramid. In 
both these enterprises he appears to have encountered 
nearly the same obstacles which opposed the progress of 
Caviglia ; but though he had the merit of their discovery, 
yet, as his success was unknown to the more recent ex- 
plorer, the great exertions of the latter are not the less 
deserving of our wonder and admiration. — E. 
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place, where the passage took rather a sharp 
inclination to the south, which he began to follow, 
but was soon impeded by some stones too un- 
wieldy for him to remove : he therefore re-as- 
cended, and persuaded one of the boldest of the 
Arabs to go down with him, by whose assistance 
and that of his friends above, he succeeded in 
remo\-ing all the stones, except one lai^ block 
of granite, about two feet and a half in diameter, 
which aflerwards cost him infinite labour to dis- 
place. For the present, however, he liad opened 
a passage wide enough for a man to pass, when 
Mr. Kabitziet descended to the block of granite, 
and Captain Caviglia recommenced his enterprise. 
About fourteen feet lower down, he came to a 
perpendicular descent, lined with mason-work, 
opening into a grotto, seventeen feet in diameter 
and four in height : here he ascertained that 
the " well" continued its course downwards, but 
seemed difficult of access ; he therefore called to 
his friends to take up new positions, when Mr. 
Fueotes descended to the granite stone and Mr. 
Kabitziet to the grotto. 

A rope being again attached to him, Captain 
CavigUa once more began to descend, and found 
that the artificial lining of mason-work was con- 
tinued, in a perpendicular direction, to the same 
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distance below the grotto as it was above ; which 
led him to conclude it had been intended as a 
support to the surrounding gravel. The channel, 
as before, took a steep inclination to the south ; 
the descent, however, became less arduous from 
there being a succession of holes, like rough steps, 
which afforded a more secure footing than before. 
Still, as he got lower, the awefulness of his situa- 
tion every moment encreased from the excessive 
heat and the impurity of the air. The lamp 
burnt with a faint and glimmering light, while, 
though he had advanced above a hundred feet 
from the grotto, the passage continued to open 
below him like an unfathomable abyss. 

As long, however, as the cord and the lamp 
would last, he was determined to proceed, till at 
length at the depth of 125 feet, he came to the 
conclusion of this his first labour, where the 
passage ended by a short perpendicular descent, 
among loose stones and rubbish. He now re- 
turned exhausted to his friends, but had scarcely 
time to reach the grotto when all their lamps 
became extinguished, and the whole party was 
forced to make a precipitate retreat. On the 
same day Captain Caviglia and his companions 
returned to Cairo, where they were overwhelmed 
with the congratulations of their acquaintance; 
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some of whom had accused them of rashness 
and had predicted the failure of the attempt. 

Captain Caviglia, not yet feeling satisfied at the 
result of his late research, and conjecturing, from 
the ground having sounded hollow under his 
feet, that the " well" must still have some con- 
cealed outlet, determined to try if, hy exca- 
vating, he could not make some farther discovery. 
Mr. Kahitziet also, being highly pleased with 
what had been already accomplished, agreed to 
contribute a moiety of the expenses that might 
be incurred, though his occupations forbade his 
engaging actively in the labour ; but Mr, Fuentes 
ceased to take further interest in the undertaking. 

In consequence of the above agreement, Captain 
Caviglia, on the 18th of January, went over with 
the necessary implements and took up his perma- 
nent residence at the Great Pyramid. Having 
pitched two tents fbr that purpose on the mound 
in front of the entrance, he immediately, with 
some Arabs, hired at very exorbitant wages, 
commenced his operations at the bottom of the 
" well," drawing up with baskets and cords the 
loose earth from below ; but though he himself 
laboured hard at the bottom, in order to encourage 
the others, he proceeded so slowly, in consccjuence 
of their dislike to the employment, that he was 
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obliged to suspend the enterprise until he had 
obtained an order for a daily supply of men, with 
proper persons to superintend their labours ; not- 
withstanding which, it is still almost inconceivable 
how he could so far surmount the prejudices of 
these people as to induce them to work in so 
confined a space, where light, after the first half- 
hour, would not bum, and consequently, where 
everything was to be done by feeling ; the heat 
at the same time being so intense, and the air so 
suffocating, that it was impossible to remain 
below one hour at a time without severely suffer- 
ing from its effects. 

At length, matters became so serious, that one 
Arab was brought up nearly dead, and others, on 
ascending, fainted away ; so that, in spite of the 
restraint laid upon them, many abandoned their 
labour, declaring they were willing to work, but 
not to die, for him. These discouraging circum- 
stances induced Caviglia to turn his attention 
towards clearing the principal entrance to the 
Pyramid, as he hoped by so doing to open a free 
passage to the air, which it not only effected, 
but also led to an unexpected conclusion of his 
labours ; for, on proceeding, he discovered that the 
main-channel below the entrance did not termi- 
nate in the way as^rted by Maillet, but that, on 
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the contrary, though obstructed by lai^e masses 
of calcareous stone and granite, probably placed 
there for that purpose, it still continued on the 
same inclined angle downwards, of the same di- 
mensions, and the sides worked with equal care, 
as in the channel above, though filled up nearly to 
the top with earth and fragments of stone. 

Having advanced about 150 feet, Captain Cavig- 
Ua, in clearing out this passage, had again to en- 
counter his former embarrassments from the suf- 
focating heat and impurity of the air, and it was 
only by conciliation and encreased wages that he 
could tempt the working Arabs to proceed with the 
undertaking. At length his own health began to 
be visibly impaired, and he was attacked with a 
spitting of blood which seriously alarmed his 
friends at Cairo, though no consideration could 
induce him to desist from his pursuits. 

About this period Mr. Salt and Mr. Briggs 
returned from Alexandria, and being struck 
with admiration at the progress that had been 
made, and aware of the great expense already 
incurred, proposed to the indefatigable excavator 
and his colleague that they should share in the 
disbursements. On the 14th of March the ex- 
cavation was carried down as low as 300 feet in 
this new passage, without anything remarkable 
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being observed, except that the mason-work was 
discontinued where the rock commences, and that, 
at about 116 feet below, there was a wide fissure 
in the rock which seemed to correspond with the 
one in the lower shaft of the well. 

Soon afterwards, however, a doorway on the 
right of the channel was discovered, and, in a few 
hours, a smell of sulphur was perceived which 
seemed to render it probable that this doorway 
communicated with the ** well," as some had been 
burnt there by Caviglia in order to purify the 
air. The earth too became of a darker hue, and 
a portion being removed, a bat flew out. These 
circumstances excited much expectation, which 
was soon afterwards gratified by the channel 
being found at once to open upon the bottom of 
the " well," where the baskets, cord, &c. were ob- 
served which had been employed in the late ex- 
cavation.* 

This discovery was valuable in so far as it 
produced a free circulation of air through the new 

* These operaticns of Caviglia, in exploring and clear- 
ing out the ** weir* and angular passage, gave rise to the 
remarkable discovery, made by Captains Irby and Mangles, 
that from the said angular passage on the night of the 2l8t 
of March 1817, the north pole star was visible at the period 
of its culminating. — E. 
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passage and up the shaft of the " well ;" thus 
dissipating, for the future, all idea of danger from 
the impurity of the atmosphere. Mr. Salt soon 
afterwards ascended from the doorway up to the 
entrance of the " well" in the great gallery, 
without experiencing any great degree of incon- 
venience. 

Proceeding with his excavation Captain Cavig- 
tia soon afterwards discovered, that the new pas- 
sage ended in a spacious chamber, situated almost 
perpendicularly beneath the central point of the 
pyramid. This chamlwr &c. Mr, Salt, on the 
26th March, had an opportunity of carefully ex- 
amining, when he found, after passing the door- 
way, that the passage communicating with the 
" well" continues twenty-three feet farther on the 
same inclined plane, when it becomes narrower and 
niDs in an horizontal direction about twenty-eight 
feet till it opens upon the north-eastern corner of 
the chamber. On the right hand of this passage a 
recess is cut in the rock, about five feet across and 
three deep, corresponding in its situation to the 
one in front of the King's chamber. The new 
chamber is forty-six feet long by twenty-seven 
feet broad ; irregularly excavated and with a flat 
roof. When first discovered it was nearly filled 
with loose stones and rubbish, which were subse- 
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quentlj removed. From the singular construction 
of this chamber it is difficult to conceive a correct 
notion of its general shape. The rock on each 
side, at the east end, is described as forming a 
floor, on a level with the horizontal passage, ex- 
tending about half way along the chamber ; and 
the chamber there is fifteen feet high, while in 
the central compartment the rock is excavated 
five feet lower down, with a hollow space in the 
middle, bearing the appearance of the commence- 
ment of a well. 

On descending into the lower compartment, it 
is said to continue lengthways, gradually narrow- 
ing to three feet wide and rising by four irregular 
steps up to the western end of the chamber, 
where there is scarcely room to stand upright 
between the ceiling and the floor. In the same 
direction also are cut two galleries, or passages, 
on the sides close to the walls, each about three 
feet wide, terminating in rude seats, carved in the 
rock, which may have served as seats, or pedestals 
for statues ; the intermediate platforms not being 
more than three feet from the geiling, and rudely 
shaped, as if broken up in search of treasure. 
Over the northern platforms are some Roman 
characters, smoked with the flame of a candle, 
and so rudely formed as to be unintelligible, a 



L 



HENRY SALT, 
circumstance partly to be attributed to the rock 
having mouldered away, probably from the effecta 
of damp, the chamber bearing evident signs of 
moisture, caused by the rain-water finding its way 
in at certain seasons of the year from the en- 
trance. On the south side of this chamber is ex- 
cavated another passage, just wide and high 
enough for a man to creep along upon his hands 
and knees. It enters fifty-four feet horizontally 
into the rock, and there abruptly terminates. 

" Before I quit this chamber," (says Mr. Salt,) 
" I must observe that though it now bears so rude 
and unfinbhed an appearance, yet, afler comparing 
it very carefully with many other subterranean 
chambers that have been disfigured by the effects 
of time and the rude bands of curious inquirers, I 
cannot help entertaining an opinion that it was 
once highly ornamented, and perhaps used for car- 
rying on some secret mysteries.* I confess that I 

• It Bcems difficuh to conjecture on what grounds Mr. 
Salt entertained the above opinion, as the details oi' hia de- 
scription certainlj' appear to favour the supposition of this 
chamber being merely an unfinished ex.cavation. The com- 
mencement of a well in its central compnrimenl, the long 
postage literally " leading to nothing," and the fact of no 
vettige of ornamental remains being found nroong the 
rubbish with which it was filled, all tend to <;onlirm the 
notion that the apartment must have been lefl originally in 
an incomplete slate— E, 
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had flattered mjself, before it was cleared out, 
that it would be found to correspond with the 
one described bj Herodotus as containing the 
tomb of Cheops, and into which, according to the 
usual interpretation of the passage, was introduced 
a canal from the Nile ; but after the necessary 
examination, I was reluctantly compelled to relin- 
quish the idea from there being no inlet for the 
water to enter, and from finding that the Nile, 
according to the late French observations, does not 
rise to within thirty feet of its level when the 
river stands at its highest elevation. From an ex- 
pression, however, in Strabo, that the entrance leads 
directly down to the chamber in which stood the 
* thua,' there seems some reason to believe that 
the new chamber was the only one open in his 
day : a circumstance confirmed by Pliny's making 
mention only of what he calls a * well' at eighty- 
six cubits below the surface, which also very nearly 
agrees with the actual depth of this chamber. 

" It was left for a Mussulman to discover the 
real sanctuary and to despoil the tombs of their 
contents. Al Hamoun, the son of Haroun di 
Raschid, prompted by the treasure-searching spirit 
of the age, effected this laborious undertaking, and 
though the difficulties could not have amounted 



HENRY SALT, 
to what the prosing genius of Maillet has sup- 
posed, yet they might well have defied any efforts 
except those of a sovereign enthusiastic in the 
pursuit. The Arab authors of best repute have 
recounted the details of this discovery, and every 
circumstance, in the present aspect of the pyramid, 
serves to confirm their veracity." 

Captain Caviglia's next operation was the clear- 
ing out of the Queen's chamber, which he under- 
took in the hope of finding a sarcophagus there, 
similar to the one in the chambi'r above. His 
labour, however, was but 111-requitcd, as he found 
nothing except bare walls iucrusted with a 
thick coat of salt. He also examined and cleared 
out an horizontal passage, full of loose stones, 
which commences under a kind of arch at the 
east end of the same apartment. It can be traced 
about forty feet into the solid body of the pyramid. 
The first twelve or fourteen feet form a kind of re- 
cess, which may be coeval witli the structure itself, 
but the remainder has probably been more recently 
excavated. This passage was noticed before by 
Monsieur Olivier, and the names of '* Paisley" and 
" Munro" are found inscribed at the farther ex- 
tremity. 

The travellers Niebuhr and Bruce having men- 
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tioned an apartment, first discovered by Mr. Da- 
visoriy* to which there is an entrance from the 
great gallery. Captain Caviglia, by means of a 
rope-ladder, contrived to ascend to it, and, after 
creeping through a narrow, horizontal, and curved 
passage, came, by a break in the wall, to the 
chamber, which proved to be of larger dimensions, 
in length and breadth, than the King's chamber, 
over which it is immediately situated, though in 
height it does not exceed four feet. The sides 
and roof are coated with red granite of the finest 
polish, while the floor is disposed in a species of 
regular ridges, resembling those of a corn-field, 
and produced, as it was ascertained, by its being 
formed of the upper sides of the individual blocks 
of granite which constitute the roof of the cham- 
ber below. The singular dimensions of this apart- 
ment, and the circumstance of its being so highly 

* It is evident, from the above passage, that Mr. Salt, at 
the time of his writing ity must have known of Mr. Walpole's 
recent publication, and yet it is equally certain that in the 
earli/ part of his memoir he (Mr. Salt) attributes the dis- 
covery of the weU in the chamber of the Great Pyramid to 
Caviglia instead of Mr. Davison, who had explored it, it 
appears, fifty-four years before. Perhaps, being a new pub- 
lication, Mr. Walpole's work might have reached Mr. Salt 
while actually employed on his memoir, and in that case he 
may have omitted to correct the error into which he had^ 
inadvertently fallen when writing the earlier part. — £. 
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adorned with polished granite^ led to the expecta- 
tion of some farther discovery, which, after the 
most rigid examination, ended in disappointment. 
The polish on the granite in this chamber, it may 
be noticed, affords an unanswerable refutation of 
some observations made by Norden respecting the 
remote antiquity of the pyramids compared with 
that of the other edifices in Egypt, which are de- 
duced from the groundless supposition that the 
art of polishing that material was unknown in the 
country at the period when these mighty struc- 
tures were erected. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Caviglia's Examination of the numerous Ruins and Tumuli 
on the Banks of the Nile. — Hieroglyphics. — Salt's De- 
scription of the internal Structure of the Mausoleums. — 
Egyptian Sculpture. — Farther Researches of Caviglia. — 
The most ancient Examples of Art in the World. — TJie 
Catacombs explored by Caviglia. — Excavation of the 
Sphynx. — Its Appearance afler it was denuded. — Opera- 
tions of the French Engineers on that colossal Image. — 
Caviglia's Perseverance. 

As soon as Captain Caviglia had completed his 
labours at the Great Pyramid, which, it is to be 
regretted, do not appear to have been rewarded 
by very important results, he directed his atten- 
tion to a particular examination of some of the 
prodigious assemblage of ruined edifices and tu- 
muli that lie dispersed without order about the 
various pyramids, and which extend to an almost 
interminable distance to the north and south, 
along the left bank of the Nile. These edifices 
appear to be in general of an oblong form, placed 
longitudinally north and south, and are construct- 
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ed of large masses of stone, having the walls 
slightly inclined from the perpendicular inwards, 
according to the practice usually observed in 
Egyptian structures. They all appear to have 
had flat roofs, with a sort of parapet round the 
outside, formed of stones rounded at top, and 
rising about a foot above the level of the terrace; 
the stones of which the walls are constructed 
being of various and unequal size, seldom rectan- 
gular, though very neatly fitted to each other, 
somewhat in the same manner as those of the Cy- 
clopean buildings in Greece. Some have doorways 
carved like those at the entrance of the cata- 
combs, ornamented above with a volute covered 
with hieroglyphics ; while others have small 
square apertures in tbe side, gradually narrowing 
inwards, to admit the light into their several 
chambers. These doors and windows are inva- 
riably found on the northern and eastern aides; 
many have been constructed without apertures, 
being decorated with grooves only, which give the 
false appearance of portals. Not merely the door- 
ways, but the whole line of one of these edifices 
bear the traces of hieroglyphics ; and it is worthy 
of remark, that one of the stones which is thus 
orDBtnented has also other hieroglyphics and 
^ures, on the reverse, turned upside down and 

VOL. II. G 
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incomplete, which appears to prove beyond a 
doubt that it constituted previously a part of some 
other edifice. Far the greater number^ however, of 
these mausoleums appear to have been quite plain, 
having a few unomamented chambers only, and 
one well, or more, in the centre of each, of con- 
siderable depth, conducting to a small apartment 
which served as a receptacle for the dead. These 
last appear to be very antient, and a few of them 
are of such unusual magnitude, that, had not the 
Pyramids existed, they would have been consi- 
dered as objects of the greatest curiosity. Only 
one of these monuments was found entire, or 
nearly so, the rest being broken up, and for the 
most part in ruins, the stones even presenting all 
the various stages of decomposition, according to 
the respective antiquity of the different edifices : 
whence it may be inferred that the adjacent 
tumuh have been composed of the mouldering 
relics of similar monuments. 

It has been conjectured by some writers on the 
subject, that these structures are of posterior date 
to the Pyramids, owing to the circumstance of 
some of them being ornamented with hierogly- 
phics ; but this idea, if it merit serious attention, 
can oAly be applied to those which are so adorned, 
the rest being constructed on as plain and simple 
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a principle as the Pyramids themselves ; while the 
total decomposition of some of the larger monu- 
ments, though built of the same materials and 
exposed only to the same accidents of climate, 
serves only to shew their equal, if not superior 
claim to antiquity. 

It may also be remarked, that some traces of 
hieroglyphics have been noticed extending from 
stone to stone, and which appear to have occu- 
pied considerable space, on the great portal in 
front of the second Pyramid, which has been 
always allowed to be coeval with the fabric itself, 
and, if historians of the highest credit are to be 
believed, even the Pyramids were once similarly 
adorned. Moreover, on all the remains of the 
most antient cities, such as Or, Zoan. &c., hiero- 
glyphics are found, which, if the Pyramids were 
built by the sovereigns mentioned in Herodotus, 
(of which there appears no reason to doubt,) they 
must have been of more remote date than the 
Pyramids. It must be remembered, likewise, 
that the same hieroglyphics which are conspicu- 
ous on the obelisk at Ileliopolis are also promi- 
nent on the tablets of the Sphinx. 

From these and other arguments adduced, 
Mr. Salt, after a very minute examination of these 
monuments, entertained the notion that the spot 



84 THE LIFE OF 

on which they ^tand, formerly served as a place of 
sepulchre to the antielit Kings of Egypt, anterior 
as well as subsequently to the construction of the 
Pyramids, and that it was connected as such with 
the city of Or, or Heliopolis, before the seal of 
empire had been transferred to Memphis.* 

Returning from this digression, Mr. Salt next 
proceeds to describe the internal structure of se- 
veral of the mausoleums cleared out by Captain 
Caviglia^ the greater pait of which were filled up 
with sand and rubbish, which proves the length of 
time that must have elapsed since they were open- 
ied by the natives. The first of these structures 
which Caviglia examined contained a small chaim- 
ber covered with stucco, and ornamented with 

."* This subject appears to be one of great difficulty and 
obscurity, and though Mr. Salt does not adduce anything 
ampunting to a direct proof in support of his opinions, yet 
his arguments seem to claim a good deal of consideration 
abd respect. Th^ inconsiderable number of hieroglyphics 
found on the stones used in the construction of the mau- 
soleums appears to me dmost conclusive against their 
having been built from the remains of the casings of the Py- 
ramids, which there seems strong reason to suppose were 
profusely adorned with such ornaments, and which the lapse 
of time could scarcely have so generally obliterated. Those 
who are desirous of perusing the arguments employed on 
the adverse side of the question will find them very ably 
stated in the article in the Quarterly Review, ** On the An- 
tiquities of Egjrpt," before alluded to. — £. 
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rude paintings on the walls, one of which, though 
much defaced, evidently represented the sacred 
boat, and another a procession of figures march- 
ing along, each bearing a lotus in his hand. At 
the southern end of the same chamber a consider- 
able number of mouldering mummies were laid 
in a recumbent posture, one over the other, with 
a few fragments of wooden cases ; many of the 
booes were found entire, and among the rest a 
skuil, with part of its cloth covering inscribed 
with hieroglyphical characters. 

The second of these edifices which he inspected 
was found to be still more interesting, though it 
contained no paintings and was <)uite plain, from 
the peculiar distribution of its chambers, and 
from its containing several fragments of rare 
statues both in calcareous stone and granite. The 
most valuable of these consisted of two pieces, 
forming the entire borly of a figure almost as large 
as life, in the act of walking, with the left leg 
stretched forward, and the two arms hanging 
down and resting on the thighs. From the po- 
sition in which this statue stood, exactly fronting 
the opening groove, as well as from the pedestal 
and foot of another, of equal dimensions, found in 
the same chamlier in a similar situation, it seemed 
probable that they had been so placed for the 
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express purpose of being seen from an adjoining 
corridor bj the Mends and relatives of the de- 
ceased, especially as the more perfect statue ap- 
peared to bear evident marks of being intended as 
a portrait of the person whom it was designed to 
represent, the several parts being marked with 
strict attention to nature, and coloured after life, 
with artificial eyes of glass or transparent stones, 
to give a more perfect resemblance of a living 
man. 

The identical head belonging to this statue, 
unfortunately could not be found ; but another 
of the same style and materials (probably belong- 
ing to the foot and pedestal before noticed), was 
discovered, and supplied the deficiency in the 
former. This head, even in its present state, is 
extremely valuable, from its similarity in style 
and features to that of the Sphinx ; having the 
same facial line, the same sweetness of expression 
and marking in the mouth, and the same round- 
ness and peculiarity which characterize the rest 
of the features : circumstances which tend to prove 
its almost equal antiquity. In attempting to 
remove the statue from the chamber, the opening 
was so small that it was found impossible to force 
the fragments through the entrance, and it took 
nearly eight hours to break away a sufficient 
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portion of the wall to admit of its being removed, 
so that the statue must have been placed there 
prior to the finishing of the mausoleum. 

Some other fragments in granite and alabaster, 
found in these chambers, are also interesting, from 
their affording a higher idea of Egyptian sculpture 
than has been usually entertained ; a closer atten- 
tion being shown to the marking of the bones and 
mtiscles, without descending too much to parti- 
culars, than is generally apparent in Egyptian 
statues. A fragment of a leg is peculiarly noticed 
for a ftilness in the parts and strictness of propor- 
tion, not unlike the school of Michael Angelo ; 
white the alabaster remains are described, as far 
as finishing goes, as by no means inferior to the 
productions of even Grecian sculptors. 

The next of these edifices, opened by Crfviglia, 
was somewhat differently distributed from the 
former, but not inferior in the interesting nature 
of its decorations ; the principal opening to its 
chambers is situated at the south-east comer. 
Over tliis entrance a line of hieroglyphics is 
carved, now much defaced, and on each side, as 
you enter, is sculptured a boat of large size, which 
differs, in having a square sail, from any now used 
on the Nile. The first apartment is small, but 
adorned with the usual paintings in bas-relief of 
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oxen, deer, and birds ; men engaged in planning 
and preparing certain articles of furniture, hew- 
ing blocks of wood, and pressing out skins either 
of wine or oil. This chamber leads to a second 
larger than the former, the top of which is hol- 
lowed out in the form of an arch. In this apart- 
nient the figures and hieroglyphics are singularly 
interesting and beautiful : on the right is repre- 
sented a quarrel between some boatmen, executed 
with great spirit ; and a little farther on, a num- 
ber of men engaged in the different pursuits of 
agriculture, ploughing, hoeing up the ground, 
bringing in their corn upon asses, storing it in the 
magazines, and other similar occupations. 

On the west end are several vases, painted in 
the most brilliant coloiu^s ; and on the south side 
a band of musicians, playing on the harp, flute, 
and a species of clarionet, together with a group 
of dancing women, tinged of a yellow colour, as is 
the case in most of the temples of Upper Egypt.* 

* In general, the description given above of the orna- 
mental parts of several of these edifices, corresponds with 
the admirable observations of Mr. Hamilton on the paint- 
ings, found in Upper Egypt, in the different tombs of pri- 
vate individuals, nobles, and sovereigns, which he had the 
opportunity of inspecting. Many of the subjects of these 
paintings are taken from the domestic life of the persons 
whose remains '* these grottos"- enshrine. Their agricul- 
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These form only the more remarkable designs 
executed in small linear compartments ; besides 
these, a male and female figure, as large as life, 
without any symbols of divinity, appear presiding 
over the whole, and in alt piubability are intended 
as portraits (like the statues in the plain mauso- 
leum) of the persons to whom this tomb was de- 
dicated. Parallel to the above chamber lies an- 
other, nearly of the same dimensions, rudely cut 
out and unadorned ; and to tlie westward of both 
is a small chamber transversely situated, with 
figures and hieroglyphics carved un its walls. 

In a fifth chamber of this mausoleum, cleared 
out by Caviglia, theie are also some hieroglyphics 
worthy of notice, from their being executed on a 
tliick coat of white plaster, by means, as it would 

tural operations, their modea of hunting, fishing, &c. are 
all represented on the walls, with a more or less degree 
of akill, according to tlie stations of life in which the parlies 
respectively moved ; and io some of the Itoyal tombs the 
good or evil actions of their inmates are depicted with a 
strictness and impartiality which shows the strong sense of 
retributive justice that must have been entertained by the 
Egyptians in those remote ages. In some instances (like 
those in the tombs about the Pyramids) the paintings and 
otlier ornaments have greatly suffered from time and acci- 
dent, but in others they are in as perfect a state, and the 
colours as brilliant, as if they had just issued from the hands 
of the artist. — E. 
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appear, of a wooden stamp or mould : a practice 
which may perhaps serve as a hint to some 
ingenious European artisan to introduce, at a 
trifling expense, this simple yet elegant mode of 
ornamenting chambers. Besides those already no- 
ticed, many others of these edifices were cleared 
out and found to consist of similar apartments, 
varying in numbers and disposition, but orna- 
mented generaUy with paintings and bas-reUefs, 
according, perhaps, to the wealth or caprice of 
those who erected them ; one chamber in par- 
ticular, from the delicacy of its colours, and its 
generally pleasing effect, seemed to merit peculiar 
attention. In all the mausoleums examined were 
found fragments of bitumen, quantities of mummy 
cloth, and a great number of human bones, so 
that there can remain no doubt of their having 
served the purpose of enshrining the dead. 

In concluding the account of his researches 
among these dreary mansions, Mr. Salt proceeds 
to offer a few cursory remarks upon the peculiar 
specimens of sculpture-painting above described, 
which he thinks may fairly be considered as pre- 
senting the most ancient examples of art in the 
world. The objects, it appears, in which the ar- 
tists seem to have best succeeded, are the animals 
and birds, several instances of which may be 
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pointed out, that are executed with a holdncss of 
outline and an attention to nature, which evince 
a considerable progress in design. The human 
figures, it b true, are in general drawn sadly out 
of proportion, though the action is commonly just 
and often energetic. The colours, in many of the 
chambei-s, retain all their original freshness, and 
present an harmonious effect tliat is very grateful 
to the eye. In some of the chambers, Mr. Salt 
remained sometimes for hours, contemplating with 
peculiar dehght the effects of this singular com- 
bination of bas-relief, and of colouring after life, 
which presents a s]>ecie3 of reatity that mere paint- 
ing can with difficulty produce.* 

A considerable portion of the pleasure derived 
from these paintings is undoubtedly attributable 
to the association of ideas arising from local cir- 
cumstances connected with them ; but let a man, 
if possible, divest himself of these feelings, and he 
must probably still allow that their simplicity, the 
highly-tin islied manner in wliich they are exe- 
cuted, the unbroken tints which are employed, 
the variety of the subjects deUneated, and the oc- 
casional el^ance of form, together with the in- 

* TJiis rfality must I should imagine partake too much 
of the effect of coloured wax-toori ; the most disagreeable 
of all the efforts of art.- E. 
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finite variety of hieroglyphics used to fill up the 
designs, display a rich assemblage of ornament 
that renders this style of art particularly adapted 
to the embellishment of apartments. 

The next undertaking of Caviglia was to exa- 
mine the catacombs in the vicinity of the Pyra- 
mids. Those to the west of them do not appear 
to have possessed any peculiar interest; he and 
Mr. Salt entered some few, but found them too 
uninviting to induce them to prosecute their re- 
search ; and though Captain Caviglia subsequently 
penetrated into one of the many labyrinthian pas- 
sages observed, to the distance of three hundred 
feet, yet he met with nothing to compensate him 
for the attempt. 

To the southward of the second pyramid some 
caves were met with, cut in the rock bounding 
the platform on which it stands, that appear 
worthy of notice. In several of them are traces 
of the painted-sculpture which once adorned the 
walls, and in most of them are mummy-pits^ all 
emptied of their contents by the Arabs. In one 
of these caves was found a singular roof carved in 
imitation of layers of date trees, affording an ad- 
ditional proof that the Eg3rptians borrowed their 
ideas of architecture from the obgects that sur- 
rounded them. Upon the rock, bounding the 
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northern side of the platform, are carvt-d some 
remarkahle hieroglyphics. 

Another set of catacombs was also explored, 
the eastern chamber of which is commonly called 
the Sheik's residence. It is divided into several 
compartments, and on the walls are some curious 
pieces of sculpture, representing a party of mu- 
sicians playing on different instruments, and a 
procession of deer and other animals, part of 
which are being led up an ascending plane to the 
presence of a figure as large as life. On the 
north side of the same apartment is carved the 
figure of an hippopotamus on the borders of a 
circle, which possibly once formed part of a zo- 
diac; the sign Pisces still remaining, though all 
the rest of the wall has been destroyed. In a small 
interior chamber was found a granite sarcophagus, 
nearly buried in the sand, which, on its being ex- 
cavated, proved to be without ornament. 

Though the caves just described are only at a 
short distance from some others which were no- 
ticed, yet the two sets are so completely separated 
by the sands, that travellers frequently overlook 
either the one or the other in the course of their 
research. Several of the apartments in the last- 
mentioned catacombs are particularly interesting, 
on account of the figures sculptured on the walls. 
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and serve to confirm the remarks before made 
by Mr. Salt on Egyptian art^ as far as relates to 
the delineation of animals and birds ; the small 
composition of the gazelle, especially, being re- 
markably beautiful, not only for natural simplicity 
of action and correctness of form, but also for the 
admirable feeling which pervades the design. This 
subject afterwards became a favourite one among 
the Romans in adorning their walls, as is evinced 
by the several examples of it at Herculaneum 
and Pompeii, and contributes to prove that even 
in painting these masters of the world did not dis- 
dain to copy from their predecessors. The fish, 
too, and birds are here also very accurately de- 
scribed, so that their species may be distinguished 
at a glance, particularly the hoopoo, paddy bird, 
and Indian hen ; and among the fish, the mullet 
and the boolty, which last is reckoned by far the 
best fish of the Nile. In an adjoining chamber a 
number of men are represented working a wine-' 
press, as it appears, from the colour of the liquor 
being painted red. 

Not far from these catacombs stands a large 
pile of building, the lower basement of which is 
cut out of the rock. It is of an irregular quad- 
rangular shape, having a large chamber supported 
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by cdluinns excavated on its eastern side. The 
upper part of the structure forms a regular jiy- 
raniid, in three stages, built of large masses of 
stone, which bear the marks of having been on the 
outside richly ornamented. This edifice forms an 
interesting object in the general coup-d'ieil of the 
Pyramids from the neighbouring mountains, as 
well as from several other points of view. 

A range of catacombs is also deserving of 
notice excavated in the eastern brow of the 
rock on which the Pyramids are situated. Those 
caves which are still uncovered by sand are 
very numerous, of irregular dimensions, and are 
excavated one above another, as appears most 
coDvenieut with regard to the original surface of 
the rock. Mutilated pieces of sculpture, and 
' fragments of statues, placed in niches in the walls, 
prove that many of thera were once highly adorn- 
ed, and the greater part have a roll of hiero- 
glyphics carved over the doorways by way of 
qmament, one of which was copied as a specimen. 
It is inscribed over the apartment inhabited by 
Caviglia during his laborious operations at the 
Sphinx, the last and most arduous of his under- 
takings, and which seems to have excited the 
admiration and astonishment of every one who 
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witnessed the exertions and indefatigable ^rse- 
verance he displayed in excavating this vast mo- 
nument of antiquity. 

The following account of the general appear- 
ance of the Sphinx, after it was denuded by 
Caviglia, is copied nearly verbatim from Mr. Salt's 
MS. memoir, written about the period when the 
excavation was completed. I shall not enter into 
particulars, but shall merely state those circum- 
stances attending the enterprise itself which may 
serve to convey to the reader some notion of the 
enormous difficulties of the undertaking. 

" This monument,'* says Mr. Salt, " so imposing 
in its aspect even in tlie mutilated state to which 
it has been reduced, has always excited the ad- 
miration of those who possessed knowledge enough 
of art to appreciate its merits ; for though to an 
untutored eye, on a first glance, there remains so 
little of the features as scarcely to give more than 
a general idea of the human head, yet, after 
repeated and accurate observation, the several 
parts may be traced with sufficient clearness 
to afibrd a tolerably complete idea of its original 
perfection. 

" The contemplative turn of the eye, the mild 
expression of the mouth, and the beautiful dispo- 
sition of the drapery at the angle of the forehead. 
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plainly attest the admirable skill of the artist 
by whom it was executed. It is true that no 
very considerable share of attention is paid to 
those proportions we are accustomed to admire, 
Dor does the pleasing impression which it produces 
result from any known rule adopted in its execu- 
tion ; on the contrary, the effect may be rather 
attributed to the unstudied simplicity of the con- 
ception, the breadth, yet high finish, of the several 
parts, and the stupendous magnitude of the 
whole. 

" Such are the sentiments witli which a re- 
peated view of it has inspired me. At first, 
I confess I felt, like many other travellers, that 
the praises lavished upon it by Norden, Denon, 
and others, were exaggerated ; but the more I 
studied it, at different hours of the day and under 
various effects of light and shade, the more I 
became convinced of their having barely done 
justice to its merits. It must be allowed, indeed, 
that the drawings by both the gentlemen above- 
mentioned very faintly accord with their enco- 
miums, the performances of both being of an in- 
different description ; but, after having repeatedly, 
and with little success, attempted to delineate the 
figure myself, I must admit that the difficulties 
of the uudertaking are enough to baffle the efforts 

VOL. II. H 
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of any one not professionally dedicated to the 
arts. 

" Before I proceed, I must premise that the 
general impression made upon me by this monu- 
ment was produced by a leisurely contemplation 
of it when laid open to its base, with the frag- 
ments of its beard resting beneath its chin, its 
paws stretched fifty feet in advance, with the 
temple, granite tablet, and altar, spread out on a 
r^ular platform in its front. These interesting 
objects, which no one for ages had had an oppor- 
tunity of beholding, undoubtedly tended to exalt 
the whole monument in my estimation ; and, in 
order that I may endeavour to convey to others a 
somewhat similar feeling, I shall now proceed to 
give an account of Captain Caviglia's discove- 



ries." 



From various reports in circulation in Egjrpt, it 
was understood that the French engineers, during 
their stay in that country, had made a consider- 
able excavation in front of the Sphinx, and that 
they had just discovered a door at the time when 
they were compelled by untoward circumstances 
to suspend their operations. This account was 
repeatedly confirmed by the assertions of the 
Arabs, several of whom declared they had been 
present at the discovery, and said " it led into the 
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body of the Sphinx ;" while otliers affirmed that 
" it conducted up to the second Pyramid." 
Though little stress could be laid upon such 
statements, yet they rendered Captain Caviglia 
very unwilling to relinquish his researches with- 
out, at least, doing everything in his power to 
ascertain the facts. 

To this end he first began to open a deep 
trench on the left, or northern side, opposite the 
shoulder of the statue ; and though the sand was 
80 loose that the wind drove back at night more 
than half of what he could remove in the day, 
yet he managed, by the aid of planks arranged so 
as to support the sides, to dig down to its base. 
As the trench was, however, not more than 
twenty feet across at the top, and not above 
three feet wide at the bottom, the situation of the 
workmen became evidently dangerous ; since, if 
any large body of sand had fallen in, (and the 
planks were very weak,) it must have irrecoverably 
smothered those who were employed below ; and 
in consequence it was found necessary to abandon 
this part of the attempt. By means of this trench, 
however, the height of the statue, from the top 
of the head to the base, was ascertained ; and 
it was also found that the external surface of 
the body was composed of irregularly sized stones, 
H 2 
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built up with much care and covered with red 
paint, with no very clear indications of the form, 
but having three protruding ledges, one below the 
other, and broad enough for a man to stand upon, 
which it is conjectured might be designed for the 
folds of the mantle or dress, and that they were 
added by the Romans. 

The result of this first operation not proving 
satis&ctory to Caviglia, determined him to under- 
take another excavation, on a larger scate, in 
front, which was accordingly begun early in 
March, and continued without intermission till 
the end of June, by which period, with the daily 
assistance of from sixty to a hundred labourers, 
he succeeded in laying open the whole figure to 
its base, with a clear area extending in front to 
more than a hundred feet, a distance to which it 
was judged necessary the excavation should be 
carried, in order to afford space enough for the 
shelving of the sand. 

" It is scarcely possible," says Mr. Salt, " for 
any person unused to operations of this kind to 
form a notion of the difficulties which Captain 
Caviglia had to- surmount when working at the 
depth of the base ; for, in spite of all his precau- 
tions, the slightest breath of wind or concussion 
set all the surrounding particles of the sand in 



HENRY SALT. 



101 



motion, so tiiat the sloping sides began to crumble 
away, and mass after mass to come tumbling 
down, till the whole moving surface bore no unapt 
resemblance to a cascade of water. Even when 
the sides appeared most firm, if the labourers sus- 
pended their work only for an hour, they found, 
on their return, that they had the greater part of 
their labour to do over again. This was particu- 
larly the case on the southern side of the right 
paw, where the whole of the people were employ- 
ed for seven days without making any sensible 
advance." 

While his laborious undertakings were still ad- 
vancing. Captain Cavigha, in consequence of his 
exertions and too constant exposure to the sun, 
was unfortunately seized with an attack of oph- 
thalmia, which compelled him to suspend his 
operations, and shortly afterwards lie returned to 
take charge of his ship at Alexandria. These 
events, it is to be regretted, appear to have 
arrested the prosecution of all farther discovery 
in the interesting field for inquiry which had 
so recently been opened. The physical powers 
and mental energy which had hitherto triumphed 
over every obstacle could not readily be supplied 
by any other individual, and the sands rapidly 
rcassuming their empire, again swallowed up, 
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perhaps for ever, the stupendous monument which 
the enterprising spirit of one man had just rescued 
from their dominion. 

The expense incurred by all these operations 
amounted to about eighteen thousand piastres, a 
large share of which was furnished by Mr. Salt» 
and several other gentlemen, on the liberal con- 
dition that whatever antiquities might be dis- 
covered should be left to the sole disposal of Cap- 
tain Caviglia, who, with a grateful feeling that re- 
flects credit on his character, requested Mr. Salt 
to forward all the remains of value to the British 
Museum, as a testimony of his attachment to the 
English nation, under the protection of whose flag 
he had sailed for several years. Mr. Salt, in con- 
clusion, very justly remarks, that " the unexam- 
pled circumstance that these operations were car- 
ried on by a single individual, attended only by 
one soldier, without the slightest molestation be- 
ing offered, or unpleasant event occurring, not- 
withstanding that numerous parties of idle sol- 
diers went every day to inspect his labours, and 
thousands of Arabs, during part of the time, were 
encamped in the neighbourhood, presents the most 
unequivocal proof of the tranquillity now reigning 
in Egypt, and does honour, at the same time, to 
the liberality of Mahomed Ali Pasha, who on 



this occasion, as on many others, exerted himself 
to facilitate the researches carried on by Eu- 
ropeans connected with science." 

In the peculiar circumstances in which I am 
placed, I have been precluded from dwelling on 
the variety of interesting remains discovered by 
Caviglia in the progress of his researches. These 
are, to a certain degree, detailed in an article in 
the Quarterly Review already noticed ; but the 
documents with which its intelligent author was 
suppHed, were of an inferior description to the 
Jinisked memoir by Mr. Salt, which, with its ac- 
companying illustrations, will I trust be yet laid 
before the public* 

• Mr. Salt's survey and drawings of the Pyramids, sepul- 
chral " wells" and adjacent tombs, which illustrate his me- 
moir, are, I am informed by Captain Mangles, who had good 
of^rtunities of ascertaining the fact, remarLable for the 
extraordinary fidelity and aceuracy with whicli they are exe- 
cuted. — E. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Salt invites Pearce to join him in Egypt. — His Letter to 
that effect. — Pearce sets out for Egypt, — Absence of Mr. 
Salt on his arrival. — Pearce embarks on the Nile in search 
of his master. — Mr. Salt attacked by illness in Upper 
Eg3rpt — His Letter from Cairo to the Author. — Literest- 
ing Epistles to Lord Mountnorris, Mrs. Morgjm, and Mn 
Hamilton, respecting £g3rptian Antiquities. — Letters to 
Miss Halls and Sir Francis Darwin. 

It has been before mentioned, that on his 
arrival in Egypt, Mr. Salt sent a letter to Pearce 
to acquaint him with his having entered on the 
Consular Office. This letter, and a box contain- 
ing various serviceable articles, did not reach their 
destination till March ISIT^ when Pearce, in 
reply, informed the Consul of the death of the 
Ras Welled Selass6, and of the dreadftd state of 
civil war in which that event had involved the 
province of Tigr6, and indeed the whole of 
Abyssinia. On the receipt of this intelligence, 
Mr. Salt wrote the following letter to Pearce, 



henhy salt. 



to invite him to join him in Egypt, with as little 
delay as possible. 



" Cairo, June 29th, 181S. 
" Dear Pearce, 

" I have at last the pleasure of sending back 
Hadjee Said, who has been waiting patiently here 
for my despatches. On his arrival I was engaged 
in a voyage in Upper Egypt (Thebes), visiting the 
interesting antiquities that are to be found there. 
I have, since ray return, not only received the 
packets sent by him, but all the others since for- 
warded, with the plants which you intended 
should come by way of Mocha, but which for- 
tunately came by the nearer route of Jidda. I 
am also glad to inform you, that I believe the 
greater part of your other papers, sent at different 
periods through Mocha, have lately made their 
appearance, owing, I suppose, to its being known 
that I resided at Cairo, These various papers, I 
can assure you, contain alt together a very curious 
and interesting collection of facts. It is sur- 
prising how much you improve every time I hear 
from you, both in matter and writing. Your 
journals are very clear and very amusing, and 
your account of the chieftains, Ozoros, &c. very 
characteristic and true, I feel no doubt, on your 
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return, of being able to make from them an 
excellent book, which will do you credit in the 
world, and be the means of putting some money 
in your pocket. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

" But now to the most essential point of your 
letter, that of your return. Nothing will glvfe me 
greater pleasure than to see you in Egypt, where 
I have no doubt I can always find you employ- 
ment. You must not expect to be a gentleman ; 
but I can insure you a comfortable maintenance 
with little work, such as looking after my gar* 
den, or collecting antiques, which will be at least 
an en^>loyment for you ; and if anything happens 
to me I have left you, by will, fifty pounds a-year 
for your life and that of your wife. Bring the 
latter over by all means ; she will be useful here, 
if you can prevail on her to come. The time of 
your departiu^ I leave entirely to you ; but before 
you quit Abyssinia, make up a good collection of 
plants at least, and do not forget any information 
that you can acquire. * ♦ ♦ 

'* On the way down, enquire about an ancient 
road from Hake to Zoola among the Hazorta. 
Shum Hummar told me about a stone with an 
inscription, said to be somewhere near Assuba, 
the place where you came down when with the 
Ras. It would be of much consequence, if pos- 
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sible, to get s copy of tliis inscription. It would 
also be very interesting if you could visit Zoola, 
which lies on the coast near Hurtoo, opposite the 
island we called Valcntia Island, as the ancient 
city of Adulis lay somewhere near that quarter, 
and some inscriptions might be found. I have 
written to the Kaimakan of Arkeeko, and have 
seat him some coffee cups, which may keep him 
ia good humour ; and you may assure him that, 
if he sends you safe to Egypt, I will forward him 
a present of a gun. Remember me kindly to 
Coffin, and send liim a portion of the things I 
now consign to your care. * * * If he thinks 
of returning home, desire him to come by way 
of Egypt, where I shall be able to give him much 
assistance in getting to England. Old Hadjee 
Said appears to be a good kind of man, and I 
iotrust him with a box and other things for you, 
together with ninety dollars, which I hope will 
supply your wants for the present. Your friend 
Werki also returns with him ; I do not know 
exactly what success he has met with. Abys- 
sinia appears to be in a sad state, and no hope, I 
fear, of an amendment. 

" Remember me kindly to all friends who may 
be living, for a woeful number seem dead, and 
assure them I shall always strive to serve them. 
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** The Pasha here talks of conquering Abys- 
unia some day or other ; but that will never do ; 
for though bad Christians, that is better than 
being Mussuknans. Continue to write whenever 
you can, though I only mention this in case of your 
not quitting the country immediately ; for if you 
should come away the week after receiving, thb 
letter I shall be equally pleased to see you. I 
send you an English passport, with my seal, 
though I believe you had one before, but in your 
troubles it may have been lost. ♦ ♦ • When 
you come away it will be right to bring the 
Abuna's letters, if he should have any, for the 
patriarch ; and I hope that, long before this, you 
will have received the letter for him, it having 
been forwarded in October last. 

** I am most happy to hear that your health is 
so much improved, and have no doubt it will be 
better when you have settled quietly in Egypt. 
♦ ♦ ♦ If, on your return, you should only be 
able to get to Cossier and not to Suez, you may 
easily reach me, as your passport will secure you 
anywhere in Egypt a good reception. Believe 
me your sincere friend, 

" Henry Salt." 

" Mr. Nathaniel Pearce." 
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The above letter reached Pearce on the 25th of 
October 1818, and, with his usual promptitude 
and decision, he determined on setting out that 
very night for Egypt. Having communicated his 
intentions to his wife, who begged to accompany 
him, he set forward on his journey about an hour 
after dark, and reached Cairo on the 21th of 
January, 1819, having encountered considerable 
difficulties and perils on the route. On reaching 
Cairo, he found, to bis no small disappointment, 
that Mr. Salt was absent on an excursion to 
Upper Egypt, in company with Mr. Bankes and 
several other gentlemen. He at first experienced 
some slight difficulty in gaining admis><ion into 
the Consular House, from his not being able to 
make himself understood, as well as from his 
strange and uncouth appearance ; fortunately for 
him, however, Mr. Jowett and Mr. Fuller were 
at the time residing in the house, by whom he 
was received with kindness. He had no sooner 
got comfortalily settled than he began to feel im- 
patient in the absence of his master (as he always 
termed Mr. Salt), and determined, at all events, to 
proceed up the Nile in search of him. This plan, 
however, it would not have been easy for him to 
have put in execution, had it not been for the 
kind offer of Mr. Jowett to give him a passage in 
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a canja which the former had hired to transport 
him up the Nile in the course of a few days. 

Pearce had now great difficulty in persuading 
his wife (and a young Abyssinian girl, named 
Cullum, who had accompanied them in their 
journey^) to remain behind at Cairo, from the 
apprehension of being sold for slaves, or, at least, 
of being forced to eat meat that had been touched 
by Mahometans ; but at length they were prevailed 
on to stay among the female servants of the house, 
and he set off with Mr. Jowett on the 6th of Fe- 
bruary. On their way, at a place called Aszaria, 
they met Mr. and Mrs. Belzoni coming down the 
Nile with the sarcophagus and other antiquities ; 
their boat was immediately hailed by Mr. Jowett, 
and he and Pearce went on board. As soon as 
Mr. and Mrs. Belzoni learned the name of the 
latter, they treated him with the utmost attention 
and kindness. 

Resuming his voyage with Mr. Jowett, he ar- 
rived at Esn6 on the 28th. With the mention of 
this place his journal abruptly concludes, and it is 
a little remarkable, perhaps, that in none of the 
letters or papers which have been placed in my 
hands, have I been able to find the slightest allu- 
sion to the time or place of his meeting with Mr. 
Salt. Probably it must have occurred in the course 
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of the passage, as Mr. Salt, soon after his ar- 
rival in Upper Egypt, was attacked by one of the 
dreadful fits of illness to which he was suhject, 
and was forced to return without delay to Cairo ; 
none of his companions, as I have been informed 
by one of the party, ever expecting to see him again 
alive. Contrary, however, to their forebodings, 
he recovered his health, after a severe straggle, in 
the course of some months ; but it is evident from 
some of the following letters to different friends in 
England, that he himself imagined, at this period, 
that his dissolution was fast approaching. 



" Cairo, May 7tli, 1819. 

" My dear Halls, 
" I have great pleasure in introducing to your 
acquaintance my friend Mr. Briggs, who has long 
been at the head of the 6rst mercantile establish- 
ment in Egypt. He is a gentleman of sound 
principles and highly liberal feelings, which I have 
had ample opportunities of knowing, from his 
having resided a good deal with me since I have 
been in this country. He has not many acquaint- 
ance in London, and being a bachelor would, I 
am sure, have great pleasure in partaking occa- 
sionally of the good cheer which your smtg table 
affords. You will learn from him more about me 
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and mj proceedings than you could from an hun- 
dred letters.f * * * I have great sins to an- 
swer for, with respect to your sisters, for whose 
kind and interesting letters I have been shame- 
fidly ungrateful, that is, in so far as not writing 
in return can be proof of ingratitude, for other- 
wise I am deeply sensible of the obligation 

" For the last seven months, however, I have 
been travelling in Upper Egypt and Nubia, and 
latterly, for three months, have been seriously ill 
with a violent complaint that had well nigh car- 
ried me to the grave. I had, to confess the truth, 
serious thoughts, for some time, that my end was 
approaching ; but, thank God, am now nearly re- 
covered, which I chiefly owe to the adoption of 
flannel and to the meeting with a few bottles of 
good old port, which has brought me round again, 
and given me a prospect, at some distant time, of 
seeing once again my friends in England. Among 
these you and your family rank first, for I promise 
myself more happiness at your fireside than any- 
where else in England. The want of society in 

t I regret that I never had an opportunity of seeing the 
above gentleman. The letter reached me by the post, 
and he never called at my house. I made many enquiries 
after him, but learned that he resided chiefly out of town, 
I think at Mitcham. I was twice invited, by a common 
friend, to meet him at dinner, but he was unable to attend, 
and he lefl England for Eg3rpt not long afterwards.— -E. 
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Egypt, and the living pretty much alone, or 
with those I eare nothing about, have rendered 
me a complete philosopher, not of the " Rousseau 
school," as you may tell Miss Mary, but of that 
temperate sort of philosophy which makes me 
enjoy things as they come, with little regard to 
the future. « • * 

" The Quarterly Review has at length, I see, 
done me justice with respect to our late Egyptian 
discoveries. I have, in my last journey, added much 
to my collection of drawings ; having fagged hard, 
and having had the assistance of Mr. Beechey and 
a young man of the name of Linant, who draws 
well and faithfully. • • * Really there are 
temples in Egypt that give a stupendous idea of 
this singular people ; but above all tliere is a 
gateway, or triumphal arch, as it might be called, 
at Thebes, which surpasses any thing that exists, 
or ever did exist of the kind. It would be ad- 
mirably calculated for a monument of Victory, and 
representations of battles in bas-reliefs might be 
substituted for the figures making offerings to the 
gMls, which enihelhsh the two fronts. — Pray re- 
member me most kindly to your sisters, to all of 

^L whom I will soon write, as well as to your brother. 

H " Your's, &c. 

I ■■ To J. .1. HalU. Esq.- H. Salt." 

H VOL. II. 
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FROM THE SAME TO WILLIAM HAMILTON^ ESQ. 

« Cairo, May 4th, 1819. 

" My dear Sir, 

" I take the liberty of introducing to you my 
friend Mr. Briggs, who was sharer with Caviglia 
and me in the work of the Pyramids. His long 
residence in Egypt, and great knowledge of the 
country, will enable him to give you any informa- 
tion you may wish to have respecting our affairs ; 
and his great liberaUty of character, and anxiety 
to promote knowledge, will be the strongest re- 
commendation I can give him to your notice. I 
have sent by him a very interesting piece of anti- 
quity to England, which goes as a present from 
the Pasha to Sir Sydney Smith. It is a plate of 
gold, inscribed with a dedication to Osiris of the 
great temple at Canopus by one of the Ptolemies : 
it was found over the side column of the gateway, 
between two singular pieces of coloured earthen- 
ware. If he should not have delivered it before 
he gets to England, he will, I am sure, have a 
pleasure in showing it to you. 

" I have not yet received the last Quarterly 
Review ; but I am in hopes, from the list of con- 
tents which I have met with in a newspaper, that 
they have complied with the wish I expressed in 
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a letter to them, and done justice to Caviglia. 
Belzoni has, I observe, made himself very con- 
spicuous by taking to himself a// the merit of the 
late discoveries. A great deal is undoubtedly 
due to him ; but all this will find its proper level. 
• • * There has been lately a grand fracas 
between him and Drovetti's agents, the former 
having been attacked by them at Kamac, with 
an intent, as he lias declared in an affidavit, to 
take away his life. He wrote to ine officially on 
the matter, and I ordered affidavits to be taken 
and laid before the French Consul-General. This 
has put Drovetti in a raging passion, he being in 
some degree implicated in the cause. When the 
affau' is terminated I will forward you a copy of 
the whole proceedings. It is not very likely that 
Belzoni will get much redress here, as Consular 
Courts are bad tribunals for criminal cases ; but a 
publication of the proceedings may amply revenge 
him on the perpetrators of this outrage. 

" Mr. Briggs will communicate to you a plan 
he has tiiought of, to get home the obelisk that 
was once ready for embarkation. As far as get- 
ting the Pasha's consent, I think I could manage 
that. The expense otlierwise would be no great 
matter, if an old ship were given by government, 
and might, I should think, be easily raised by 
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private subscription. Pray give the matter your 
consideration. * * * I see you have been 
getting on very fast in explaining the hierogly- 
phics, if faith is to be put in the vocabulary of 
Dr. Young. One fact he will have a pleasure in 
learning; at Dekki, in Nubia» there is an inscrip- 
tion of the Ptolemies, over the principal entrance, 
which occupies a place evidently connected with 
the architecture, and on each side of this is a 
table of hieroglyphics, nearly similar one to the 
other. Now it struck me, on the spot, that these 
being nearly of the same length as the Greek 
tablet, might possibly contain a translation ; I 
therefore referred to a letter in Mr. Bankes's 
possession, containing some fifty explanations 
of hieroglyphics from Dr. Young, and was 
certainly gratified to find that in the oval, con- 
spicuous on each side, was the name of the ** im- 
mortal Ptolemy," and immediately afterwards the 
name of Hermes on one side, and of Isis on the 
other, to whom, from numerous Greek inscrip- 
tions, &c. &c. it is certain the temple was de^ 
dicatedi 

'* In following up this idea I found, in other 
parts of the temple, the name of Ptolemy, with- 
out the " immortal," over ofiering figm'es ; and 
also those hieroglyphics which the Doctor sup- 
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poses to represent the names of Osiris, Isis, and 
Horus, as well as Hermes, over their respective 
figures invariably, I may say, throughout the nu- 
merous representations on the walls. If this should 
be thought to afford sufficient proof of the hiero- 
glyphics in question, signifying Ptolemy, then the 
Dumber of temples, built before their dynasty 
reigned, will be reduced to a very few in number, 
and Edfou, Esne, Deiidera. and Philoe, Ernaut, &c. 
will all fall into the Ptolemaic period.* I rather 
think you have all along suspected this. 

" Notwithstanding this confirmation, however, 
of part of Doctor Young's system, I wish he would 
be somewhat more cautious in his advances. A 
specific reason should be given for every step, and 
even his own doubts should be communicated 
bona fide as well as his conjeclures, otherwise the 
world will rank bis works with those of Palin and 
Kircher. All the drawings made to illustrate the 
above observations will be sent home with Mr. 
Bankes. I have just time to notice a few of our 
more valuable discoveries this voyage. A com- 
plete plan of a garden and country-house, repre- 
sented to be on the Banks of the Nile : found 
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me in a private tomb at Thebes. A discovery by 
Mr. Bankes that the city, as you term it, on the 
walls of the Memnonium and at Luxor, is a camp, 
the walls of which are made with soldier's shields : 
this he has clearly made out. The representation 
of a bat, at Beni Hassan, found by Mr. Bankes. 
An inscription found by me at Kalapsche, set up 
by ^uffiKiffKog 2/Xxa;, chief of the i^ov&uiojv, who is, 
no doubt, the same person to whom Dioclesian 
made over the war against the Blemmyes, as 
recorded by Procopius. Another inscription, in 
the time of Psammitichus, spelt in the inscription 
^AMMATIXOI (in the dative), on the leg of 
one of the Colossi at Ipsambul, which appears to 
have been engraven when the temple was already 
incumbered with sand ; — and another in the time 
of Psammitus, or, as I conceive, Psammis, with 
many names written by the elephant and bird 
hunters employed by the Ptolemies. The in- 
scription in Psarameticus's time is peculiarly va- 
luable on this temple, as it contains, the finest 
specimens both of design, painting, and sculpture, 
now existing, either in Nubia or Egypt. 

" We stayed a month there excavating at our 
joint expense, and were well rewarded by the dis- 
covery and the drawings we have brought away. 
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We opened also the interior chambers of the 
temple at Scboa, which had escaped all other 
travellers, and discovered there some of the sacred 
boats, with their coloui-s entire, which was a desi- 
deratum. Perhaps I mention what I may have 
communicated in former letters, but my late severe 
illoesa makes me forget what I wrote. I fear 
Dr. Young is rather offended at me, but it is 
without reason ; I did not write to him, because 
I had nothing satisfactory to communicate. With 
respect to. the other fragments of the Rosetta 
stone, I took great pains, and went to some ex- 
pense, in searching for thorn ; but found nothing 
of the kind, neither at the house of the Institute, 
Fort Julian, nor in the neighbourhood of Tiran6, 
where there was said to be a stone with mixed 
characters on it. 

" I should wish to be a subscriber to your new 
society for the hiei-oglyphics, and will endeavour 
to assist you. Your first step should be to have 
a complete and well-drawn set of hieroglyphics, 
which I think I could get done for you at no 
great expense. I also tliink you should resolve 
not to publish any thing that has heretofore been 
done, as I never yet Imve seen one tablet of 
hieroglyphics accurately copied, except a few in the 
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French work. There are many other suggestions 
I could make if I had all you have done. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

** Your obliged and faithful, 

Henrt Salt/' 

« To WiUiam HamOton, Esq." 



FROM THE SAME TO THE EARL OF MOUNTNORRIS. 

" Cairo, May 7th, 1819. 

" My DEAR Lord, 

" This letter is forwarded home by my friend 
Mr. Briggs, and is merely written to acknowledge 
your last kind and obliging letter, which afforded 
me great pleasure. * ♦ ♦ You will hear with 
pleasure that Pearce has safely arrived, well in 
health, but sadly disfigured, poor fellow! by his 
disease. * ♦ ♦ I am just returned from Nubia, 
where I had a delightful expedition with Mr. 
Bankes, but was unfortunately so ill during the 
latter part of it as to have serious thoughts of 
another world, which, however, as you know, 
never alarms me. It is well to play a respectable 
part in life, but whether that part extend to 
a third, fourth, or fifth act, it little matters. 

" I cannot conclude without telling you that 
Mr. Bankes and I have discovered, on the 1^ of 
one of the colossi in front of the temple of Ipsam- 
bul, a Greek inscription written in the time of 
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Psammeticus: it is not in Itself interesting, Lut is 
very valuable as it shows at least that the temple 
must have been built before that remote period. 
On the same statue are the names of the elephant 
and ostrich hunters sent up by the Ptolemies ; and 
OD another colossus is a short inscription, which 
we think to be of the time of Psammis, then call- 
ed Psammeticus, who died in an expedition in 
Nubia. • * • I can send nothing at present, on 
account of the plague, being shut up in strict qua- 
rantine, which, however, I rather prefer to being 
at large in Cairo. 

" Yours most truly, 

H. Salt." 

FaoM THE SAME TO MRS. MORGAN. 

" Cairo, May 22n(I, 1819. 
" Mr DEAR Bessy, 
" After writing my last in October, to which 
I have received no answer, I set out with Mr. 
Bankes and the Baron Sack, chamberlain to the 

I King of Prussia, who came here strongly recom- 
mended to me by Government. We had each a 
separate boat, and one in common for cooking 
and the servants. Besides ourselves, Mr. Beechey, 
my secretary, a Mr. Ricci, a meilical man, who 
both draw well, and a young French gentleman. 
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Monsieur Linant, whom J engaged as an artist, 
were of our party. As our objects were the same, 
to examine the antiquities and make sketches of 

■ 

them, nothing could agree better nor prove more 
agreeable. We stayed at each ruin from three to 
ten days, and at one, which is the most interesting 
in Nubia, the Temple of Ipsambul, upwards of a 
month. 

^^ During this time we were not only engaged 
in taking drawings of these magnificent remains, 
but we also cleared one of the colossi in front of 
the sand down to its base, when we found it, 
though sitting, to measure sixty-two feet in 
height: you may easily, therefore, conceive how 
grand the whole excavation must have been when 
first completed, as there are no less than four 
of these immense figures in front. This is the 
temple that was opened for me two years ago. 
Its inside is perhaps more interesting than its 
exterior, containing a splendid suite of apart- 
ments, the walls of which are painted with histo- 
rical designs in the most brilliant colours. Among 
the rest, a hero returning from battle, in his 
chariot, larger than Ufe; the horses proudly 
marching, and dressed in the gayest trappings, 
that seem to have been made of the finest green 
leather, intermixed with stripes of leopards' skins. 
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their foreheads adorned with plumes of feathers, 
set on a sort of crest formed of four busts of Hods 
gilt; the reins, check-rein, hood-winkers, tassels 
to keep off the flies, exactly the same as those 
now in use, but ornamented in the most costly 
style; the body-cloth striped longitudinally, and 
of the gaudiest colours, with silk tassels ; and the 
chariot itself one of the most elegant and highly- 
finished pieces of work that can be well imagined, 
inlaid, as it would appear by the colouring, with 
ebony, gold, and ivory ; the wheels liglit, and of 
bronze externally, being as well fitted together, 
with only four spokes, as the renowned Mr. 
Holmes himself could have constructed. 

" I must not omit to mention that the hero 
who drives holds the reins in the most fashion- 
able — that is to say, the most easy and natural 
way imaginable, and has, besides, all the gallant 
demeanour of a sovereign. In front of him are 
seen the unfortunate prisoners, tied barbarously 
together and dragged along by the soldiers, who 
carry their bows and arrows in their hands, and 
their sandals on their lefl arm. Some of the pri- 
soners are brown, probably Nubians, and some 
negroes, whose countenances strongly express sul- 
len stubbornness, agony, and even a dcbire of re- 
veoge. All these are executed in the first style of 
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Egyptian art, being first sculptured on the walls 
and then painted. ♦ * ♦ * From this ex- 
cursion I was obliged to return in March last, 
owing to business at Cairo and a violent attack 
of iUness, which much reduced me^ and made it 
absolutely necessary for me to change the air. 

" I have since, thank God ! nearly recovered, 
but am now shut up in quarantine, on account of 
the plague, which has this year committed con- 
siderable ravage throughout the country. In our 
quarantine, however, there is nothing very unplea- 
sant, now that I have a large house and a garden : 
the latter, it is true, is small, but is filled with 
shady trees that render it, morning and evening, 
a delightful retreat. I have in my house, also, an 
agreeable society, consisting of the Baron Sack, 
Mr. Fuller, and the Rev. Mr. Jowett, who will, 
however, shortly take his departure for Syria, by 
which time I expect that Mr. Bankes and Mr. 
Beechey, whom I left in the upper provinces, 
will be coming down. 

" Of all the men I have ever met with, I consider 
the former as being gifted with the most extraordi- 
nary talents ; born to family and fortune, he has 
dedicated his whole time to learning and the arts, 
possessing a fund of anecdote and good hUmour, 
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which renders his society the most agreeable and 
entertaining that can be conceived. 

" I send a letter for the Dean by this convey- 
ance; you know perfectly well my high esteem 
for him and the amiable members of his family. 
• * * I get the Lichfield papers very regularly, 
and see alt your news ; but I do not think much 
change has taken place, except that there appears 
a little more spirit in the gay world in your balls 
and your concerts ; your races, too, seem to go off 
with greater eclat, and your play-house to fill 
better than it used to do. I think you owe much 
obligation, {we, I should say, for I am a true 
Lichfieldian,) to the editor of the paper, who takes 
a commendable pride in bringing forward every- 
thing which can redound to the credit of the old 
and beloved city. Remember me kindly to Jane 
and to Mr. Morgan, and believe me to be, ray 
dear sister, 

" Most affectionately yours, 

H. Salt." 



" P.S. Kindest remembrance to alt Lichfield 
friends. I should like much to spend the three 
next months, which will be burning hot here, at 
Lichfield. Pray let me hear from you soon, and 
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from Jane too — a little gypsy ^ I suppose she has 
forgotten me." 

FROM THE SAME TO MISS HALLS. 

« Cairo, May 22nd, 1819. 

" Dear Mary, 
'^ Though it is a long time since I wrote to 
you, owing to my having been engaged in a 
journey through the upper country, yet I hope 
you feel assured that my silence has not proceeded 
from any diminution of affection towards my best 
friends. I am often present with you, as St. Paul 
says, in spirit^ and delight in imagining myself a 
member of your fireside coteries in Marlborough 
Street, with John just descending from his paint- 
ing-room to humanise^ Elizabeth brightening into 
a smile, and you yourself, though rather grave 
before dinner, gradually taking an interest in the 
conversation, and enlightening it with your keen 
remarks; while Brother Tom, as the cloth is 
just taken away, comes in rather warm, and pro- 
testing he did not think it had been so late. 
Sometimes, too, I suppose your party enlivened 
with the presence of old Rose * and Sam, f and 

* The late Thomas Rose, Esq. of the Coldstream regi- 
ment of guards. 

f S. D. Broughton, Esq., of the 2nd Life Guards. 
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occasionally graced with the society of the fair 
lady from Bedford Square and her agreeable 
spouse, with the delightful addition of a little 
infantile music from the adjacent chamber; and 
I cannot help fancying I hear you sometimes say, 
* Now we want nothing but the Bad S/iilling to 
make our party complete.' 

" Such delights as these, which after all form 
the chief charm of existence, are utterly unknown 
in this blessed land, where neither morning nor 
evening is ever ushered in with the glad counte- 
nance of a friend, but all is outward courtesy, too 
generally and too justly mingled with contempt 
for one's company. At present,- however, the 
plague keeps out a great number of our * ene- 
mies,' for that designation will much better suit 
the generahty of our acquaintance than that of 
friends. 

" By the by, to change an unpleasant subject, 
I hope you have been interested by the article on 
Egypt in the last Quarterly Review. It will 
have the effect, I trust, of putting our dis- 

Icoveries in a proper light, and of rendering jus- 
tice to my worthy friend Caviglia; it also sets 
Mr. Belzoni's too exalted pretensions in their true 
light, and has given a very wholesome rebuke to 
the boasting vanity of our neighbours at Paris. 
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* * * * * Pray remember me kindly to all 
friends. Believe me to be, with great sincerity, 

" Your affectionate friend 

And unclCy (I had almost forgot,) 

H. Salt." 

« To Miss HaUs." 

" P.S. Sam Broughton has lately roused himself, 
and given me a delightful epistle, full of old saws 
as usual, and personifying everything he touches 
upon." 

FROM HENRY SALT, ESQ. TO MRS. H — N. 

« Cairo, October 13th, 1818. 

" My DEAR Mrs. H — n. 
" Your letter, which arrived only a short 
time ago, gave me a degree of pleasure I cannot 
pretend to describe, as it brought you full before 
me, with your little family, your little comforts, 
and your occupations, so as to make me often 
feel, since its perusal, as if present with your 
party, witnessing the agreeable scene of domestic 
harmony, and making myself happy in so rare 
and blessed a sight. That there should have 
been found any man who could have wilfully 
rendered you unhappy I can scarcely believe; 
but there are thousands who, by their perversity 
of temper, or irregularity of conduct, would have 



HENRY SALT. 129 

made you, who are not bom for contention, com- 
pletely miserable. It is therefore a great piece 
of good fortune that you have met with one in 
every way so well calculated to insure your peace 
of mind, and with that you may safely laugh at 
the world and all its petty contrarieties, that is 
to say, possessing the other one thing needful, a 
moderate income, sufficient to provide for the 
' boiling of the pot.^ I am glad to hear that 
the dear little girl, your first-bom, is not a beauty; 
let her be interesting, and of as sweet a disposi- 
tion as her mother, and she will have to boast 
two qualities more precious than pretty features, 
or a regular nose ; though I confess, for the last 
article, I should have been glad to hear that it 
had proved a little more beautiful in its propor- 
tions. Remember, however, that by pinching you 
may elongate it ; by making the child sleep on its 
face you may snub it, if I may be permitted to 
use so elegant an expression, and if it be twisted 
on either side, you may, by teaching it the ami- 
able habit of pushing it on one side, with its little 
hands, left or right as occasion may require, in 
some degree correct nature. Now, had it been a 
squinting eye, or a mouth awry^ or one leg shorter 
than the other, the remedy might not be so im- 
mediately at hand. Grace ct Dieu that the little 

VOL. n. K 
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miss, the pride of her house, is exempt from all 
such serious calamities. Of your next I long to 
have an account, and hope sincerely it may prove 
a boy. I feel much delighted, I assure you, with 
your thinking of me as a godfather on a future 
occasion, and hope you wiU let the young stranger 
be named Henry if a boy, or Katharine if a girl, 
a name, on several accounts, very dear to me 
from recollections of a sister, and another person 
long dead. * * ♦ ♦ 

'^ As to my return to England, the period ap- 
pears to me every day more remote. Since the 
settlement of the Ionian Islands I have had so 
much business that I could not, with propriety, be 
long absent from my post. Thank (rod, during 
the last summer my health has been so good that 
I feel more reconciled to the country ; for, taking 
out of consideration June, July and August^ 
nothing can be finer than the climate which we 
enjoy. By the by, before I proceed farther, I 
must, in return for the notice of your little one, 
inform you of a surprising wonder which has 
lately occurred in Egypt : nothing less than the 
appearance of an hippopotamus, which was killed 
in the neighbourhood of Damietta. It measured 
eleven feet odd, and when alive was as plumps 
and smooth, and round, as a little Og, and much 
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of the same shape too, I mean a real little grun^ 
ter, and not very different in colour either, stand- 
ing not above four feet high, on stumpy legs, that 
move Mice those great battering machines, which 
you sometimes see the paviors use in the well- 
organised streets of the metropolis. We have 
also been astonished this year with an extraor- 
dinary inundation of the Nile, which has carried 
away whole villages, and destroyed the crop of 
Indian com. 

** I went the other day to the Pyramids in a 
boat, over fields that had been lately cultivated ; 
and as we passed the villages it was truly distress- 
ing to hear the cries of the inhabitants calling out 
fin* assistance, not being able to move their house- 
hold furniture for want of boats, while the date- 
trees stood like reeds with their tops out of the 
water, casting with every breath of wind their 

I 

ripe fruit to the waves. 

" You cannot conceive the pleasure I enjoy in 
visiting and sketching the noble remains of an- 
tiquity which abound in Egypt. By carrying 
one's mind back to periods so remote, it seems to 
lengthen out our own existence. I have now in- 
deed become so well acquainted with its ancient 
inhabitants, their usages, and customs, that when 
I return to Europe, I shall not be able to consider 

K 2 
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the whole scene as otherwise than a modern pan- 
tomime. * Better this/ your sister will say, * than 
live among mummies.' 

Your news, respecting our old acquaintances, 
was not very different from what I expected. 

As far as regards the C es it gave me sincere 

satisfaction, as nothing in this world can supply 
the place of those who have been valued by us in 
our youth — it is one of the strongest ties by 
which mankind are linked together. Of so many 
who begin the same course, so few survive, that 
we become more and more necessary to each 
other's happiness, as there is no one among our 
newer associates with whom we can call up the 
thousand agreeable circumstances that must always 
be connected with our early days. Pray remem- 
ber me most kindly to your husband, whose ac- 
quaintance I shall have great pleasure in renewing, 
and believe me to remain 

" Your affectionate friend, 

Henry Salt." 

from the same to the same, inclosed in the 

preceding. 

'•' Cairo, May 22, 1819. 

" Such was the letter which I wrote to you 
before my departure for Upper Eg3rpt, but the 
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original being too bad a scrawl to send, I took 
it with me to copy and forward by the first packet 
sent down. Somehow or other, as always happens 
with procrastinating people, this moment never 
arrived, and so I came back without having done 
what I had intended ; full of shame, as I now in- 
genuously confess myself, for my fault, and hoping 
that you will in your goodness pardon the same, 
on my promising never to sin in the like manner 
any more ; but you have the best security imagin- 
able for my future good behaviour, as I have al- 
ready been severely punished in not having re- 
ceived, as I might have done before this, another 
letter from you. 

" The first part of my journey was most de* 
lightftil, the party consisting only of very pleasant 
and agreeable people : Mr. Baiikes, a traveller 
who has much distinguished himself by his re- 
searches in Syria; Baron Sack, an old Prussian 
nobleman, fond of natural history ; Mr. Beechey ; 
Mr. Ricci, a young siu'geon ; Mr. Linant, an 
artist, whom I had engaged to accompany me, 
and mj/sel/. Mr. Bankes is one of the most 
delightful companions I ever met with, high- 
bred, well informed, and possessing an inex- 
haustible fund of humour ; the Baron Sack tiill 
of little anecdotes, such as Halls delights in. 
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of armadilloes, flamingoes, field mice, and mon- 
strous snakes, which he had collected in the 
course of a long residence at Surinam; withal 
very credulous, and permitting himself to have a 
goose's egg foisted upon him for a crocodile's, 
yet infinitely amusing and good-humoured ; the 
third, a traveller, still fond of gibes and merri- 
ment, and now and then, when conversation 
slacked, introducing an Abyssinian story to while 
away the hour ; while the secondary planets 
were content to shine in their respective spheres, 
and looked up with all due deference to the more 
brilliant luminaries. All but the baron, who 
was chiefly engaged in killing frogs, snakes, 
beetles, and such like game, were enthusiastically 
fond of the arts, and really vied with each other 
who should produce the best sketches; being 
generally occupied hard at it, which John will 
explain, from nine o'clock in the morning till 
dark. 

" But such is the infinite variety of matter 
to be found at all the principal ruins, that our 
curiosity was never sated, and almost every day 
brought us a new discovery. Now it was the 
plan of a garden, painted without perspective, 
but showing all the walks, trees, flowers, vine- 
yards, and even little ponds, that delighted us. 
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Then a procession, coming from the interior of 
Africa, with leopards, lions, cameleopards, and 
blue monkeys sitting on their backs, that were 
led by negroes, bearing on their shoulders ele- 
phants' teeth and sandal wood, that enchanted 
us ; and at other times we were seen running after 
the representation of a chase, executed with un- 
wonted spirit ; a set • of dancers, playing on the 
tambourine, flute, and harp : a couple of learned 
clerks, with their pens behind their ear ; or 
perhaps the less important designs of some cu- 
rious species of dog, deer, tortoise, or bat. 

" Such were our occupations from October to 
February ; moving, from temple to temple as in- 
clination prompted us; living during the whole 
time on board our boats, in a frugal waj^ as ne- 
cessity, in Nubia at least, compelled us, and in 
the enjoyment of one of the finest climates the 
world can boast. About the middle of February 
however, from some accidental cause, my health 
began to fail, and early in March I was obliged 
to quit the party and return to Cairo. Though 
I suffered much in this last illness, I am glad 
to say my health is now perfectly re-established. 
The plague, however, raging in Cairo, we are 
at present shut up in strict quarantine, but the 
punishment is not very serious, as I have a large 
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house, and a pleasant garden, and full occupation 
for the summer. Pray remember me most kindly 
to your husband, John, Tom, and your sisters; 
and with heartfelt wishes for your continued 
happiness, believe me, 

" Your very affectionate friend, 

Henry Salt.** 

from the same to sir francis darwin. 

" Cairo, June 2nd, 1819. 

" My dear Sir, 
** I am quite ashamed that I should not 
have been able to send you, before this, the cro- 
codile and other things which I promised, but 
the truth is, that I had procured you a noble 
specimen of the former at Thebes, stuffed and 
ready prepared, when it was attacked by the 
vultures, which completely destroyed it, having 
eat away the tail and all the soil part of the belly 
and legs. You must not however despair ; I have 
given orders for another, and expect it soon 
down, when I will pack it up, with a few mum- 
mies of animals, &c. for your museum. I am 
truly sorry to hear that you have entertained 
thoughts of quitting our beloved city ; surely 
you will nowhere find a better society, or truer 
friends than at Lichfield. I wish my lot had 
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been like jour own, to enjoy a quiet home in one 
of the most delightfiil places on the earth, endear- 
ed to roe by so many early recollections. I some- 
times feel afraid of the Swiss malady, when my 
thoughts forcibly recur to the * happy valley,' 
for certainly it deserves more that appellation 
than any spot in the country where Johnson 
has laid the scene of his Rasselas. 

** You will be glad to hear that my proteg6 
Pearce has returned safe from Abyssinia with 
his spouse, who are now residing together with 
me at Cairo. He has completely adopted the 
character of a feudal follower — whatever I com- 
mand he is ready to execute; but nothing can 
induce him to express a wish of his own, his 
only answer to any proposition made by the 
travellers here, being, ' If Mr. Salt wishes it, 
well and good; if not, I can't think of it/ or 
some such downright phrase. 

" The journals and observations he has col- 
lected form a very interesting mass of materials 
for a volume on Abyssinia ; and I purpose, at my 
leisure, giving it the necessary arrangement, with 
a determination, however, of sticking as closely as 
possible not only to his matter but to his style, 
which is astonishingly clear, nervous, and original. 
• • ♦ * At this moment I write to you out of 
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quarantine, the plague having spread this year 
over a great part of Egypt, though not with much 
malignity, one-third of those attacked having, I 
think, escaped. 

** The confinement has been rather irksome, 
but is expected soon to end, when St. John shall 
shower down his heavenly dew over the city. 
This annual miracle, which seems well attested 
and universally believed, can only be attributed 
to the intenseness of the heat, which invariably 
sets in about the middle of June ; so that it is 
only getting rid of one plague for another, nothing 
being more oppressive than the latter end of June, 
as well as the months of July and August. Alex- 
andria, Rosetta, and Damietta, are not blessed 
with the same assuaging influence, which may be 
owing to the proximity of the sea and the conse- 
quent moisture of the atmosphere. 

" The chief amusement of my neighbours dur- 
ing the quarantine is in flying kites from the 
terraces of their houses, in which diversion they 
particularly excell, especially one Greek not far 
from me, who sends up three kites, one above the 
other, attached to the same string, which enables 
the third, or more distant one, to soar an almost 
inconceivable height — as high as the flight of the 
eagle above his competitors. Another facetious 
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gentleman sends up every evening a dancing 
puppet of the size of a man, which cuts a thou- 
sand capers in the air, and sometimes even prac- 
tises a somerset, to the great delight of the ad- 
miring spectators. You, who know something of 
the Levantine character, may easily conceive how 
difficult they must find it to pass the time when 
debarred from the dear delights of visiting, gossip- 
ing, and scandal ; for, luckily, so few can write, 
that they cannot, as in England, pour forth their 
venom through the pen. 

** Remember me most kindly to all our friends, 
and believe me Most sincerely yours, 

H. Salt." 

FROM THE SAME TO WILLIAM HAMILTON, ESQ. 

« Cairo, July Ist, 1819. 

" My DEAR Sir, 
" I have just received the inclosed from Mr. 
Bankes, which I forward, and request you will 
see to its delivery. You will be glad to hear that 
he has returned safe to Thebes, after having 
re-examined every ruin on his way down, which 
has added considerably to this year's discoveries. 
Three new chambers in the great temple at Philoe. 
The discovery of an inscription of the time of 
Ptolemy and Arsinoe, on an altar which has been 
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built into the lower part of the wall of the long 
colonnade next the water as a part of the materialsj 
and which proves the whole building posterior to 
that reign, and probablj to their dynasty. 

^ On coming down, I founds myself, an inscrip- 
tion of Ptolemy Philopater under the painting 
and plaster, but posterior to the sculpture on the 
first propylon in front of the great temple at 
Philoe. Mr. Bankes has since discovered seven or 
eight of the same period that had also been hid 
by the jdaster ; and one besides bearing date under 
the Caesars, which proves the last painting, the 
colours of which are as usual vivid, to be of a late 
date ; wliile on the wings, or side-moles of the 
same propylon, we have secured proofs that the 
sculpture was done after the time of Tiberius; 
and, if Dr. Young be right about the names, the 
granite tablet in the court, which has a small 
temple built over it, is not later than the Pto- 
lemies. 

^^ Mr. Bankes has also found, on the little 
temple near Esne, proofs that the sculpture and 
hieroglyphics were executed in the I'eign of An- 
tonine, and that they were dedicated by persons 
with Greek names. Every new discovery, in 
&ct, confirms your first supposition of the value 
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of the Greek and Latin inscriptions^ and shows 
idainly that the greater part of the temples noW' 
standing are of late date. We have still the gra- 
tification of knowing that this derogates nothing 
from the great merit of the Egyptian artists, since 
the most ancient buildings which remain are un- 
doubtedly superior in every point of view. Our 
inscription at Ipsambul, in the reign of Psam- 
meticus, now becomes invaluable, giving us a 
most exact standard of the more ancient style. 

'* Mr. Bankes, in addition to what we have 
accomplished when together, has since made out, 
with a new contrivance for giving light within 
the temple, the complete historical design on the 
northern wall, in which, besides fortresses, cha- 
riots, &c. he has found three horsemen mounted 
without saddles, but with r^ular bridles, and a 
car with a sort of umbrella to it. ****** 
I have been fortunate enough to find a gentleman 
who has undertaken to copy a most interesting 
paper of Biu'khardt's on Egypt, which I was most 
miwilling to send home without retaining a du- 
plicate : as soon as it is finished, I will send his 
papers. Besides this, I do not think there is any- 
thing you have not received. I will send my 
sketch or portrait of him at the same time, and 



142 THE LIFE OF 

some particulars collected, from various quarters, 
of his private life. •* Yours most truly, 

H. Salt." 

« To William Hamilton, Esq." 

" P.S. I am truly obliged by your sending me 
the resolutions of the Raleigh Club, of which I 
shall be most happy to become a member, and I 
enclose a check for my first subscription." 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Pearce acts as Major Domo in tlie Consular House during 
Mr. Salt's absence. — His estimate of the former's ser- 
vices. — Salt's Letter to Pearce announcing his approach- 
ing Marriage. — Some account of the chosen Lady. — 
Suddenness of the match. — Reflections. — Salt's impaired 
Constitution. — His Wife's unremitting tenderness and 
attention during his repeated illness. — Further Letters 
to Pearce. — Death of Pearce. — Particulars respecting 
his decease and burial. — Salt's Letters to his Friends in 
England respecting Pearce. — Salt applies for leave of 
absence, which is granted by Lord Castlereagh. — Letters 
on the subject from the Right Honourable Charles 
Yorke, and the Earl of Morton, to Lord Mountnorris. 

On the arrival of Mr. Salt at Cairo after bis 
return from his expedition into Nubia, Pearce 
and his family became domiciliated in the Con- 
sular House. In the occasional absence of the 
Consul, he appears to have acted as a species of 
superintendent, or major domo, in the establish- 
ment, and in that capacity seems to have dis- 
chai^d the duties of his office with the scrupu- 
lous fidelity of a disinterested servant and an 
attached and grateful friend. The following 
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letter to him from Mr. Salt shows the favourable 
opinion the latter entertained of his management, 
and the confidence he reposed in him when 
absent. 

'< Alexandria, Sept. Ist, 1819. 

" Dear Pearce, 
'* I have had such an attack of ophthalmia, that 
I am not able to write myself, and have therefore 
requested Mr. Beechey to be mj amanuensis on 
this occasion. I am sorry that you did not apply 
to Mr. Walmass for money, as I mentioned to you 
in my last, and that in consequence you have 
been put to some inconvenience, but hope this let- 
ter will arrive in time to set all to rights. I send 
you inclosed a draft for a thousand piastres, which 
you can take up, as circumstances may require, 
from Mr. Walmass. I suppose, by your having 
reduced yourself to three, and even to two piastres 
a day, that you have some intention of following 
up the system of the Frenchman with his horse, 
who had just brought it to live upon one oat a 
day, when it died. If you have particular plea- 
sure in this, it is all very well ; but I shaU feel 
perfectly satisfied if you do not exceed two hun- 
dred piastres a month, which is the sum I mean 
to allot you for your household expenses. I sup- 
pose Turinga, (Pearce's wife,) on your late plan. 
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does not by this time weigh more than ten pounds, 
and CuUum not more than five. As for yourself, 
I imagine, what with starving and medicine, that 
you are reduced to a reasonable size ; but at least 
you ought, though it may agree with you, to have 
some compassion on the women. 

'* I am truly obliged to you for your activity 
and attention in my concerns, and am glad to 
bear you have gotten rid of Giuseppe. I supposed 
that Louisa would be sorry to leave the house; 
but, though she is quiet and has many good 
qualities, she is better away. You need not 
trouble yourself to write me anything about the 
accounts, but keep them till I return, as I have 
full dependence upon you. ♦ ♦ ♦ I am truly 
glad to find that you have received so satisfactory 
a letter from your brother, and think you per- 
fectly right in determining to pay a visit to Eng- 
land: we must work hard, therefore, at the 
journal, and when it is finished I hope, in the 
course of next year, to be able to provide for the 
expenses of your Journey. Remember me kindly 
to Turinga, and believe me 

" Very truly yours, 

H. Salt." 

" Mr. Nathaniel Pearce, Cairo." 

" P.S. When Mr. Bankes goes away, if Dr. 

VOL. II. L 
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Ricci should like to have his room, I have told 
him he may occupy it. Your answer about Tom- 
buctoo is perfectly satisfactory, and I will send it 
to the Malta Gazette.— H. S." 

The first use which my friend Salt appears to 
have made of the recoveiy of his eyesight, was to 
direct his attentions to a young lady whom he 
had accidentally met with during his stay at Alex- 
andria. The courtship must have been of very 
short duration, as the expected event was an- 
nounced to Pearce in the annexed letter, scarcely 
more than a fortnight after the date of the pre- 
ceding. 

<< Alexandria, September 19, 1819. 

" My dear Pearce, 
*' You will not be a little surprised, I dare say, 
to hear that I am on the point of being married 
to a young and very amiable lady : the ceremony 
is likely to take place in about ten days, after 
which I shall probably remain another fortnight 
previously to my returning to Cairo. I hope 
you will be good enough to do all you can with 
respect to having the house, and especially the 
garden, in order. Many alterations will be want- 
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iDg on my arrival ; but I hope to arrange every 
thing comfortably without much change. 

" Yours most truly, 

H. Salt.** 

" Mr. Nathaniel Pearce, Cairo." 

The young lady upon whom Mr. Salt had now 
fixed his affections, was about sixteen years of age; 
was, I am told, exceedingly pretty and amiable, 
and made a most devotedly attached wife. She 
was the daughter of a Mr. Pensa, a respectable 
merchant of Leghorn, and had come with her 
father, mother, and a younger sister, to Alex- 
andria, the former having some mercantile affairs 
to arrange in that city. I have before men- 
tioned that she bore, in Salt's opinion, a marked 
resemblance to a lady to whom he had been 
attached a few years previously ; there were also 
some interesting circumstances connected with 
Miss Pensa's history, which appear to have seized 
on the imagination and romantic turn of Mr. 
Salt's mind, and to have greatly influenced his 
apparently hasty decision. 

He had grown weary of the lonely life he had 
for several years experienced in Egypt, without 
any object to interest the naturally strong affec* 

L 2 
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tions of his heart, and it is not therefore to be 
wondered at, that he took advantage of the first 
favourable opportunity of entering into a state 
which, even in his youthful days, he had always 
considered as affording the best chance for earthly 
happiness. The want of accomplished female so- 
ciety in Egypt is one of the most serious evils 
that afflicts that demoralised and profligate coun- 
try ; and the few European women who occa- 
sionally visit its shores, come and go like birds of 
passage ; so that, when a fair occasion of this na- 
ture offers, a man must, like Salt, be sudden in his 
proceedings and determination, or the prize will 
surely elude his^rasp. 

But however precipitately, according to our 
English notions, the match of my friend was 
accomplished, it appears nevertheless to have been 
productive of a degree of happiness to both par- 
ties, in spite of the unlooked for afflictions that 
clouded their union, which is perhaps too seldom 
the result of more matured engagements. I have 
recently been informed by Mrs. Lee, the widow of 
the late Consul in Alexandria, who was intimate 
with both the parties, that as far as depended on 
themselves, there never existed a happier mar- 
riage, or a more devotedly attached couple, during 
the few years it was permitted them to enjoy the 
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society of each other. The hastiness with which 
the match had been brought about did not, as 
perhaps might have heen expected, altogether 
escape animadversion ; but after all, a man ought • 
to be left in these matters to his own discretion : 
indeed I have generally observed, that those who 
are loudest in their censures on such occasions, 
are commonly the first to follow the example 
which they so strenuously deprecate. 

In the instance in question, I know only of one 
circumstance that rendered the marriage injudi- 
cious — tlie melancholy and evidently declining 
state of Mr. Salt's health : of this he was jirobably, 
himself, not fully aware at the time, for though 
his constitution had received many severe shocks, 
yet he had hitherto, after a time, so completelj/ 
recovered from their effects, that I believe he 
began to consider the attacks as merely -tem- 
porary evils that were not likely to shorten ma- 
terially the duration of his life. 

He was soon, alas ! to be fatally undeceived, 
though he ultimately survived his wife several 
years. At the time of his union with her {pro- 
bably about the end of October 1819,) he must 
have turned, only by a few months, his thirty- 
eighth year, and was still at intervals, for one 
who had been for some time resident in Egypt, 
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a fine-looking hale man, and capable of partaking 
in all the enjoyments of life ; but an insidious and 
fatal internal disease, which seems never even to 
have been suspected by his foreign medical ad- 
visers, was secretly preying upon a frame that, in 
other respects, appeared built for longevity. On 
the very day of his wedding he was again laid up, 
for the second time within the year, by the most 
frightful attack he had ever before experienced 
from his malady, and which brought him to the 
verge of the grave.* 

In this deplorable condition, an immediate 
change of air was recommended, and he set out 
by sea to Cairo, but was driven back to Aboukir, 
where he was detained till the carriage of the 
Grovernor of Alexandria could be procured to 
carry him to Rosetta. Here he remained almost 
in a dying state, till a surgeon arrived from Cairo 
to attend him in his voyage up the river to that 
city : on the way he was obliged almost every day 
to stop at noon, from the agonies he endured and 

* It was about this period that Mr. Belzoni left Egypt 
for Europe, and Mr. Beechey, after attending Mr. Salt's 
weddmg, also took his departure for England. The loss of 
the latter must have been severely felt by Mr. Salt, who 
had become greatly attached to him from his many excel- 
lent qualities and most amiable disposition. — £. 
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the fainting fits by which they were followed. 
On his reaching Cairo, he lay in this dreadful 
state for two months, being given over by his 
medical attendants ; hut, as his appetite never 
entirely failed, he himself appears to have still 
entertained some slight hope of recovery. At 
length, in January 1820, the complaint abated, 
and he gradually recovered his strength and 
spirits. 

During the whole of this dreadful attack, he 
received the most constant and affectionate atten- 
tion from his wife, whose unceasing care, as he 
observes, did more towards his re-establishment 
than all the doctor's medicines. A short gleam of 
happiness succeeded these dismal scenes of do- 
mestic affliction, and he once again began to enjoy 
his existence. The weather became remarkably 
6ne ; his garden, in which he always took great 
delight, was in high beauty, and the close of the 
carnival particularly gay ; while liis own enjoy- 
ment became doubled by witnessing the happiness 
of his wife. 

These scenes of unalloyed delight were unfor- 
tunately destined to be of short duration. In 
March he was again attacked by a severe malady, 
which ended in dysentery and reduced him to a 
mere skeleton ; so that he was forced to quit the 
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city and retire to Old Cairo, on the banks of the 
Nile, where the Pasha had been kind enough to 
procure him an excellent house, and he was once 
more restored to health ; but a strange lethargy j 
he says, still hung about him, which almost inca- 
pacitated him from active exertion, and prevented 
him for a long time from writing to any of his 
friends to acquaint them with the late events. 
This want of energy was the more ill-timed, as the 
duties of his office had recently much increased, 
which, together with the great accumulation of 
papers during his indisposition, exceedingly ha- 
rassed his dejected spirits and worn-out frame, 
and it was long before he could arrange his 
affairs in any tolerable degree of order. 

During the short interval of health which he 
had experienced at Cairo, he appears to have 
received intelligence that an important collection 
of antiquities, sent to Rosetta to await the arrival 
of a ship from England, was in some jeopardy ; 
and Pearce was in consequence sent down to that 
place to ascertain the particulars, and, if possible, 
to prevent so serious a loss. This commission he 
appears, from the following letter, to have executed 
with his usual ability, and entirely to the satisfac- 
tion of Mr. Salt. 
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» Cairo, March 2nd, 1820. 

" My dear Pearce, 
*• I got your letter safely from Rosetta, and am 
inost happy to find that you succeeded in saving 
my antiques from the imminent danger they ran 
of going to the bottom of the Nile. I am sorry 
the order for Alexandria has been delayed, but 
hope that every assistance will have been given 
you in that quarter ; if not, the present post will 
set all right, as I inplose an order for the Go- 
vernor to Mr. Thurbum. As there will be a ship 
sent from England for the antiquities, it will be 
best for you to wait for its arrival, in order to ac- 
company them home. All my friends in England 
are delighted to hear of your safe arrival in 
Egypt, and proper measures have been taken to 
set aU right respecting you at the Admiralty. 
Turinga is better, and I think will recover, as she 
has gotten rid of her vomiting.* As soon as you 
have stored everything safe, it will be best for you 

to come back. 

" Yours truly, 

Henry Salt." 

" Mr. Nathaniel Pearce, Alexandria." 

* Mr. Salt erred in this expectation — she died early in 
May 1820, a few months only before the death of her hus- 
band. On the 17th of that month, 1820, Mr. Lee» in one 
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At Old Cairo Mr. Salt continued to reside till 
about the middle of June 1820, when his health 
becoming better, he returned to the capital. Pre- 
viously to his arrival, he had arranged everything 
for Pearce's departure for England, and had put 
by an hupdred pounds to defray the expenses of 
the poor fellow's voyage. He had applied some 
time before to the Earl of Mountnorris, the Right 
Honourable C. Yorke, &c. to interest themselves 
in getting the R removed from Pearce's name at 
the Admiralty ; wrote to several of his friends at 
home to recommend him to their kind attention, 
and, in short, left nothing untried that could tend 
to promote either his comfort or advantage on his 
arrival in his native country. 

of his letters to Pearce, thus notices the circumstance: — 
" I am sorry to hear of the death of your wife, for your sake 
— not for hers, as I am persuaded she is happier in a better 
world." She had been ill for some months, and she seems 
to have excited a good deal of interest among those who 
knew her. A short time before her death, the Rev. William 
Jowett wrote to Pearce respecting her in these words: — 

*^ Let me hear from you very particularly about Turinga; 
and, especially if it should please God to remove her from 
this world, let me hear some account of her last hours. 
Remember me very kindly to her. 

" Yours very sincerely, 

William Jowstt.** 
« Alexandria, April 20th, 1820." 
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The last letter I find among his papers, which 
Salt addressed to his proteg6, is stronglj charac- 
teristic of the kind consideration towards the 
feelings and convenience of others by which he 
was distinguished. 

It seems, while living at Old Cairo, he had 
given leave to some friends of his to oocupj 
apartments in the Consular House at Cairo^ and 
Pearce, who was in charge of the premises, 
not knowing very well how to arrange matters 
to his own satisfaction, wrote to his master for 
instructions. 

In reply, Mr. Salt says, " Mr. Bokty's family 
are to have the chambers below, the great hall 
above, and Mr. Ricci's chamber, and no other; 
as I had given very particular orders before, 
not to let them have my chamber, on account 
of not disturbing poor Turinga. I will write 
to Mr. Bockty mentioning that you have charge 
of the house, and I will thank you to pay them 
every attention in your power, as both Madame 
and her daughter are very good, and may, I hope, 
profit by the change of air. Poor Turinga's 
wish to be taken to Abyssinia is very cha- 
racteristic of that attachment which the Abys- 
sinians bear to their country ; but you must be 
aware that it is a thing impossible. I beg you 



156 THE LIFE OF 

wiU keep up your spirits, and believe me veiy 
truly your's, 

'' H. Salt." 

« Old Cairo, May 4th, 1820." 

AH matters being now in readiness for Pearoe's 
departure^ be took his leave of tbe Consul, and 
proceeded to Alexandria, where be was unfor- 
tunatdy detained from the want *^ of a suitable 
passage" till be was attacked by a bilious fever, 
which in a short time put a period to his ex- 
istence. The following short memoir of his death 
was drawn up by Mr. Salt who happened to 
arrive on the spot at the time when the event 
occurred. The account of the complaint was 
written by the medical man who attended him, 
and may prove interesting to some who are now 
living. 

AUTHENTIC PARTICULARS RESPECTING THE DEATH 
OF MR. NATHANIEL PEARCE,* 

'^ For the last year and a half, since his return 
from Abyssinia, he had been residing in the Con*- 

* This memoir and the accompanying one would have 
been given in <' Pearces Life and Jowmaly^ but, at the 
time I edited that work, I was not aware of their existence. 
I take this opportunity of correcting an oversight, which 
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sulate House^ Cairo, when, being anxious to leturn 
to his native country, Mr. Salt, under whoae 
protection he had lived for some years (assisted 
by a generous friend), provided him with the 
necessary funds for the voyage. At the latter 
end of May 1820, having taken charge of many 
valuable antiquities for the British Museum, and 
some other interesting articles for different no- 
blemen and gentlemen in England, he proceeded 
to Alexandria, where he embarked on b^^ard a 

vessel commanded by Captain • This 

vessel being detained some time for want of 
cargo, and the north-western winds having set 
in, he was advised by his friends, with the view 
of lessening his expenses, to return on shore and 
wait for a vessel belonging to the house of 
Briggs and Co. which was expected to sail in 
September direct for England. 

" This arrangement, intended for his benefit, 
proved most unfortunate. He landed, and shortly 

I committed in that publication with respect to the date of 
Pearce's death. It is there stated that he died ** early in June 
1820," whereas it is clear from the above, that that event 
did not take place till the 12th of August in that year. 
Pearce's Will was alone sufficient to disprove my statement, 
as was justly remarked in a very liberal article on the work 
which appeared, if I rightly remember, in the Monthly 
Review. — E. 
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afterwards was seized with a bilious fever, which, 
notwithstanding the best medical aid the place 
could afford, brought him to his end. He died 
on the 12th of August in the morning. During 
his illness, he had expressed a most anxious de- 
sire to see Mr. Salt, when^ as he said repeatedly, 
* he should die content.' This satisfaction, by 
a fortunate coincidence, he obtained, Mr. Salt 
having arrived at Alexandria on the 10th, just 
in time to receive his dying farewell and to pay 
him those last attentions, to which the important 
services he had rendered Mr. Salt in Abyssinia, 
and a long and faithful attachment, had given 
him so just a title. 

'^ He was buried in the evening within the 
precincts of the Greek convent, and his funeral 
was attended by the Consul Greneral, Mr. Lee, 
British Consul in Alexandria, Mr. Henderson of 
the East Indian Medical Establishment, and other 
respectable persons ; his body being carried to the 
grave by six English sailors, which from his love 
to the Navy, in which he had served, he had 
always anxiously desired. About twelve days 
previously to his decease he made a Will, and 
has left all his papers to the entire disposal of 
Mr. Salt, with permission to publish them, re- 
marking in his Will, that it was for him that the 
facts were chiefly collected. 
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" Mr. Pearce was born of respectable parents, 
at Kast Acton, Middlesex, and had attained about 
the age of forty. His natural talents were great, 
and, in the strangely diversified career of his life, 
he bad acquired an extraordinary fund of general 
information. In writing, he describes what he 
had seen with precision, and leads his reader to 
imagine that the reality is passing before his eyes. 
He has left, a brother and sisters, who loved him 
and are anxiously awaiting his arrival at home. 
They will long cherish his memory, and it will 
always be held in respect by those who knew 
his sterling worth, and who admire an honest 
heart joined to a true English spirit." 

MEMOHANDUM OF THE ILLNESS AND DEATH OF 
PEAECE, WRITTEN BY A MEDICAL GENTLEMAN, 
WHO VISITED HIM A DAY OR TWO BEFORE THE 
EVENT. 

" On my arrival at Alexandria, on the lOth 
of August, I learned from Mr, Lee, the British 
Consul, tliat an Englishman named Pearce, of 
aome celebrity as a resident for many years in 
Abyssinia, was dangerously ill, and it was pro- 
posed that we shoidd visit him in company with 
Sig. Vernoni his medical attendant, and consult 
on the best means of affording relief to our un- 
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fortunate countryman. We accordingly pro- 
ceeded to his residence^ a commodious garden- 
house belonging to the Consul, where I found 
Mr. Pearce labouring under symptoms of a se- 
vere bilious fever, which Sig. Vernoni informed 
me had attacked him fifteen days before, and 
had now reduced him to a state of exhaustion 
that almost precluded any hope of recovery. * * 
In addition to his other fatal symptoms, I learned 
frooi Sig. Vernoni that delirium had supervened 
for the last three nights. His mind was collected 
at the time of our visit, and he readily consented 
to observe such directions as might be given; 
but his attention appeared to be wholly occupied 
by extreme anxiety to see his old friend Mr. 
Salt, whose arrival from Cairo was then hourly 
expected, and occurred the same afternoon. On 
repeating our visit the following day, we found 
our unfortunate patient still farther reduced, and 
an aggravation of all the symptoms ; the pulse, 
increased in frequency and debility, restlessness, 
and mental wandering, combined to indicate 
the approaching crisis, which terminated his suf- 
ferings early the next morning." 

The loss of this remarkable man and faithfully 
attached follower, after the long connexion which 
had subsisted between them, was severely felt by 
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Mr. Salt, who had been greatly instrumental in 
raising hira from the depth of misery and despair 
to the state of respectability and comfort he en- 
joyed when under the Consul's protection in 
Egypt. The errors and misfortunes of his former 
life appear to have sunk deep into his mind, and 
to have produced a thorough and salutary re- 
formation in a character which at no period was 
radically corrupt ; while the anxiety he evinced 
for Mr, Salt's presence in his dying hour, when 
his spirit seemed to linger on earth only till the 
arrival of his benefactor, displays a warmth of 
feeling and affection which reflects the greatest 
credit on his memory. From the time of the 
Consul's arrival in Egypt, he had uniformly 
forwarded him to the amount of sixty pounds 
a-year, a provision that must have been greatly 
augmented on his return from Abyssinia, when, 
besides his salary, he had generally the advan- 
tage of living, with his wife and her attendant, 
free of all expense at the Consular mansion. He 
also managed, by his translations, &c. to add oc- 
casionally to his means, and he seems, by the style 
of many letters addressed to him from gentlemen 
of the first respectability, to have been held in 
great regard and esteem. Had he survived, he 
was to have brought with him many introductory 
VOL. II. M 
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letters from Mr. Salt to several persons of distino 
tion and others in England, which in consequence 
of his sudden death were not forwarded till some 
months after. The following are extracts from 
several of them. 

TO THE RIGHT HON. CHARLES YORKE. 

" Old Cairo, May Slst, 1820. 

** Dear Sir, 
" The present letter will be delivered to you by 
my proteg6, Mr. Pearce, whom I take the liberty 
of recommending to your kind protection. His 
sufferings have been very great ; but he has 
never ceased to maintain the high character of an 
Englishman ; and I am glad to say that he car- 
ries home a journal that will do him great credit 
in the eyes of all those who know how to esti- 
mate a vivid narration of facts. I send home by 
him many drawings, memoirs, and sketches, to 
the address of William Hamilton, Esq. I have 
requested him, in the first instance, to show them 
to you, as I feel peculiarly anxious you should 
know that my time has not been spent idly in 
^SyP^- I bft^^ ^ request that you will do me 
the favour to accept of a small lion of antique 
Egyptian workmanship, found in Upper Egypt. 
* * * I have also sent, through Mr. Hamfl- 
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ton, a fine view of Mont Blanc, which I picked 
up at Geneva, and which I beg to present to 
Mrs. Yorke : these are trifling testimonies only of 
the great obligations I owe you. I hope you will 
be pleased to hear that I have entered the state of 
matrimony. My wife, I ani glad to say, is very 
amiable, and adds much to my happiness. Be- 
lieve me, dear Sir, 

" With great tnith and esteem, 

Your gi-ateful servant, H. 8." 



\ 



TO THE EARL OF MOUNTNORRIS. 



r" Old Cairo, May 31bI, 1820. 
" My dear Lord, 
" This letter will be delivered to you by Pearce, 
whom I have made an effort to forward with his 
journal to England. * * • j ggnd by him a 
variety of articles, of which you will, I hope, have 
received duplicate lists before his arrival. Should 
you get by chance this letter first, you will hear 
from Pearce of my marriage, and of my late ill- 
nesses, both of which had nigh brought me to the 
grave. I am glad to say that I am once more 
. tolerably well re-established in health ; and am 
tt very happy, I can assure you, in my new con- 
■ dition. My wife is a very amiable girl, and we 
B live very happily together. I have so much to 
1 M 2 

L 
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do before Pearce's departure, that you must ex- 
cuse this short letter. H. 8." 

" Alexandria, Sept. 10th, 1820. 

"My dear Lord, 

" The death of poor Pearce, by whom the 
above letter was to have gone, has been a sad 
blow to me. You will receive a copy of his Will, 
made before my arrival here, and some other par- 
ticulars from Bingham Richards, through whom I 
now send the articles that were to have gone by 
our poor friend. I enclose you the letter that 
was to have been sent to Sir Joseph Banks, and 
have directed the plants therein^ named to be 
sent to you. * * * 

'^ I send you some news from Muscat and Je- 
rusalem, and a copy of a certificate, testifying that 
Sir Frederick Henniker and Captain Macdonnell 
have succeeded in mounting the second Pyramid. 
I have, in my possession, a most valuable and ex- 
traordinary journal of an Italian apothecary, who 
has turned Turk, and is now a favourite at the 
Court of Sana. It completely fills up the chasm 
in Niebuhr, giving a very curious insight into the 
private history of this people, the writer being in 
the very mddst of the best society in Yemen ; he 
also speaks the language. I knew him personally in 



TSehry S^Lt^ 165 

Egypt. Having Pearce's journal to put in order,! 
and perhaps some observations to make on the 
Abyssinians, I have kept back, for a time, the 
Portuguese and Italian book on Abyssinia which I 
had sent you ; but when I have looked them over 
I will forward them by the first safe occasion. 
I hope that may be in person, having written to 
you to obtain for me a short leave of absence, 
which is very desirable on many accounts. The 
captain, who takes this, has a civet cat for you, 
which poor Pearce was very anxious should get 
safe to you and alive. H. S." 

" To the Earl of Mountnorris." 

TO THE RIGHT HON. SIR JOSEPH BANKS. 
(Inclosed in the preceding.) 

•' Old Cairo, May SIst, 1820. 

" Dear Sih, 
" This letter is for the purpose of introducing 
to your kind protection my Abyssinian friend, 
Mr. Pearce. • * * He is the bearer of a 
box of plants, partly collected by Mr. Bankcs and 
myself in Nubia, as also a few minerals collected 

f Mr. Salt, from a variety of cauaes, Dever put this inten- 
tion into execution. When the journal reached me in 1829, 
it was without any of his remarks, and just in the same un- 
fitiisbed state in which Pearce had written it : probably after 
h of the latter, he might feci it an unpleasant task 
' and so deferred it from time to time. — E. 
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and left in my hands by the late Mr. Burkhardt, 
among which I hope some may be foimd that are 
interesting. * * * You will be sorry to hear 
that the climate of Egypt does not very well agree 
with me, as I have had two dangerous attacks of 
illness since my last letter. In addition, I have 
to mention my having taken a wife, which has 
been a great accession to my domestic comfort 
and happiness. 

" I am, dear Sir, yours, &c. &c. H. S.** 

<< Old Cairo, June 1st, 1820. 

•' My dear Halls, 
" I send you, by my Abyssinian prot^ Pearce^ 
a portrait of Mrs. Salt, which is inclosed in a box, 
directed to William Hamilton, Esq. It is not a 
very favourable likeness, but well executed by my 
secretary, Mr. Santini : when I say not favour- 
able, I mean that it is neither so young nor so 
handsome as the original. When you have kept 
it as long as you like, to show our friends, I wiQ 
thank you to forward it to my sister, Mrs. Mor- 
gan, Lichfield. I can assure you I have been 
most fortunate in my choice, and much happier in 
the state of matrimony than when single. My lady 
has a good deal of spirit and character, but tem- 
pered by a very excellent disposition. I hope that 
you also have gained by your change of condition. 
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which it is curious should have occurred so nearly 
about the same time.'}' I have had a good deal of 
serious illness lately from a tumour, as the doctors 
decided upon it, wliich luckily suppurated ; and 
sinc€ I have had a sharp attack of dysentery. I 
take all with my usual patience ; good or ill, all 
must have a speedy end. * • • pray re- 
member me kindly to all Mends, and believe 
me yours ever, H. S." 

" P. S. Pearce carries home a valuable journal, 
which I hope, poor fellow, may, after all his suf- 
ferings, be of use to hira. Any little kindness you 
can show him will greatly oblige me. 

" September 18th. Pearce being dead, this 
has been delayed, and goes by another convey- 
ance. Bingham Richards will give you all the 
particulars of the poor fellow's decease. Kindest 
regards to your sisters. Richards will show you 
some of my sketches. But what will chiefly 
please you are the drawings Beechey and I took 
in the new Tomb. As they were entirely done 
by candleUght, I think you will admire our pa- 
tience. I had a long letter from Belgrave Hopp- 
ner the other day. He is well, and apparently 
very happy with his young cliild. 

" Yours most truly, H. S. 

+ I had married on the 2ml of December 1819.— E. 
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" P. S. My lady desires to be remembered to 
yours, as well as to your sisters. What a * j^ne 
world it is! T"" 

FROM THE SAME TO THE RIGHT HON. C. YORKE. 

« Alexandria, Sept. 12tfa, 1820. 

" Dear Sir, 

*^ I took the liberty of forwarding to you^ a 
few days back, a letter that was to have gone 
to England by my poor friend Pearce, whom it 
has pleased God to release from the sufferings 
of this world. * * * 

** I send to England, through Mr. Richards, 
many drawings, sketches, and memoirs, which 
he is authorized to show to you. I have also 
forwarded the coloured designs, taken hy myself 
and Mr. Beechey from the new Tomb, which I 
think it will please you to examine. Mr. Belzoni 
has done much in taking models of that Tomb ; 
but he was not equal to give an idea of their style 
of painting. Mr. Richards will also deliver to 
you copies of three inscriptions wliich were found, 
by Mr. Bankes and myself, last year in Nubia. 
That of the time of Psammeticus you will, I 
am sure, be much Interested in making out. It 
appears to me to be two inscriptions ; one the 
memorial of the troops with Psammeticus, and 
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the other of his General, Amasis. The name of 
the river viao has, I think, some resemblance 
to that of Issa, which I see, by the last Quar- 
terly, has been long given to the Niger. • • * 
In my former letter I have mentioned my mar- 
riage, which you will be pleased to hear has 
added much to my happiness, the young lady 
being of a very amiable disposition . I have 
written to Mr. Hamilton to b^ he will obtain for 
me a short leave of absence, being anxious, on 
many accounts, to pay a visit to England : I 
have both public and private reasons for wishing 
it; communications of some moment to make 
from our Great Man ; private affairs to settle, 
one of my father's executors being dead, and 
several things to publish. Besides which, my 
constitution has greatly suffered from two very 
severe attacks this year, in which my life was 
for some time despaired of. 

" Under these circumstances, I hope you will 
not think me wrong in requesting your kind in- 
fluence OD this occasion, as I feel assured a word 
from you to Lord Castlereagh would obtain me 
the permission required. » « » 

" We have lately had some interesting dis- 
coveries of Greek mummy cases, covered with 
hieroglyphics and short Greek inscriptions, dated 
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in the reign of Adrian. I have one of these 
for the British Museum, which enclosed the 
remains of Soter, the son of Cornelius, Com- 
mandant of Thebes. It is a most valuable spe- 
cimen of the arts, as practised in Egypt at that 
period. There have also been found papyri^ in 
a mummy character, dated in the time of the 
Ptolemies, and others in the reigns of the first 
Emperors. I have one of these latter, which 
appears to be a decree of one of the sub-prefects, 
respecting the funeral rites. In the interior of the 
mummy cases are representations of the zodiac, 
corresponding with that at Dendera, and which, 
I conceive, clearly establishes the recent date of 
the latter ; both have the sign Cancer out of the 
line of the other signs. I am engaged at present 
in making observations on these. 

" Believe me, my dear Sir, 

Your grateful servant, H. S." 

At the period when the above was written, 
Mr. Salt addressed a letter to Lord Mountnorris 
containing a similar request to procure him leave 
of absence, when his lordship immediately wrote 
to Mr. C. Yorke, Lord Morton, and others, to use 
their interest with Lord Castlereagh to obtain it. 
The subjoined answers were speedily returned. 
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FROM TUE RIGHT HON. CHARLES YORKE. 

" Boningtons, Dec. 14th, 1820. 
" Mt dear Lord, 

" TTiis morning's post brought me a note from 
Lord Castlereagh to tlie following effect: — 

' My dear Yorke — I shall be most happy to 
give Mr. Salt the leave his health requires, which 
he has so well meiited by his zealous endeavours 
to be useful in all ways to his country, and 1 
thank you very much, both for pointing him out 
originally to me, and now for su^esting the man- 
ner in which I can contribute either to his per- 
sonal convenience or to the restoration of his 
health." • • • 

" I know the above will give you pleasure, and 
shall rely on you to communicate the substance to 
Salt, if necessary. 

" I presume you have heard from him by the 
same conveyance which brought me his letter, 
dated Alexandria, the 12th of September, convey- 
ing the much-to-be-regretted account of poor 
Pearce's death just as he was on the point of em- 
barking for Ms native country : the removal of 
the bi'oad R. is now of little or no consequence. 
• • • • Salt mentions some mummies lately 
discovered with Greek inscriptions, as well as 
liien^lyphics, as late as Hadrian ; also papyri, 
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which seem still legible or interpretable. I trust 
the light is now banning to break in upon us in 
earnest. ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ Adieu! 

" Yours truly, C. Yorke " 

« The Earl of Mountnorris," &c. 

FROM THE EARL OF MORTON TO LORD MOUNT- 
NORRIS. 

" Wimpole Street, Dec 15th, 1820. 

"My DEAR Lord, 
" I have seen Lord Castlereagh, and am happy 
to inform you that Mr. Salt's leave of absence is 
granted ; at the same time I can claim no merit 
in obtaining it, for better interest than mine has, 
I find, been exerted for him, at which I rejoice. 
Indeed, I think his own merits are such as to 
require no extraneous support on such an occa- 
sion. I beg you will accept of my best thanks for 
your obliging letter and for its most welcome 
intelligence. The introduction of the Dongola 
breed of horses has for many years been a £ei- 
vourite hobbyhorse of mine, and now I think I 
have a fairer prospect of attaining that object 
than I ever had before ; at the same time, I am 
afraid of being too sanguine. Mr. Salt's friend, 
Abden Cacheef, may not conquer Dongola, or, if 
he should, the good fellows in possession of the 
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horses may ride away with them ; I shall, how- 
ever, hope for the best, f Tlie different sub- 
scribers to this undertaking are at present dis- 
persed. • • I am going immediately to Scot- 
land, and, under these circumstances, I have 
applied to Mr. Sewell, assistant-professor at the 
Veterinary College, and he has undertaken to 
receive the horses in the event of Mr. Salt's send- 
ing them to this country. Should he bring them, 
as I hope he will, they can be under no better 
care than his own ; and 1 flatter myself that his 
intended visit to this country will re-establish his 
health. I have the honour to be, my dear lord, 

" Your very faithfid servant, Morton." 
" To the Earl of Mountn orris." 

f Before Mr. Salt left England, Lord Morton, and several 
Other spirited noblemen and gentlemen, had requested Mr. 
Salt to use his endeavours, on his arrival in Egypt, to pro- 
cure for them some horses and mares of th^ Dongola breed. 
The accomplishment of their wishes occasioned Mr. Sail 
•ome anxiety and trouble : but, aJler a good deal of diSi- 
cully, he succeeded in procuring some of the animals, which 
were safely conveyed to England, and, it appears, gave 
great and entire satisfaction lo the geutlemen who Iiad 
requested him to undertake the conimlssion. The great 
expenses attending the purchase and transport of the 
animals were cheerfully repaid ; but it seems probable the 
Kheme would not have been crowucd with success had it 
not been for the inSueuce Mr. Salt possessed over the 
Paaha^-E. ' - 
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CHAPTER VIL 

Salt is unable to avail himself of his leave of absence, in 
consequence of an apprehended rupture with Russia. — 
Letter to Lord Mountnorris descriptive of some political 
events in Egypt. — Salt sends a large Collection of Anti- 
quities to the British Museum, and others to different 
Noblemen and Gentlemen. — He is seized with T3rphus 
Fever. — His Letter on that subject to Lord Mountnorris. 
—Account of his Voyage to Assouan. — His Letter to 
Mr. Hamilton respecting the Pasha's wish to purchase 
two Frigates. — Letter to Mr. Richards on the subject of 
Belzoni — anotlicr to Miss Halls. 

The leave of absence which had been thus 
flatteringly obtained from Lord Castlereagh, and 
which was immediately forwarded to Egypt from 
the Foreign Office, Mr. Salt was, unfortunately 
for his health, unable to avail himself of, as, at 
the time when he received it, great apprehensions 
were entertained of a rupture with Russia, which 
rendered his presence at his post indispensable. 
The disappointment must have been, on many 
accounts, peculiarly unpleasant at that period; 
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but he seems to bave borne it with his usual 
cheerfulness and resignation — indeed, during the 
whole of his residence in Egypt, lie in no instance 
appears to have suffered his own convenience or 
advantage to interfere with the paramount sense 
of duty he uniformly evinced for the service of 
his country. This sentiment he carried to an 
almost chivalrous extent, and it is certain, that to 
his strong and lofty feelings upon tins point we 
ultimately owed the early termination of his ho- 
nourable and useful life.* , 

The annexed letter to Lord Mountnorris de- 
scribes some political events that were passing in 
Egypt and the neighbourhood about the period of 
Pearce's "death, in which Salt bore a part, and 
which are not devoid of interest. 

" Cain., Nov. 2nd, 1820. 

" My deah Lord, 
*' I sent you a letter in August last, and several 
things by Richards, which I hope before this you 

* I was informed by Mr. Coffin tliat, for months before 
Mr. Salt died, he had been urged by his friends to leave the 
country, at least far a time, and return to England, as the 
only possible chance of saving his life ; but at that crisis 

I there was no one in Egypt to whom he felt he could safely 
eoufide the affairs of tlie Consulate ; and, though he wns 
fully aware of his situation, and had long had Mr. Canning's 
leave of absence in his pocket, he uniforndy refused to 
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will have received. « « At present I am glad to 
say that my health seems pretty well established, 
thanks to matrimony ! but I am very busy, owing 
to an expedition which the Indian government 
has sent to obtain redress for some outrageous 
proceedings about three years back at Mocha; 
ten or twelve ships have arrived already for the 
purpose of blockading the Imaum's ports, which, 
as you may well imagine^ has occasioned a great 
sensation in the Red Sea. Our Pasha, too, is in 
some d^ree compromised, as Yemen, since his 
restoring the provinces of Hodeida, Beit el Tackee, 
&c. which he had conquered from the Sheriffe 
Hamood, had been considered as paying tribute^ 
(coffee for the use of the Grand Seignor,) and in 
some degree as under the Ottoman Porte. I bope^ 
however, with prudence to be able to steer dear 
of a quarreL The Pasha and I continue on the 
best terms. He has now a grand expedition <» 
foot for the interior, and his son, Ismael Pasha, 
has already advanced as far as Dongola ; so that 
there are hopes that we shall soon hear something 
of Meroe. Great preparations for defence, it is 

hearken to the entreaties of his friends, saying, *< that no 
personal considerations should induce him meanly to desert 
his post when the interests of his country called fiur hii 
services." — E. 
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said, are making at Sennaar; but I think it will 
be with difficulty that the Turkish troops will 
advance so far. 

** Some idea has been entertained here that 
Abyssinia is the ultimate object; but I have 
already^ as far as I dared without authority, 
stopped that, and have written to Lord Castle- 
reagh for farther instructions. There would be 
only one circumstance which could make such an 
expedition formidable, as far as respects Abys- 
sinia, and that would be a junction of the troops 
of Sennaar, who, it is to be remembered, are 
Musselmen, when their united force would become 
alarming, especially should they be joined by the 
Musselmen Gralla to the south ; but of this I en- 
tertain no fear at present, knowing how difficult 
it is among African tribes to effect an union. 

** Since Pearce's death, I have had an Abys- 
sinian priest in my house, a good quiet soul, who 
contented himself with reading his Bible aloud 
for ten hours in the day. He could read fluently, 
but not write, or I should otherwise have used all 
my endeavours to have persuaded him to pass 
over to England. I have, however, requested my 
friend Subegadis^ who remains master of Tigre, 
to send me two priests from among the best 
informed, who I think will be acceptable to the 

VOL. n. N 
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Bible and Missionary Societies, should they come ; 
otherwise, Mr. Asselin and I can employ them at 
Cairo. We are getting on, though not very 
rapidly, with discoveries of Greek papyri, and I 
have become tolerably expert in decyphering the 
current character. ♦ ♦ ♦ With kindest re- 
membrance to Lord Valentia, believe me, my 

dear Lord, 

" Yours, &c. H. Sr 

" P. S. My lady, you will be glad to hear, is in 
a promising way ; she has had one mishap of two 
months, but has now, I am happy to say, got over 
the third month." 

" To the Earl of Mountnorris.** 

About the date of this letter, Mr. Salt bad 
sent over to England a large collection of very 
curious antiquities^ some of which were designed 
for the British Museum, and others for different 
noblemen and gentlemen, which will hereafter be 
noticed. He also sent over many sketches, draw- 
ings, inscriptions, and memoirs, designed for pub- 
lication ; but, on inquiry, the expense of bringing 
them out in an advantageous form was estimated 
at so high a rate, that his friends did not think 
themselves justified in entailing upon him so 
heavy a charge, more especially as, from the 
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nature of the works, it was not probable they could 
generally interest, or hold out any rational pro- 
spect of their ever repaying him the expenses 
attendant on their publication. His leave of ab- 
sence, too, must have reached Egypt about the 
period when the antiquities, Sec. arrived in Eng- 
land, so that his almost immediate return was 
expected; and it was in consetjuence judged most 
expedient to wait till he should be on the spot to 
give his own directions, and to superintend the 
progress of any of the works that he himself 
might select for the press. It was, however, 
most unfortunate for his health, his own private 
affairs, and in some respects for the public service, 
that the political circumstances of the times for- 
bade his taking advantage of the permission he 
had received to revisit his native country. 

" In the autumn of 1821," he says, in a letter 
to Lord Mountnorris, *' I had a very violent 
attack of typhus fever, which affected both my 
body and mind; and, as the state of affairs in 
Turkey would not permit me to take advantage 
of the indulgence to travel on the Continent you 
' so kindly interested yourself to procure for me, I 
made an excursion into the upper province as far 
as Assouan. From this I received great tjenefit ; 
hut, on coming down, as soon as the hot season 
N 2 
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began to set in, I was again seriously ill with my 
old complaint in the bowels and a continual void- 
ing of blood, under which I have been now suffer- 
ing for six weeks. It has reduced me much, but 
I hope will not prove of serious consequence^ 
though these continued attacks in such a country 
hold out but a bad prospect for the future. The 
uncertainty of war or peace with Russia renders 
it impossible for me to quit my post, or most cer- 
tainly I should now be in Italy. Perhaps next 
year, if Briggs should be here, whom alone I 
could trust with the Consulate, and affairs should 
take a favourable turn, I may be able to pay 
a visit to Leghorn, where my wife's relations 
anxiously expect our arrival. ♦ * ♦ I send 
you a copy of an account of my voyage to As- 
souan, written to Mr. L#ee in Alexandria. • ♦ • 
" The last account I have from Abyssinia 
is of a late date. Coffin was well, with his 
family, but in moderate circumstances. I have 
sent him a portion of what you were good enough 
to send me for him, and shall soon have an op- 
portunity to forward the remainder. The Pasha's 
expedition in the interior goes on prosperously. 
Sennaar has been taken and Kordofan : and Mr. 
Bankes has an artist above, taking drawings of 
Meroe, and all the other interesting ruins found 
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above the second cataract. There does not ap- 
pear^ I am happy to say, to be any intention of 
attacking Abyssinia ; and I have satisfaction in 
thinking that, without in any way compromising 
government, I have been the means of averting 
the Pasha's thoughts from that country. 

" We have several voyagers here in their way 
from India, and the route begins to be mucii 
frequented ; but I have not yet been able to 
persuade the Company to make me any allow- 
ance, though their agency entails upon me con- 
siderable expense.* Everything remains tran- 

♦ I know not whether Mr. Salt at any period received 
the slightest remuneration for the expenses he incurred 
in consequence of this agency. I find no mention of it in 
any of his letters, and am inclined to believe that nothing 
of the kind was offered him during his long residence in 
Egypt ; but it must be pleasing to those who are attached 
to his memory, to read the satisfactory account which some 
travellers have given of his kind hospitality to strangers 
passing through the country. In her '* Narrative of a 
Journey overland from England through Egypt, &c." Mrs. 
Colonel Elgood thus speaks of the late Consul : *< Mr. 
Silt was rather a fine-looking man^ with a considerable 
degree of lassitude in his manners, which gave Charles (Col- 
onel Elgood) die impression he was at that time suffering 
under a liver complaint. When engaged in conversation, 
however, this vanished^ and, from having been much witli 
the literary and politicaUy great, possessing a well-informed 
mind, and considerable taste for literature and the Beaux 
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quil here; but a war with Russia would be 
likely to place us in diflSculty. We have a great 
many Maltese and Ionian subjects here, and 
the latter especially are looked upon with great 
suspicion. You would hardly suppose that the 
affairs of my office at Cairo now employ a r^u- 
lar cancelier and two clerks, who receive from 
it nearly two hundred a year : so that I have 
in fact very little time on my hands, being con* 
tinually occupied in adjudging causes^ or in 
writing official letters to Constantinople, Malta, 

Arts, he had great powers of entertainment, and was a 
very amusing companion. He showed us his paintings, his 
poetry — ^he appeared delighted to meet with some one who 
could enter into his pursuits and feelings ; and it seemed a 
refreshment to him, to turn from the price of cotton, or 
from some trifling dispute of English Captains, or Arab 
Fellahs, to the works of Madame de Stael and Walter 
Scott. I confess, I never expected to have discussed the 
merits of Corinne and Rob Roy at Alexandria ! On the 
19th, in spite of the Camseen, and his kind wishes for us 
to prolong our stay, we took leave of our kind host, trusting 
to meet in England at some future period. Alas I we little 
thought his end was so near, when we bade him farewelL"— 
** We feared (says Mrs. C. Lushington in her ' Jouniej 
from Calcutta to Europe,') something untoward had happen- 
ed, and were sorry to learn that it was the death of Mr. Salt 
which had caused the disappointment. We had relied so 
much on experiencing from him the kindness which he in- 
variably showed to travellers, tliat this alone would have 
made us regret his death." Page 44. — E. 
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&c., which^ to say the truth, pleases me better 
than if I had nothing to do. * * * Believe 
me to be, my dear lord, your's most truly, 

« H. 8." 

" To the Earl of Mountnorris, 
Cairo, May 15th, 1822." 

COPY OF A LETTER FROM H. SALT, ESQ. TO MR. LEE 

IN ALEXANDRIA, 

Enclosed in the preceding. 

" Cairo, April 26th, 1822. 

"My dear Sir, 
" I received this morning your*s of the 22nd 
of April, and am truly sorry to hear of the 
disaster that has befallen Mr. Burton ; but hope 
he may have saved my letters with his other 
effects. My chief object in going to Assouan 
was to get down Mr. Bankes's pedestal, about 
which he had written to me with great anxiety, 
and in fact, he hoped it would have been 
ready for Captain Smith, but this was not pos- 
sible. It had cost me great expense and trouble, 
and I was obliged to carry it overland three 
miles, over rocky ground, to get it below the 
cataract. This, however, thanks to the care 
and exertions of Yanni, whom I took up ex- 

• 

pressly for the purpose, was accompUshed, and 
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I left it safe on board the Maash under the 
care of Halleel the Armenian^ to be brought 
down to Alexandria; but the river being un- 
usually low^ I imagine it will not reach us until 
some months hence. To guard against the ad- 
ditional expense this delay must occasion, I have 
bargained with the Rais for eight hundred pi- 
astres on its safe delivery at Alexandria. Once 
there, I hope you will be able to find it a convey- 

■ 

ance to England. 

^* I have heard lately of Mr. Linant, and ex- 
pect him down in a few days. Ibrahim Pasha 
speaks very highly of what he has done, and 
says that his map is better than that of Caillaud, 
though he also said that Constant, who was 
with Caillaud, was a clever young man. The 
voyage of Linant is likely to be of great interest ; 
he has visited and taken drawings of every piece 
of antiquity between the cataracts and Sennaar. 
Ismael Pasha, as well as Abden Cacheef, were 
very good in supplying him with money, and 
indeed I hear they have been very attentive to all 
the European travellers. 

" My own voyage has not been unproductive 
of interest; I discovered some new catacombs 
at a place called Kourn Hamusas, near Minieh ; 
ascertained at Abydos, that the arched chambers. 
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which are so peculiar to this building, are all 
closed at the western end, so as to form seven 
sekoi to the temple ; and that their walls are 
covered with curious sculptures in a very ancient 
style. Mr. Drovetti has excavated close to the 
spot, but had not suspected the fact. At Ueir, 
the little temple near Esnt, I excavated the 
fallen stones, and was fortunate enough to com- 
plete the zodiack, which was a great desideratum. 
" At Thebes, I occupied myself in making 
drawings of some of the great historical designs, 
or battles, on the Memnonium and at Karaac, 
measuring all the stones and doing the whole 
on a scale. Vanni has also discovered some 
most interesting private tombs, where most of 
the domestic scenes usually represented are as 
. fresh as when they were painted. One is the 
tomb of a royal scribe, and seems, by the great 
care that has been taken in the execution, to 
have been painted by himself. I have got the 
statue of himself and wife, his colour-stand, pal- 
let, and a scarabee, set as a ring, with his name. 
Yanni has also discovered an Egyptian chair, 
in fine preservation, like tliose drawn on the 
walls of the Kings' tombs. It is inlaid with 
ivory and ebony, and is of a very handsome 
form, being put together entirely with wooden 
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pegs instead of oaOs^ or other fiutaiing : he 
has likewise found the fri^ments of a harp^ 
firom whidi it will be Terj easj to restore that 
instnunent; it is not Ter^ handsome in fbrm, 
bat had twentj-one strings. Of small statues 
in woody stone, and bronse, he has made a better 
collection than I have before seen. One figure 
of his especially, about sixteen inches high in 
bronze inlaid with silver, is extremely fine. 

^ At Eiephanta, I excavated to the bottom 
of the Nileometer, first noticed by the Frencbi 
and have found inscriptions firom the time of 
Augustus to Alexander Sevenis. This curious 
monument, mentioned by Strabo, gives us the 
true Gheek used at that time in Egypt, and 
proves that there is a difierence of from nine to 
eleven feet in the height of the soil, from what 
it was in the time of the Romans. At Philoe^ 
where I did not hope to do much^ after the 
long stay of Mr. Bankesr there, I found and ex* 
cavated the front of a small temple with an in<- 
scription upon it in Greek, which proves that 
it was dedicated by Ptolomeus Epiphanus to 
Esculapius. I have made some progress in the 
hieroglyphics, though not much ; but in the my* 
thology, and in being able to point out the 
diil'ercnt deities, I have made considerable ad- 
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vance. I found the old Tranga Bey at Assouan, 
and received from him many kind attentions. 
• • • Everybody above speaks highly of the 
conduct of Ismaol Pasha in the expedition, 
as well as of the great improvements already 
introduced at Dongola by my friend Abden Ca- 
cheef; but there is a general outcry against the 
cruelty of the Deftardar Bey, who ia committing 
alt sorts of horron. It ia better, however, to 
say nothing, or else it will only the more con- 
firm his erroneous notion that we go up to spy 
the land. 

" The season appears to have been very ex- 
traordinary in Egypt, and we were witnesses 
above to one of the most singular sights I have 
ever heard of, occasioned, no doubt, by the quan- 
tity of rain in the mountains. This was no other 
than the fall of an immense torrent of water into 
the Nile, not far from Minieh. The bank was 
in this part upwards of twenty feet high, and 
the extent of the cascade was, at one period, 
two hundred feet and more broad. It was on 
the side of the Nile towards the Red Sea, and 
the mountains at a great distance, so that, as you 
may imagine, the torrent was composed of as 
much sand as water. Its current we estimated 
at eight miles au hour, and it continued for a 
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long time ; so that it broke away immense masses 
of the bank, which, every now and then, came 
tumbling down with a tremendous roar into 
the Nile. 

*^ Our observations were made on shore, where 
we landed to examine more particularly this sin- 
gular phenomenon. The river was discoloured 
by it as far down as Cairo, and Mr. Macardle, 
on asking one of the natives the cause, was in- 
geniously told that a mountain of argillaceous 
earth must have been brought down from the 
mountains of the Red Sea : which was not very 
far from the fact. We had two other curious 
adventures on the Nile : the one was being robbed 
in the night, of brass cans and tea-kettle, pipe, 
mouth-pieces, &c., which actually lay between 
my servant AUi and Mr. Ross's dragoman, sleeps 
ing with arms by their side outside the cabin, 
beside the whole crew, and ourselves also on 
board ; one article was a basin for washing the 
feet, a foot and a half in diameter, with water 
in it, which the robber, or robbers, coolly carried 
up the bank before they emptied it of its coA*^ 
tents. We were awakened at last by the firing 
of a gun, which Mr. Ross's dragoman aimed at 
one of the thieves returning for fresh plunder to 
the boat. The third adventure was, having the 
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good fortune to save three boys from drowning 
in the night. They were sailing towards As- 
souan, with an old man, when the boat was upset ; 
the old man was drowned, and the young ones 
clung, almost starved to death, to the floating 
wreck, when we had the good chance to hear 
their cries and to save them. 

" Your's, &c. H, S." 

FROM THE SAME TO WILLIAM HAMILTON, ESQ. 

« Alexandria, Nov. 6th, 1821. 

" My DEAR Sir, 
^* I send home on this occasion an official letter, 
including a note from the Pasha's confidential 
interpreter, to request that the Government will 
do him the favour to fiimish him with two fri- 
gates ; and as he expressed himself, in his con- 
versation with me, very earnestly on the subject, 
I have to beg you will have the kindness to give 
your powerful assistance towards obtaining the ob- 
ject required. The payment is certain in either 
of the ways that he proposes ; but, perhaps^ that by 
Malta might be most expeditious, as the supply 
of com annually furnished to that island amounts 
to a very considerable sum, which is always 
paid in dollars. His Highness specifies the Tagus, 
from the circumstance of his having been on board 
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that frigate about two years back, when she was 
commanded by Captain Dundas, at which period 
nothing could be more admirable than the beau- 
tiful order in which she was kept ; but I have to 
observe, that he would prefer having them of a 
larger class. 

*^ The reason why the idea of frigates on the new 
American construction came into his head, was, 
from his having seen a French frigate of that con- 
struction at this port, which certainly was a very 
fine ship. When his Highness spoke to me on the 
subject, I represented to him, that ships of this 
last species were rarely built in England, and it 
was then that he replied, he should be equdfy 
well pleased if they were like the Tagos, or 
larger : for, as he was most anxious to have them 
as qiiickly as possible, he should dislike the neces- 
sity of waiting for their being built. 

'' Of course you wiU perfectly understand, that 
though he does not wish to have them new, he 
wishes to have them as good as new ; and, as iq>- 
pearance goes so far with the Turks, yoa will be 
aware, should the Gh)vernment comply with bis 
request, how important it will be to have them 
handsome vessels, and sent out in perfect order, 
so as to please at first sight. * ♦ ♦ Our 
tranquillity, and even personal security, now so 
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much rests upon keeping on good term3 witli the 
ruling powei-s, that I trust his Highness's request 
will not be refused, and I rely much on your 
friendship in getting over any difficulties which 
may be started. * • • You will easily per- 
ceive, by what I write, how much I have this 
aiTair at beait, being persuaded of the great im- 
portance of the result in keeping up a good un- 
derstanding with the Pasha. He expects it from 
the friendship of our Government, and, should it 
be refused, will be severely disappointed ; and 
should the French Government sanction a similar 
retguest sent to them, it will completely give them 
the ascendancy here, their new Consul-General, 
Drovetti, knowing well how to make the most of 
such a business. Believe me, my dear Sir, 

" Your's, 8cc. H. S. 

" P. S. I fear I have made a mistake in the 
address of ray letter to the Earl Londonderry 
instead of Marquis, which I hojje you will get 
excused, as it is painful to me to recopy the 
letter, having just recovered from a severe typhas 
ferer, which has left me very weak." 
*■ 76 Wdliam Hamilton, Esq. &c. &c. &c." 



192 THE LIFE OF 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE SAME TO 
BINGHAM RICHARDS, ESQ. 

<< Alexandria, Oct 5th, 1821. 

"My dear Richards, 

***** I find, by letters from England, that 
Belzoni persuades the good people at home, that 
all my collection belongs to him. I do not wish to 
oppose myself to one who can be capable of such 
conduct ; but think it right to send you a copy of 
our final agreement, which you will find enclosed ; 
and I also send on this occasion to Mr. Hamilton, 
whom I am happy to find again in England, a 
short statement t of all that passed between me 
and the said Belzoni, that it may be seen by the 
Tnistees of the British Museum, and by some of 
my particular friends. 

** I think of coming to England in the spring, 
should there be no war with Turkey, to finish my 
affairs with the Museum ; but you must not 
rely on my having led Egypt until you actually 
see me« 

" My lady, some short time back, was safely 
delivered of a fine girl, who is well, thank God, 
and a charming child, beautiful as an angel, and 

t These two document have been already given. 
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very engaging : we have named her Georgina 
Henrietta Annesley Salt, in compliment to her 
godfather, the Earl of Mountnorris. It is a long 
time since I heard from yoit, which 1 attribute to 
your supposing me absent from Egypt. 

" Your's, &c. H. S." 

FROM THE SAME TO MISS HALLS. 

'■ Alexandria, SepL 2nd. 1822. 

" My dear Niece, 
" I am almost afraid you will have given me 
op in despair before the receipt of this letter, and 
" I have but Uttle to plead in my defence. Your 
letter reached me at Philoe, aliove the cataracts, 
and this prevented my answering it immediately, 
and then, on uiy return, I had another of my 
blessed attacks of illness, which kept uie to my 
chamber for a month ; and since the old story 
of procrastination has crept upon me, and so, from 
day to day, 1 have been wanting in duty to my- 
self and to you. 

*' I must first express my delight at hearing 

of your brother Tom's promotion to the police 

lagistracy, a post in every way so well adapted 

his talents and character. * * * It is a 

ituation, which, had I not been Consul here, 

ould have exactly suited nie ; but as it is, I 

VOL, n. o 
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have also the pleasure of ' sitting in judgement,' 
for the magisterial part of our business in Egypt 
is of considerable importance^ scarcely a day pass- 
ing over my head that I have not to decide upon 
some dispute, settle some commercial controversyt 
or pronounce judgement on some delinquent, oc- 
casionally for serious offences. 

** You must know, that the office of Consul in 
Turkey is very different from what it is in Eu- 
rope; for every stranger, in civilized countries, 
being subject to the laws of the state he lives under, 
the Consul has nothing to do but to sign passports, 
regulate ships' papers, and use his interference 
with the local government in cases where the . 
terms of the treaty are not complied with ; while, 
on the contrary, in these barbarous regions the 
Consuls are a sort of Kings. Every Consulate 
here is a little Government, and all those residing 
in the country are considered to be under its ex- 
clusive protection. Once in a way, indeed, the. 
Pasha does presume, on any enormous crime be- 
ing committed, as killing one of his officers, or 
such like offence, to cut off an European's head ; 
but otiierwise, he leaves every thing that concerns 
our subjects (for so they are always called) to our, 
wiser jurisdiction ; so that we have to try causes 
for murder, assault, and robbery ; and -to decide 
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between contending parties, where hundreds of 
thousands of piastres (a piastre is about fourpence 
halfpenny in value) are concerned. 

" I have, at Cairo, about three hundred of said 
subjects, Maltese, lonians, &c. &c. and there are 
about as many more at Alexandria, who prin- 
cipally are under the laile of the Consul, Mr. Lee, 
but who have a right of appeal to my superior 
< worship' (as Dr. Riciiardson, in his Travels, 
calls me) at Cairo. It is a strange system, and 
one that was certainly never in the contemplation 
of the Government at home, so that no regu- 
lations nor proper rides for our guidance have ever 
been laid down. We do our best, sometimes pro- 
ceeding as far as imprisonment, fining, and wliip- 
|ling; but you may be sure we never, however 
hardened the criminal, or however terrible the 
offence, proceed to the extremity of hanging. 
What is chiefly to be regretted is, that even in 
atnxnous cases, as murder, &c. there is no pro- 
vision for punishing the offender, as an indictment 
will not lie in England for crimes committed in 
Turkey, it never having come into contemplation 
ihat the government of any country would yield 
ab far as to give up all right over the persons of 
ifrangers residing in its territory. You may ima- 
^e, undtT such circumstances, that my life is 
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not one of idleness ; the little time I have to spare 
besides, is spent in poring over Greek manuscripts, 
and in the study of Egyptian antiquities, in which, 
as 70U know the sort of burrowing faculty I pos- 
sess, like that of a mole under ground, you will 
not be surprised at ray having made consideraUe 
progress. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

^^ One of the most painfu] subjects of regret that 
my situation entails upon me, is the little prospect 
I have of ever joining our old circle ; yet, for a 
short time at least, I do not despair of accom- 
plishing it. The unsettled state of affairs in 
Turkey prevented ray taking advantage of the 
year's absence accorded me, so that I still have 
it in reserve, and you may be sure, when once 
out of Egypt, I shall not return to it without 
passing at least a month in London ; and Brighton 
in case of your being there, shall not certainly be 
foi^otten. 

'^ My marriage, you will be glad to hear, has 
been productive of much happiness to me ; my 
wife is very amiable, and strives, by every means 
in her power, to contribute to our domestic fe- 
licity ; while our little child is, for her age, an 
angel, full of spirit and intelligence, &nd promising 
to be as beautiful as her mother ; she is just six- 
teen months old (on the 1st of October), b named 
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Henrietta Greorgina, has had the vaccine, mea- 
sles, and has no less than sixteen teeth, which is 
a * great matter' for a child to have got over at so 
early an age- ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Pray remember me kindly to Julia and her 
husband, and the rest of your family, and believe 
me, with great truth, 

** Your sincere and affectionate friend, 

H. &" 

« To Miss HalU." 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

Unsettled state of Turkey. — Critical situation of the Pasha 
of Egypt — Salt's Letter on Eastern Politics to Sir Francis 
Darwin. — Another to Mr. Hamilton on the like subject. — 
Account of the terrible Earthquake at Aleppo. — Extracts 
from Salt's Letter to Colonel Leake. — His last Letter to 
the Author. — Loss of his Manuscript Work on Abyssinia, 
Egypt, and Arabia. — Amelioration of hb health. — Writes 
again to Lord Mountnorris on the subject of his renewed 
request for leave of absence. — Another Letter to that No- 
bleman. — Salt's Verses on the Death of his Infant — Cof- 
fin's Letters to Salt. 

The unsettled state of Turkey in 1822, with 
respect to her Grecian subjects, and the crafty 
policy of Russia, prevented Mr. Salt from putting 
his intention of visiting England into execution ; 
the state of public affairs in these quarters not 
only requiring his immediate presence in Egypt, 
but the exertion of his utmost vigilance and abi- 
lity to keep matters on a peaceable footing. The 
situation of the Pasha became extremely critical, 
between his desire to avoid everything that might 
lead to a rupture with England, and his wish, at 
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that period, to give no cause of umbrage to the 
Court of Constantinople, that could lead it to 
suspect prematurely the deep political game in 
which he had long been engaged. His firmness, 
however, and consummate prudence appeal-, for a 
time, to have proved successful in smothering the 
embers of dissension, which a breath might have 
blown into a flame ; and, for a season, he managed 
to preserve the tranquillity of his Government. 

The following letter from Mr. Salt to Sir 
Francis Darwin, gives no very flattering pic- 
ture of the justice or policy of the late Emperor 
Alexander. 

" Alexandria, Sept. 16th, 1822. 
" My dear Sir, 
" I have shamefully delayed answering your 
kind letter ; but the truth is, that my official 
duties daily increase, since the disturbances be- 
tween Russia and the Porte, which leave me 
little or no time to dedicate to my friends. It 
would give me great delight to see you once 
again in the midst of your Museum at our be- 
loved city ; but I fear it will be some time be- 
fore I shall be able to accomplish my wishes in this 
respect, as there seems, in fact, but little chance 
of affairs in Turkey being settled fur some time 
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to come. Everything has hitherto passed very 
tranquilly in Egypt, owing to the firmness of our 
Pasha ; but we have the misery of seeing daily 
hundreds of poor Greeks, who arrive on board 
the different vessels, passing into a cruel slavery. 
Every nerve has been strained by the European 
inhabitants, resident here, to purchase and pro- 
vide for such as happened to come on board Bri- 
tish ships ; but their means have at length failed, 
and we are compelled to give up the farther hope 
of assisting them. 

** Whatever our politicians may think of this 
business in England, it does appear to me that all 
the European nations Iiave played but a miserable 
part on the present occasion, and more especially 
the Emperor Alexander, the pious, the peace- 
making Emperor, who expressed a wish to see a 
Bible in the hands of each of his subjects, and yet 
has barbarously permitted four millions of Chris- 
tians, professing the same faith, and relyfng upon 
him for protection, to be sacrificed to the dia^ 
bolical vengeance of the Turk. 

** It is a fact well known to us, that two years 
before the insurrection broke out, the emissaries 
of Russia were to be found in every part of the 
Turkish empire, but particularly throughout the 
Archipelago, exciting the Greeks, by every sug- 
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gestion that could flatter a brave people, to arms. 
The Greek navy— was it not formed under the 
auspices and even banner of Russia? what, then, 
will posterity say of the mighty prince who be- 
trayed them ? A year and a half ago the game 
was in his own hands. Austria was occupied in 
Italy, and would have conceded any proposition 
the Emperor might have made ; England was 
employed in arranging her finances, and in bring- 
ing into order her almost rebellious population ; 
and France was in too unsettled a state to ite able 
to interfere. Then was the moment for Alexander 
to have moved forward his army, to have taken 
possession of Moldavia and Wailachia, and to have 
presented himself at the head of a hundi-ed thousand 
men before Constantinople. The fate of Turkey 
had then been in his hands, and he might have 
evinced his magnanimity by granting that power 
better terms than it merited, and yet have secured 
the independence of Greece. Those insolent mis- 
creants, the Turks, would in such a case have 
been taught a projwr respect for the Franks, and 
would have consented without a murmur to such 
wise regulations as the European powers might 
have pointed out for their guidance ; civilization 
might have been gradually introduced, and Chris- 
tians have been respected throughout the Levant. 
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** But how stands the case at present? — Alex- 
ander is universally considered here by the natives 
as a poor spiritless creature, to be bullied out of his 
point by a few threats ; and the Turks have taken 
a high tone that will soon make a residence in the 
Levant scarcely supportable to a European*. And 
what thanks does England get for her kind inter- 
ference? — None; she is, they say, a true trader, 
and knows her commercial interests. 

'^ I have lately taken another tour in the upper 
country, as far as Assouan, and made some va- 
luable additions to my collection of sketches, 
which is now become pretty extensive. I found 
at Philoe an inscription that had hitherto eluded 
the researches of our travellers, bearing a dedica^ 
tion of a small temple to Esculapius. It seems 
to have been originally occasioned by the recovery 
of the son of Ptolemy and Cleopatra Epiphanes 
from some dangerous malady, as he is also men- 
tioned, which is unusual, in the dedication. There 
is under it an inscription in hieroglyphics, which 
evidently corresponds with the Greek ; . and from 
this I have been able to make out the name of 
the Egyptian Esculapius in the hierc^lyphic cha-^ 
racters, as also the figure by which he was repre- 
sented as a divinity. ♦ ♦ * # Pray remember 
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me kindly to tlie Dean and his family, &c. and 
believe me to remain, my dear Sir, 

" Yours most truly, H. S." 
" To Sir Francis Darwin." 



PROM THE SAME TO WILLIAM HAMILTON. ESQ. 
" Alexandria, Sept. Ilth, l»-2-2. 

" My dear Sir, 

" I beg leave to congratulate you most sin- 
cerely on your accession to the high post* which 
you now occupy, and feel a pleasure in thinking 
that I may possibly, from your being so much 
nearer to Egypt, have before long the gratification 
of seeing you. The unsettled state of affairs ia 
Turkey has hitherto prevented my taking advan- 
tage of the leave of absence you so kindly assisted 
in procuring for me; but I shoidd hope that we 
are at last approaching the termination of this 
unfortunate business, as my last letter from Lord 
Strangford sfteaks with confidence of peace being 
likely to be re-established. 

*' Wc have felt but little of the shock here in 
comparison with the other parts of the Levant, 
the Pasha's conduct towards the Greeks having 

* Mr. Hamilton had been sent, about siic muntlis before, 
to Naples ill a bijjh iljplomutic capacity. — E. 
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been most generous, at the same time that he 
has made extraordinary exertions to serve the 
Porte on this trying occasion. He assured me 
the other day that he had expedited upwards df 
two millions and a half of dollars within the last 
year. Candia and Cyprus are under his care, 
and in the latter, I understand, he has succeeded 
in establishing almost the same tranquillity as in 
Egypt. In Candia he will have more difficulty, 
though he has already despatched four thousand 
men under one of his followers, Hassan Pasha; 
but finally I have no doubt of his success. His 
affairs in Ethiopia go on prosperously ; the coun- 
try as far as Sennaar is perfectly reduced to 
submission, as well as Kordofan, and the next 
campaign will probably add Darfour to his con- 
quests. 

" Mr. Linant, who travelled for Mr. Bankes, 
has, I am glad to say, safely returned, after hav- 
ing made a complete set of drawings of every ruin 
worth notice from Wadi Haifa to Sennaar. He 
stayed some time at the ruins of Meroe, though 
at the hazard of his life from a tribe of Arabs 
then in rebellion. His notes on the river are 
very complete as far as Sennaar, he having kept 
along the line of the river for that purpose; so 
that I feel assured his map will prove by far the 
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best that has hitherto been made by any of those 
who have gone up, Frediani, who was employed 
by the Pasha, went mad at Sennaar, and destroy- 
ed all his papers — no great loss to the world. 
Captain Gordon left this in June last, and I have 
heard of his arrival above the second cataract. 
I fear, from what I leam, that he exposes himself 
too much to the sun and damp of the night, as I 
understand he travels and sleeps in an Arab shirt 
only.* I much doubt whetlier he will be able to 
penetrate beyond the line of territorj- occupied by 
the Pasha's troops, as he will certainly, if he 
should attempt it, be taken lor a spy ; there is 
no knowing, however, how much may be accom- 
plished by a character so intrepid and devoted to 
its object as his appears to be. I gave him letters 
for Abden Cacheef at Dongola, and to Ismael 
Pasha at Sennaar, and have authorised him to 
draw upon me for any reasonable sum he may 
stand in need of. You will be glad to hear that 
my remonstrance about Abyssinia, though made 
in such a way as not in any degree to compromise 

• This intrepid and adventurous officer unfortunately 
experienced tlie fate which Mr. Salt had predicted ; he had 
been employed by the African Association, but, before he 
could afford it any useful information, he was cut off by ill- 
ness in hia progress towards the country wlucb formed the 
object of his journey. — E. 
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the Government, has had its effect. Since your 
note, I have of course abstained from all farther 
reference to the subject. 

** Mr. Linant had the good fortune to purchase 
for Mr. Bankes, as he passed the island of Ele- 
phanta, a very valuable papyrus, beautifuDy writ- 
ten and in good preservation, containing a portion 
of the last book of Homer's Iliad : I have carefully 
collated the three first pages, which I found to 
agree very exactly with the printed text. It can- 
not, I have reason to think, have been written 
much later than the age of Augustus, but may b6 
much older. It is likely, as it is the last book» 
that a date, or some observation of the copyist» 
may be found at the conclusion. 

" I enclose you a copy of a letter just written 
to Colonel Leake, and a letter with a flying seal 
for Sir William Gell, which, if he is at Naples, I 
will thank you to give him, if not, to forward it ; 
I also enclose a short account I have had printed 
here of the earthquake at Aleppo. I have sinc6 
seen Mr. Benjamin Barker, who was on the spot 
and escaped by a miracle ; he computes the lives 
lost at twenty-five thousand at Aleppo. Mr. 
John Barker calculates those lost at Antioch and 
the villages around at five thousand. The prin- 
cipal shocks were vertical. I beg to be remera- 
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bered to Mrs. Hamilton and family, and hope you 
will believe me 

" Most truly yours, H. S. 

** PJS. It is a fact that a Frenchman, who 
lived a hermit near Lady Hester Stanhope, pro- 
phesied the total destruction of Aleppo several 
months before the earthquake took place, and he 
communicated it some months previously to Mn 
Barker, our Consul, from whom I have the ac* 
count." 

^ To his Excellency William Hamilton, Esq." 

The following is a translation of the account 
printed in Italian of the terrible earthquake to 
which Mr. Salt alludes in the preceding letter. 

** EXTRACTS FROM VARIOUS LETTERS FROM SYRIA. 

'< Aleppo, 20th of August, 1822. 

** We make you acquainted with the mis- 
fortune that has befallen us. The evening of 
Tuesday the 12th inst. we were visited with 
two or three shocks of earthquake, which pro- 
duced no mischief, but in the night of the Wed- 
nesday following, about three o'dock, being in 
the court-yard of my country-house, we saw the 
earth convidsed, and great darkness prevail, ac- 
companied with the most violent wind imaginable, 
and we heard cries and lamentations as if it were 
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the day of judgement. This lasted for a quarter 
of an hour, when the earthquake ceased, after 
having occasioned destruction to the houses and 
walls of the city : the few that remain being in 
the most perilous condition. Under the ruins of 
these houses are buried about fifty thousand per- 
sons, Turks, Christians, and Jews, among them 
Sheik Abdalla el Razah, head of the Maliometan 
religion, Esra Picciotto, the Austrian CSonsul^ and 
Musa Derian, grand Doverier (head of the Cus- 
tom-house). The greater part of the buildings 
for the reception of merchants and travellers were 
destroyed, and all the mosques met with the same 
fate. I am persuaded that it will be a very long 
time before the superb Aleppo can expect to re- 
cover the loss it has now sustained. That city 
has been the principal sufferer from the effects 
of this terrible scourge, although it should seem 
that Latakia, Keliz, Huntab, Adelib, Errick, El 
Maarra, Hamma, and all the neighboiuing j^ces 
have been almost utterly desolated. 

The whole population has taken reftige in the 
fields around the city, exposed to all the hard- 
ships of the season, and trusting to the mercy 
of God, while earthquakes are perpetually oc- 
curring, and not a habitable place any longer 
remains ; besides which, nobody has the courage 
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to go over the city, Wliile I am writing, a 
(Mirter has arrived from Constantinople with the 
news that Darkush has been buried in the foil 
of the adjacent mountain, and the whole country as 
well as all the inhabitants utterly overwhelmed." 

'■ Aleppo, 2l3l ot'AugUBt. 
" My mind is not sufficiently free to answer 
your acceptable letter, being still, as it were, 
stunned by the catastrophe which happened to 
us during the night of the 13th — 14th, which 
in the space of an hour reduced the beautiful 
city of Aleppo to a heap of ruins. Providence 
saved me and my family by a miracle. The 
victims of the earthquake are innumerable. For 
these nine days we have been encamped in the 
gardens in a state of disorder easy to be believed, 
and every now and then are visited with fresh 
shocks so violent as to make us tremble." 



■' Latakia, 30lh of" August. 

" The 13th instant, about two o'clock at night, 
we were visited by a most terrible earthquake, 
which lasted for about eight minutes, and in 
thirteen smart shocks, which succeeded each 
other with great rapidity, ruined one third of 
the houses, inflicted serious injury on about as 

VOL. 11. r 



210 THE LIFE OF 

many more, and did more or less mischief to 
all the remainder. We thank the Almighty that 
in so great a misfortime only forty persons lost 
their lives, and about twenty wounded. More- 
over not a cai^ is landed that has not sustained 
some considerable damage." 

EXTRACT FROM THE COPY OF A LETTER ADDRESSED 

TO COLONEL LEAKE, BY H. SALT, ESQ. 

(Enclosed in the preceding.) 

<< Alexandria, September 22nd, 1822. 

" My dear Sir, 

** I have the pleasure to acknowledge your 
letter of the 27th of May, and am truly glad 
to find that you have been persuaded to accept 
the office of Secretary to the African Association ; 
as it will be very gratifying to me to renew 
our correspondence, and to afford you all the 
information in my power from this quarter. 

** Our friend Mr. Hamilton seems to have 
made a slight mistake respecting ' it being my 
wish that the memoir concerning Belzoni should 
be published,' as I perfectly recollect, though 
the copy of my letter is not at hand, that al- 
though I left the power of publishing it to him, 
should he think it necessary, I expressed myself 
anxious to avoid that step, being only desirous 
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that it should be shown to 1117 valued patron 
Mr. Yorke, and others of mj friends in England, 
and also, I think, to the Trustees of the British 
Museum, that they might be able to form a fair 
judgment of my conduct towards Belzoni, whose 
ingratitude, I will confess, has given me much 
pain. But a man of his disposition and cha- 
racter, though he may deceive the world for a 
time, as he did me, will sooner or later unmask 
himself and appear in his true coloui-s. The 
memoir therefore being in your hands. I have 
to request tiiat it should not be published, but 
that you will have the goodness to give it over 
to my agent Bingham Richards, Esq., with in- 
structions in writing not to publish it, but with 
permission to show it to any of my friends he may 
think right. 

" I had the pleasure of seeing Captain Gordon 
at Cairo in April last, when I procured for him a 
firmaun from the Pasha, to go up as far as he 
chose in the interior. * * And though I was 
not authorised so to do, I gave him permission, 
knowing how expensive travelling is in that 
part, and being witness of his general prudence, 
to draw upon me, if necessary, for any rea- 
sonable sum he might stand in need of, beii^ 
convinced, as I told him, that the Society would 
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not refuse any necessary assistance in so laudable 
a pursuit. 

** He set off with sanguine expectations from 
Cairo dressed in a common Arab dress, having 
already acquired as much Arabic as would enable 
him to get on without an interpreter. I have 
since heard of his arrival at Wadi Haifa, where 
he was in good health and spirits. The Naya 
Bey stationed at Assouan said, ' he was either 
a rogue or some very extraordinary character/ 
* * * The unsettled state of the country 
round the territory occupied by the Pasha's ar- 
mies, and the danger of being taken for a spy, 
will render his progress beyond that very doubt- 
ful. I am afraid too that he exposes himself too 
much to the sun and night air, relying rather 
more than is prudent on the rude health which 
he seems to enjoy ; but men who make up their 
minds to these kind of hazardous enterprises 
must be lefl pretty much to their own opinion, 
for it is not by a known rule, or road, that 
success can be ensured, and every man prefers 
his own route to the Temple of Fame. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

I have forwarded the journal of an American, 
who travelled as a Mahomedan under the name 
of Mohamed Effendi, to Mr. Bankes, through Mr. 
Hamilton of the Foreign Office, which contains 
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many interesting remarks, as far as Sennaar, and 
I have also the journal of an American seaman, 
which I bought for about thirty pounds, who kept 
Ihe course of the river all the way to Sennaar. 
This I shall likewise soon be able to send to Mr. 
Bankes. • • ♦ With respect to any plan 
to be adopted by the Society for penetrating into 
the interior above Dongola, or from Sennaai-, It 
is difficiUt for me to give an opinion. I think, at 
all events, that it would be worth the trial ; but 
the first duties of any one going on the expedi- 
tion, should be (by way of seasoning himself) to 
make accurate astronomical observations along the 
course of the river (as far as Sennaar perhaps), 
and in the Interior of Kordofan ; that being ac> 
complished (and it would be a great point gained, 
since the Pasha's tenure of the country is very 
uncertain), It would be for hun to judge of the 
practicability, or not, of penetrating farther. If 
it were seen that he were a person of capacity, 
even the Pasha himself might be glad to favour 
his views, by sending an expedition up the Bahr 
el Abiad to accompany him, or he might have an 
opportunity of going with the army to Darfour, 
as I hear the Dellardar meditates an attack in 
that quarter. Great care should be taken in 
furnishing liim with proper instruments, and he 
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should be well versed in the use of the circle, as 
there is a great portion of the year when the sex- 
tant is of no avail, owing to the great altitude of 
the sun in a tropical region ; he should have with 
him also two correct false horizons, and a small 
theodolite to take the bearings of the mountains, 
&c. ♦ ♦ ♦ Believe me, my dear Sir, 

« Your's very truly, H. S.** 

« To Colonel Leake, &c. &c, &c." 

At the close of this year I received a short 
letter from Mr. Salt. It was the last, I believe, 
he ever wrote to me, at least no subsequent one 
ever reached me. In truth we were never, 
during his residence in Egypt, very punctual cor- 
respondents, for he well knew that most of his 
important letters to others would be submitted to 
my inspection, and that few months could pass 
without my hearing of his proceedings from some 
quarter or another. I was myself engaged in the 
pursuit of an arduous and anxious profession, and 
moreover, during several of the latter years of his 
life, I was in the expectation of seeing him in 
England almost weekly. I now often r^ret this 
pause in our communications, for I have reason to 
believe that there were moments, in the latter 
period of his life, when letters from me might 
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have aflforded him some relief and consolation in 
the trying bereavements it was his hard fate to 
experience. Our friendship, however, was of a 
nature which neither silence nor absence could 
shake, and I have the heartfelt satisfaction of 
learning from Mr. Coffin, that only a few months 
preceding his death, he mentioned in conversation 
that his papers were to be sent to me, and at the 
same time, laying his hand on a large manuscript 
before him, he said, " This contains a work upon 
Abyssinia, Egypt, and Arabia, wliich has em- 
ployed me for years, and on which I rely for my 
future fame. It is to go to Halls, for he will do 
me justice." 

This work, with many other papers, was after- 
wards packed up in several boxes by him and Mr. 
Coffin, before he quitted Alexandria on his last 
visit to Cairo, in company with Colonel Craddock, 
and he gave Coffin dii-ections to see them forward-- 
ed to me. On his return, however, to the former 
place, Mr. Salt was seized with the fatal attack 
wliich terminated his earthly career, and was hur- 
ried away by his medical advisers on a voyage 
up the Nile as the only chance of saving his life. 
In the confusion that ensued, the boxes were for- 
gotten, and wci'e unfortunately left neither sealed 
noi' directed ; no that wlien Atr. Coffin, who ac- 
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companied Mr. Salt on his voyage, returned after 
the Consul's decease to Alexandria, he found the 
papers had been taken from the boxes and scat- 
tered in confusion about the floors of the apart- 

ments.f 

The following is the letter alluded to above. 

'* Alexandria, Oct. 4th, 1822. 

" My dear Halls, 
" I send you a copy of our first Alexandrian 
Gazette^ which contains an account of the terrible 
earthquake at Aleppo and in Syria ; later intelli- 
gence confirms the same, but estimates those killed 
at Aleppo at only twenty-five thousand. * ♦ * 
I have found some paintings in encaustic, * paint- 
ed in wax," of the Greek School, which are very 
curious. They are no doubt from the pencil of 
an inferior artist, but show that the painters had 
then as free a use of the pencil as in modem 
times. How they managed to keep up the ne- 
cessary heat ;|; to enable them to use the wax so 
freely, is difficult to imagine. One of these paint- 

f I regret to say I have never yet learned any tidings of 
these papers. — E. 

X Fire was probably used in preparing the materials for 
encaustic painting, or they were in themselves of an inflam- 
mable nature ; but there is no certainty of their having been 
actually employed in a heated state. — E. 
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ings nn a mummy {painted on tliin board), is now 
in the British Museum, and Mr. Combe, the 
Keeper of the Works of Art, would, I am sure, 
have a pleasure in showing it to you. Remember 
me most kindly to your family, and to all friends 
in London, and believe, 4tc. 

" Your's, H. S. 

" P. S. Perhaps you may mention the encaus- 
tic painting to Mr. Fuseli: I am sure it would in- 
terest him." 

" J. J. Halls, Esq." 



During the latter part of tliis year Mr. Salt 
seems to have enjoyed a longer exetnption from 
bodily pain and suffering than he had for a long 
time experienced, as on the 4th of December 
1823, he writes to his friend Richards in these 
terms. " I am happy to tell you that my health 
is much ameliorated. Since June I have really 
enjoyed good health, such as I cannot boast of 
having had for some years. It seems to mc that 
the fever I had at Alexandria, and its conse- 
quences, have relieved my mind, as well as body, 
from an oppression under which I had for some 
time laboured. My lady is likely in May next 
to bring me an addition to our family. My 
eldest girl is one of the handsomest and most 
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engaging chUdren I have ever seen. Remember 

us kindly to your lady, and believe me, &c. 

" H. S." 

With the exception of a few short letters writ- 
ten upon his private affairs^ which afford no 
account of his general proceedings, Mr. Salt ap- 
pears to have forwarded no letters to his friends 
in England till after the middle of the year 1823, 
when he addressed the annexed to the Earl of 
Mountnorris. 

'< Alexandria, August ISth, 1823. 

" My dear Lord, 
^^ I cannot now sit down to answer your long, 
kind, and very interesting letter, the receipt of 
which gave me the most heartfelt pleasure. The 
present is only to mention that I have again 
written, through Mr. Yorke, to get my leave of 
absence for a year accorded by Mr. Canning, 
for the purpose of settling my private affairs, 
as it has not hitherto been possible for me to 
avail myself of the one granted by the Marquis 
of Londonderry, owing to the unsettled state of 
matters at Constantinople, and the imminent 
prospect at that time of a rupture with the 
Russians. For the present all thought of such 
a war seems to be laid aside, and as. Mr. Briggs 
will be here soon, to whom I can confide the 
Consulate, I am anxious to be able to leave 
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Egypt in the spring. My health, thank God, 
is pretty good, and I feel that I could enjoy the 
company of my friends, whom I shall see pro- 
bably for the last time, as there is no chance, 
I fancy, of my ever being able to live in England ; 
all I can hope for being a retreat, some day or 
other, should my life be spared, in Italy. 

" Have the goodness, therefore, to assist ray 
views about the year's leave of absence with Mr. 
Canning. I intend to leave my family at L^- 
bom, but this depends on circumstances. 

" Your's, &c. H. S." 

" P. S. I hope that Lord Valentia has received 
the few coins I sent him by Captain Hazlewood, 
vid Hull. I have a few others, tolerably good, 
in bronze. I have begun the collection of Nile 
shells for you, of which I have as yet got only 
three kinds. I will shortly send them, with some 
minerals from near the Red Sea, and other things 
which you desire. H. S." 

" To the Earl of MountnorriB." 

The leave of absence now applied for by Mr. 
Salt was readily granted by Mr. Canning, and 
forwarded to Egypt, but the severe domestic 
calamities which awaited him, a return of his 
ill-health, and the disturbed state of public afffurs, 
again prevented the Consul from availing himself 
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of the permission he had obtained to revisit his 
native country ; and the leave of absence re- 
mained unemployed in his possession till the 
day of his death. In the preceding year Mr. 
Salt had written to Mr. Coffin in Abyssinia, and 
had sent him a farther portion of the money that 
had been placed in his hands by the Earl of 
Mountnorris for his occasional relief. The letter 
and money reached Mr. Coffin at Adowa, who ac- 
knowledged their safe arrival in two letters, which 
were enclosed by Mr. Salt in the following to his 
Lordship. 

TO THE EARL OF MOUNTNORRIS. 

« Cairo, November 27th, 1828. 

'' My dear Lord, 
** I have great pleasure in sending you two 
letters just received from Coffin, or rather copies 
of them, as the originals would probably puzzle 
you as much as they have done me.* I am just 
on the point of setting out with the Pasha to 

• Mr. CofBn had so nearly forgotten English that, when 
he Jirsi arrived at Cairo in 1827, after a residence in Abys- 
sinia of seventeen years, he was unable to make himself in- 
telligible. He understood what was said to him in English 
tolerably, but could not recollect words enough to make a 
reply ; he recovered, however, the |>artial use of his language 
in a surprisingly short time. — E. 
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see his new-disciplined troops, which are stationed 
in the upper provinces. He and I continue on 
the best terms. I have lately made a cheap 
purchase for you of a collection of specimens of 
the granite about the cataracts, many of which 
have been cut and polished scientifically, and 
these I shall soon expedite to England. I have 
not yet heard whether Lord Valentia received his 
few gold coins, which went by a vessel bound for 
Hull from Alexandria. 

" My health continues pretty good, and my 
darling little girl now Iwgins to improve apace : 
she is a very lovely child. We had the misfor- 
tune to lose a Uttle gul in March last, who lived 
only sixteen days. My lady, however, is again 
in the famiiy-way, so that by next April I hope 
we may be favoured with a boy. You always 
smiled at ray poetry, but I think you will be 
pleased with the following lines, written a few 
days afler the death of my Uttle girl. 

« TO THE MBMOHY OF JULIA SALT, AN INFANT BOHN ON 
MARCH 1823. 

" Grand Cairo. 
" Dear suffering child, to thee it was not given 
" To breatlic the balmy fragrance of the spring, 
" Nor view, at morn, reviving nature's bloom: 
" 0[>en'd tliinc ejcB in agony, not lo know 
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<< Thy weeping parents : nor a mother's care, 
<< Nor all the fond anxiety of friends, 
" Could save thy wish'd-for life. Sweet angel now, 
<* (So to thy father's inward ^ense thou seem'st) 
<< Lifl up thy little hands before God's throne 
'< And ask for us that bliss thou there enjoy'st." 

" I will write to you immediately on my re^ 
turn, till when believe me 

" Ever truly your's, H. S." 

«* To the Earl of Mountnorris." 

MR. coffin's letter INCLOSED IN THE PRECEDING. 

'' Adowa, May 28, 182a 

" Sir, 
" I received your letter dated November 25th 
1822, conveying the sum of sixty dollars, which 
I hope God may repay with sixty camels' loads, 
for I was in great distress on the arrival of it. 
Sir, you mention having received two andent 
coins of Abyssinia, that Werkie gave you ; I shall 
try all in my power to get you as many more as 
I can, and send them to you, or anything else 
that may please you. I shall come to you my- 
self, if it may please God to let me reach you, in 
the course of six months after this. If you think 
proper, please to send me word by the first op- 
portunity; for there is nothing but wars and 
troubles in this country for the last seven years 
past. I have been taken five times in their 
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battles.* Had I only got five hundred soldiers 
of our countrymen, we might take all the country 

hat the Has formerly governed. The servant 
girl Cullum, belonging to Pearce, arrived here 
safe with Werkie, and is a very great lady in 
Adowa. — N. B. Werkie sends his salaams to you, 
and believe me to be your most humble servant, 
"W. H. Coffin." 

" H. Salt, Esq." 

" Adowa, May 28, 1823. 
" Sir, 
" Ayto Subegadis received your spy-glass and 
waa very much pleased with it. He also b^s 
me to send you this, telling you he will forward 
you some elephants' teeth and a mule soon after 
this. He also begs me to tell you to send him 
some crystals, or anything else you think will 
please him. Sir, if you send him anything, send it 
to the care of ^Verkie ; or anything else that you 
may send to me, send it to the care of Ayto 
Wakie, Adowa. Your most humble servant, 

" W. H. Coffin." 

•■ H. Salt, Eaq." 

* And he might have added, received several severe 
wounda in different actions. How he recovered from some 
of (hem, the scars of which he showed me when in England, 
in lucli a couDtry as Abyssinia, and without surgical aid, I 
cannot conceive. — E. 
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ADDED BY MR. SALT TO THE PRECEDING. 
" My DEAR LORD9 

" This IS the second portion of your present 
that Coffin has received, and you may be assured 
I will continue to let him have what is necessary, 
and to provide for him, in some way or other, 
should he come here. If he sends any coins, they 
shall of course be for you. I will soon forward 
him a passport, as I did to Pearce, and as I have 
managed to establish a r^ular agent at Jidda, 
that is, one acknowledged by the Turkish Go- 
vernor having the Pasha's Ba}rurd6, I feel as- 
sured he will ^t here in safety. I do not know 
whether I mentioned to you that, as Werkie 
went hence, he was taken by the Tor Arabs, who 
were fools enough to rebel against the Pasha ; but 
the moment they found he was under British pro- 
tection they sent him back, with every article he 
had, safe to the beach opposite Suez, where my 
agent old Mandi, whom you remember, received 
him. H. S.** 

" The Earl of Mountnorris." 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Mr. Salt's severe trials in the year 1824. — Death of his Wife 
in child-birth. — Particulars of that event in a letter to his 
sister, Mrs. Morgan. — Salt thinks of visiting Europe. — 
Composes a poem entitled " Egypt'* — Sends to England 
for publication an essay on Hieroglyphics. — Hb letters to 
Mr. Richards. — Epistle to Mr. Hamilton on the subject 
of ChampoUion's explanations of the hierogljrphics^— Mys- 
teries of Egyptian lore.~ Further letters to Mr. Richards. 
— Letter to Miss Jane F. Morgan. — Salt's collection of 
Antiquities at Leghorn. — Letter on the subject of an offer 
for them by the King of France. 

The year 1824 proved one of severe trial to 
Mr. Salt, and the melancholy events which ra- 
pidly succeeded each other, in the short space of a 
few months, were enough to have overthrown a 
sterner mind and less affectionate disposition than 
he possessed. The complaint which had so long 
preyed on his constitution had weakened his bo- 
dily and, perhaps, impaired his mental energies ; 
and many vexatious circumstances, which com- 
bined to harass and distress his feelings, but ill 
prepared him for the heavy calamities with which 

VOL. II. Q 



226 THE LIFE OF 

he was about to be visited. He lost in the spring 
of this year his young and affectionate wife in 
child-birth ; her infant died a short time after, 
and, in a few months his valued and excellent 
friend Mr. Lee, the Consul in Alexandria, was 
added to the melancholy list. 

These scenes of affliction will be best told by 
the annexed letters, written to several of his 
friends at this sad period, and will serve to show 
the amiable feelings of his heart, and the patient 
resignation with which he submitted to these 
severe bereavements. The first account of Mrs. 
Salt's death is contained in the succeeding para- 
graph of a letter to his firiend Bichards written 
soon after her decease. 

" I am but in a bad state to write, and must 
therefore conclude. Thb you will not wonder at, 
when you hear that it has pleased Almighty God 
to afflict me with the greatest of all calamities — 
my dear, my beloved wife has been torn from m^ 
by a puerperal fever, five days after child-birth. I 
myself have been and am still very ill ; but bear 
up as well as I can, for the sake of my children. 
You will, I know, feel for me ; no one was ever 
more happy than I was in the affections of a wife : 
but God's will be done. "Your's,&c. H.S.** 

'< Alexandria, May 2nd, 1824."— « To B. Richards, Esq." 



nr-NRY SALT. 



PROM THE SAME TO HIS SISTER, MRS. MOEGAN. 
'■ Alexandria, June I6th, 1824. 

" My dear Sister, 

" You will probably have heard, before the 
receipt of this, frora B. Richards, the sad hlow 
with which it has pleased God to afflict me. My 
beloved wife, after bringing forth a little girl and 
being perfectly well the first day, was seized with 
a puerperal fever on the third, and died on the 
fifth : this happened on the morning of Good 
Friday, and has left me in a state of misery and 
desolation. The dear child, too, is since dead ; 
and I have now only my beloved child Geoi^na, 
tliree years old, to console me. I was before 
unwell, and have since been very ill, and still 
continue far from well, being much reduced and 
MBToely capable of walking for ten minutes to- 
gether. 

" There were circumstances that attended the 
death of my dear wife which render it doubly a 
source of afDiction. The lying-in happened during 
the time of the plague, (of which from two hun- 
dred to two hundred and fifty died daily,) and 
the medical man who attended her (this was at 
Cairo) was called away, a few hours aft«r her 
delivery, by his wife being seized with the plague ; 



228 THE LIFE OF 

SO that my wife was left without her usual 
medical aid, it being utterly impossible, with the 
plague in his house, that we could permit him 
to return. Another surgeon came, but was fright^ 
ened, thinking we might also be infected, and so 
mistook the complaint my wife was attacked 
with for a gastric fever, and his medicines of 
course hastened the catastrophe. The child also 
was put to a nurse from necessity, and her child 
died of the plague, which occasioned the removal 
of my little one to another. This second* nurse 
had no milk, and it was forced to be given to a 
third : all these changes brought on its death. 

" The surgeon who first attended my wife died 
himself about twenty days after of the plague, 
and all his family, except the wife who was first 
attacked. Such are the horrible effects and ra- 
vages of this dreadful malady ! I was soon aflier- 
wards, at great risk, brought down by another 
surgeon, who came to attend me, to Alexandria, 
where I am still remaining. I am now going to 
send away my child Georgina, with her grand- 
mother, whose affliction you may easily conceive, 
to Leghorn, where her other daughter resides, 
and I hope myself to be able to leave this for 
Europe towards September. 

'^ It is impossible that any one could die with 
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more piety and resignation to the will of God 
than my lost angel. Her last words were to the 
doctor, who begged her to take comfort, for that 
she would soon recover — * No, I know I shall 
die ; but, sinner as I am, I trust that God will in 
his mercy take me to himself!' This was after 
recommending dear Georgina and her mother to 
my protection. She was, I assure you, one of the 
most perfect beings I ever knew, her whole happi- 
ness being placed in her husband, mother, and 
child. She had long before her death a presenti- 
ment that she should die young, sajdng to me 
frequently, ^ When I am gone, who will take all 
this care of you ?' And when I have answered 
that she would, I trusted, live long after me, she 
has replied, ^ No ; I know that I shall die young.' 
But we must submit to the will of God, since he 
does, no doubt, all for the best. Remember me 
to all friends, and believe me to be, my dear 
Sister, Yours, &c. H. S. 

" P.S. Kind love to Mr. Morgan, who will, I 
am sure, feel for me as much as yourself, who 
know how these things weigh mc down." 

« To Mrs. Morgan." 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE SAME TO 

B. RICHARDS, ESQ. 

*< Alexandria, July Srd, 1824. 

** Dear Richards, 
* * * * " Since the change in my family, 
I am only anxious about my child, (for the last 
it has pleased God also to take from me,) and 
under all circumstances, should anything occur 
to me, she will not be ill provided for, taking into 
account a reversion she is entitled to besides what 
I can leave her. I am considerably better, but 
still in a poor way. The shock has been a dreadful 
one. In itself the loss was enough to have over- 
set a man that loved his wife as I did ; but it was 
also attended and indeed occasioned by drcum- 
stances that rendered it doubly difficult to bear. 
Nothing could be more successful than the de* 
livery — both mother and child were well; wheo 
suddenly her medical attendant. Dr. Cimba, was 
called away by his wife being attacked with the 
plague, then raging at Cairo. On the third day 
some symptoms of fever appeared, when I wrote 
to Cimba, who persuaded by letter another sur- 
geon, Dr. Martini, to visit us. This man came 
in a state of great alarm, supposing the plague 
was in our house, and evidently in his report to 
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Ciraba gave a wrong character of the disease ; so 
that they both agreed that it was a slight gastric 
/ever, for which appropriate medicines were or- 
dered. The attack, however , being that of a puer- 
peral fever, these only added to the disease, and, 
on another medical man being called in, it was 
too late to apply the proper remedies. Dr. Cimba 
soon after fell a sacrifice to the plague, as well as 
every member of his family, except the wife ; and 
thus, through the existence of this dreadful ma- 
lady around, and the difficulty — nay, impossi- 
bility of obtaining good medical aid, my wife fell 
a sacrifice. 

** Nothing could exceed the resignation and piety 
with which she resigned herself into the hands of 
her Maker. She was indeed a pattern of every- 
thing that was good, making her whole happiness 
consist in faithfully discharging the duties of a 
daughter, wife, and mother : at her death she was 
scarcely twenty. ♦ ♦ ♦ My infant child, too, 
fell a victim to the same combination of circum- 
stances ; her nurses were obliged to be repeatedly 
changed, and these changes were at last fatal. God 
protect you, dear Richards, fi:om such a trial ! my 
resignation to his will has alone enabled me to get 
over it. " Yours, &c. H. 8." 
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On the eighth of September 1824, he again 
wrote to Richards, and, from a paragraph con- 
tained in the letter, he seems once more to have 
had serious thoughts of visiting Europe. ** I am,** 
he writes, *^ tolerably well recovered, and shall 
leave this for Caiix) in a few days, to prepare for 
my departure to England; but I am in some 
measure dependent upon Briggs, for I cannot 
trust any one else to supply my place in Alex-- 
andria. This circumstance may, perhaps, keep 
me in Egypt till the spring." 

The sudden death of Mr. Lee, however, which 
happened about this period, again forced him 
to postpone his design. To divert his attention 
from the melancholy thoughts that depressed his 
spirits, Mr. Salt thb year wrote, and privately 
printed in the Alexandrian press, a descriptive 
poem entitled " Egypt," which is given hereafter. 
It is by no means a finished production; but 
the mournful circumstances under which it was 
written, and the meditative and disconsolate 
strain which pervades the poem, it is hoped may 
disarm the severity of criticism. About this pe- 
riod, also, he sent over for publication an Essay 
on Hieroglyphics, which he thus notices in a letter 
to Mr. Richards : — 
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<' Alexandria, Sept 19th, 1824. 

" My dear Richards, 
" I have sent home^ through the Foreign Office, 
addressed to Mr. Yorke, whom I have requested 
to consign it to you, an Essay on the phonetick 
Hieroglyphics of Young and Champollion, with 
plates; and though I find that, owing to the 
delay occasioned by my late misfortunes, I have 
been forestalled in many of my observations by a 
recent work of Monsieur ChampoUion, yet I am 
anxious, for various reasons given in the postscript, 
to get it as quickly as possible to the press. Mr. 
Valpy, the bookseller, might, perhaps, be induced 
to publish it, or to take an interest in it ; but at 
all events I wish it to be immediately printed, even 
should it cost me a hundred and fifty pounds : I 
b^ you, therefore, to do me this favour, and 
I will send the necessary funds. Of course I 
should be better pleased to get it printed for 
nothing ; but, as it is the sort of work that b not 
likely to sell, this is not to be expected. The 
{dates should be engraved on stone, which will 
answer admirably for such engravings, and the 
text may be printed in an ordinary way in duo- 
decimo. I b^ you will not let any advice or 
reasoning of friends induce you to delay this com- 
mission : I will in a subsequent letter give you a 
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list of those persons and public bodies to whom I 

wish copies to be sent. Should L be with 

you, he will do me the favour to correct the en- 
gravings, as he is a perfect master of the hiero- 
gljrphics. If an opportunity should occur, you 
may be able to show the MS. to Mr. Bankes, and 
perhaps he may be good enough to give me a few 
notes. I send home by this ship a leather case 
containing duplicate drawings by Mr. L— -— , 
which he left in my hands. He is indebted to 
me upwards of £1 00, which I should like - to get 
paid ; but I would not on that accoimt keep back 
from him the drawings, so that, if he should desire 
it, you had better make them over to him. 

** I have had another sad shock in the sudden 
death of my friend Mr. Lee ; his kindness saved 
me in my late cruel afOictions, and I have now 
to render the same good offices to his widow and 
family. Yours, &c. H. S." 

THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

" Alexandria, Nov. 6th, 1824. 

♦* My dear Richards, 
" I have sent you by the Henry, Captain Fen- 
wick, a small box containing fifteen copies of a 
little poem, in each of which I have written the 
name of the friend to whom I wish it to be pre- 
sented. I have also cut them all open, as I con- 
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ceive it may lighten the duty. I have not printed 
it with my name, but as ' a traveller,* nor will a 
single copy be sold, as I do not wish to be over- 
hauled by the critics ; you will, therefore, not say 
that you htow it to be written by me, but leave it 
in dubio. • * « * Pray tell Lord Morton 
that I have another fine horse and a mare, the 
latter the tallest of the race I have seen, to send 
him. The Pasha has not yet given me the two 
he said he would, and though, according to the 
old adage, I put ' little faith in the promises of 
princes,' yet I beUeve they will be forthcoming 
at last. 

" I see, by your kind letter of the Slst of 
August, that you had not then heard of the 
death of my last Uttle one. I have now only my 
dear Georgina, who is a very charming child : 
she is about three years old, very intelligent, and 
much resembling her mother. I have sent her 
with her grandmother,- Mrs. Pensa, to Leghorn, 
and they are living with Pietro Santoni and his 
wife, who all doat on the dear child: that she 
will be taken care of I have sufficient proof in the 
education of my beloved wife, who never left her 
mother. You will have heard of the recent shock 
I have had in the death of my friend Mr. Peter 
Lee, Consul in Alexandria, after only ten days' 
illness, leaving a wife and children with little or 
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nothing to live npoo : I have before recommended 
them to TOUT kind oflSces, if they should have 
need of them. It has seldom happened to any 
one to see together two such happy families as 
ours vere^ as far as depended on domestic har- 
mony, and both to be thus broken up ! — Patience ! 
patience ! I am now in possession of the Alex- 
andrian Consulate till a successor shall be named, 
and find it by no means an agreeaUe post, the 
duties being more like those of a Bow-street ma- 
gistrate than any other Christian office : gales of 
wind daily, and gales among the seamen and 
captains — I have no less than seven seamen in 
prison at this moment. 

" Yours very truly, H. S. 
** P.S. Captain Chapman is here, a Uvely, plea- 
sant, talkative companion. He will be able, on 
his return, to give you a pi*etty correct account of 
the difficulties attending the export of cotton, as 
far, at least, as ship-masters are concerned.'' 

" B. Richards, Esq." 

FROM THE SAME TO WILLIAM HAMILTON, ESQ. 

" Alexandria, Oct 4th, 1824. 

•* My dear Sir, 
" I have two letters by me which I had begun 
for you, but had not the heart to go through with : 
the blow under which I have suffered having ren- 
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dered it painful to me to address, above all, those 
friends who would, I know, feel a kind interest 
for me in the midst of my misfortunes. Before 
this time I had hoped to be with you at Naples, 
and to have had the delight of introducing to you 
my beloved wife ; but God had determined it 
otherwise, and nothing is left to me, but to con- 
tinually deplore her loss. My child too, the only 
one left me, I have been obliged to part with, 
having thought it right, that she might no longer 
be exposed to the danger of this detestable coun- 
try, to send her to I/eghom, where she has hap- 
pily arrived with her grandmother, Madame Pensa, 
and they are now living there with the family of 
Mr. Pietro Santoni, who married my wife's sister. 
My little girl is very advanced for her age, being 
only three years old, and promises to be !is beau- 
tiful as her mother : may she be but half as good 
and amiable ! 

** I have, only a few days back, had all my 
wounds torn open afresh, by the sudden death of 
my friend and colleague Mr. Peter Lee, to whose 
kind attentions I owe, in a great measure, my 
recovery from the deplorable state into which I 
had fallen ; and I have the misery of seeing Mrs. 
Lee and five children left almost destitute, unless 
the Levant Company should provide for them, 
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which has never shown itself very favourable to 
the deceased. I have the pain also to lose their 
society, as we have thought it best that they 
should proceed direct to England. So that I now 
feel myself left without any one whom I could look 
to for consolation, in case of need, or whom I could 
call a friend in the country, and, what is very 
annoying, I am by this event compelled to give 
up all thoughts of quitting Egypt for the present, 
notwithstanding that Mr. Canning had confirmed 
my leave of absence, and that a change of dimate^ 
for a time, had become so necessary to my healtli. 
Patience 1 all is doubtless for the best. 

*' I am happy to tell you, that my affair with 
the British Museum has turned out better than I 
expected, though the Trustees have behaved shab- 
bily enough throughout the whole transaction. 
They gave me, some time back, two thousand 
pounds for the whole of my collection ! with the 
exception of the sarcophagus ; but this, I am glad 
to say, I have since sold for two thousand pounds. 
And Mr. Bankes writes me word, that he feels 
certain of getting me from Parliament, next Ses- 
sion, another thousand pounds ; * as he has al- 
ready tried his ground, and finds both Ministers 

* This, as will be hereafter shown, was not obtained. — £. 
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and such Trustees as are in tlie House, inclined 
to accede to tlie proposition. 

" You will be surprised to hear that I have be- 
come a complete convert to Mons. Champollion 
fils' systena of explaining the hieroglyphics. In 
March last I took up the matter seriously, with 
his ' Lettre a Mods. Dacier' before me, and deter- 
mined to see whether there were anything in a 
system that had made so mucli noise in Europe, 
yet which appeared to me so absurd. As I ad- 
vanced, with all my sketches round me, I soon 
began to &nd that I had been wrong in ridiculing 
it, and that this phonetic alphabet was not only 
applicable to the Roman and Greek Conquerors of 
the country, but also to the Ethiopian Sovereigns 
who had ruled over Egypt, and I found out the 
names of ' Taraka,' mentioned by Isaiah as the 
King, ' wlio came out to fight against Sennacherib,' 
which is frequent at Meroe, as Mr. Linant after- 
wards showed me, and those of Sabaco, the So of 
Scripture, and Zerah, as well as many of the 
names of its ancient kings, as those of Nechao- 
Psammiticus, Ochyras, Osorchon, Amenuramee, 
Amenoth, Rameses Me Amun, and Barneses 
Thothmosis, besides several names of their Queens. 

•* I also found clear proof, in the hieroglyphics 
of a mummy case with Greek inscriptions, now in 
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the Museum, that the phonetic alphabet apjdied 
to names of private individuals, there beiog the 
name of 'Soter' clearly to be made out upon it, 
and three times repeated under the nancie of 
Osiris, as Dr. Young had suggested the names of 
individuab to be found in most papyri, which 
corresponds to the Greek name of the deceased 
whose mummy it contained, the inscription run- 
ning thus, l,af77ig KogiffiTjou HoTJjov (Afjrgog pXaur^g 
otj^^v Qn^y ?. I also found it applied to the 
gods, from many names of different deities col- 
lected in Upper Egypt; and especially to one 
which I had ascertained to belong to the Egyptian 
Esculapius liLovrog, as was* proved by a correspond- 
ing Greek inscription, which was discovered by 
me in the fa9ade of a small temple I excavated at 
Philoe. 

** These discoveries led me to draw up a short 
essay on the subject, which was finished as to the 
matter, but wanted recopying and correcting, pre- 
viously to my illness and misfortunes. In the 
mean time I find that Mons. ChampoUion fils has 
published his * Precis du Systeme Hieroglyphique,' 
&c. and forestalled a great part of my observa^ 
tions ; but, as we arrived at the same conclusions 
from such different modes of deduction, mine 
being entirely drawn from my own sketches and 
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observations on the spot, it seemed to carry so 
strong a confirmation of the correctness of both 
the one and the other, that I have determined to 
persist in the publication, and I have therefore 
sent it home to be printed, and will not fail to 
direct my agent to send you a copy as soon as it 
is out of the press. 

** Our Pasha is getting deeply engaged in the 
affair of the Greeks. He has expedited hence 
twenty thousand men for the Morea. They have 
met with the Capitan Pasha since, after his defeat 
at Samos, and are gone to renew the attack. I 
begin to suspect that our Great Man is deceived 
in the idea he entertains of his influence at the 
Forte, and that he is, like so many others, only 
cajoled by it to his ruin.* 

The cotton is become a great article of export 
hence. This year no less than one hundred thou- 
sand cantars, which at fifteen three quarters dol- 
lars per cantar, gives him the sum of one million 
and a half of dollars. These form the principal 
funds for the Greek War. We have now several 

* The Pasha was probably still waiting for a favourable 
opportunity, which has at length occurred, of striking a deci« 
live blow at the Ottoman Government. Former experience 
must have taught him to place but small reliance on the 
good faith or amicable feeling entertained towards him by 
the Court of Constantinople. — E. 

VOL. II. R 



242 THE LIF£ OF 

English houses settled here, and the affairs of the 
Consulate in Alexandria are become of consider- 
able importance ; hence I have found it necessary, 
pro interim, to take upon myself the duties of the 
office. The Levant Company is considered here 
as on the point of being dissolved. I do not know 
how far this may be true ; but it is certainly a most 
oppressive tax on the merchants, and of no earthly 
advantage. Pray let me have the pleasure of 
hearing from you when you have leisure. If you 
knew how much pleasure your Notes afford, you 
would not confine yourself to such small paper. 
Believe me, my dear Sir, 

" Yours most truly, H. 8. 

" P. S. October 9th. Since writing this letter 
I have found a rough copy of part of my private 
letter written to you, 8th of March 1824, from 
Cairo. Pray did you receive it ? If so, I will 
thank you to let me have a copy of it, as it promts 
the fact of my having discovered the application 
of the phonetic alphabet, to the names of the gods 
and ancient kings, prior to Champollion's last 
work having reached Egypt ; about which some 
people may be kind enough to express a doubt- 
Excuse the repetitions in this letter, as I had mis- 
laid the letter of the 8th, and forgot its contents. 

" H. &- 

'* To his Excellency William Hamilton, Esq." 
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The work un the phonetic alphabet, mentioned 
in the above letter, was published in London in 
the following year, and though it does not, in 
extent, exceed sixty octavo pages, must have been 
the result of great perseverance and laborious 
enquiry. It is unfortunate, for the cause of 
Egyptian lore, that three such individuals as Dr. 
Young, Mons. ChampoUion, and Mr. Salt, should 
have aU perished in the course of a few years, 
and at a period when the true light appeared to 
be dawning on the mysterious objects of their 
research. They seem, however, to have discover- 
ed the genuine road which ultimately may lead 
others to follow in their footsteps, with happier 
fortune and more complete success. 

The publication of his work on the phonetic 
a^abet produced, as Mr. Salt had anticipated, 
no emolument, indeed he niust have been a con- 
siderable loser by the undertaking, not only from 
the unsaleable nature of the work, but also from 
the liberality he evinced in presenting early copies 
to various learned societies, and to those among 
his acquaintance and friends who he conceived 
would take an interest in the subject of the 
volume. In other respects it appears, by the 
annexed letter to Mr. Richards, that the publica- 
tion afforded him considerable gratification, from 
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the wann and affectioDate manner in which some 
of his friends seem to haTe expressed themselres 
on the occasion. Tlie letter, however, gives bat 
a melancholj view of the depressed state of his 
mind. 

*" AlezandriSf June Idth, 1825. 

** Dear Richards, 

** I have just received your interesting letter 
up to the 6th of May, and am truly grateful for 
the pains you have taken about my Essay on 
Hieroglyphics ; and, as I know myself the trouble 
of these things, am fully sensible of the obligations 
I owe you. I can scarcely venture to tell you the 
effect one or two of your expressions produced on 
me, so nervous still is my frame. But the cir- 
cumstance of * * * and the kind manner 
in which Mr. Yorke speaks of me, completdy 
overpowered me, and for some hours I was at- 
tacked with one of those convulsive fits which all 
sudden pains or pleasures now inflict upon me. 
Yet do not think that I am in ill-health ; on the 
contrary, I am in body sound, and am growing 
unpleasantly fat, — but the wound is within. 

*^ As to the thousand pounds, I am in no want 
of money, thank God ; and whether I have it or 
no, shall not be a bit more miserable or more 
happy. 
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** I should much rather look forward to the 
hope^ and your letter has opened to me that hope, 
of a pension, however moderate it might be ; and 
the thing, if my friends exert themselves, might 
perhaps be brought about. In Egypt, between 
ourselves, when the Consulate of Alexandria shall 
be once in the hands of his Majesty, there will be 
iUtle occasion for two Consuls, especially when 
the Alexandrian Consulate is filled by Mr. Barker, 
who is well used to the Turkish diplomacy. Be- 
sides, I might be able to offer a certain equivalent. 

** I have collected, and my collection is now in 
Leghorn, antiquities to the value of four thousand 
pounds: the finest collection of papyri existing, 
the best assortment of Egyptian bronzes, several 
paintings in encaustic, and rich in articles of gold 
and porcelain, — in fine, what would make the 
collection at the Museum the choicest in the 
world, as an Egyptian collection ; and this I would 
willingly present at once to the Museum, could I 

obtain a pension of 600/. like H , on which to 

retire.* This, of course, is a very confidential 
communication, and only to be made known to 

such friends as . Could the matter be 

brought about, I should be a Iiappy man for the 

* He would not, as will be shown, have profited much by 
such an agreement. 
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short torm I hare to live. I hare already fortune 
enough for mj child : and, with a certain income, 
I should be aMe to fire somewhere in Italy, or 
London perhaps, and emptor myself in finishing 
my sketches, and in arranging my Notes on 
Egypt, &c. These are probably day-dreams, but 
your bring acquainted with my wishes may be 
of use. 

^ I am truly glad Lord Morton seems satisfied 
with the horses ; the letter announcing their ap« 
riral has never reached me — only your cursory 
notice in your letter of the 5th April. I believe 
our accounts are nearly balanced, and am glad 
they do not think I have overcbai^ed, for, to tell 
the truth, the notes containing my account-cur- 
rent have been mislaid, which has much distressed 
me; but, according to my calculation, I believe 
we are about at a just balance. It is well I have 
such persons as Lord Morton to deal with, whose 
handsome treatment thraughout this commission 
has been most gratifying to me. 

** I thought Lord Mountnorris was in Italy ; I 
now forward him four copies of my poem. My 
cousin Butts' approbation of it has given me great 
pleasure. Beechey, I think, must have liked 
Stanza X. and the following ones, as he was with 
me and experienced something of the same sensa- 
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tioDS. I write in haste^ as a ship is on departure. 
Your friendship becomes daily of more value to 
me ; few have b^un to be attached so early, or 
have so well kept up their regard. 

« Yours, &c. H. S. 
** P«S. I purpose getting to England as soon as 
Mr. Barker is settled here — that might, perhaps, 
be the best occasion to talk about a pension ; 
I have now been here, you will recollect, ten years, 
amid plague and all sorts of ills." 

« To B. Richards, Esq." 

FROM THE SAME TO MISS JANE F. MORGAN. 

^ Alexandria, June 9th, 1825. 

" My dear little Girl, 
^ Your kind and interesting letter from Bangor 
reached me some time ago ; but I have been so 
occupied with the two Consulates, my own and 
that of Alexandria, since the death of my valuable 
friend Mr. Lee, which took place in September 
last, that I have not had a moment to write to 
my friends. His successor has not yet been ap- 
pointed, owing to the G!onsulates in the Levant 
having been taken into the hands of Government, 
so that it is uncertain when I may be able to get 
away and pay you a visit in dear Old England. 
My dear child Georgina, the only one living, is 
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gone with her grandmother, Madame Pensa, to 
Leghorn^ where they are living in the same house 
with Madame Pensa's remaining daughter, Ma- 
dame Pietro Santoni, whose husband is a mer- 
chant at Leghorn. My little girl is the dariiug 
of her relatives, and is taken great care of; I 
hear continually from them, and am delighted to 
receive such good accounts of her ; so that I fed 
much happier than if she were remaining here, as 
she is out of the way of plague, fever, opbthahnia, 
and all our blessed disorders. 

** How often do I long to be among my friends 
at Lichfield once more, even for a short time, and 
to see the beautiful spires and to wander about 
the green fields which I hold so exactly in my 
memory. I hope the great elm in Mr. Levett's 
field is still standing, and the willow going to 
Stow. Your assurance that the old pear and 
apple trees and mountain-ash are living, gave me 
great delight. So you have lieen great travellers 
— my sister gadding about, without her husband 
too; I see she is like myself, and takes a pleasure 
in observing the beauties of nature : believe me, 
after all I have seen, there is nothing in the world 
that affords such pure and unalloyed delight. I 
am truly glad to find that you still remain with 
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my sister, and that you continue so attached to 
her. It will add much to my pleasure, when 
I visit Lichfield, to renew our acquaintance, if you 
still remain what my memory pictures you to 
have been as my * little girl.' But you must all 
expect to find me strangely altered — quite the 
old gentleman of forty-five, with a serious face, 
grey hairs, and an increasing corporation, my 
health, for some months back, having been better 
than it has been for years : besides this, you will 
find me afraid of the cold, very regular and old- 
bachelorlike in my habits, and fond of having 
everything comfortable about me. In my heart 
and feelings, however, I hope you will find me 
unchanged, still as fond of the simplest pleasures 
as ever^ and placing all my happiness in domestic 
comfort. At present I am residing in a gentle- 
man's family of the name of Thurbum^ as I have 
no home in Alexandria, and there is nobody to 
attend to this Consulate but myself. 

** It will be a great pleasure to hear from you 
as often as you will be kind enough to indulge 
me, and pray let me know whether you are tall or 
shorty thin or plump, red<heeked or pale; your 
disposition it will be useless to describe, since I 
recollect it always to have been one of the best in 
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the world, and in this respect we seldom change. 
Kind love to my sister and Mr. Morgan, and re- 
membrance to all my friends, and believe me, my 
dear ' little Giri; 

" Yours very affectionately, H. S." 

The collection to which Mr. Salt alludes in the 
preceding letter to Mr. Richards was intrusted to 
the care of his agent at Leghorn, Monsieur San- 
toni, with instructions that, in the event of an 
offer of purchase being made by any of the con- 
tinental governments, he was to give the earliest 
intelligence of it to the Consul. About the same 
time, Mr. Salt in a letter to Mr. Richards says, 
" If you wish to know anything respecting my 
collection at Leghorn, write to Santoni, who will 
be able to send you a catalogue ; and if we should 
not succeed in what I mentioned in my last, no- 
body is more likely than yourself to get me a 
purchaser. It would be a great pleasure to me 
that it should go to England; but no more of 
dealing with the British Museum — the Soanes 
are the people for me. Yours, &c. H. 8. 

** P.S. You are aware of the great greai confi- 
dence I reposed in you in my last — not a word 
of this to any one except **** ♦**, *as you 
love me, Hal !' " 
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The offer here hinted at was, I believe, never 
in any way signified to (Government, as, in about 
five weeks afterwards, Mr. Salt again wrote to 
Mr. Richards, as follows, to stop all proceedings, 
there being a great probability of his being able 
to dispose of his collection on highly advantageous 
terms to the King of France. 

<< July 29th, 1825, Alexandria. 

" My dear Richards, 
" I have just received notice from Monsieur P. 
Santoni that Monsieur Champollion has been at 
Leghorn to see my collection, sent by the French 
Government with a view to purchase it ; that he 
was much delighted, and that it is likely to be 
bought at a very advantageous price for my in* 
terest. I think it right to apprise you imme- 
diately of this, that I may not be compromised in 
any offer you might make on my part, through 
my friends, to Government, in compliance with 
what I have before written to you, as it certainly 
will not be possible for me, after what I have 
suffered in England, to sacrifice my interests 
fiurther with a hope of any advantages that might 
accrue in that country. Of course it being under- 
stood ckarly^ that if any arrangement should 
have been by chance made before this reach you. 



252 THE LIF£ OF 

I shall most strictly abide bj it, and you will in 
that case, and in that case only, write to Saotoni 
to suspend all treaties for the collection. — This for 
your information. I send the same in duplicate 
by L^hom. H. S," 

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

« Alexandria, Nov. 7th, 1825. 

" My dear Richards, 

" By the present ship I have just time to tell 
you that I shall send you Lord Morton's account 
by the next ship, as I have discovered at Cairo all 
my notes. The only article wanting is a hand- 
some double-barrelled gun in a case, to be sent 
out, by the first occasion, to Abden Cacheef : this 
I shall enter in my own account. Fiamingo is 
just gone up to Cairo to look after a mare which 
the said Abden Cacheef, lately returned from 
Dongola, has promised me. My agent, Santoni, 
is in treaty with the French Government for my 
remaimng antiquities at Leghorn, and they seem 
disposed to pay a good price : — this between our- 
selves. 

*^ I hear nothing of the Consul for this place, 
and till his arrival I cannot move. We are 
rejoiced at the very judicious act of Government 
in issuing its proclamation of the 4th of October, 
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as our situation here would have become very 
critical had some such wise step not been taken. 

« Yours, &c. H. S. 
" P.S. The new Consular Bill is very consola- 
tory, and particularly to those who have served 
ten years." 

« To B. Richards, Esq." 
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CHAPTER X. 

Salt's Sufferings under Disease and Sorrow. — Fatigue of 
the two Consulates. — Letters to Miss Jane Morgan, Mr. 
Richards, and Lord Mountnorris. — Disposal of Salt's 
Collection of Antiquities to the King of France. — Letter 
on that subject from Signor Santoni. — A troublesome 
Commission. — Letter to Mr. Richards expressive of Salt's 
desire to go Home. — His Pleasure at again meeting 
Coffin. — Affecting Incident. — Salt's last Letter to Mr. 
Richards. — Salt is again attacked by his Malady. — His 
Letter to M. Santoni. — ^Melancholy Intelligence of Salt's 
Death, communicated in a Letter from Mr. Thurbum.— 
Some particulars of his Will. 

In proportion as I approach the period of Mr. 
Salt's dissolution, my information w^ith respect to 
his proceedings becomes of a more scanty descrip- 
tion, and the few letters of his with which I am 
furnished are so short, and mostly so much taken 
up with matters of a private nature, that I should 
hardly have inserted them, had they not fiimished 
me with nearly the only means I possess of cany- 
ing on the narrative to its melancholy close. In 
fact, the duties of the two Consulates which en- 



HENRY SALT. 255 

tirely devolved upon him, I believe, till very nearly 
the period of his decease, and the disagreeable 
and worrying nature of his occupations, left him 
but little time for the indulgence of his favourite 
pursuits, and still less to devote to a correspond- 
ence with his friends. Almost all his last letters 
are addressed to Mr. Richards, and the languor of 
the style, and the faltering hand in which some of 
them are written, seem to evince, too clearly, that 
disease and domestic sorrow had nearly done their 
work on his shattered and exhausted frame. 

He appears, indeed, to have been only anxious 
for the prolongation of life, that he might settle 
his worldly concerns, and be permitted to revisit 
his friends and his relatives in that country which 
he had so faithfully served. In the April of 1826, 
he again wrote to Miss J. Morgan. 

<< Alexandria, April 10th, 1826. 

•* My dear Jane, 
" I have to thank you for your last very agree- 
able letter, and am sorry you stand upon punc- 
tilio so much as never to write a second without 
hearing from me, as I can assure you that your 
letters afford me great delight, my thoughts being 
often with my friends, and nothing giving me 
more pleasure than to hear of their welfare. I 
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am always in hopes of getting over to pay you a 
visit; but as yet cannot get released from the 
Alexandrian Consulate, which I have now held 
for a year and a half, as well as my own ; no suc- 
cessor being hitherto appointed to Mr. Lee. This 
ties me down, much against my wiU, to remain 
where I am. 

Why do not you and my sister, as I before 
begged you, come and pay me a visit. I have an 
exceUent house out of the town, with a garden, 
and could make your visit very agreeable ; and, 
as I before said, pay all expenses that the voyage 
might cost. It is a fancy, at least, that often 
entertains me to think of; but there is no spirit 
now among the young people, as when I was 
young, and so pray tell my sister. Pray does 
Mr. Morgan still go on farming, and how many 
cows does he keep ? I sometimes think of our 
walks to the garden in the fields, and wish I 
were there once again. A walk to Stow Church, 
or Green Hill, or Borrowcop, would do me an 
infinite deal of good. 

*^ And so you could not understand my little 
work on hieroglyphics ? yet, to tell you the truth, 
I am not much surprised at it, for, being now en- 
tirely out of the way of such pursuits, I b^in 
scarcely to understand them myself— quarrels be- 
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tween captains and seamen, and litigations be- 
tween merchants, factors, and brokers, are enough 
to drive everything like literature out of a man's 
head. My health has been lately not so good as 
it bad been, but nothing serious, only for some 
days I have been obliged to give up wine and 
meat. Upon the whole, however, Alexandria 
agrees with me better than Cairo. Remember 
nie kindly to Bessy, Mr. Morgan, and all friends, 
and believe me, 

" Your's very sincerely, H. S." 

" To Misg Jane F. Morgan."* 

FROM THE SAME TO B. RICHARDS, ESQ. 

" Alexandria, April 10th, 1826. 

" My dear Richards, 
" You will have seen before your last could 
reach me, that I had already purchased a mare 
for Lord Morton, and I am sorry to say that 
since this I am become burthetied with Dongola 
mares. Johanni, whom I sent up to Abden 
Cacheef for a mare he had promised, has not only 

* This young lady is the niece, by marriage, of Salt's sis- 
ter Mrs. Morgan. He took much notice of her when a child, 
before he left England, and used to call her " his little girl." 
She has resided with her aunt since she was four years old, 
and during the latter years of his life she kept up a corre- 
•pondeoce with him. — £. 
VOL. II. ii 
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brought me down two sent as a present by that 
personage, bat was also persuaded by him to pur- 
chase a third, for three thousand piastres^ from 
one of Adden Cacheef's people; so that I have 
now, instead of one, no less than four at my dis- 
position, and what is worst of all, there is so great 
a scarcity of grain here and of beans, with which 
we feed our animals, that the expense becotnea 
very heavy in keeping them : I scarcely, therefor^ 
know how to act for the best. As the fine season 
is now set in, and several vessels on departure, I 
think of sending two, the best of course, with 
Giovanni ; and the others, I suppose, I must sell to 
replace the three thousand piastres, so ill-spent, as 
it turns out, by Johanni. Pray communicate this 
to Lord Morton ; at the same time I fear that 
there will not be time to receive his lordship's 
answer. I hope that the plan I have thought of 
will be agreeable to him, and that he may at least 
get the mares safe. 

" Believe me yours, &c. H. 8.** 

written on the same sheet. 
** Dear Richards, 
** In addition to mj letters about the Dongolas^ 
I have to thank you for the pains taken about my 
little work. The notes you have sent me from 
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my friends have given me much pleasure. I 
shsll be able to send you a few pages to be added, 
by way of correction, in a short time, which the 
work much wants, 

" Monsieur Champollion le jeune, who has been 
treating with my friend Santoni, for the King of 
France, about my collection, which I have reason 
to tliink is nearly concluded to my satisfaction, 
writes as follows to Santoni. ' Je me suis fait un 
devoir de lui (Mr. Salt) rendre justice entifere, 
quant k ses travaux arch^ologiques, dans im de 
DOS premieres journaux scientifiques." Now do 
you happen to know in what * Journal' this is to 
be found ? if so, pray send it to me. As to the 
critique you sent me, it cannot Ik by Champolhon. 
OS you suspected, there being several errors in the 
few observations you quoted to me, 

" As you must have a balance in your hands 
belonging to me, since Lord Morton has settled, I 
beg you will be good enough to pay it to my 
account at Messrs. Dnimmond's, as I am likely to 
be pressed for readif cash ; pray do not delay this, 
as it may be of consequence. I have had no 
information, or order, respecting this Consulate, 
ftnd am kept in a most unpleasant state of sus- 
pense. My ten years' service are now expired, 
and I should be most happy if I could get away 
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from this dreadful place, even on my leave of 
absence, but much more so on a pension, however 
moderate, if it were possible. * * * Believe 
me, my dear Richards, 

« Yours, &c. H. a*' 

FROM THE SAME TO THE EARL OF MOUNTNORRIS. 

« Alexandria, April 10th, 1826. 

*' My dear Lord, 

" I sent you by the ship Vere, bound to Liver- 
pool, under the care of a gentleman of the name 
of * Joyce,' who has gone passenger with his 
family by that ship, a box with some muminies 
of crocodiles, one of which is the finest I have 
ever seen. I beg you to accept them, and shortly 
I will send something else. I have every reason 
to believe that my collection of antiquities at L^- 
hom has been disposed of much to my advantage 
to the King of France. I am sorry the treatment 
I received from the Trustees of the British Mu- 
seum, prevented the possibility of my sending this 
fine collection to England. As soon as I know of 
the sale being concluded, I will let you know the 
particulars. 

** Affairs are going on here, as in England, bat 
badly, l^he fall in the price of cotton, and the 
scarcity of the last two inundations, render it diffi- 
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cany on the war witli Greece ; but somehow or 
other, I have no doubt he will raise it for a year 
or two, at least if the war should be continued so 
long. It is said here that Missolonghi is actually 
taken, but we have not got the official news. 
Such an event would hasten the downfall of the 
Greeks, a catastrophe that must sooner or later 
ensue if they are not assisted by some European 
power. 

" I am greatly annoyed by hearing nothing of 
an appointment for the Alexandrian Consulate. 
I am kept here much against my will, and to the 
detriment of the service, as the Pasha now stays 
entirely at Cairo, and is surrounded by French 
agents and partizans. I am living too at a great 
expense, having two establishments to keep up, 
and that without knowing the wishes of the Go- 
vernment, or how I am to be remunerated for the 
same. When I shall be able to get away, God 
only knows ; but I am most anxious, I assure you, 
for the arrival of that happy hour. My ten years 
were concluded in March, so that now, at least tf 
my friends can assist me, I am entitled to a pen- 
sion ; but I fear it may be diflScuIt to prevail on 
Mr. Canning to do me the favour of letting me 
retire. Surely all that I have suffered and done in 
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Eg]rpt entitle me to this indulgence. It will be 
a happy day when I cfan again have the pleasnre 
of seeing you in England. Beliere me, my dear 
Lord, " Yours, &c. H. S." 

«« To the Earl of Mountnorris/' 

About the time when the above letters were 
written, intelligence was received that the coUeo 
tion of antiquities alluded to had been finally 
disposed of to the King of France. Mr. Richards, 
agreeably to the wishes of Mr. Salt, had written 
some time previously to Signor Santoni, to learn 
the particulars of the coUection, and the* pro- 
gress, if any, that had been made' respectii^ 
its sale. To this application, no immediate an- 
swer was returned, as Signor Santoni preferred 
waiting till the treaty, then actuaUy on tock, 
should be finally completed : as soon, however, 
as this was accomplished, he wrote a letter to 
Mr. Richards, from which the following are trans- 
lated extracts. * * 

^* I did not answer your letter sooner because I 
waited ' till I could say something concerning its 
contents, which I am now enabled to do, and 
have the satisfaction to tell you that the papers 
concerning the sale to his Majesty the King of 
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France of the collection of our dear friend Mr. 
Salt, were signed at Paris on the 18tli of Feb- 
ruary, He left this affair entirely to ray manage- 
ment, and without giving me any distinct orders 
as to price, was nevertheless continually soliciting 
me to complete the sale, writing to me repeatedly 
that, as long as his acquisitions were placed in 
such a situation as their scientific merit demand- 
ed, he should be content with even less than 
ISO thousand francs from the purchaser — say 
one hundred and fifty thousand. In fact, I have 
now been enabled to obtain for him 250 thou- 
sand francs, payable, however, in four years, by 
equal yearly instahnents, to commence the first 
of July next. 

" You may imagine my satisfaction in having 
been enabled to procure such an advantage, upon 
a point of interest, for a friend so dear to my 
heart. If Salt had given me to understand that 
he 1-equired more than 150 thousand francs, my 
demand would in this case have exceeded 250 
thousand francs ; and I have no doubt we should 
have succeeded, because the collection is most 
desirable indeed in its kind. I have moreover 
the pleasure of stating to you that this affair 
has been treated by me, and brought to its 
end. with all possible delicacy, and although the 
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name of Salt did not appear in it, all the 
world knew that he was in fact the proprietor of 
the museum. 

" As to the Directors of your Museum, they 
have, in truth, conducted themselves very iU, Id 
every respect, with regard to our friend. Salt 
might well have been to his own country what 
ChampoUion is to France. His acquirements 
and talents are, however, known and esteemed 
by foreigners. They might well have afforded 
to be somewhat liberal for the benefit of one who 
is worthy of the highest esteem, both on the part 
of his Government and of the whole nation, as is 
abundantly proved by his admirable conduct in 

the highly conspicuous station which he occu- 

^ ^ ^ 
pies. • • • 

" Monsieur ChampoUion arrived here on the 
15th ult. charged by the King's ministry with 
taking possession of the collection ; and I have 
executed the consignment accordingly. 

" Signed Pietro Santoni, 

Leghorn, April 12, 1826.*' 
« To Mr. Bingham Richards." 

It is singular that in none of his subsequent 
letters, with which I have been furnished, does 
Mr. Salt allude to a transaction that must, in 
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every respect, have afforded him sucii heartfelt 
gratification, and which reflects so much honour 
on the lilierality and discernment of the French 
Government. Monsieur Champollion, who nego- 
ciated the business with Signor Santoni, was un- 
queGtionably in matters of this nature the very 
first man of his day, and had he not been well 
aware of the value of the collection, would 
scarcely have advised his Government to sanction 
so munificent an expenditure. " But they do 
these things, it appears, much better in France 
than in England." The following short letter 
from Mr. Salt concludes his correspondence for 
the year. 

" Alexandria, June lOlh, 1826. 
" My DEAR Richards, 
• * • " I wrote to you before to say I 
have now got four Dongola mares, but, as I 
see Lord Morton in his last limits mc to one 
for his own use, I have determined, as the best 
for his interests, and as the least expensive plan, 
to send home only two. One, the very fine 
one given to me by Abden Cacheef : the second, 
the one bought for one hundred and fifty dollars 
by Johanni, which, deducting the one hundred 
and ten dollars I had passed to account for a 
mare bought by me, and which I shall now 
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retain at a loss^ leaves forty dollars to be added 
to the account. The two mares are to leave 
this place in about ten days, on board the brig 
Procris, Captain Arnold. I have agreed to pay 
thirty pounds for each mare: the man to have 
his passage free; and for the foal the Captain 
is to have five guineas should it arrive safe in 
England, and nothing if it die on the pas- 
sage. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

" The Procris is bound to London. The prin* 
cipal mare has been greatly admired, being very 
high and of the purest breed, black with white 
l^s. The other the same, but not so tall. There 
cannot be finer got of the Dongola breed. I trust 
and hope his lordship will be pleased with this 
arrangement ; if not, the mare he leaves must be 
immediately sold for my account. With respect 
to the balance now due to me on this final wind- 
ing-up of the actount, I beg you will not press it, 
but leave it entirely to the parties to settle it at 
pleasure. The gun you sent remains on hand, as 
I had been obliged to purchase another before it 
arrived, as you will see entered into the account 
now sent you : I have also a mare on hand for 
which I shall never get the price I paid for it 
here. But all this is nothing if the .gentlemen 
should only be satisfied with what I have done £br 
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them. Notliing in my power has bt'en omitted, 
but it has been a commission attended witli many 
difficulties. 

" Believe me to be your's, &c. H. S." 



I have dwelt more fully upon the above trans- 
action than perhaps its general interest required, 
from a feeling that, in the event of any indivi- 
duals in future wishing to epter into a hke specu- 
lation, the present instance would serve as a good 
criterion to judge of the trouble and expense 
attendant on such an undertaking. When Mr. 
Salt first engaged in the business, he entered upon 
it without any idea of private emolnment, and, 
indeed, so cautious was he of avoiding every- 
thing that might wear the appearance of gain, 
that, as he himself confidentially states, he was 
a loser by the whole transaction ; yet, in spite 
of the comparative facilities wfiich his situation 
afforded him of obtaining the animals, in the 
first instance, the total expense of the whole 
commission amounted to no less a sum than 
£1216. 

1 resume my narrative, which is now draw- 
ing nigh to its melancholy close. I cannot exactly 
tell whether Mr. Salt was ever relieved from the 
heavy and unpleasant duties of the Alexandrian 
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consulate by the appointment of a successor to 
the late Mr. Lee ; but I should be inclined to 
believe from circumstances, that he continued to 
perform the functions of both the Consulates till 
nearly the day of his decease ; in which case he 
must have borne the weight of the two offices 
for upwards of three years. I never heard that 
he received any remuneration during this period, 
for his encreased services and necessarily aug- 
mented expenditure : but perhaps, had he re- 
turned to England, it might have been the in- 
tention of Government to have taken these cir- 
cumstances into its consideration, and to have 
granted him permission to resign his official 
situation on a small retiring pension. But what- 
ever might have been the views of the Ministry in 
these respects, he felt it imperative upon him to 
remain at his post, in the absence of every one 
qualified to discharge the duties of his situation 
at so critical a period. In May he addressed 
the annexed letter to Mr. Richards, which gives 
some account of the unpleasant predicament in 
which he was placed. 

" Cairo, May 12th, 1827. 

<« My dear Richards, 
" ♦ * * * I have been much annoyed by not 
being able to come home, on account of my pre- 
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setice here being required during the continuance 
of the Greek war, and I have made this a reason 
to beg from Mr. Canning that, when the war 
shall be once over, I may be permitted to retire 
altogether on the usual allowances. I hope Mr. 
Yorke and other friends will assist me in gaining 
this favour. I am thoroughly tired of Egypt, 
and have a mass of sketches and notes sufficient 
to amuse me during the rest of my life, which, 
after what I have undergone, I cannot expect 
to be a long one. Lord Mountnorris has not 
written for a long time, though I have sent him 
different articles. I hope he will assist in obtain- 
ing my leave to retire. At all events I shall 
come over to you the moment affairs will let me. 

" We must expect to pass a stormy summer 
since the arrival of Lord Cochrane among the 
Greeks. Should he attack us at Alexandria, the 
consequences must be very serious, though I trust 
his Majesty's ships now stationed there through 
my exertions, may be sufBcient to protect his 
Majesty's liege subjects from any very serious 
mishap. It is by no means a pleasant situation 
we are placed in ; nothing ran jiersuade the 
Turks that Lord Cochrane is not acting under 
orderR from Government, and, conse(|ueiitly, we 
are all looked upon ivith an evil eye, I shall 
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be heartily glad when it is over. Egypt is in 
great distress for money, that is» actual ^pme^ 
Bills are terribly fallen, and the merchants threat- 
ened with general bankruptcy. 

" Believe me yours, &c. H. 8.* 

" To Bingham Richards, Esq." 

About the date of the above letter Mr. Coffin 
arrived at Cairo, with his son, from AbyssiniSy 
charged with a mission to England from Sube- 
gadis, the Has of Tigr^. Mr. Salt had long been in 
almost daily expectation of seeing Coffin in Egypt, 
and he received him with .his usual kindness 
and hospitality. Having now been parted firom 
each other nearly seventeen years, their meeting 
under such circumstances was peculiarly gratify- 
ing to both parties, and seemed for a time to 
renovate the drooping spirits and nearly worn- 
out frame of the Consul His altered appear- 
ance, however, and debilitated look even at their 
first interview, greatly surprised and shocked Mr. 
Coffin, who never ceased urging him to quit his 
residence in a country which must prove fatal 
if longer protracted. He appeared conscious of 
this himself, but he refused to hearken to the 
advice while he felt he had strength enough left 
to be of service to the interests of his country. 
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He took particular notice of young Coffin, then 
a boy of about twelve years of age, and used 
often to divert himself by skirmishing with him 
in the Abyssinian fashion, or in fencing with him 
with sticks, and in every respect treated him 
with 80 much kindness that the boy became 
nearly as much attached to liira as he was to 
his own father. It is rather an aOecting inci- 
dent, that when the lad happened to call upon 
me with Coffin in London, about a year after 
the death of Mr. Salt, he accidentally cauglit 
sight of a portrait of the latter, hanging in the 
room, when, turning his head away, he burst 
into tears. 

The arrival of Mr. Coffin in Egpyt appears 
to have afforded Mr. Salt the last gleam of hap- 
piness he was destined to enjoy in this life ; 
latterly he could not bear to have him out of 
his sight, and would often exclaim, " ^^'hpre is 
Coffin? I like to see his honest Old English face 
beside me." During his lifetime he continued 
his uniform kindness and friendship to him, and 
at his death betiueathed him sixty pounds. After 
staying for a space at Cairo, Mr, Salt retained 
with Coffin to Alexandria, whence he addressed 
this, his last letter, to Mr. Richards. 
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" July Idth, 1827, A 

" My DEAR Richards, 

" I had the pleasure three days back to reoeiTe 
yours of the 30th of April, and hope before this 
that you have received mine from Cairo. I am 
obliged to you for finishing so satisfactorily the 
Dongola business, though I am latterly a loser 
by the concern. I hope the last quota has been 
settled, but should there be any difficulty about 
it, I iK'g you will not press the matter, as I hate 
quarrels. I am very much engaged at present 
on account of the Greek war, in which our Pasha 
is taking so active a part. 

On the I6th of June Lord Cochrane, in the 
Hellas, with twenty-three Greek ships, appeared 
oflf our harbour and burned a small brig that had 
run aground in attempting to enter the port at 
dusk ; but, on the appearance next day of the 
Pasha's fleet of corvettes only, the frigates not 
being ready, his lordship and suite retired. In 
fact, they made a most contemptible figure before 
this port, and were pursued by the Turkish fleet 
afterwards to Rhodes. . The affair before with 
two Turkish corvettes of twenty-two cannon eachj 
off Zante, does the Hellas little honour. The two 
cor^-ettes are now hei-e, one of them a Tuniscin 
and the other of (Constantinople, and their cap- 
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tains have been handsomely rewarded for fight- 
ing so well. The Greeks have put in the Malta 
Gazette that they were " two frigates ;" but this 
I can assure you is a falsehood. They are both 
corvettes, and not large ones. In fact, I believe 
Lord Cochrane has little or no command over 
these gentry, and, I am^ told by an Austrian 
commander, has only three hundred and fifty 
Grreeks on board the Hellas, so that she is not 
in a state to fight. That the whole is not at 
an end is the fault of the Em-opean cabinets. 
The means were easy. 

" A considerable expedition sails from this in 
a few days for Hydra, which I have no doubt 
will fall ; and as Rasched Pasha, with a large 
force, has joined Ibrahim Pasha, Napoli di Ro- 
mania cannot hold out long. You may put it 
down as a certainty, that if the'European powers 
do not come boldly forward, in less than six 
months the Greeks will no longer exist as a 
nation. Lane is gone up with a gentleman, 
of the name of Hay, into the upper country. 
It may be of use to him, as the latter is rich 
■nd an excellent young man. In Lane's praise 
J cannot say too much ; he is very studious, and 
^as made great progress in Arabic, and it would 
a service to the country could his lalents, on 

VOL. 11. T 
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his coining home, be turned in that direction. 
He is also very amiable^ and lives with all pos- 
sible economy. I beg you will mention these 
particulars to his friends; whatever I can do 
for him is a pleasure. He has given me a few 
prints by his brother, of whose talents, in litho- 
graphy, I have a great admiration. Can you 
procure for me, by purchase, his plate called 
''Devotion," a young girl kneeling. The finest 
specimen of lithc^raphy I have ever seen. I 
saw it in the possession of a naval officer, and 
recognised it to be by Lane, without seeing the 
name, or indeed being near it. Kind love to all 
at home. Yours, &c. H. S.*' 

<' To Bingham Richards, Esq." 

In the latter part of the year 1827, Mr. Salt 
again sustained another severe attack of the feUal 
malady that had so long preyed upon his con-, 
stitution, and from which he never afterwards 
recovered. About three weeks before his decease,, 
he addressed the annexed letter to his friend and 
relative Monsieur P. Santoni, at Leghorn, in 
which he gives some account of his situation,, 
though he does not appear at that time to have 
been sensible that his end was so nearly ap- 
proaching. 
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« Alexandria, Oct 7th, 1827. 

''My dear Peter, 
•* I just write you a few Knes to let you know 
the state of my health. I have had another of 
my old attacks, and a very severe one, since 
August, when I was obh'ged to go up, during 
the great heats, to Cairo ; but I am, thank God, 
a little better. The disorder still continues, and 
I am still very weak ; but it is, I hope, with 
great care and strict diet, gradually going off. 
Thb has finally determined me not to protract 
my stay here, under any considerations, beyond 
April next, and this by the advice of several 
medical men, who have given me certificates to 
that effect. I have sacrificed myself sufficiently 
for the Government, and now can be of little 
more use to them here. I therefore most certainly 
leave this, for Europe, in April next, if not 
befiyre. The collection* leaves this to-day with 
Captain Montes — you will do the best you can 
in the sale of it. It has cost a large sum, and 
should not be disposed of for less than one hun- 
dred thousand francs. It would suit England 

* I have not been able to learn what has become of this 
collection. If it has been sold on terms o£ nearly equal ad- 
nmtage with the former one, the fortune of Miss Salt ought , 
in that case, to be r^ry' considerable. 

t2 
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particularly, as there is all that they want, aad 
it has not that which they have ; so pray com- 
municate with Richards on the subject. The 
catalogue, very exactly made out, will be sent 
by next opportunity. The collection is a veiy 
select one, and rich in interesting objects, as you 
will soon see. ♦ ♦ • H. S.* 

This appears to have been the last letter Mr. 
Salt addressed to any one ; for, from this period, 
his disease took so formidable a shape as to inca- 
pacitate him from all exertion, and to extinguish 
almost every hope of the re-establishment of his 
health. On the 21st of October, Mr. Thurbum, 
of the house of Briggs and Co. in Alexandria, 
wrote as follows to Monsieur Santoni : — 

** I am much concerned to have to tell you that 
our worthy friend, Mr. Salt, has been suffering 
much of late from internal hemorrhoids, which had 
i*educed him so low, as to induce the medical men 
to advise a change of air as a last resource : in 
consequence of which, he set out last Thursday 
week for a village on the Nile ; but I am sorry to 
say that there has as yet been very little improve- 
ment in his health, and should he recover his 
strength, he will be under the necessity of re- 
moving at once to Europe." 
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This unfavourable account was shortly followed 

by a letter from the same quarter, announcing to 

Alon sieur Santoni the sad intelligence of the death 

of Mr. Salt :— 

" Alexandria, Nov. 4. 1827. 

I, " My dear Sir, 

" The few hasty lines I wrote to you on the 21st 
of October, will have in some measure prepared 
you for the melancholy tidings I now have to 
commuuicate to you of our worthy friend's death. 
After suffering considerable pain for several days, 
Mr. Salt expired on the morning of the 30th ult., 
when it was discovered that the hemorrhoids, from 
which he had been suffering for nearly two years, 
were only the symptom of a more formidable dis- 
ease of the spleen, which was found in a very ad- 
vanced stage of gangrene, without any external 
lindication of that organ being affected, except a 
\1ieiy few days before his death, when he coni- 
[plained, for the first time, of a pain in his left side. 
Jlia death, as you may imagine, has excited uni- 
.versal regret here, and has been felt as an indivi- 
.dual loss by the Pasha, and by all the Europeans. 
^ my family it has left a void which will, I fear, 
pever be replaced, as he was the only person in 
^gypt with whom we lived on terms of sincere and 
cordial friendship. 

" On examining his papers it was found that 
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his \^^had been made so fSeur back as Sqitember 
18S4, with several subsequent additions ; and da- 
ring his last illness he made several dispondoni^ 
which are noted in due form. I have not time to 
transmit yon a copy by this conveyance ; but it 
shall be forwarded by the next opportunity. In 
the mean time I may mention for your informa- 
tion, that the bulk of his property is left tit trud 
to Mr. Henry Arthur Broughton, solicitor^ in Lon- 
don, and to Mr. Samuel Briggs, for the use and 
benefit of his daughter, Geoigina, with directions 
to his said trustees to provide for Madame Pensa, 
and to leave the child under your management so 
long as she remains at L^hom. By a codicil 
to his Will, he authorises me to act during the 
absence of Mr. S. Briggs from Egjrpt, and latteriy 
he has requested Mr. Grerard Schutz to assist in 
the arrangement of his concerns in Egypt. What- 
ever moveable property is here shall be realised 
without delay ; but his two houses and gardens 
will, I apprehend, be difficult of sale, unless at a 
considerable loss; and one of them will not 
readily find a tenant at a reasonable rent, from 
having the reputation of being unhealthy durii^ 
the autumn and winter seasons. * ♦ * 

" Yours, &c. R. Thurburn." 

" Signor Santoni, Leghorn." 
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The three hut communications were inclosed in 
e letter from Monsieur P. Santoni to Mr. Richards, 
of which the following is a translation : — 

" Leghorn, Dec. 14, 1827. 

•* My dear Sih, 
" You will probably already have heard the me- 
lancholy intelligence which I communicate to you. 
Heaven has doomed us both to suffer a dreadful 
loss. You have been deprived of a friend, and I 
of an affectionate relative. Our much-loved and 
excellent Salt breathed his last on the 30th of 
October, at a village near^ Alexandria. Figure to 
yourself my consternation and my grief in having 
to make so sad a communication to his poor 
daughter Georgina, now an orphan. Great as 
were the marks I have received from the deceased 
of his sincere friendship for me, I assure you that 
I should now he more happy if I had never known 
him — I should not then suffer what I now suffer — 
no time will ever make me forget his loss. Good 
society has lost a most valuable member, a true 
example of moral excellence ; in leammg equal to 
the best informed, and ever ahve to the misfor- 
tunes of others. , Your Government also has sus- 
tained an equal loss. His habitual conduct in 
Egypt, and the esteem and veneration he enjoyed 
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from the Pasha downwards, suflSciently prove it. I 
transcribe below three letters received almost at 
the same time, one of them from Salt himself, 
written throughout with his own hand. Let us 
now comfort ourselves with the reflection that one 
so dear to us has gone to enjoy his reward in ano- 
ther world ; but in the mean while we have no 
longer the hope of embracing him here. Excuse 
the liberty I have taken, and accept the assurance 
of my sincere esteem and affection. 

" Yours, &c. PiETRo Santoni.'* 

^ To Bingham Richards, Esq London/' 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Mr. Coffin's account of the last illness and death of Mr. Salt. 
— Post-mortem examination^— The funeral. — ^Monument 
and epitaph. — Summary of Salt's character, and of the 
leading events of his life. 

The following account of the last illness and 
death of Mr. Salt was given me by Mr. Coffin. I 
wrote it down at the time from his own words, 
and I afterwards read it slowly over to him to 
avoid the possibility of any mistake. 

When he first arrived in Egypt he found Mr. 
Salt in a very declining state, though still capable, 
in some degree, of discharging the functions of his 
office. In this condition he continued till his last 
&tal attack, which so fearfully reduced him, that 
his immediate removal from Alexandria was con- 
sidered indispensable by his medical attendants, 
and he accordingly set out up the Nile, for the 
village of Dessuke, and took up his residence 
during a space of twenty-two days, at the house 
of the Aga of that place. He was accompanied by 
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Mr. Madden, Mr. Coffin, and others, who remained 
with him till the hour of his decease. 

For a short period after his arrival, some fiaint 
hope was entertained of his recovery ; but about 
five or six days previously to his death, a change 
for the worse took place, which left little doubt of 
the fatal result of his complaint. He daily became 
weaker, and every succeeding hour his disease ap- 
peared to assume a more alarming shape. He grew 
conscious himself of his approaching end, though 
the vital principle seemed still strong within him. 
During this period, he passed his time in calm con- 
versation on reUgious and other topics with Mr. 
Madden, Mr. Coffin, and some others, Mr. Madden 
frequently reading parts of the New Testament to 
him, a copy of which Mr. Coffin had fortunately 
brought with him, which he constantly carried 
about him in all his wanderings in Abyssinia, ever 
since Mrs. Rudland had presented it to him at 
Mocha, early in the year 1812. 

A few days before his death Mr. Salt became 
occasionally delirious, though still the power of 
li£e continued so strong within him that he some- 
times rallied in a manner which induced the hope 
of his ultimate re-establishment. This hope, how-' 
ever, was of short duration. He was attacked by 
a dreadful fit of delirium, more violent than any 
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that had preceded, and all expectation of his reco- 
very ^vas once more despaired of. The Greek ser- 
vant Yanni and an Arab servant, who had been 
set to watch Mr. Salt, had both fallen asleep, when 
he arose from his bed, and with almost superhuroan 
Strength, found his way into the next room, where 
Mr. Madden and Mr. Coffin were lying. He 
walked to the farther end of the apartment to a 
bench, on which the former was sleeping, and sit- 
ting himself down on the body of that gentleman, 
locked his fingers in his beard, shouting out at the 
same time, " Doctor ! doctor ! is this a time to 
sleep?" Mr. Madden, in great alarm, immediately 
awoke Mr. Coffin who was sleeping on a mattress 
on the floor, and who directly arose to assist in 
separating them, and to endeavour to persuade 
Mr. Salt to return to his chamber; but he still 
held fast by Mr. Madden's beard, calling out, 
•* Get the boat ready, and let us immediately be 
off, or throw me into the water." 

Afler much persuasion and struggling, he was 
at length separated from Mr. Madden, who lost 
part of his beard in the scuffle, and, the delirium 
subsiding, he was after some time induced to let 
himself be supported by Mr. Madden and Mr. 
C(^Q to the mattress, as no possible arguments 
could then prevail upon him to re-enter his bed- 
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room. In his way to the mattress, he caught sight 
of Mr. Coffin's snuff-box lying on a bench above^ 
seized it with avidity, and taking a large pinch of 
its contents, forced it with the greatest eagerness 
up his nostrils, and then sank almost lifeless on the 
mattress, where he lay for a long time before be 
came quite to himself. He was conducted sAet- 
wards to his bed-room and remained tranquil for a 
day or two, and, some favourable symptoms occur- 
ring, expectations were again entertained of his 
recovery ; Mr. Madden being completely puzzled 
at the change that had taken place, as only a short 
time before he had written to Alexandria to say 
that all hope was at an end. 

But these flattering prospects, unfortunately, 
were soon found to be visionary, though so much 
better did he appear, that Mr. Cbffin and others 
availed themselves of the opportunity of taking a 
walk for an hour or two to refresh themselves 
after the severe fatigue and watching they had so 
long undergone. Mr. Coffin was the first who re- 
turned, and was shocked to find the sad change 
that had taken place in the shoil interval of his 
absence. On reaching the bed-side of Mr. Salt, 
he found that a frightful discharge of blood had 
occurred, of the most alarming nature, which in- 
duced him to proceed instantly in search of Mr. 
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Madden to whom he related what had happened. 
On the arrival of that gentleman at the bed-side 
of his patient, he instantly exclaimed that '* All 
was over \*^ and though Mr. Salt continued to linger 
a day or two longer, he never afterwards showed 
the slightest favourable symptom. He died on the 
S9th, some accounts say the 80th of October 1827> 
in the forty-eighth year of his age. 

After the melancholy event had taken place, a 
shell was made by the carpenter of the deceased, 
who happened to be on the spot, into which the 
body, when it had been washed and properly laid 
out, was placed. It was then put on board a 
swift-sailing and oared boat, which had brought a 
ftiend of Mr. Salt's a few days before to see him, 
and sent down to Alexandria, accompanied by the 
late Consul's household servants ; Mr. Madden, 
Mr. Salt's friend, and Mr. Coffin and his son, fol- 
lowed with all possible despatch to Alexandria, in 
the large boat which had brought Mr. Salt, and 
arrived at that place on the evening of the day on 
which he died. The body was deposited in the 
hall of the Consular house, about half a mile from 
the city, where it lay for two or three days pre- 
viously to its interment, constantly watched by 
his servants. 

As the disease of which Mr. Salt died appeared 
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to have been of a doubtiiil character, it was judged 
best that Mr. Madden, and some foreign medical 
gentlemen, should open the body in order to ascer- 
tain the seat of the complaint ; and it was accord- 
ingly, on the following day, taken into an ad- 
joining room and opened, when it was found, as 
Mr. Madden had all along suspected, that the 
spleen was alone diseased, the rest of the body 
being in a remarkably perfect condition. When 
the operation was finished, Mr. Madden called Mr. 
Coffin into the apartment, and pointed out to him 
the part affected, which the latter informed me 
looked like a small dark spot with a channel open- 
ing into the intestines. 

The body was then again removed into the hall, 
where it remained till its interment. It was after- 
wards temporarily buried in the shell till farther 
arrangements could be made, in the late ConsuFs 
garden, and a procession came to attend the funeral, 
consisting of the different friends of the deceased, 
the European Consuls, and the oflScers and seamen 
of his majesty's ship Pylorus, &c. The body was 
borne to the grave by several Englishmen, and a 
salute was fired over it by the marines of the Py- 
lorus, after the funeral service had been read by 
the Rev. Mr. Christian Keugler, a missionary. 

From the first intelligence of Mr. Salt's death 
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to the period of his interment, the flags of all £u« 
ropean nations in Alexandria were hoisted in the 
city, and every possible mark of respect was shown 
to the memory of a man who during his life had 
been the object of so much general esteem and 
regard. — A monument was subsequently erected 
to his memory, on which the following inscription 
is engraven, written by his friend and cousin, the 
Rev. Thomas Butt, of whom mention has before 
been made in the course of this narration : 

*' Here sleep the mortal remains of 
Henry Salt, Esq 
A native of the City of Lichfield, 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul-General in 

Egypt. 

Twice he penetrated into Abyssinia, 

with the hope of restoring the long-broken intercourse 

between the Nations of Europe 

and that barbarised Christian Land. 

His ready genius explored and elucidated 

the Hieroglyphics and other Antiquities 

of this Country. 

His faithful and rapid pencil, 

And the nervous originality of his untutored verses, 

conveyed to the world vivid ideas 

of the scenes which delighted himself. 

In the midst of his important duties and useful pursuits, 

he was, in the forty-eighth year of his age, 

and after a short illness, summoned, as we trust, 

to his better and eternal home, on the 

twenty-ninth day of OcU^r, 

in the year of our Lord 1827. 
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His only child, Georgina Henrietta* 

has been permitted to appropriate this Garden 

to the interment of European Christians. 



Profane not this sacred ground, where the bodies of 
believers in Jesus rest in sure and certain hope 
of a blessed Resurrection.* 

Thus died, and nearly in the prime of his lifis^ 
Henry Salt, Esq., his Britannic Majesty's late 
Consul General in Egypt. From his earliest 
years he appears to have been endowed with 
strong natural talents, great penetration, and a 
breadth of capacity which gave the promise of 
future distinction. These qualities, in the com- 
mencement of his career, do not seem to have 
been improved or developed by a commensurate 
education ; his mind having been much left to 
its own irregular impulses. At this period of 
his life he devoured, rather than perused, every 
book that happened to fall within his reach, but 
without any methodical plan of study, and seemed 
to feel a disrelbh to the dry rudiments of learn- 
ing, which if not mastered, in a certain degree, 
before the dawn of manhood, are rarely to be 
attained in maturer age. To this general rule, 
however, he was fortunately an exception, as 
few men in after life evinced a greater share of 

* These last lines are sculptured in the Arabic tongue. 
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activity and perseverance when occasion called 
for exertion. The moment he felt the necessity 
of overcoming a difBculty, it mattered very little 
to him virhether the task were of an enticing or 
repulsive description ; it was sure of being ac- 
complished, and in spite of the natural volatility, 
perhaps indolence of his character, no temporary 
sacrifice appeared too great, no sttlQy too severe, 
that could enable him to attain the object of his 
pursuit. 

In this unusual and irregular manner he con- 
trived to improve himself in Latin, and almost 
entirely to acquire Greek ; made himself a com- 
petent master of French, Italian, Arabic, &c. 
and gained a considerable insight into several of 
the most useful of the arts and sciences. If he 
discovered a want of energy and investigation in 
any of his occupations, it was, unquestionably, in 
that of painting ; but this is probably to be at- 
tributed more to the dislike he had early taken 
to the practice of it as a profession than to any 
other cause. His imitative powers in the art 
were very considerable, especially in landscape, 
in which he displayed great taste, fidelity, and 
happy execution. Whatever may have been the 
merit of his poetical talents, they appear to be 
so justly appreciated in the elegant inscription 

VOL. II. u 
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engraven on his tomb^ as to stand in need of no 
farther comment 

It is now time to notice the leading events of 
his life and more prominent features of his dia* 
racter. At the time when Mr. Salt onginattj 
entered Abyssinia he was- about twenty-five yean 
of age, and, perhaps, for the first time in his lift^ 
found himself placed in a situation of great re- 
sponsibility, with little or no experience to guide 
his movements, and having nothing to rely upon 
except his native sagacity, coolness, and personal 
intrepidity ; possessing » only a very superficial 
knowledge of the country he was about to enterp 
and with still less acquaintance with the langoi^ 
customs, and manners of its various tribes of in- 
habitants. The description given of them by 
former travellers was not of a nature to inspire 
him with any great d^ree of confidence, and 
probably the most favourable result he cotiU 
anticipate was either a forcible detention in tbe 
country, or a safe expulsion firom it, without at« 
taining the objects of his mission. Such must, in 
all likelihood, have been his expectations in enter- 
ing on his journey ; yet, notwithstanding the 
obstacles he had to encounter (and they were by 
no means inconsiderable), he contrived to. pene- 
trate without accident to the court of the prin- 
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cipal ruler of the country, to secure his friend- 
ship and that of the leading chiefs, and after 
acquiring much information, and making some 
valuable historical discoveries, to return, after a 
few months' absence, to his anxious friends on 
the coast, bearing with him a letter of amity from 
the Rxis to the King of Great Britain. 

On his return to liis native country, he first 

made himself known as an author by the pub- 

Ucation of his Journal in Lord Valentia's Travels, 

which, in spite of the party spirit it called forth, 

secured him no trifling degree of approbation and 

distinction. His work, both at home and abroad, 

was regarded as one of credit and research, and, 

had he stood in need of a counterpoise to the 

attacks it was Iiis lot to sustain, he might have 

found one in the candid admission of a veiy able, 

though somewhat adverse writer,* who in com- 

irienting on the objections that have been urged 

against Bruce adds, " Good materials of judging 

upon the question have been furnished by Mr. 

- Salt, whose cool good sense and st7'ict veracity 

I make him form an admirable check to the rapid 

I imagination and Hourdcrie of his precursor." 

I Before his Journal was in the press, Mr. Salt 

L 



Mr. Hugh Murray, autlior of the "Historical Account 
of Africa," &c. vol. ii. page 92. 

u 2 
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was appointed by the British Government to a 
second mission to Abyssinia, and was obliged, 
with only a few days' interval, to embark imme* 
diately on board a vessel that had been prepared 
for his conveyance. On this expedition he was 
absent about two years, and though circum- 
stances, already mentioned, prevented him frmn 

• 

fulfilling his instructions to the letter, he never- 
theless, by his conduct altogether, gave complete 
satisfaction to the Ministry, and was handsomely 
remunerated for his services. Some time after 
his return he published an account of his second 
journey, in which he candidly corrects some errors 
into which he had been led, from the represas- 
tations of others, in his former woric. These are 
few in number, and are in themselves of no great 
importance ; but his free acknowledgment of them 
reflects credit on his character both as an author 
and a man. His style in writing is vivid, nervous, 
and highly descriptive, while the species of in- 
ternal evidence that pervades the whole of his 
narrative, at once interests the reader, and dis- 
poses him to place a full reliance on the fidelity 
of his statements. 

Not long subsequently to the publication of his 
second work, Mr. Salt was appointed Consul- 
Oeneral in Egypt, which opened to him a wider 
field than had hitherto been afforded him for 
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the display of his great talents and resources. 
The satisfactory inanner in which he discharged 
the (lolitical and other duties entrusted to his 
charge is fully evinced hy the strong terms of 
approhation in which Lord Castlereagh speaks of 
his services in granting hitn his first leave of 
absence. By his zeal in embracing cver^' oppor- 
tunity his situation afforded of discovering and of 
studying the buried antiquities of Kgypt, as well 
as by his liberal encouragement of every under- 
taking that promised to throw light on the re- 
mote history of that interesting country, he has 
not only enlarged the boundaries of human know- 
ledge, but has ac({uired for himself no despicable 
portion of reputation and renown. 

His strenuous and persevering exertions in the 
cause of literature and research, have reflected 
credit on his country, and have greatly tended to 
remove the impression entertained by foreigners, 
that our official agents abroad are apt to make 
their public station entirely " subservient to their 
private interest." The firmness and prudence of 
his character, his amiable disposition and general 
suavity of behaviour, gave him an unusual ascen- 
- dancy over the vigorous mind of the able ruler 
of Egypt, who rarely refused granting any favour 
required at his intercession. When taking Iiis 
rides in Caiio and the vicinity, the Pasha would 
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often stop his horse at the Consul's door, and pty 
him the distinguished compliment of entering with 
him into long and fiEuniliar conversation. Id fine^ 
by his judicious conduct, liberality, and hospitality, 
Mr. Salt obtained the affection and esteem of 
every one around him, and has left a reputation 
among the European residents and the natives of 
the country which will not speedily be fiirgotten. 

Mr. Salt was in stature about six feet hif^ 
well proportioned, and with somewhat of dignity 
in his manners and general deportment. His 
countenance was manly and open, and its habitoal 
expression remarkably pleasing and intelligent, 
though at times it could assume an aspect of 
great sternness and determination. It fiMrmed, 
indeed, the complete index to a mind which over- 
flowed with goodwill and charity to his fellow- 
creatures, and was equally distinguished by firm- 
ness and placability. His untimely loss will long 
be deplored by his relatives and friends, and, 
one among the latter at least survives, whose 
chequered passage through life is often cheered 
by the fond, but humble hope, that he may be 
permitted hereaft;er to rejoin him in a happier 
and more perfect state of existence. 



An Account of the Transactions between Henky 
Salt, Esq. and the Trustees of the British 
Museum respecting the purchase of his Collec- 
tion of Egyptian Antiquities. 

It has been mentioned before, in the Life of Mr. Salt, ttiat 
previously to his departure from England to assume the 
office of Consul-General id Egypt, it had been suggested to 
him by his patron and friend, the late Sir Joseph Banks, 
that he should take advantage of the facilities afforded him 
by the situation to which be had been recently appointed to 
collect E^ptian antiquities for our great national repository, 
the British Museum. This suggestion was so congenial to 
Mr. Salt's own feelings, and to the interest he always took 
in pursuits of this nature, that he readily embraced the pro- 
posal, and had scarcely landed in Egypt before he began to 
form plans for carrying it into execution, tliough, in the 
first instance, his endeavours were a good deal circum- 
scribed from a want of the necessary funds to defray the 
heavy expenses attendant on researches of this nature. 

When Mr. Salt left England, he possessed about4000^ The 
whole of this amount was, however, by no means available; 
while the expenses incurred by his journey through Europe, 
and in establishing himself in the Consulate, left him little 
to lay out upon extraneous matters. His salary also was 
nearly a twelvemonth in arrears, which was at no time more 
than bnrely enough to cover the necessary expenditure of 
his appointment; so that he found himself, on his arrival, in 
very embarrassed circumstances, and was compelled to bor- 
row very considerable sums to meet the heavy demands 
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upon him, which required immediate liquidation* Thus 
Rituated, it became impossible for him to incur any great 
expense in the pursuit of objects merely of a curioua and 
speculative description ; yet» even in these respectSy be cob> 
trivcd to accomplish more than could have been reasonably 
expected from one who possessed his very limited meant. 

No sooner had Mr. Salt settled himself in his new office^ 
than he sent an agent to Thebes to purchase antiquities so 
his account, afforded considerable pecuniary assistance tt 
Caviglia in his enterprise at the Sphinx and the Pyraroidsy 
and, at the joint expense of Burckhardt and himselfy em- 
ployed Belzoni to bring down the colossal head of Menuioa^ 
which they subsequently j9re«eislee/ to the British Museum. 
This princely gift, which probably, had it been disposed of 
to any of the great powers of Europe, would have secured 
to the owners many thousand pounds, literally remained 
without any official acknowledgment. 

" I wrote," says Mr. Salt in a letter to Lord Mountnoms, 
August 7th, 1818, << to Lord Castlereagh about the kead; 

I wrote to Mr. about it, and have never received 

thanks from the former, nor even a communication of its 
safe arrival from the latter." 

This neglect is the more remarkable, as it appears, from 
the following extract of a letter of Salt's to Mr. Hamilton, 
tliat the original project of removing the head was ^iproved 
of by Government : — 'M am delighted," he says, <* to find 
that our undertaking of the Memnon's head was approved : 
it is now lying safe under cover in Alexandria, and will, I 
trust, in a very short time be embarked on board the Mi- 
nerva transport." May 19th, 1817. — On looking over the 
lists of antiquities sent from time to time by Mr. Salt to 
England, I find that the above was by no means a solitary 
instance of his liberality, many valuable articles being mark* 
cd as presents to tlie British Museum. 
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While Mr. Salt was thus actively, though with straitened 
means, employed in fulfilling the views and wishes of Sir 
Joseph Bonks, and which had again been enforced by letter, 
an event happened which enabled him to enter more widel}' 
into the business of collecting than his circumetances had 
hitherto allowed him to attempt. In the May of 1817, 
by his fallier's death, he come into possession of about 
5OO0/., which at once relieved him from pecuniary em- 
burrastimciit, and gave him the command of a considerable 
sum. Thus situated, and the period being highly favourable 
for collecting, from the extensive discoveries that hod been 
recently made among the buried remains of ancient Egypt, 
Mr. Sail was induced without delay to hazard a large pro- 
portion of his pAtrimuny, and, taking advantage of the times, 
to secure for his country an unrivalleil collection of Egyptian 
antiquities, which otherwise must inevitably have fallen mto 
the hands of foreign nations, 

After the suggestions which had been given him from so 
high a quarter as that of Sir Joseph Banks, as well as from 
others, to collect for tlie Uritish Museum, he no doubt ex- 
]iectGd, from the great pecuniary risk he had run, that in 
event of his exertions proving successful, he might ulti- 
mately count upon receiving some reward for his services, 
and some addition to the small patrimony he had embarked 
1 the project. At any rate, he did not contemplate that 
e could be a loser from the undertaking, much less that he 
would be exposed to unsparing censure for his well-meant 
•ndeavours. He therefore entered earnestly on the specu- 
ation, and lost no opportunity of procuring die choicest 
specimens to enricb his collection ; so that, by the middle 
of tlie ensuing year, he had secured for his country a num- 
' of such valuable antitjuities as had rarely before been 
brought together by any otiier individual. 

[t was about this period that it was hinted to liiio, I 
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believe by the Earl of Mountnorris^ fehat Sir Jotej^ Banksy 
in spite of his former recommendatioi^ had changed his 
opinions on the subject, and had in some degree inflnenced 
the Trustees of the British Museum to decline reoriviog anj 
more Egyptian antiquities. But it was then too late far 
Mr. Salt to recede, even if he had felt so inclined ; for, be- 
sides his great liberality to Belzoni and Caviglia» he had 
expended considerable sums at great risk upon tlie plan he 
was the first to suggest and adopt, of </i^[0^and em ema ing 
on an extensive scale in Upper Egypt and Nubia in search 
of antiquities, particularly in the operations at Ipaamfaol, 
where the whole expense of opening the temple devolfed 
upon him ; so that he may fairly be termed the pioneer who 
led the way to most of the discoveries that have heea sob* 
sequently made. 

After having sacrificed so much to obtain a choice collec- 
tion, the greater part of which was still lying in Upper 
Egypt, Mr. Salt thought it advisable to write the fc^owing 
private letter to his friend Mr. Hamilton, requesting his ad- 
vice and assistance as to the best mode of disposing of the 
various articles which it had cost him so much trouUe 
and expense to acquire. 

«« Cairo> June lOdi, 1818. 

" My dear Sir, 

• • • << I am truly glad to hear, vid Malta, that the 
hecui has safely reached its destination, the Admiral having 
informed me that he has received an acknowledgement from 
the Foreign Office. Your idea of placing it in the court* 
yard is good, but has two objections— * the difficulty of 
preserving it from sun, frost, and rain, which will very aooo 
decompose the granite, as I have seen in many inatanoes, 
and the difficulty of placing it in a proper light, the whole 
effect of it entirely depending upon this latter circumstance. 

*' I am sorry to hear that the Trustees (for I am aware of 
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Sir Joieph Banks'g influence among them) do not wish for 
more Egyptian antiquities. I have gone to great expense 
in collecting, chiefly with a view to throw gome light on the 
sculpture of the Egyptians, and have fortunately diBcovered, 
by digging, about twenty specimena, not very bulky, that 
will prove their claim to great excellence in tile art, and 
which satisfactorily demonstrate that the Greeks borrowed 
the rudiments, if not more, from thie extraordinary people. 
DiodorUE indeed altesla that the Grecian sculptors began to 
measure for the first time the proportions of their statues, 
according to the Egyptian practice, in the time of Ainasis, 
which allows a century for the great progress subsequently 
made up (o the time of Pericles. 

" t have also obtained some very Cine specimens (unique, I 
believe) of their sculpture in wood, which they carried to a 
perfection unknown in any other country. I have two king's 
statues, as large as life, in wood, such as Herodotus testifies 
were placed in their tombs ; and also some cows, and other 
animals' heads and small figures, most exquisitely carved 
of the same material, which are of undoubted Egyptian pro- 
duction during their best period, being found in the Tombs 
of the Kings of Thebes. Besides these is the sarcophagus 
of alabaster, unrivalU-d in its delicate workmanship. 

"Now if the Government would take these (the latter for 
the British Museum, and the slattiesi'oi the Royal Academy) 
St a lair valuation. 1 shall be glad lo put them at their dis- 
position at Alexandria, it being a great object to avoid 
farther cost in the transport; and it would be easy for the 
Government to secure their saic passage, at scarcely any 
expense, by ordering one of the transports coming for corn 
here, to take tlicm on board. As to the raine, 1 would moat 
willingly leave tJiat to yourself, or any other persons the 
Government might appoint to be settled afler the arrival of 
the articles in England. The Contc De l-orbin, when here. 
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pressed me much to let him have a portion fbr the King of 
France, and I know that they would be disposed to paj a 
handsome price ; but I should be sorry to see such articles 
out of England. 

*' Be good enough to think of this matter, and to give me 
your friendly advice how to act ; and at all events, if 
Government are not disposed to take them, have the kind- 
ness to assist me in removing them to England, as I have 
already embarrassed myself much with the expenses in- 
curred. I send you a rough list from which you may form 
some slight idea of the value of the Collection ; all the minor 
articles, which are very numerous, not being included, thoi^h 
many of them are singularly curious as illustrating the aits 
of the country. Opposite the chief articles I have put a 
rough calculation of their supposed value ; but in this I am 
liable to be much mistaken^ as I do not at all know bow sodi 
antiquities might sell : indeed such as these have never been 
seen in Europe. 

** Pray excuse the liberty I take in troubling you on this 
occasion, but, as it affords the only prospect of a return some 
day or other to Europe, the matter is of course of deep in- 
terest to me. By my father's death I have ufiherited five 
thousand pounds, half of this is already disposed of in form- 
ing my Collection ; if, therefore, I could repay myself and 
add something to the sum, it might afford a reasonable pro- 
spect, afler six or seven years, of enabling me to retire from 
office ; otherwise, I must be for ever condemned to remain 
here, which you will allow is no very desirable lot, since 
saving out of my salary is totally out of the question, so long 
as a due regard is paid to keeping up the respectability of 
the Consulate. 

Believe me, my dear sir, 

" Your's most faithfully, H. S." 
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" P. S. Many of the articles noted in the list are Htill at 
Thebes ; but I hope to have them at Alexandria by October, 
before which your answer may arrive." 

" To WilliBm Mnmiltni), EiH|." 



Tlie almve letter, and the list of articles and their prices 
which accompanied it, nere incautiously, thougli perhaps 
naturally enough, submitted by Mr. Hamilton to Sir Joseph 
Banks and others among Mr. Salt's friends, and they unfor- 
tunately produced an outcry against the Consul, which no 
human foresight on his part could have anticipated. 

Sir Joseph Banks, who had been the cliief adviser of Mr. 
Salt as to forming a Collection, now became the loudest in 
his condemnation ; and from the great weight he possessed 
with many influential persons, excited for a time no small 
degree of prejudice against his former protege. Tlie great 
cause of offence appear;) to have arisen from the list of 
prices, forwarded by Salt with his letters, and which Sir 
Joseph erroneously considered not as a prira/e, but as a 
public document ; and not being very conversant in matters 
of art, and having no notion either of the great merit of 
Egyptian sculpture or of its ira/ue, he appears, without wait- 
ing for explanation, to have formed a very rash judgment 
upon the whole affair, and to have acted with equal precipi- 
tancy. But he was then growing old, and his temper, which 
was at no time distinguished by suavity, had liecome soured 
by infirmity. He has been well characterised as a " Man of 
a icon; and ^blow" and, in the instance in question, the 
blow seems to have taken precedence. 

In the mean while, the unfortunate list passed from hand 
to hand, and poor Salt was accused unheard of being a 
dealer, a Jew, a xecoitd Lard Elgin.'' Some persons even 

" TLis nobleiuMi lind the hononr of bringiug inio England, ud pn>- 
tnlily of reicuing froin the deilnictive mvajj™ of bwbBriani. one itf (!ia 
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hinted that the lots of his Com ulship migiit be the ootate- 
quence, though it would probably have been cBfficult to aboir 
how such a result could have been justified, when the only 
sin with which he was charged amounted to nothing more 
than his having stated privately some very vague calculadon 
as to what he had good reason to suppose nought be the 
value of his Collection. No part of his salary had been 
expended in the undertaking. The money thus employed 
was strictly his own, and he had still the loss of intereat to 
encounter, and the risk of removing many artidea of the 
most fragile description from Thebes to Alexandria» and 
thence, perhaps, to England. Hitherto he had realized 
nothing, and even in the event of his offer to Government 
being accepted, he must have well known, as sudi bargains 
are commonly managed, the probability of his being kept 
out of the money he had disbursed, for a consideraMe 
period. 

All these matters were, however, overlooked at the time, 



finest oollectioiu of Oredan sculpture, and of the purest arm, wldcliaBy 
European nation can boast ; damaged, it is true, by the liaxid of tiiod 
and the frantic rage of Mahomedan superstition ; but still retaining 
beauties and perfections enough to excite the enry, though periiapa net 
the emulation, of succeeding generations : and what reward did kit 
Lordship reap from his exertions? The antiquities, for years, wm 
depreciated, their genuineness was doubted, and he himself was ttiip* 
matized as a sacrilegious despoiler of the sacred territory of Oreeos I 
It is to be lamented that, in those days, some indliddnals, firom te 
nature of whose avocations a better judgment might have been expected, 
joined in the tasteless outcry, and e^en went so far as to designate fim 
collection, ^^a parcel of old rubbish for which ten thoaaaad poondi 
would be an exorbiiani price,** The fortunaU arrival, howenr, «f 
the MarquiM Camma in England, somewhat tardily wrought a mirsde 
in favour of these neglected remains. What ought to have been done 
in the first instance, was at length adopted : the eridence of competsnt 
judges was resorted to, and the antiquities were finally porchased by a 
Igrant from parliament of thirty-five thousand pounds, about one half 
of the sum which it had altogether cost his Lordship in assembliag the 
collection.— £. 



and Sfr Joseph Danks addressBd a cool and rather sarcastic 
letter to Mr. Salt, from which the following are extracts. 



" Dkar Sir, 
" Though in truth we are 
Memnon, and consider it i 
sculpture: yet we have n 
works of Fine Art. It 



" Soho Square, Feb. 14, IfllO. 



ire much satisfied with the 
1 r/irf-frirrttrre of Egyptian 
t placed that statue among the 
tands in the Egyptian Hooms. 
Whether any fltatue tliat haa been found in Egypt can be 
brought into conipetition with the grand works of the Town- 
ley (iailery remains to be proved ; unless however they really 
are so, the prices you have set upon your acquisitions are 
very unlikely to be realized in Europe.* 

* We aro loo apt in England to creel an indiviiliutl, wlio bai railed 
hiimelf to diEitinction by any particular brancb of knowledge, intn a ou- 
pmne judge of every other purroit, and perhaps we need not go fu^her 
ihan the in«lance before us, for a proof of the tnilh of the olnerration. 

The Ute Sir JoKph Banks wa* a man of good general olnlitiei, hia 
knowledge of tbe norld wu eileusive, and he was lomewhat disiin- 
guiihed ai s uientiHc charkf ter and naturaJ hiitoriaa. Theie qualiEiea, 
united to ■ gplendid rortiino. eminently fitted liim for tlie high and 
difficult lituition which he ■□ long filled with great credit to himself, 
and Miential benefit to the commDnily ; but hii knowledge in the Fine 
Am wa* exreedingiy limited ; and \-cC un these iiibjecta, at well u on 
iboae he really did undenMnd, hii aulhoHty wams to have lieen re- 
garded aa paramount. 

It i* far from my intention, on thi> oonaion, to diicius the aeparate 
merita of the Egyptian ntatues, or those of tha Townley Collection ; both 
are pcobaUy eirellent in their kind ; biit the idea of placing them in 
ooatpMltim ia fully aa abnird aa it wntild he to draw a oomparison ba> 
iwean a cabinet picmre by CarregRio, and the Last JuOgaatnt by 
Michael Angelo. Works of to oppmite a charaoler ouRht certainly itrrtT 
to lie placed In company with each others but it by no means folhnn 
that diey may not both contain perfections well worthy of study and 
imitation. 

1 luire been infonned It is tbe opinion of the Gnl English Sculptor of 
the present day, that many of the Bgvptian statiiea and Inuho-rclicvaa 
evidenlJy Mialain tome of the elemvnu on which the style • 









unj^ly corroborated by a 
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'< I cannot help being sorry that you have abandoned joar 
original intention of placing yourself m ike iands aftkepmbHt. 
1 dare not, however, offer you any advice on the ouUter, at 
though I differ entirely from you in estimating the gaia yaa 
are likely to make by the sale of what you have procarad, an 
Europe^ you may have prospects which are utterly unkneim 
to me. • • « I have written very freelj on what I 
consider as a very great miscalculation of youra ; but I bsg 
you to be assured, that no miscalculation can alter the good 
opinion I have always entertained of you, or change the sii^ 
cere regard with which I sign mjrself, 

<< Your faithful servant and sincere weH-wiaher, 

Joseph Banks.** 

«« Henry Salt, Esq.*' 

The above was enclosed in a letter from Mr. Hamilton, 
from which the annexed is an extract. 

careful consideration of the magnificent fragment of the ttatoe ef Msbh- 
non, alluded to by Sir Joseph Banks hi the above letter, mi whiih is 
indeed alone sufficient to prove the great progress made by the Bgjfptim 
sculptors in the remotest asras. It was their lot to discover, and to rednoe 
to practice, many of those leading and permanent principlea, governing 
the arts of design, which it became the brilliant des^ny of a more ardent, 
unshackled, and intellectual people to refine, regulate, and finaUy carry 
to the utmost known limits of human perfection ; much beyond this, 
perhaps, our admiration of the Egyptian artists ought not to eztend. 
Their works, it must be conceded, contain many imperfectiona, but they 
are precisely such as might be expected from men whose minds, tboogb 
expanded far above the age in which they lived, were neverthdesi 
cramped and fettered by the conventional forms of a mystieil wsaA mtpm* 
stitious religion. 

Without having a chance even of amending the defects of their ttyfe, 
by the study of more perfect specimens of the human race than their 
own country afforded, and with which they were alone oonversant, the 
wonder is that, under such disadvantageous drcumstanoes, they shooli 
have been enabled to form a style of art, and to produce monomeBts ef 
genius which, from the nuignificence of their conception, and the boUU 
ness of their execution, have excited the admiration and the awe of suc- 
ceeding and far more cultivated ages — E. 
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" Fnrei([n OfliM, Feb. 16, 1810. 

" Tlie enclosed troni Sir Joseph Banks will explain to you, 
more fully than I need t:nter upon the subjecl, the views 
entertained at the Museum respecting your proposals for 
their taking lead in the farther progress of your antiquarian 
speculatioQg. I can only unite with Sir Joseph in recommend- 
ing to you not to dip too deep in search of the hidden trea- 
sures of Egyptian sculpture, for in theEe economical times, 
John Hull may be easily induced U> withhold his purse -fitringx, 
even at the risk of losing the unique monuments which you 
have discovered. (Signed) " W. Hamilton." 

" To Hoary Salt, Esq." 

With these letters Mr. Salt also appears to have received 
B very strong one from the Earl of Mountnorris on the same 
subject. I have neither the original letter, nor sny extracts 
Prom it, but the nature of its contents may be generally 
gathered from tht; Consul's reply ; which, together with 
several other answers, he immediately forwarded to Eng- 
land. They are as follows ; — 

raOM HENRY SALT, BSq. TO THE RIGHT HONOUaABLE 
SIR JOSEPH BANKS. 

-D.A11S.,, •.Ci^M.jMH.im. 

" I yesterday received your letter of the 24th February, 
to which I hasten to reply. I feel most exceedingly hurt 
wid distressed at my meaning, expressed in a letter to Mr, 
Hamilton, having been so completely misunderstood. It 
was undoubtedly my own fault (as I have more fully ex- 
pressed in a letter on this subject to the Earl of Mount- 
norris. which 1 have requested him to lay before you) in 
enclosing, at the same time that I asked his advice about 
offering my Collection to Government at lAfir oicn ratualinn, 

■ a foolish list of my private estimation of the value of the 

I VOL. II. X 
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differeDt artadesy wliicli list, haverer, I bj no 

to let iq> at a ftandard fiir die Garenmient to go bj. 

** To present, howewer^ an j future "'■•"^^itrr'^iytig;^ I 
takedielibertjofoienDg, throogli joii,iDj«aftofe CoilcctiOB 
to the Brituh Mmeiuii (except a £ew articles hrtietidcd fir 
the Eaii of Moantnoms) without any conditioo wiuitefcry 
and shall fed a great pride hereafter in rendering H earn- 
plete. The expenses incurred in fionnii^ this ColleclioB 
have been considerable, and have somewhat aerioodj in> 
trenched on my small (Mivate p rop erty ; which, should the 
Trustees be pleased to reimburse me, in whole or in part» I 
shall receive as an obligation, or otherwise shall rest perfectly 
satisfied in the idea that my services in this reqpect may 
not be ultimately overlooked by the Grovemm^it. I hope 
you wiU have the goodness to make this pn^iosal known to 
the Trustees, and with your usual kindness to explain away 
any disadvantageous impression as to my intentions widi 
regard to this Collection which may have gone abroad. 

*< It is necessary for me to mention^ that with respect to 
one article, the sarcophagus, I was compelled to satisfy Mr. 
Belzoni, who had estimated its value at something pre- 
posterous, to make a clause in our final agreement^ to the 
effect that ** it should be offered to the British Museum 
within three years at a fair valuation, and that whatever 
sum n\ight be given above two thousand pounds he should 
be entitled to one half of such surplus." This claim renders 
it necessary that a valuation should be made of this artidfl^ 
by any persons the Tnistees may appoint, for the sake of 
getting rid of this claim. As far as I am myself concerned^ 
I wish the sarcophagus to be considered as being, with the 
rest of the Collection, at your disposition. 

(Signed) " H. Salt," 

«< To Sir Joieph Banks, Bart. &c.*' 

* The agreement here alluded to U given in the Life.— En. 
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" My DEAn Sir, " '^"~' '""^ ^'''' '"'^■ 

" Lord MountnorrU having informed me of his conversa- 
tion with you respecting the offer which I made to the 
Government, and which I am sorry to learn has been so un- 
fortunately misconstrued, I have thought it right to forward 
immediately an explanation to him on the suhject, which 1 
have requested him to do me the favour to lay before you. 
Perhaps, in addition to what I have there stated, you will 
have the goodness to permit me to make a few remarks. 

"When I was first honoured with this situation, I always 
understood (as perhaps you may recollect my mentioning) 
that Colonel Misset had retired with a pension granted to 
him as Consul -General, and f certainly looked forward to 
the prospect tliat, after a course of sufficiently long and 
fitithfui services, I might be enabled in the same way to 
return once again to Europe. This hope, however, was 
taken from me by a communication made to me about a 
year and a half ago by my agent at the Foreign Office, that 
Colonel Misset had not received his pension as Consul- 
General but as Resident, and that, therefore, I must not 
buHd on any such expectation : the very mention of which, 
without any allusion to the subject on my part, proving that 
my original view of it was known ot the Foreign Office. To 
this I could not. as such were the established usages, make 

tiny reply, though 1 must confess it has since given me 
many painful momenta, especially when ray health has been 
■eriously affected, which has twice occurred since my resi- 
dence here,— once on the arrival of Lord Belmore, and this 
year during my journey with Mr. Bankes, — as it made me 
doubly sensible of the privations 1 am likely to be con- 
■ dcmncd to for life. 






308 TRANSACTIONS RESPBCnilG 

** I had already ascertained that there was no ^lanoe of 
saving anjrthing out of my Consular salary, compatlUj with 
what I conceive to be a duty — the keeping up such an esta- 
blishment as may secure the respectability of my atatm^ 
and afford the necessary accommodations to tmvdlers ef 
condition. The small fortune, therefore, left me by my fiitfaeri 
amounting to about five thousand pounds, became my ooly 
resource in case of necessity. It was, it is true, embarfced 
in researches of a very expensive nature, but they had ia 
some degree been crowned with success. I confess, there* 
fore, that I felt I was not doing anything very wrong, esf^ 
cially afler what I had given to the Museum, and ^be 6abl^ 
siderable sums spent here in objects of mere publio inteMtt, 
in consulting Mr. Hamilton (for such you will find to hteit 
been the tenor of my letter) about offering my CoUectiwi I0 
Government ' at a fair valuation, that value to be detemllaei 
by Mr. Hamilton and any other persons the Government 
might appoint.' 

'* Unfortunately for me, as it has proved, I enclosed at the 
same time a list (a foolish list, I believe I may caU h, te 
my ideas, since the enthusiastic fit is over, are much changed 
about Egyptian antiquities) containing my private estimatimi 
of the chief articles I had collected ; yet not, by any meanly 
setting it up as a standard for the Government to be guided 
by, but, on the contrary, prefacing it with an acknowledg- 
ment of my being likely to be much mistaken, from my not 
knowing at all the value of such articles in England* It 
must also be observed in my excuse, that in Egypt the 
mania was at that time so strong that I had been offered by 
Monsieur Drovetti (through Mr. Bankes) ten thousand doXkn 
for the sarcophagus — any price I pleased for a small and 
entire statue, for the King of France, by the Count de 
Forbin— prices not likely to be given in England — all which 
I rejected, as determinuig not to place myself in the ligiit of 
a dealer. 
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■' My conduct and motives being now fuUy before you, I 
liope you will allow, my dear sir, Ihut there has been nothing 
very culpable in what I have done. To obviate, however, 
any farther possible misapprehensioa of my intentions, I 
have now thought it right to adclroBs a letter to Sir Joseph 
Banks, olFeriog at once, without any condition, the whole of 
my Collection to the British Museum; stating at the same 
time thtt, ' should tliey be pleased to reimburse my ex- 
penses in whole or in part, 1 shall receive it as an obliga- 
tioD, or otherwise shall rest satisfied in the idea that my 
services b this respect may not be ultimately overlooked by 
Governtnent.' To this step I have not only been led by n>y 
own inclination to serve the public, which has overbalanced 
all selfish considerations in my mind, but from a desire to 
comply with your wishes, so obligingly expressed through 
Lord Mountnorris, formed, 1 am sure, upon what you con- 
ceive to be my best interests, as also to retain the friendship 
of Sir Joseph Bunks ; and permit me to say that 1 rejoice 
in the opportunity it aflbrds me of evincing ray unalterable 
G^itimeots of deference and esteem. 

'* Mr. Belzoni, who has been a long time out of ray employ 
sad engaged in a work undertaken on his own account, wrote 
some time back to Sir Joseph Banks, proposing his services 
to the British Museum ;■ with this 1 had had nothing to do 

■ This BllDdea to a request of Sir Jowpb Banki, vliloh Mr. Sail Uiui 
notices in ■ letter to him, dated ThelHM, Itilli uf November ISIH.— 
" Siara tli« receipt uf four (^Sir JoKpIi'n) Inter. 1 bave hnd an oppor. 
tunlly or ihowing that part uf the cfinlenu, which refers lo your Idea 
of oollectitig for the British Museum, to BclioHi, who feels v«T grateful 
tor ihla notice of him, and has bmc^ed me to remit for him a letter oom> 
iHff'"g hia propoula (o tlie Truiliwi uf tlie BHtitb AIiu 



wiua 
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"Tbebea, UtbNov. 18IS. 
f Sir .Imepli Banlu [hat 1 thould 
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farther than forwarding his offer, which I thou^t it rigkt to 
do, as Sir Joseph Banks had in some degree itmHed hk 
services — though Mr. Bankes, as well as nysd^ eooceived 
they would not be accepted. I hope joii will have the good- 
ness to forgive my thus troubling you, and bdfieve me to be^ 
dear sir, with the greatest respect and gratitude, 

** Your obliged and humble servant, H. S." 

*< P. S. I have mentioned to Mr. Hamilton in a ls0e letter, 
the circumstance of Mr. Bankes and myself having dis- 
covered, on the feet of one of the Colossi at Ipsambol, an 
inscription in Greek, written in the time of Psannaatichas, 
(Ya/i/iarixoc,) for so the name is there spelt, and it is -a 
curious confirmation of that not being a wrong spelling Aat 
the name in Herodotus is written throughout one chapter 
with a ly, or Ya^fiip-ixoc, which by a dialect might be easilj 
changed to a. The inscription itself or rather its contenti;, 
are not very interesting, but, as proving the antiquity of the 
Temple, which is the finest in Nubia, singularly so ; as well 

employ mytelf in excarating and collecting antiquity in Egypt, I take 
this method of acquainting you that I should feel myielf highly honoored 
in engaging with the said Trustees for the period of two yean, pro- 
mising that I would endeavour, to the best of my knowledge, to employ 
the i^re time in the most minute researches. Haviug made a calcula- 
tion of the expenses necessary for such an undertaking, on a scale tfqnal 
to that of ,* who have lately been very successful, I find that on 

the mofl econ&micai system they would amoimt to the sum of 1 500^ per aa- 
num ; including the necessary presents to Beys, Kacheefs, and Kaimakans 
up the country ; leaving it to the Trustees to decide on whatever recom- 
penses they may think proper for my own exertions on these occasions, 
and requesting, if my services should be accepted, they will be i^eaied to 
specify in their answer what sum they decide upon for this pmpoae, to 
prevent any farther delay. I uke the liberty to beg you will acquaint 
Sir Joseph Banks with my proposal at the earliest opportunity. I have 
the honour to be 

^ Your most humble and devoted servant, O. Bsi.zoxi.'* 
(Copy)— En. 

* Probably Salt and Mr. William Bankes are here alluded tOw 
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as in contirniing Herodotus's account of the iniraduction of 
Greek troops into tlie country at this particular period, and 
its according so well with the singular history of the se- 
cession of the Egyptian army, and the journey into Nubia of 
the King in pursuit of them. I Ehould feel great pleasure 
in sending you a copy of it, but as a joint discovery of 
Mr. Bankca and myself. I have thought it a compUnient due 
to him not to let a copy get abroad, at least until his return, 
but you may be assured that I will send to you the first I 
forward «o England. On the same leg were many names 
of Ptolemy's elephant and bird-hunters. 1 suppose ostriches 
are meant by this. To this long postscript I again subscribe 
myself, " Yours, &c. H. S." 

« To the Right Hon. Clurlei Vorke, M.P. Ac" 



EXTRACT OF I 



ROM HBNRY SALT, ESQ. 
' HODMTNORRIB. 



" Mv 1..AE Lo«», " ""■ "■' »•"■■ "">■ 

" If tlie matter treated of in your last were not, as 
you say, a serious concern, I should be much inclined to 
smile at the construction which has been put upon my 
unfortunate letter and list, and which it seems has gone 
nigh to stamp me witli the character of a Jew. As you, 
however, seem to think the business of real importance, I 
will endeavour to throw a little light on the affair. 

" In the first place, then, I enclose a copy of my letter to 
Mr. Hamilton, which I Ikappen luckily to have kept by me, 
and which, I think, in itself you will allow is enough to 
put down all the very heavy imputations that have been 
heaped upon me. It is &private letter, as you will observe, 
to a friend, consulting hiin as to the best means of acting, 
at a time when 1 imdertitood from him that the Museum was 
not likely to be desirous of more Egyptian antiquities, and 
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doings in fact, the very thing you now recommepd» ' oiBmnag 
my Collection at a fair valuation to Govemoienty aad.that 
valuation to be left to Mr. Hamilton and to any other per* 
tons the Government might appoint.' But it seems it «ai| 
the inventory which gave so much offence; tmljr it is a 
foolish document^ written in one of those weak moraenCa 
when we all make the most of what we possess ; bctt vpfaidi, 
I declare, was never intended as any standard for the G<h 
vernmenty or Museum, to be guided by, as my expffessiop 
' how much I might be mistaken t» ikig roMffh ^nthtitn 
must evince ; and the paragraph, also, quoted by jott -froqi: 
my letter to you, left open to Mr. Hamilton's perupaj^ ^ 
Ae rest I thinh^ if the idea be approved qfi qf f^eri$ig ai 
own price to the British Mtiseunh' tends pretty d^ar^ t% 
confirm what were my views on the subject, as will also -all 
my subsequent letters to Mr. Hamilton, in which it wil} he 
seen that my principal, and, I may sty, my only oljec^ u 
far as my pecuniary interests were concerned, hat beeiij».. 
get my expenses covered, with such interest fi>r my meiiegr - 
as would have accrued to me had I not entered into tke 
speculation, which money, it is to be observed, has not conie 
out of my Consular income, of which every farthing has 
been spent in public service,' but out dimy priwMfimdM* 

** Besides, it must be remembered that this does not take 
into calculation the risk I have run, and still run, with 
respect to this Collection, as the prospect of finding any 
thing, when I entered so deeply into expense, was very 
uncertain and might have proved altogether fallacious, and 
a mere tumult of the soldiers here might, even now, occa^ 
sion the destruction of the greater part of what I have got 
together without the least chance of my being repaid ibr 
the same. 

** Laying aside, however, all such considerations, and to 
set the matter at rest, I now write to Sir Joseph Banks, 
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offering without condition, or stipulation of any kind, the 
whole Collection to the Museum, excepting always the 
articles meant for you. If liiey pay iny expenses I eliall 
feel obliged, and if not, I con unly look forward to the 
hope tliat the public may not ultimately overlook my good 
services to the state. 

" As far B» regards Sir Joseph Banks, Mr. Yorke, Mr. 
Hamilton, and yourself, I am truly sorry that any inadvert- 
ent, or misonderstood expressions, should have been writ- 
ten to lessen roe, for a moment, in your good opinions, as 1 
can truly state there is no jierson more grateful, nor more 
ready to attend lo every wish you may do me the favour to 
express, than myself. As to the mass of the world, I am 
pretty much of a philosopher, and, so long as 1 have 
nothing to reproach myself with, do not very much regard 
its opinion. 

" Before I conclude I must observe, that in giving you to 
understand that my letter to Mr. Hamilton has been mis- 
construed, I do not in the slightest degree mean to attri- 
bute it to that gentleman ;* but to the circumstance of my 

* The aitove in writlen with great good feeling, u it vu the ihowing 
of ihs lilt to Sir Jinpph Buukn, id the firal inetano.', ihnt uni|ue>lioD- 
■bly wu the MlFfuiiir cause of oil that followed: but if Mr. MmilHiii 
wu far a momeiil off hii guard, il will be seen, by the folluving unce to 
Lord MouutnorriB, that be bad candour ennugh to admit bit oversight. 
" Southampton, Sept. 3Dih, tSI9. 

■>DZ«K HotfNTNOBBIS, 
'* I lead you the enclosed from Salt, and mint wiUiD|!;ly take iipna 
myidf any ihare of the blame arising fmm the incauciuus maimer of 
cxnnmiiDicsting liii f»nner nnlicei reipeciing hit CoUerlion cif aiiti>|ues. 
I ought certainly to lisve suppressed the ntalague, ai II wu priced, 
but •• it wai referred to in the body nf tlia letter, I let it poM without 
diacrinuiiatioii. • ■ • However, Sail's explaoation ii very lalii- 
factory, and I bare no doubt, when wo meet in lawn, we may do smne- 
thiag for him. Voun, &c. Williau Uamiltox." 

After all. if the whole circumit 
Mry nuetuath share of blame o 
of the Uit, or lo ila publisher,— E 



nee be considered, it appesn that nu 
iild fairli) Hitacb either lo the writer 
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sending with it the ChrUHe-^ori pflM^ w you terai i^ wiAoDt 
sufficient explanation. As to Mr. Hamiltcm^ I am moit 
grateful to him for his many acts of kindness, and ied aato- 
fied that I have not a better friend in the world. This 
explanation will, I hope, satisfy you on the subject in 
question, and convince you that I merit, as before, to sign 
myself, Your sincere friend, H. SL" 

P. S. Have the goodness to make the contents known to 
Sir Joseph Banks and Mr. Yorke. I leave the letter under 
a flying seal for Mr. Hamilton's inspection, and that he may 
correct the copy enclosed of my letter to him^ if there should 
be any variation in the one / sent. H. S." 

^ To the Earl of Mountnorris.'* 

extract of a letter from henry salt, esq. 
to william hamilton, esq. 

« My dear Sib, " *^' ^^^ **»»• »»"^ 

^< I have just received your note and that of Sir Joseph, 
as well as a long letter from Lord Mountnorris, giving me a 
more complete detail of circumstances relative to the feel- 
ings excited by my offer of the Collection. I really cannot 
help thinking that the cry against me is rather beyond what 
I deserve, as well as premature. My letter to you, if you 
will have the goodness to refer to it, you will find to be that 
of a person consulting with a friend, rather than containing 
a regular proposal ; and even, as far as the proposal goes, 
offering the Collection ' at a fair valuation, the value to be 
fixed by you, and any other persons the Government might 
appoint.' Surely there could be no great harm' in this? 
Unfortunately, however, it seems to have been coupled 
naturally enough, though I own I had not foreseen the cir- 
cumstance, with the rough inventory I sent you, giving an 
idea of my private estimation of the several articles: a 
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foolisli document, as I have conressed in my answer lo 
Lord Mountnorris, and one that 1 certainly did not think 
of publishing. Thus I am thought to have become a dealer, 
B Jew, and I know not how mauy other shocking appella- 
tions. I am truly glad, however, to find that you have not, 
h) Goniequenoe, cast me off as unworthy of your farther 

" To obviate, however, any farther misapprehension of 
my motives, 1 have Uiought it right to write the c:nclosed 
letter to Sir Joseph, offering officially my whole Collection 
to the Museum, without any condition, or stipulation ; for 
rather than forfeit Sir Joseph's, Mr. Yorkc's, or your good 
opinion, 1 would gladly give up ail the antiijuities in the 
universe. I shall certainly be glad to have my expettses 
paid, for the reagang I have before mentioned to you, but 
even if this should be thought too much by the Museum, I 
shall rest thoroughly satisfied in the thought that Govern- 
ment may some day or other remember my services, and 
enable me, by some future arrangement, to spend my latter 
days in Europe. H. S." 



A short time previous to the date of the above letter, and 
while he was in i/ptorniice of the manner in which his offer 
to Government had been receivtjd, Mr. Salt addressed an- 



irom which 1 subjoin, 
pcnse he had been at 
the value that must 
Egypt conversant in 



other letter to Mr. Hamilton, e 
as they will serve to show the great e 
in forming his Collection, as well as 
have been put upon it by persons i: 
such matters. 

'^ Curo, Ms7 4tli, 1SI9. 
" For the present I have ceased collecting, as I found the 
expense too heavy. What 1 have collecled I shall forward 
home for the Museum, and shall be content to receive what- 
ever may be deemed a moderate recompense. I have no 
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doubt» that in our fit of enthusiasm we hare gresliy eaag' 
gerated the value of these remains, but still they are sad 
as will do honour to any Collection. I should hope theie- 
fore to replace the money I have advanced, which, with 
interest, will amount to something more than three dunisand 
pounds. In addition to the articles I mentioned in a letter 
to you, I have a fine statue, got out of the ruins of the true 
Memnonium, about nine feet high, in the same position and 
with the same hieroglyphics (as far as what Dr. Young calls 
the name) as the great statue with the Greek inscriptions. 
You will be aware that my expenses will be much angoBented 
by sending home the several articles, some of which are bulky, 
that I have collected, fireight and insurance being heacvy ; I 
should be therefore glad if you could help me in getting as 
order from the Admiralty to the Admiral at Malta to asiriit; 
fior though I know him very well, yet it would be pleaaantwy 
both to him and to myself, to have it done by an order firoM 
home. He would only have to authorize the tran^iorts 
coming here to receive them as articles intended for the 
British Museum. I feel assured you will have the goodness 
to get this done for me. 

^< If the Museum would give me 4000/. and take the risk 
on themselves, I would gladly send them all I have. In re- 
mains of sculpture in woody in mummies of animals and birds, 
in vases, as well as papyri, independent of the statues and 
firagments of statues, I will venture to say it is the best Col- 
lection ever made, except that of Monsieur DrovettTs, and 
he would not part with his for ten thousand pounds. H. &" 
« To WiUiam Hamilton, Em}.*' 

These explanatory letters on the part of Mr. Salt a|q>ear 
to have dissipated the unpleasant feelings which had been 
previously excited, and to have afforded great satisfaction 
to all his friends, — ^perhaps with the exception of Sir Joaepb 
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Banks, who, though lie Bdmits, in the following note to Mr. 
¥orke> that Salt had succeeded in removing from his mind 
every unfavourable imprcBsion, yet still harps up«n the 
original grievance of the priced list being forwarded to 
Mr. Hamilton. < "i 

SIR J. BANKS TO THE RIGHT IION. CHARLES YORKft ,i| 

"Soho Square, Nov. 1«, 181D. 

..|i.« My dsar Sir, 

- "^ At the request of Lord Mountnorris, whose letter I en- 
doie, and of Mr. Salt, I send for your pcruaal a letter from 
that gentleman, and the long one from him to Mr. Hamilton. 
Mr. Salt wishes to discharge from your mind, aa well aa 
from mine and others of his friends, the opinions we eater* 
t&ined on perusing his schedule of valuation of his Egyptian 
CoHection. He has certainly removed it, winch is a good 
■nefliure on his part ; but he docs not appear to me to esta- 
blish on any good ground his reasons for having origioallj 
sent it. 

" I have the honour to be, &c Jobkfu Banks." 

PKOH THE RIGHT HON. CHARLES YORKE. 
(Id reply ta the preceding.) 

''' BooingtoD*, Nov. Stti, 1810. 
" Dear Sir Joseph Banks, 
" I had the honour of receiving your note with the enclo- 
sures from Lord Mountnorris and Mr. Salt, (herewith 
returned,) and am obliged to you for the communication. 
I had previously, some weeks ago, received a letter from Salt 
himself to the same purpose, and which certainly appeared 
to me to be satisfactory in reference to the subject alluded 
to. Having liud occasion, also, to see Mr. Hamilton when 
I was last in town, I found that his impressions were the 
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<< It it impossible for any man, I think, who has mnj pre- 
tensions to scholarship or classical taste not to feel Ayijf 
interested in the discoveries which have latelj beee made 
in the line of Egjrptian antiquities^ especiaMj siiioe the 
arrival of our friend Salt at his destined station; an^ 
although < a rigid economy is so much the order of ike di^ 
I cannot help hoping that the House of Constaona WKf 
be induced to supply the Museum with adequate lands (not 
necessarily extravagant) to enable the Trustees to secure 
for the British nation the most important and curious of the 
antiquities which have been obtained by Mr. Salt, and those 
who have acted with him with so much credit and glory to 
themselves. I particularly allude to the sarcophagos from 
the *■ regal tombs,' the * sycamore statues' found hi them^ 
the ' bust from Thebes' which is spoken of> and the ' pa- 
pyri.' It would be an indelible disgrace if such articles as 
these were eitlier permitted to find their way to any ibreigB 
museum, or were to become a ruinous charge and a euhfeei 
of regret and mortification to those who have had the spirit, 
the intelligence, and the perseverance to obtain them. 
Surely this can never be ; and, even should the House of 
Commons prove so tasteless and supine, I trust the Prince 
Regent will never suffer so great a blemish to fall on the 
national honour. In any case, I trust that high-spirited 
individuals enough might be found to rescue their country 
from such a disgrace : should it be necessary to form any 
subscription for this purpose, and to defray Mr. Salt's ex- 
penses and fair loss on his capital, I for one, though not 
rich, will very readily and cheerfully deposit my pro- 
portion. 

^ Salt's letter to me mentions, what I take it for 
granted j^ou are more correctly informed about, the very 
curious and interesting inscription found on one of the 
colossi at Ipsambul, attributed to the age of Psammatichus. 
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If thii be reaUy so, (being, 1 apprehend, referable to about 
seven hundred and forty years li> C. or about the fortietli 
Olympiad,) a fac-simile of the chamctcrt will be most highly 
desirable, as they must be among the moEt archade of any 
that have come down to ub ; and, as it seems that the Greek 
colonies and auxiliaries tlien in Egypt, from Asia Minor, 
were chiefly from the Ii/nic tribes, it may be a means of 
clearing up some of the difficulties respecting the early 
Greek characters. 

" Should you have any more specific information on this 
interesting topic, perhaps you will liave the goodness to 
allow your amanuensis to give me o line on the subject- 1 
observe that you are aware of Pearce's fortunate escape 
from Habesh with his papers. I trust there will be no dif- 
ficulty in getting the broad R taken from his name at tlie 
Navy Board: I shall be glad to assist, if necessary. Excuse 
this long scrawl, and believe rae, &c Charles Yohkb." 
•• Tbe Bigbt Uon. Sir Juwpb Bsnkn, U.C.B." 

7hom williau hamilton, esq. to sir joseph banks. 

" Dbar Sir Joseph, " '*"'■ '"''' '«'* 

" I beg to return you the enclosed letters from Salt, Lord 
Mountnorris, and Mr. Charles Yorke, and wilLngly add my 
testimony to the expediency of taking some public measure 
for ensuring to the Museum this valuable Collection of 
Egyptian antiijuities. My last letters from Salt are to the 
same effect, and he adds, that many of their new discove- 
ries, of Greek mscriptions in connexion with hieroglyphics, 
go far to demonstrate the comparatively modern date of 
many of the temples of tliat country. • • • Perhaps 
the Trustees of the Museum will direct an application to be 
made to Government for a transport to be sent to Alex- 
andria to bring off the whole of what Salt is ready to sliip. 
•• Yours, &c. William Hamilton." 
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Neither tbii recommendattoiiy hcywerer, of Mr. Hamlhon^ 
nor the letter of Mr. Yorke, written in die true BpMt of n 
accomplished gentleman and enlightened stateamaii, a p pe ari 
to hare produced any immediate effect in firrour of Mr. 
Salt's interest. It was certainly the intention of Sir Joaqph 
Banks to take an early opportunity of laying Salt^a p ropo sal 
before the Trustees of the Museum, as will be seen tram At 
subjoined extracts of a letter of hb written to tiie Eari of 
Mountnorris. 

<« Soho Square, Nor. 11th, laH 
** My dear Lord, 

*' I have delayed answering yqur Lordship's last letter 
until I have had time to carry into execution the c o m ma nds 
it contained. I enclose Mr. Yorke's letter and Mr. Hamil- 
ton's, both of whom are ardent weD-wishers to Salt. * * * * 
One of Salt's statues has arrived : it is the one he ndoea tl 
QOOL; consequently, in his (pinion, the best he has. I IM 
taking measures to have it removed to the Biitidi Mi 
and placed there in public view, preparatory to the 
of the rest of the Collection : it is now in a cellar in the diyb 
I went with Combe in the hope of seeing it, but fbimd tiba 
stairs too narrow ; he saw it, and considers it as fiu* the beat 
Egyptian work he has seen, the Memnon excepted. • • • 
The general meeting of Trustees of the British Mmeom wil 
very soon take place. I shall then make known Salt's pnH 
posal, which will, I have no doubt, be instantly accepted, 
and a letter written to the Admiralty requesting that the 
next transport sent to Alexandria may be dhrected to bring 
Salt's collection to Malta, from whence we shall very soon 
obtain them. • • • Adieu, my dear Lord, and believe 
me, with real esteem and regard, your Lordship's 
** Most faithful and most humble servant, 

JosBPu Banks." 

*< To the Earl of Mountnorrit.*' 
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From this letter, it is probable that Sir Joseph communi- 
cated Mr. Salt's proposal shortly afterwards to the Trustees 
of the Museum; but the infirmities of age were at this 
period coming fast upon him, and his death, which occurred 
in the following year, appears to have prevented any active 
measures from being adopted for a considerable time, as 
Mr. Salty in the following letter addressed to Mr. Richards 
two years after, states that he had up to that period been 
left without the slightest official notice, from any quarter, 
respecting the offer of his Collection to the Museum, made 
through Sir Joseph Banks, in May 1819. 

" My dear Richards, " ^~' ^eth of Mayt 1822. 

^ I lately received, on my return from Upper Egypt, 
where I have been absent for some months, your letter of 
the 8th of October. * * * I r^ret the trouble you have 
had with the sarcophagu8,t but I certainly could not foresee 
the difficulty you would have, everything on my part having 
beta very clear and explicit, as you will see by the enclosed 
eslracts of correspondence. * * * No. 1 is a copy of 
part of my letter to Mr. Hamilton, offering my Collection to 
Qovenuneot, and asking advice on the subject. No. 2, 
whieh inclosed No. 3 from Sir Joseph Banks, is the onfy 
answer I ever received to this applicatioo ; and at the same 
tune I received a letter from Lord Mountnorris, telling me 
I iraa considered worse than Lord Elgin, &c all of which 
ifriiiot very like ' an acceptance of my proposition,' as si^ 
posed by Lord Mountnorris in his letter to you on the sub- 
ject of the sarcopliagus : — there was nothing, therefore, to 
psevent my entering into any agreement I might choose 
with Belzoni. No. 4 contains my answer to Sir Joseph 
Banks, in consequence of what he had written to me, making 

•f This alludes to Belzoni^s claim upon it, which created no small de- 
of trouble, and will be alluded to hereafter. 

VOL. 11. Y 
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an uncanditumal offer of my Collection to the Museuna, of 
which he was a Trustee, with the exception of the aaroH 
phagus, which, as you will see, I stated must be taken at a 
fair valuation, to get rid of Belzoni's claim. At the same 
time I inclosed a copy of that part of the agreement with 
Belzoni which concerned the sarcophagus. 

From that time to this I have received no conmiunicadon 
from Sir Joseph Banks, the Museum, or the Govenmient, in 
any shape, except a notification, which 1 think Mr. W. Bankes 
was good enough to make me, that a ship was to be lent to 
take my Collection ; but this was so long delayed, thal^ 
having no official notice of the same, I became alarmed for 
the sarcophagus, which was in daily risk of being broken^ and 
sent it home by the Diana. No. 5, is a copy of a letter 
sent to Mr. Hamilton at the same time that I wrote to Sir 
Joseph. No. 6, my letter to Lord Mountnofjris on the same 
subject. No. 7, is a letter that I have now written to the 
Trustees of the Museum ; so that you will have all which hat 
passed on the subject. — You will be aware that my mai^ 
riage and the birth of my child, together with my very 
precarious health, which I am sorry to say still continues, 
have altered considerably my own view of the question ; 
but this can make no difference in my engagement with 
the Museum, made through Sir Joseph Banks, by which I 
undoubtedly mean to abide ; — so that whatever they may 
offer me, I feel myself bound to receive, and shall thank 
God, when it is concluded, at having got rid of what you 
will see has not been a very pleasant affair ; though instead 
of the upbraidings and disquiet that I have incurred, I 
might have expected some small thanks for my exertioiis» 
advance of all I liad in the world, risk and loss of interest to 
which I have been exposed. But they do these things 
differently in England from other countries, and it is always 
useless to complain. 
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"I have vrritten to Mr. Yorke, Lord Mountnorris, and 
Mr. William Bankes on this occasion, who will all, I am sure, 
lend their kind BSEiBtance towards procuring me a &ir re- 
muneration. I also wrote a note to Mr. Combe, being fully 
sensible how much I owe to his kindness in putting together 
my Collection. I am only astonished how he could make 
out the list at all, owing to the confLision in which they 
w^e embarked in plague-time. ! am glad to say that the 
numbers ^B, 99, have been found in the Shuno, where they 
were left by some mistake- — They are in good condition 
and now on their way to England. 

"I need not beg you, my dear fellow, to exert yourself, 
as Rtr as lies in your power, on this occasion, as I am sure 
you will do all that is possible. In case of any persont on 
my part, being asked Tor by the Museum to assist in any 
valuation tliey may choose to make, you may apply to Mr, 
Fuseli, Mr. Chantrey. Mr. Flaxman, or Mr. Wcstmacott, of 
whose judgment 1 have a very high opinion, or any other 
persons you may think right; or advise with Lord Mount- 
norris or Mr. Halls. In foci, I leave you foil powers to act 
for me throughout this affair when it may be necesaary, 
being highly satisfied with ihe prudence. Judgment, and 
attachment to my interests, which you have hitherto shown. 
* " ■ It may be right to tell you in confidence, that I 
hope to get four thousand pounds from Government, or 
otherwise 1 shall feel myself aggrieved. Should it be five 
thousand, I shall be highly saiisfied. You know, I believe, 
that I was offered for the sarcophagus ten thousand dollars 
m Effjfpt, by Mr. Drovetti ; and the same offer was re- 
peated to me by a Prussian traveller, Baron Minutoli, who 
begged me. should the Government not take It. to let him 
have the refusal. In France, I could get at least double 
hat I have above slated fur my Collection, though, as Mr. 
Yorke observes, ' this is notexuctly a fair aT^ument.' Though 
V 2 



324 TRANSACTIONS RESPECTING 

certainly the Gorernment had no actual claim on my Gol* 
lection — especially when the present ia considered whidi- 
I made to the Museum of my half share in the great 
head. ♦ ♦ • ♦ 

Your's very truly, H. S." 

A short time previously to the date of the above, Mr. 
Salt addressed a letter to the Trustees of the Muaeina, re- 
newing the unconditional offer of his Collection, which btf. 
had made through Sir J. Banks in 1819^ and of which be 
following is a copy. . > 

^TO THE TRUSTEES OF THE BRITISH MUSSUM« 

} 

" My Lords and Gentlemen, " Cairo, Bl^y lOth, ie22... 

*' Having received the satisfactory intelligence- Ihai^the 
whole of my Egyptian Collection, as per catalogue liaaiH 
mitted, which I was pressed by my friend and patron^ the 
late Sir Joseph Banks, to place at your dispo6ition« haft- 
arrived in safety ; I take the liberty of repeating my un« 
conditional offer of it to the British Museum, with the eir 
ception as before stated in my letter to Sir Joseph BankSf 
dated May 28th, 1819, of which I enclose an extract, of the 
alabaster sarcophagus, which, according to agreement with 
Mr. Belzoni, I have to beg may be estimated at a fidr 
valuation. 

" At the same time I feel it necessary for my interest to 
state that, this Collection has been made by me at great 
expense (upwards of three thousand pounds,) at the im* 
minent risk of the funds employed, out of private proper^ 
left me by my father, to which alone (in case of any dis^ 
aster occurring to me, and my health has been for some 
years and continues to be very precarious) my family has 
to look for support. I have, therefore, to throw myself 
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catirely on your libemlUy, aiid atiall be perfectly satiit&ed 
witli whatever you may deWrmiDe m my favour, 
I have ihe honour to be, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

With the highest respect, 
Your very obedient humble servant, 
HiitiRy Salt." 
[Here foltowK the extract from Salt's letter to Sir Joseph 
Bunke.] 



In the course of the two preceding ^ears, Mr. Salt had by 
degrees forwarded most of his Collection to his agent, Mr. 
Bingham Richards, with instructions to deposit th^ different 
portions, an they arrived, in the British Museum as hia pro- 
petty, taking at tlie same time an acknowledgment to that 
eff«;t, until all-lhe antiquities should be nsseinbled, and a 
fair idea fbrmed of the nature and extent of the Collection. 
The sarcophagus seems to have been nearly the last article 
sent, and as soon as Mr. Salt had learned that it had reached 
England, he lost no time in renewing hts former offer to 
the Museum, which had so long remained without notice. 
Great difficulties, however, in the mean while, had arisen 
from Belzoni'g claim on the sarcophagus, which gave Salt's 
agent, Mr. Richards, much trouble in arranging, owing to 
his previous ignorance that any agreement existed on the 
subJecL Salt had indeed made Sir Joseph Banks acquainted 
with the circumstance, but the dcatli of the latter rendered 
the communication of no avail, as it appears never to have 
transpired, or at least to have been forgotten. It therefore 
SKcited considerable surprise in Mr. Richards, soon after 
tlie arrival of the sarcophagus in England, to receive a vidt 
from Mr. Belzoni, through wlmm he first gained information 
oftlie conditional claini which Bclxoni had upon this c 
ous and valuable piece of antiquity, — ilic Inller ai the same 
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tiiDe producing the igreement between liim and Mr* Silt, 
and strongly cppomng the saicophagus being sent to the 
British Museum. 

This representation occasioned Mr. Richards sonie cm- 
barrasftmeht : the orders from Mr. Salt positively directed 
him to deliver the sarcophagus to the Museum, while the 
agreement between Messrs. Salt and Belzoni made him 
hesitate in the course he was to pursue, lest m ddiveiii^ 
the article to the Trustees of the Museum, without a pie- 
vious valuation of it, he might be compromising the interests 
both of Salt and Belzoni. In the mean wiiiley the latter 
had applied to the captain of the ship, as well 4M to Mr. 
Briggs, who chanced to be in London, to get "the ismnpii 
gus detained on board the vessel, in consequence of tfee 
agreement he held, till such time, as he could address s 
memorial to the Trustees to permit him to take posnosnion 
of the article and exhibit it to the public The ddajke 
asked for, it appears, was granted, but the prajer of hb 
memorial was refused. While these proceedings were geing 
on, Mr. Richards, who held the bill of ladings and was 
anxious chiefly for the interest of Mr. Salt, tbought.it ad- 
visable to consult with the friends of the latter upon the 
delicate situation in which he felt himself placed ; and he 
accordingly addressed a letter to Mr, Hamilton, asking ad- 
vice on the occasion. The following is an extract from it, 
which will explain his own view of the question* 

«TO WILLIAM HAMILTON, ESQ. 

«« LondoB, 12th of Sq»t. 1821. 

« * « « J subsequently found it necessary to write to 
Lord Mountnorris and Mr. Charles Yorke upon the subject 
ofBelzoni's apprehensions that, if the sarcophagus went to 
the Museum without a previous valuation, he might not 
obtain any thing for his contingent interest, whereas it 
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appear*, by liia owu Htatcinent, that tlie sarcophagus can be 
sold fur three thousand pounds, H-hich niakeii bis intereit in 
it amount to five hundri-d pounds. Both the gentlemen 
above-named liave answered at length upon the subject, and 
the result is, that they cannot authorise me, or approve of 
my deviating from Mr. Salt's orders. 

" 1 now leam that Belzoni has petitioned the Trustees of 
the Museum, through Mr. Planta, to allow liim to exhibit the 
sarcophagus, and it is supposed that yoK have sanctioned the 
application. Should this be the case, and should it be decided 
upon in favour of Mr. Belzoui, I cannot object to it, but must 
claim such guarantee, or indemnity, as may be satisfactory, 
for having given up the possession of tliis valuable article ; 
and I trust that you will clearly see the situation of respon- 
sibility in which 1 am placed as holder of the bill of lading. 
I should be sorry to do anything which might increase, or 
keep alive any irritation between Mr. Salt and Mr. Belzoni, 
but i have no power to accede to any plan that may be pro- 
posed even for Mr. Salt's interest. I am his agent only tu 
a certain extent, and if his friends, who are better able to 
judge, think proper to interfere with, or alter his instructions 
to me, I must be held harmless to the fullest extent. All 
this u imder a guppositinn that some arrangements may be 
in contemplation to favour Mr. Belzoni's views ; but at the 
esme time I cannot think that the Trustees, or anybody else, 
will authorise me to deliver the bill of bding, or the sar- 
cophagus, to any third [wrson. It appears that Mr. Belzoni 
luu so iar influenced the agents of the Diana, as to procure 
a deby in the landing of the arlicles, merely as an act of 
courtesy towards him, in expectation of Ids obtaining per- 
nuMion to take possession. 

" 1 am, &c &c BiKOBAM BjCHABbs." 

To this letter I do not find any reply, but it Bp]>ean by 

the following frtini Itehoni to Mr Richnrds, which is ijultc 
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characteristic of the man, that Mr. Hamiltoa had given of 
sanction to the above application made through Mr. Plants 
to the Trustees. 

a gjn ^' Egyptian Hall, PiccadUly, Sept. 17, 1821. 

** Having seen Mr. Hamilton since I saw you, I was not a 
little surprised to find, that you made a complaint against me 
in consequence of the delay of the alabaster sarcopbagus» 
from the Diana frigate. Though it is immaterial to me to 
whom you complain, I beg you for the futiu'e to be mM>re 
cautious in making use of my name on such unfounded in- 
sinuation and intrigues. 

" Yours, &C. G. Belzoki. 

« To Mr. Richards, Broker/* 

To this courteous letter Mr. Richards felt it unnecessary 
to reply, and contented himself by writing on the cover 
the following appropriate lines : — 

'* Picciol* anhna feoe monna natoift 
In corpo di grandissima ftatura." 

At any rate it does not seem probable that Mr. Hamiltee 
could have had any concern in the memorial to the Trus-. 
tees, as it was only about a fortnight before that he wrote 
as follows, in answer to an application from Mr. Richards 
respecting the disposal of the sarcophagus. 

« Gentlemen, " Foreign Office, Aug. 30, 1 Wl. 

** I cannot take upon myself to authorize any deviation 
from Mr. Salt's instructions respecting his sarcophagus^ 
nor was I aware of Mr. Belzoni's intention to make such a 
claim. I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

"William Ha&ulton." 

<' To Messrs. Bingham Richards, &c.*' 

Nearly at the same time Mr. Richards addressed the 
folowing letter to Mr. Charles Yorke, and a similar one to 
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Lord MotintiiorriB and others among Mr. Salt*8 friendsy 
stating his unpleasant situation and requesting advice. 

TO THE RIGHT HON. CHARLES YORKE. 

"Dear Sir, " London, Sept. 7, laai. 

" Since I had the honour of your company at my house to 
see Mr. Salt's drawings, &c. I have received a bill of lading 
of the celebrated sarcophagus and some other pieces of an- 
cient sculpture, which are arrived in the Diana Turkish fri- 
gate from Alexandria, and will be landed in a few days ; but 
I am somewhat in a dilemma respecting the sarcophagus, 
and wish for your opinion, as Mr. Salt's friend. He di- 
rects me to deliver the sarcophagus, and all other pieces, 
to the British Museum in deposit for him, as before, 
against a receipt that they are so deposited as his property. 
This appears to be in consequence of an agreement or con- 
tract, which however I have never seen, between the Trus- 
tees of the British Museum and Mr. Salt, or some one on 
his behalf, by which they agree to take all his Collection 
at a valuation to be subsequently made. Mr. Belzoni has 
watted upon me with an agreement in Mr. Salt's hand- 
writing, and regularly signed and sealed, wherein it is spe- 
cified that he (Belzoni) is entitled to one half share of the 
produce of the sarcophagus, over and above the sum of two 
thousand pounds; Mr. Belzoni has thus an interest in this 
item, and he is fearful that if the sarcophagus goes to the Mu- 
seum, there will be no probability of his obtaining an3rthing 
at all, whereas he has at this present moment an offer of three 
thousand pounds for it, which would of course secure ia him 
five hundred pounds, and he expresses an anxiety that the sar- 
cophagus should not go to the Museum upon an uncertainty 
as to its value, lest it should not be in Mr. Salt's poiw^r to 
take it away and dispose of it elsewhere, provided the sum, 
which the Trustees may value it at be not equivalent at least 
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tatliat now offered. I have no sort of audiority to deviate 
fVom Mr. Salt's instructions, nor should I teei disposed to 
hesitate at all, or to ask an opinion upon the subject, were It 
not with a view of serving Mr. Salt's interests. You will there- 
fore much oblige me by giving me your ideas upon it. Tet- 
haps you may know more about the agreement, or contract, 
with the Trustees, but to me it qipears that they are, or 
ought to be, bound to give the highest value that tbe utide 
will fetch, and, in case of difference, there is no power in 
them to retam, or withhold the sarcophagus, iFMr.Salt slumld 
demand it in order to obtain a better price for it than the 
Trustees would give. Mr. Hamilton writes to me that he 
cannot authorise any deviaUon irom Mr. Salt's instructiODS, 
I shall in like manner consult Lord Mountnorris. I beg leave 
to apologize for troubling you ; but Mr. Salt has mentioned 
your name in case of any advice being wanted, and I tan 
fully aware of your abilities to give it 

<' I am, &c &c Bingham Richards. 

«« To the Right Hon. Charles Yorke, &c** 

FROM THE RIGHT HON. CHARLES YORKE, IN RBPLY TO 

THE PRECEDING. 

« Dear Sir, " Bonington*, Sept. 10, 1821. 

*' I have had the honour of your letter of the 7th, respect- 
ing the sarcophagus, &c sent home by Mr. Salt ; and in ao^ 
swer to your query, entertain no doubt that you cannot be 
considered as authorised to depart from Mr. Salt's instruc- 
tions, being * in deposit the sarcophagus and other pieces m 
the British Museum for him, against a receipt that th^y are 
so deposited as his property.' With this, as I conceive, Mt. 
Belzoni has nothing to do, having only a contingent interest 
in the event of the produce amounting to upwards, oi t«io 
thousand pounds. With respect to the vahte of these strti- 
des, it is a subsequent consideration. I cannot allow mys^f 
to doubt that the Trustees of the Museum will act liberally 
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on behalf of the public i and that llie offer you mention as 
having been made will have ile due weight in Hnally ad- 
justing the price to be paid to Mr. Salt; provided it is an 
ofTer made kert a:id upon & UriHsit atvotint. Because 
you will not fail to observe, that tlie value U> be put on 
these articles on bdialf of Mr. Salt, is a mixed coosidera- 
tion ; in as much as he probably could never have acquired 
tlienii or been in the way so to do, (or >Ir. Belzoiii either,) 
bad it not been for the jml/lic c/iaracler with which he 
had been invested by the British Government, and the iiv> 
fluence derived from tliencc od die mind and intentions 
of the Vizir Mahomet Ali : — consequently it appears to nte, 
tliat no offer made on a foreitpi account, or with the view 
of exporting the articles in question to a foreign country, 
can, or will be admissible. On the whole, therefore, I am 
inclined to agree entirely with Mr. Hamilton's opmioti ; and 
the rather, because, (as I have said before), J cannot allow 
myself to doubt that the Trustees of the British Museum 
oi they ought, act handsomely by Mr. Salt and Mr. Bel- 
loni also. 1 shall be in town for a few days this week, and 
will endeavour to have the honour of calling on you. 
" I remain, dear Sir, 

" Yours very faithfully, C. Yorke. 
I Bingham Rlchardi, E>q." 

EXTRACTS FROM LORD MOUNTMOHRts's LBTTBRS IN REPLY 
TO BINOMAM RICHARDS, ESQ. 

" Mv DEAR Richards, " ^'^y »•"' ^f^ »■ ^W- 

" [ have received your letter respecting the antiquities for- 
irarded by Mr, Salt, and, as you desire, I sit down to gi^e 
you every information in my power as to any agreement witli 
the British Museum respecting them. By a letter, dated 
10th of June 1818, Mr. Salt made an offer to tlie Trustees of 
the British Museum, of all the antiquities in his possession, 
of which he gave a general account, and s«nt a list of tiie 
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larger articles, in which the alabaster sarcophagus ia indodM. 
He at the same time offered < to leave the price to Mr. Ha- 
milton, or any other person Government might af^Munt.' * ^ 
To the best of my knowledge, no engagement has been raji^h- 
garfy entered iiito by Mr. Salt and the Grovemment ; but I 
understood that the Trustees had accepted Mr. Salt's ordinal 
proposal, and that both parties had continued to act upon H* 
The Admiralty took some measures f to get the artidea over, 
and the whole were admitted free of duty, in consideration 
of their being lodged in the British Museum. Tou have; I 
believe, been regularly directed by Mr. Salt to deposit there 
the whole Collection. * * * i wish you to oa^tdtrn^nt* 
ther, in case Mr. Salt and Mr. Belzoni should have thefHUlrer 
to dispose of the sarcophagus to the best bidder, and they 
should be inclined to do so, they would be any gainers by so 
doing. The duty has been remitted solely on condition of its 
being deposited in the British Museum, subjected to the 
agreement entered on, and if this agreement should be vio- 
lated by Messrs. Salt and Belzoni, will not Government refuse 
to give it up without receiving the duty ? I should think 
they would ; for, if intended for sale, they never remit the 
duty on any article whatsoever. I believe, too, the sarcopha- 
gus is subject to an ad valorem duty, and you can best judge 
whether the duty would not more than counterbalance the 
difference between the price that may be fixed by the Trus- 
tees, and the three thousand pounds which Mr. Belzoni 
sai/s he can get for it * * * I am no lawyer, but I 
should think that Mr. Belzoni has no lien on the sarco^ 
phagus itself, or any right to interfere in the sale of it; but 
that when sold, he can recover from Mr. Salt a moiety 
of what it may produce over and above two thousi^id 

f These measures were taken in consequence of Mr.Sa]t*s oflfb* to the 
Trustees, through 8ir Joseph Banks, in May 1819, and not on account 
of the ori(pD4il proposal ia 1818, which Mr. Salt had certainly no reason 
to suppose had in any respect been accepted.—E. 
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pouods* I agree with you tliat your duty is clear, and 
that you must deposit it according to the instpuctioos you' 
have received from Mr. Salt. * * * Mr. Belzoni should 
procure in wriHmg any proposal which may have been made 
him for purchasing the sarcophagus, as verbal offers can have 
no weight with the valuators. * * * Belaoni cannot 
plead that he did not know Salt meant to collect for the 
Museum, for he speaks of it in his work, and even says that 
he would not have undertaken to collect for him if he had 
not believed the produce was for the public. Now if so, how 
could Salt sdil, or he have a share in the produce p * * * 
I have no doubt that you must send the sarcophagus to the 
Museum. » ♦ * 

Signed, " Mountngrris." 

PROM MR. RICHARDS'S FATHER TO HIS SON. 

" My dear Bingham, " 10th Sept. 1821. 

" I have received yours of the 8th instant, with copy of 
a letter on the subject of the sarcophagus. I think you can- 
not with safety towards yourself deviate from your orders ; 
but deliver it to the British Museum according to your in- 
structions. You ought not to know anything of Belzoni, or 
his arrangements with Salt. It is possible that the whole 
may be a forgery to obtain possession of the article ; and al- 
though it may no£ be probable, yet there is no reason that you 
should run the least shadow of risk for the advantage of 
any correspondent whatever. Indeed I go farther and sup^ 
pose even that if Belzoni should bring the three thousand 
pounds in bank notes iand take your bill of lading, I do not 
think you would be justified in deviating from your instruc- 
tions, and you might be liable to an action fi>r damages by 
the Trustees of the British Museum. 
*' I am your affectionate father, 

« Theophilus Rtchariw.** 
<« Mr. Bingham Richards»" 
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These Tarious letters haring ooofirmed Bfr. Ridiardt in 
hb oiigiiial idem of sendmg tiie arcophagas to die BritUi 
MusefDB, he immediatel j apfAed, through Mr. Briggi^ to 
the Turkish Captain of die Diana, to ddirer it into Mi 
hands. He receired the annexed refdj : 

« Mt dear Sir, ^ OooH Sspmi«, aoth Sept. 181L 

** In compliance with the wish expressed in jour letter 
of diis morning, I will request the Captain of the Turlddi 
frigate to fix a time that maj he convenient to deUrer to 
jou the sarcophagus, and wiD acquaint you with his an- 
swer. He is now engaged in landing the ship's stores, 
but that, I imagine, can cause no impediment. I certamlj 
was of opinion, when the memorial to the Trustees of the 
Museum was shown to me, that it was for th^ advanti^ 
of all parties to wait the decision of the Trustees before re- 
moring it, as it seemed equally to conciliate the interests of 
the Trustees, with those of Mr. Salt and Mr. Belzcmi ; but 
since you haye ascertained that the application of Mr. Bel- 
zoni cannot be granted, I shall acquaint him that after 
giving him every indulgence by not pressing the delirery in 
the first instance, you think there cannot now be any fiudier 
ground for delay. • 

" I am, dear sir, yours very truly, S. Brings.** 
«« B. Ridiards, Esq.** 

On the following day Mr. Briggs again wrote to Mr. Rich- 
ards, and fixed a time for the removal ai the article finon 
the ship, when it was delivered, on the production of the 
bill of lading, and finally placed in the Museum. Whfle 
these transactions were passing, Mr. RichiEUtis had written 
to Mr. Salt, to acquaint him with the difficulties that had 
occurred as to the sarcophagus, and to request, as it had 
been required by the Trustees, that some legal instru- 
ment should be sent home formally appointing him his agent 
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in tlic business. Mr. J. \V. Baukes and Mr. Belzoni also 
wrote U» Mr. Salt about the same period. I have neither the 
letter of llie former nor the reply ; but that of the latter is 
OS followB, and appears to be trrittcn in his usually impatient 

" SlR» " Lnii')<ni| Jul. 24, 1833. 

" Finding it necessary that you should be acquainted of 
what passes here concerning the alabaster sarcophagus spe- 
cified in our agreement made in Cairo on the 20th of April 
1818, I take this opportunity to acquaint you, that an offer 
of three thousand pounds for the said sarcophagus is now 
standing, the money ready to be paid on the moment of de- 
livery of the said sarcophagus to tlie purchasers; the offer is 
made by some speculators from the Continent, and I ac- 
quainted the honourable members. Trustees of the British 
Museum, by a memorial, of tlie above circumstances, toge- 
ther with a copy of our agreement, and I offered to deposit 
two thousand and five hundred pounds in the hands of your 
banker on the delivery of the said sarcophaguB to the pur- 
cliasers. Five hundred pounds more would remain in my 
hands aa the share specified in the agreemenL I received in 
answer, that my memorial has been laid before the general 
meeting of the Trustees, and that it will again be brought 
before them, when Mr. Salt will make his regular offer of the 
Collection. You must recollect that in our agreement you 
engage jviureelf to offer the said sarcophagus of alabaster to 
the British Museum, at n fair valuation, within the space of 
three years, which time has now elapsed and nine months 
more, and it is in consequence of your delay, according to 
agreement, that no decision can take place in the disposal of 

I said aaicophagus. 
" Under these circumstances you must be aware, that if 
the chances of selling the said sarcophagus arc lost, owing 
to your delay, according to agreement, and with the docu- 



I 
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mciiU I possess, I shall claim the said loss to be reim- 
bursed to mc by you; for had you made the said offer io 
due time, the said sarcophagus would have been disposed 
either to the British Museum, where you know it has been 
my sanguine wishes to see it permanently lodged, or at least, 
if the honourable members, Trustees of the British Museum, 
should think it proper not to purchase it, it would hare been 
disposed of to the best offer, which chance may be lost owing 
to your delay. I sincerely hope that you will take this mat^ 
ter into consideration, and make the said offer according to 
agreement, as soon as you will answer to other matters in 
this country, so that all may end in an amicable manner, as 
it is my- wish that differences of this kind should not be 
brought before the public 

" It is necessary that your answer should arrive in this 
country before the closing of Parliament, as your offer then 
would be taken into notice this session. The cover of the 
sarcophagus in granite belonging to me, as it is inserted in 
our agreement, and which was taken down on my own ex- 
penses, &c. went along with the rest of the Collection in the 
British Museum. I beg you will have the goodness to ac- 
knowledge to your agent that the said cover is my property. 
The pieces which form part of the cover of the sarcophagus 
of alabaster are not arrived yet in this country ; they are de- 
posited in Mr. Briggs*s warehouse, packed up in a mat, and 
are much wanted here. I have the honour to be. Sir, 

" Your most obedient humble servant, G. BAzoni.** 

« To Henry Salt, Esq., 
H. B. M. Consul-Oeneral in Cairo." 

HENRY SALT, ESQ., IN REPLY TO SIGNOR G. BELZOVI. 

" Sir, 
** In answer to your letter of the 24th of January, I have 
to inform you, that in compliance with our agreement, I made 
an offer of the sarcophagus, with tlie rest of my Collection, to 
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the British Museum, through the late Sir Joseph Banks, so 
fiu* back as the year 1819, and, to satisfy your mind, I enclose 
you a copy of that part of the letter which refers to the sar- 
cophagus.* I also, at the same time, communicated, by 
writing, the circumstance of my having made that offer to 
the Earl of Mountnorris, the Right Hon. Charles Yorke, Mr. 
Hamilton, and, I think, verbally to Mr. Bankes, and it was in 
consequence of that offer that I forwarded my Collection to 
the British Museum, and that the Government took upon 
itself the conveyance of a great part of the Collection to 
England. So that you cannot, I conceive, in this respect 
have any thing to complaim of on my part. 

" To prevent any farther delay, which is, you must be aware, 
more prejudicial to my interest than to yours, I again write 
on this subject to the Trustees, and have to hope that some 
conclusion may be come to in the course of this season. The 
pieces of the cover of the sarcophagus, I am glad to inform 
you, have been found by Mr. Lee in Mr. Briggs*s warehouse, 
where he conceives they must have been deposited, through 
a mistake by you, instead of in the Shumat. I shall send 
them by the first opportunity to the Museum. With respect 
to the cover of the sarcophagus of granite belonging to you 
ID two pieces, I can assure you that itis not my affair. It was 
Mr. Lee who forwarded it by that conveyance, and I will 
write to him to explain the matter to the Keeper of the 
Museum. I will also write to my agent, as you desire, on the 
subject I have the honour to be, Sir, your very obedient 
bumble Servant, Henry Salt. 

'^ Cairo, May lOth, 18S9. 

'' My absence from Cairo on a tour into Upper Egypt,* 
prevented my receiving your letter until a few da)rs back." 

•* To Signer G. Bekoni." 

* Here follows the extract of Salt's letter to Sir Joseph Banks, under 
date 28th of May, 1819, already given.— £. 

VOL. n. Z 
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It is evident, from the above letter, that no delaj could 
with justice be imputed to Mr. Salt as to the time of his 
offering the sarcophagus to the British Museum, thou^ it 
appears a little remarkable that-Belzoni should md have 
heard long before of the offer being made in 1819, as he 
was acquainted with Sir Joseph Banks and Mr* Hamilton in 
the early part of 1820, the latter of whom says^ in a letter 
to Lord Mountnorris, dated March the 27 th, 1820 : '« I have 
seen Belzoni more than once, * * • and he does ample 
justice to the richness of Salt's Collection of Egyptian anti- 
quities/' So that it is clear the Collection had been the 
subject of conversation between them, and in that case it 
seems singular that no notice of the offer should have been 
taken. 

At this period Mr. Salt addressed the following letter 
to Mr. Yorkeon the subject of his second offer of his Col- 
lection to the Trustees of the British Museum : — 

HENRY SALT, ESQ. TO THE RIGHT HON. CHARLES YORKB. 

'« Cairo, May lOth, 1822. 
" My dear Sir, 

" Being anxious to bring to a conclusion the affair of my 
Egyptian antiquities, 1 have thought it right to repeat the 
offer I before made, through Sir Joseph Banks, of my Col- 
lection to the British Museum, addressed directly to the 
Trustees of that establish meixt; and I have been more parti- 
cularly induced to this step fVom learning, through Mr. 
Belzoni, that such a letter was expected on my part before 
the Trustees could come to any decision on the subject I 
now take the liberty of inclosing you a copy of my letter, 
and have to solicit that you will have the goodness to con- 
tinue your kind offices to me on this occasion, in promoting 
my interests with the Government towards obtaining for me 
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such a remuneration as may be fairly judged adequate to 
the expenses, interest of moneys and risk incurred. 

<* The times, I am aware, are very unpropitious to such a 
negotiation at this moment ; but my circumstances are such 
as to render it more advantageous to my interests to receive 
less and soon than to be put off to an indefinite time, even 
were I to receive more in the end. I have before explained 
to you the particular circumstances that attended the offer 
made through Sir Joseph Banks. I confess that my views 
have in some degree been altered by the change in my con- 
dition and my having a family, but still more so from the 
precariousness of my general health, which too strongly 
warns me of the necessity of procuring some provision, in 
case of my death, for those I shall leave behind. The kind 
view, however, which you have taken of my interests in your 
last letter, leaves me nothing to add on this subject. 

" Believe me, my dear Sir, 
" Your very grateful obedient servant, H. S. 

" P.S. I have to thank you most sincerely for the per- 
mission you were good enough to procure for me to pass a 
year on the Continent : unfortunately, the affairs of Turkey 
have been too precarious to admit of my absenting myself, 
more especially as the only person I could have entrusted 
with the Consulate, Mr. Briggs, has not yet returned to 
Egjrpt. I have to hope that Russia may be induced to come 
to termsy or otherwise, however much my health may suffer, 
I shall not venture to quit my post. — H. S." 

« To the Right Hon. Charles Yorke, M.P., &c. &c*' 

For some time afler the whole Collection was lodged in 
the British Museum, the Trustees appear to have come to 
no resolution respecting Mr. Salt's original proposition ; and 
it was not till September 1822 that Mr. Richards received 

Z 2 
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anj official intimation of their proceedings, though it ap- 
pears, by the following letter addressed to him by Mr. 
Combe, that a resolution had been passed in the preceding 
month of May altogether rejecting the sarcophagus. . 

FROM MR. TAYLOR COMBE TO B. RICHARDS, SSQ. 

'* British Museum, 20th S^t. 1822. 

" Dear Sir, 
*< The following is a copy of the Resolution of the Trustees 
which I mentioned to you last night I remain, dear Sir, 

" Very truly yours, Taylor Combb. 

« May 11th, 1822. 
< Mr. Bankes laid before the meeting a letter which his 
son, Mr. William Bankes, had received from Mr. Salt, dated 
Cairo, 6th January 1822, stating that the whole of the 
Egyptian antiquities assembled by him were now safely 
arrived in England, and expressing a hope that the Truatees 
will come to a determination as to the purchase of them for 
the Museum. 

* Pesolved — That it be requested of Mr. William Bankes 
that he will have the goodness to state, in his answer to 
Mr. Salt, that the Trustees are desirous that Mr. Salt should 
appoint some person on his own part to make a valuatioo of 
the Egyptian Collection. The Trustees decline the alabaster 
sarcophagus, on account of the very high value put upon it 
by Mr. Belzoni.' " 

The above resolution had, agreeably to the wishes of the 
Trustees, been communicated to Mr. Salt by Mr. William 
Bankes ; but the letter appears to have been somewhat de- 
layed, and in the mean while Richards had received, in 
August 1822, a regular power of attorney from Mr. Salt to 
act as his special agent in the business. He being, however, 
at that time in ignorance of what had been determined by 
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the Trustees, began to grow uneasy at their apparent 
delay, and in consequence addressed a letter to Mr. Wil- 
liam Bankes on the subject, from whom he received the 
annexed reply. 

FROM WILLIAM J. BANKES, ESQ. TO BINGHAM 

RICHARDS, ESQ. 

'' Soughton Uftll, Sept. 23rd, 1822. 

" Sir, 
" I have to acknowledge your letter of the 17th relating 
to Mr. Salt's concerns, from whom I also have received 
communications at considerable length, dated May last, 
though it does not appear from them that he had yet 
received my last advices. In these, from the warm interest 
I hare always taken in his transactions, and from the near 
relation that I bear to some of the most active among the 
IVustees of the British Museum, I not only communicated 
to him an official note from the Trustees themselves, but 
entered very much at large into what I know to be their 
▼lews, and into what line I should advise him to pursue. 
At their suggestion, I pointed out to him the propriety of 
hb empowering some one, or some persons, in this country 
to represent and take care of his interests in the valuation 
to be put upon his Collection ; I have therefore great satis- 
fitttion in learning that he has of himself nominated you, as 
by this preliminary step the sole difficulty is removed that 
has hitherto presented itself to a speedy and final arrange- 
ment of the matter. The official note which I transmitted 
oobtained a peremptory refusal of the sarcophagus on the 
part of the Trustees, ' on account of the high price put 
t^n it by Mr. Belzoni.' I did not, therefore, hesitate to 
advise my friend to lose no time in making that over at once 
to Mr. Belzoni for the sum which he has professed himself 
ready to deposit in payment for it, as not only the sole 
means of silencing so troublesome and vexatious a claimant. 
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(who I am very sure would be capable, should it be odier- 
wise disposed of, of harassing Mr. Salt with lawsiuts that 
might lead into great expense,) but also as looking legiti- 
mately to his own interests, since I happen to know that 
the utmost value set upon the sarcophagus in a meeting of 
the Trustees, assembled for the purpose, was co/nnderdttty 
under one thousand pounds. Mr. Salt, therefore, by their 
official note being set at full liberty to seek another pur- 
chaser, appears to me to owe it to himself and his fam3y to 
accept .the best offer that has been made ; and I have no 
scruple in recommending you to do so in his name, especially 
as by this expedient so unpleasant a sort of partnership is 
done away with. 

" I have also a copy of Belzoni*s letter to him, dated the 
24th of January, and have only to say upon it that the pre- 
texts for complaint contained in it are wholly groundless, 
and that I believe the writer himself knows them to be so. 
The Collection has been formally offered to the Museum 
long since, (of which I am very willing to appear, and my 
father also can appear, as a witness,) insomuch that the vote 
of the Museum upon the sarcophagus was in reply to that 
offer ; and the only impediment to an arrangement concern- 
ing the remainder was the non-appearance of any person 
authorised to treat on Mr. Salt's part, he expecting to be 
himself at that time very shortly in England. No sort of 
deduction or abatement should, therefore, be admitted in 
Belzoni's offer on the score of interest or any other pretext 
When once the sarcophagus shall have produced so large a 
sum, there will be^ I conceive, no sort of difficulty in carry- 
ing up the remaining articles to complete more than the 
five thousand pounds which Mr. Salt has, I think, a good 
right to expect for the whole, and possibly to something 
still more considerable, this appearing to me to be wUkin 
their value : I will take care, however, that after the Parlia- 
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roent meets, (which will bring all the Trustees to London,) 
no time shall be lost in bringing matters to a final settlement, 
which willy I trust, prove satisfactory to all parties. I see 
no sort of necessity for delaying till then the transfer of the 
sarcophagus to Belzoni, as the note of the Trustees respect- 
ing it was both official and final ; and upon your producing 
your power of attorney from Mr. Salt, the sarcophagus 
would be delivered up by the officers of the Museum as you 
should direct. I have the honour to be 

<< Yours truly, William John Bankes." 

«« To Bingham Richards, Esq." 

On the receipt of this clear and judicious letter, and of 
several others from different friends of Mr. Salt, Mr. Ri- 
chards lost no time in ascertaining the residence of Mr. 
Belzoni, and in writing him the following letter : — 



<i 



Sir, 



'' London, Ist of Oct. 1828. 



M I am now authorised by Mr. Salt to manage all his in- 
.terests respecting his Collection; and in my mercantile ca- 
pacity, my first object must be to obtain the most I can for 
him. Therefore, much as I might individually wish the 
sarcophagus to remain in the British Museum, still, in con- 
nderation of the small value it is likely to be estimated at 
by the Trustees, I think it will be better to dispose of it 
elsewhere, and to invite you to unite with me to obtain as 
much as possible for iu As you may be some time absent, 
I request you to inform me to whom I may offer it for the 
sum mentioned by you in your memorial to the Trustees. 
Mn Salt has written a very satisfactory answer to your 
letter of the 24th of January last, which I hope you have 
received, as it was sent, I understand, to Mr. Murray early 
in the last month. I am, Sir, 

" Truly yours, B. Richards." 

^« To Signor Belzoni, Paris.** 
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A few days after writing the aboTe» in oonseqiieDoe of 
tome difficulties having unexpectedly arisea as to the de- 
livery of the sarcophagus, Mr. Richards explained the un- 
pleasant predicament in which he was placed in the subjoin- 
ed letter to Mr. William Bankes. 

«« G '< London^ 10th of Oct. 18SB. 

^ Upon the receipt of your letter of the 23rd ult., which 
perfectly coincided with my own ideas, I lost ix> time 
in tracing Mr. Belzoni, for the purpose of offering the sar- 
cophagus to his buyer : I found he was at Paris fixing his 
tomb, and I wrote to him. It appears that he had received 
Mr. Salt's letter, and came to London immediately ; so that 
he called upon me on Monday last, having left Paris before 
my letter could have reached him. He is quite positive as 
to the value he can obtain for the sarcophagus, but is ftiUy 
impressed with a notion that the Trustees of the British 
Museum will not deliver it up, and that even if they do, the 
Government will not allow it to be exported. In both points 
there does not appear to me the least foundation for his ap- 
prehensions. The Trustees have given a receipt for it as 
the property of Mr. Salt, and they have declined to purchase 
it, according to their minute of the 11th of May last: the 
only possible claim they can have upon it is for the 
charges of removal from the Diana frigate to the Musema, 
which I shall be glad to repay them. In respect to the 
Government, although it certainly did intend to convey the 
whole of Salt's Collection to England, under an idea that it 
was to remain here, it so happens that this identical item 
was not brought over at the expense or trouble of any per- 
sons employed by Government ; and the only lien upon it is 
for fifty pounds duty, which was not paid, in consequence of 
its going to the Museum, but which I shall pay if it goes 
elsewhere. I am aware that it is the opinion of Mr. Charles 
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Yorke that the Government can oblige Mr. Salt to sell his 
Collection to the British Museum at a fair valuation, and 
without reference to a foreign offer : this is, however, only 
an opinion, and it does not appear that the Trustees are dis- 
posed to interfere to that effect. Mr. Belzoni requires me 
to guarantee to him in a legal form the certain and imme- 
diate delivery of the sarcophagus, upon his' causing the 
money to be paid into a banker** hands : I tell him that I 
cannot do more than give him an order to the officers of the 
Museum to deliver it to bearer. He has ascertained, which 
is correct, that the officers cannot act without the sanction 
of the Trustees, and that this could not be had till the 9th 
of November, and most probably not till a more full meeting 
later in the year, as the first after the recess is seldom 
attended. Had the Trustees completed their minute c^ the 
1 1th of May, < The Trustees decline the alabaster sarcopha- 
gus,' &c. by adding, * and it is consequently placed at the du- 
ptmdnfMr, SaU^ there can be no doubt that the officers 
might have delivered it without farther reference to them 
the Trustees. Belzoni is going to Paris to-morrow, and I 
have promised to inform him with all speed whether I can 
satisfy him as to the certainty of delivery or not, for he will 
not expose himself to the stigma of having disposed of an 
article which he could not immediately obtain ; and as he 
thinks the delay may be injurious, he suggested that pro- 
bacy your near relation, Mr. Bankcs, might furnish me with 
something to warrant an undertaking to deliver, which 
I would not scruple to give, in order that there may be no 
impediment towards a ready sale. * * * 

^ In respect to the rest of Mr. Salt's Collection, I shall be 
ready to apply to the gentlemen whom he has named as his 
▼aluers whenever it is desired ; but the Collection will not 
be complete until the two cases of mummies of sacred ani- 
mals are arrived. You say in your letter that ' upon my 
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producing my power of attorney from Mr: Salt, the 
phagus would be delivered up by the officers of the Muaeunu' 
This, however, was not the case in regard to the granite 
sarcophagus for Lord Mountnorris, sent to the Museum by 
mistake ; for, notwithstanding the officers were aware of it, 
they could not deliver it without the sanction of the Trustees, 
fdr which I had to wait some weeks. ~ I merely allude to 
this to show you that, though you are perfectly right as to 
what might be done, still the practice is not such. 

^ There is an idea afloat that tlie public would by a sub- 
scription make up the amount of three thousand pounds for 
the sarcophagu3 rather than that it should go to another coun- 
try, and I am mclined to think that an appeal to its national 
pride would not be unsuccessful. I thank you on behalf of 
Mr. Salt for the warm interest you take in this business, 
and, soliciting a continuance of your friendly aid and advice, 
I have the honour to be, &c. Bingham Richards.'* 

<' To William J. Bankes, Esq.** 

This letter for some reason did not receive an immediate 
reply, probably because no directions cotM be given to the 
officers of the Museum by any individual Trustee without 
the consent of the rest of the body ; and Mr. Richards was 
therefore obliged to wait with patience till afler the recess. 
In the mean while, a letter reached him from Belzoni, of 
which the following is in all respects an exact copy. 

"Paris, 1st Nov. 1822, 
« Sir, Rue de Helder Hotel de Hdder 

'' According to our last understanding I have been in ex- 
pactation to hear that an order to the Kipar of the British 
Museum had been send from the warthy Mr. Bankes, for the 
purposes of enabling you to take out the Surcophagus of 
Alabaster now deposited in the British Museum, and ac- 
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CMntiiDg to Ihe wish of Mr. Salt that it may be desposed of 
to the best advantage, as the Trustees have desided against 
porsasing of it, and as I acquinted them and you long 
leince that I have offers from other quarters where it may 
be disposed of advantagiously for both party, Mr. Salt and 
myself, for ready mony and much aboue what the Trustees 
wiU offer at any time or circumstances, notwisstanding the 
said Surcophagus been depriciated in the house of Comon 
by the worthy Mr. Bankes the friend of Mr. Salt — I ex- 
pectad that the worthy president Mr. Bankes would have 
esued the above order without Eistatson, I cannot unde- 
stang what prociding mean to adopt Mr. Bankes in this 
affiur, but he must be awere that if the British Museum 
refuses to pursase the Surcophagus oweing to die high 
price put by me, as he Mr. Bankes please to say, he cannot 
keep it in the British Museum but he must retoum it to 
the Ouners, I mean Mr. Salt and myself, as to the high 
price put by me, Mr. Bankes junor was the medium 
by which Mr. Salt and myself was offered 10,000 dolars 
in Thebes for the said Surcophagus preuious to its been 
taken out of the Tomb, and can Testifie this circumstance, 
that I alone iruisted that it should be send to Ingland and 
to be offered to the British Museum in preference to any 
other pursasers, I cinciarly wish that this matar may 
comen to an end in a friendly maner, but I fear it will not 
be so oweing to the eroneous prociding taken by the hon- 
orable Messrs. Bankes against me, I hope also it will not 
be necessary to Inforce the Low to obtain what is justly 
due to me, for such Mass of facts would apear before the 
publick, that would rise the Indignation of every onest Ing- 
lishman, and 1 am realy astonished how an honorable 
body of Men like the Trustees of the British Museum can 
late themselfs be persuaded away by the wrong sugestions 
of two or three Indiuduals, whose motiues for so doing are 
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euidenty I hope Mr. Bankes will reflect that the low in 
Ingland is administrated for a Stranger on the aam scole 
with an Inglishman, though he may be related to poiple of 
influence, as he, Mr. B , boast to be. I shall wait your 
answer to this as early as posible that I may act aoord- 
ingly. I have the pleasure to remain. 

My dear sir, 

Your truly, G. Bblzoni," 

To this letter, Mr. Richards in the absence of any com- 
munication from Mr. William Bankes, could only send a 
polite, though not a very satisfactory, reply ; but the time 
was now approaching, when the first meeting of the Trustees 
was likely to take place after the recess ; and when it 
seemed probable the whole business would be finally ar- 
ranged. In December, Mr. Richards got the following 
letter from Mr. Combe upon the subject 

" Dear Sir, "British Museum, Dec. 13th, 1822." 

** We shall most probably have a general meeting at the 
Museum to-morrow ; I say probabli/, because it must depend' 
upon the number of Trustees that may be able to come to 
us. It will be necessary, I think, that your appointment 
as agent to Mr. Salt, in the valuation and sale of his Col- 
lection, should be laid before the Board, and at present we 
have no document to that effect. Pray, therefore, have the 
goodness to send me in the course of to-day, any paper 
which you may think sufficient for this purpose. 

I remain, dear Sir, 
Very truly your's, Taylor Combe." 

<< Binghiun Richards, Esq. &c." 

In consequence of this application, Mr. Richards for- 
warded his power of attorney authorising him to act as Mr. 
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Salt's agent, to Mr. Combe ; but, as that gentleman had ap- 
prehended, the meeting of the Trustees was too thinly at- 
tended to admit of any business being transacted, and Mr. 
Salt's affiiirs, therefore, stood over till Saturday, in the 
second week of the ensuing February, 1823. — On the last day 
of the year, Mr. Richards again heard from Mr. Belzoni. 

*< Dear Sir, " No. 6, Half-Moon Street, Dec. 3l8t, 182-2. 

" I am just arrived to pay my last visit to Ingland, at 
least for some time, I am sorry I have not the pleasuire to 
meet you in Town to settle, as far as we can, the affair of 
Alabaster Surcophagus, which must come to a determination 
in one way or the other. I leave the choice to the Trus- 
tees to pursase it, or to let other have it, on more advanta- 
gious Termes than what they offer themselves, and if their 
Precident is still obstinate in refusing to retoum the pro- 
periety of other, I am ditermined to troy how far the low of 
Ingland can be inforced against injustice and harogance. 
I shall be happy to know if 1 shall have the pleasure to see 
you in Town soon, as I shall stay here only few Days, and 
leave this affair in the hands of an able advocate, permit 
me the pleasure of wishing you happy new year, and believe 
me to be, My dear Sir, 

Your's truly, G. Belzoni." 

t« Binghun Richards, Esq.*' 

MR. RICHARDS IN REPLY TO THE PRECEDING. 
it 3i{i «« EdgbasUm, Ist of January, 1823." 

" I have received the favour of your note of yesterday 
which has met me on my return home from a visit to Lord 
Mountnorris, at Arley Hall, near Bewdley. He is paving 
the way, to the utmost of his power, to bring the Trustees 
of the British Museum to purchase the sarcophagus. They 
sent for my power of attorney expecting there would be a 
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meeting in December ; but, when I called^ I found only fbur 
of the Trustees had attended, which were ioo Jew to enter 
upon the business; and I am assured that no effectiTe 
general meeting will be likely to take place before the third 
Saturday in February. I hope to be in town next week 
Should you leave before lliat, pray let me have your address^ 
that I may inform you of anything interesting. I return 
your kind wishes for a happy new year, which is better than 
a merry Christmas. 

I am your's truly, Bingham Richards.'' 

« 0. Belzoni, Esq." 

Before Mr. Richards*s return, Mr. Belzoni had quitted 
London, and the above letter appears to have been the last 
communication that passed between them. 

Previously to the expected meeting of the Tnistees, Mr. 
Richards addressed the following letter to Mr. Hanta at the 
Museum^ to acquaint him that Mr. Salt's entire CoDectioD 
had then reached England, and to request that the ofier of 
it to the Museum might be taken into consideration as 
speedily as possible. 

TO J. p. PLANTA, ESQ. 
<<Dear Sir, '^ London, Jan. dtfa^ 1823. 

'' As Mr. Salt's Collection is now complete by the arnral 
of the two missing cases of mummies of sacred animals, I 
trust that the offer which he has made of the whole to the 
Trustees of the British Museum, by his letter of the 10th of 
May 1822, will be taken into immediate consideration, and 
as my views upon the subject as his attorney, agent, and 
friend, may be inquired into, I shall feel much obliged to 
you to state generally that it is wished that the whole should 
remain in the British Museum, in preference to any other, 
for which purpose it has been collected, under the auspices 
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and by the encouragement, in the first instance, of the late Sir 
Joseph Banks. Mr. Salt has dedicated his time and pro- 
perty to this object, even to the extent of neglecting his 
private interests, leaving it to others to amuse and instruct 
the public, while he quietly and unostentatiously persevered 
in the object he had in view, viz. to put his native country 
in possession of the most interesting and valuable relics of 
ancient art which Egypt could produce. 

^' From various circumstances, known to Mr. Salt's friends, 
it is not at all to be doubted that he has actually spent up- 
wards of three thousand pounds* in making the Collection, 
and as great part of this disbursement was made some years 
ago, at the risk of losing the whole, it is presumed that he 
could not be any very considerable gainer if that amount 
were returned to him twofold; but I know that his hopes 
and expectations do not exceed five thousand pounds for the 
whole, including the alabaster sarcophagus. Respecting this 
last-named article much has been said on account of a con- 
tingent interest which Mr. Belzoni has in it, according to a 
contract between Mr. Salt and himself, viz. that any sum 
which it might produce above two thousand pounds should 
be shared equally between them. This contract arose from 
the circumstance (well known to several gentlemen in Egypt) 
of Mr. Salt's having refused two offers, one from Monsieur 
Drovetti on behalf of the French Government, and one from 
Baron Minutoli, on behalf of the Prussian, each of ten thou- 
sand dollars (equivalent to two thousand pounds), made at 
Thebes, before it was removed, and as it was conceived that 
the risk and expense of transporting it to England would be 
worth at least fifty per cent, upon its value on the spot, it 
was thought right by Mr. Salt to give Mr. Belzoni a chance 

■ * Mr. RichardB, who was intimately acquainted with Mr. Salt's affiurt, 
sstimatei, in one of his letters, the whole amount of the expense, in prin- 
eipal, interest, &o. at four thousand pounds. 
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of obtainiog farther remuneration for the trouble he would 
have in superintending the removal ; and, in order to satufy 
him, Mr. Salt has requested that this item might be scfMi* 
rately valued, not doubting that its value at Thdies would 
be taken as the basis in England. 

'< It is not, however, at all necessary that the Trustees 
should enter into the question of Salt*8 contract with BelzooL 
At the same time, if it is not inconvenient to them to stste 
what proportion of the whole sum they conceive may be paid 
for the sarcophagus, it would certainly set the matter between 
Salt and Belzoni at rest. They may not, however^ wish to 
become arbitrators in the case, and it is quite immaterialy 
for if Belzoni can prove that the sarcophagus would have 
sold for more than two thousand pounds, he may claim half 
the excess oi" Mr. Salt. I hope therefore that the Trustees 
may be disposed to recommend it to Parliament to grant the 
sum of five thousand pounds for the purchase of all Mr. Salt's 
Collection, not merely on the score of the separate value of 
each item amounting to that sum collectively ; but also.as a 
repayment of money actually advanced with the best inten- 
tions and judgment, and as a testimonial of the desire of the 
Trustees that the British nation should possess the best 
Egyptian Collection extant. I am very truly, dear Sir, 

" Your's, &c. Bingham Richards.** 

On the 3rd of February 1823, Mr. Richards attended the 
meeting of the sub-committee at the Museum, and received 
its proposals for the purchase of the Collection. What took 
place on the occasion will be best narrated in the words of 
Mr. Richards's rough memorandum, written immediat9fy on 
his return from the meeting. 

Memorandum. — 13^/ Feb. 1823. 
<< I attended at the British Museum at three o'clock, to 
confer with the sub-committee respecting Mr, Salt's CoUec- 
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tion. There were five Trustees, among whom were Lord 
Aberdeen (in the chair), Mr. Bankes, and Sir John Copley, 
Solicitor-General. On entering the room, I was asked to sit 
at the table next to the President, who addressed me, stating 
that the Committee wished to make arrangements for the 
purchase of Mr. Salt's Collection, leaving out the sarcopha- 
gus, which appeared, by an offer in the room, to be valued 
at 9000/. and they wished to know whether I would consent 
to take 2000/. for the remaining part of the Collection, 
according to the catalogue. Before I replied, I inquired 
respecting the offer for the sarcophagus, and found that 
one of the gentlemen had a Utter from Mr. Belzoni to a Mr. 
Brown, of Trinity College, Cambridge, containing the offer 
and an assurance that the money should be paid (deducting 
500/.) to the bankers the moment the sarcophagus was de- 
livered up by the Trustees. Bclzoni's power of attorney was 
also on the table Considering that Mr. Salt, by his letter 
to the Trustees of the lOth of May 1822, had already left 
it to them to act as they might think right — that there had 
been many doubts as to the ultimate purchase of the Collec- 
tion — that it was necessary Mr. Salt should have his funds 
— ^that the separate valuation of the different articles might 
be precarious — that if the Trustees did pay 2000/. for the 
bulk of the Collection, and if 2000/. more could be got for 
the sarcophagus, the sum mentioned by Mr. Salt would be 
obtained — that to demur, or bargain, under all the circum- 
stances, would not have been correct in me, as Mr. Salt's 
agent, where there was no positive obligation nor unanimooa 
intention to purchase : I was induced to say that such offer 
of 2000/. would be accepted. Whereupon Mr. Bankes as- 
sured me, that that sum would be procured and paid during 
the present session of Parliament, &c. I withdrew. Now I 
hereby declare, that I went prepared to accept any offer 
made by the sub-committee, in the full confidence that if it 

VOL. II. 2 A 
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should not be thought adequate to Mr. Salt's deserts, it 
would be increased by the assistance and recommendation 
of his friends at a General Meeting. By assentiiig to the 
proposal^ a specific sum is named, and an agreement to 
purchase is thus manifested. I farther felt convinced^ thai 
if the sarcophagus is ultimately to remain in the British 
Museum, the sum of 3000/. must be paid for it, inasmuch as 
the sub- committee have deducted so much from the sum of 
5000/. named by me, contemplating that it would sell fiv 
that amount. 

(Signed) Bingham RiCHAaos." 

All the steps which had been taken with respect to the 
sale of the Collection, were regularly communicated to Mr. 
Salt by Mr. Richards ; but the length of time that eliqpsed 
before any reply could be obtained from Egypt, rendered it 
necessary for the latter to rely chiefly on his own judgment, 
throughout the whole of this intricate business, which, to do 
him justice, he pursued with a zeal, ability, «md friendship 
very rarely to be paralleled. On the present occasion he 
addressed a letter to Mr. Salt, and after giving him the 
substance of what had occurred at the meeting, he adds, 
'< Having thus conformed to your letter of offer, and shown 
every possible disposition to meet the views of the Trustees, 
I consider them as pledged to purchase to the extent named, 
and to deliver up the sarcophagus to my order. These two 
points I lay claim to, and if the General Meeting, or the 
Parliament, should not approve of the sarcophagus being 
sold, it is thus valued at three thousand pounds, which must 
be paid for it if it remains in the British Museum. 

" I have written to Mr. C. Yorke, Mr. William J. Bankes, 
and Lord Mountnorris, to urge them to take all possible steps 
to assist in obtaining all you go for ; secure, on the one hand, 
of the two thousand pounds and tlie sarcophagus, more may 
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be tried for by your friends ivitliout fear of marring the 
bargain. Better may be done for you, worse cannot. So 
much liBs been said of tronomy, and so little in approbti/ian 
of Egyptian antiquities, that I was almost afraid you would 
be left in tAe lurrh entirely. If Belzoni'i offer be realized, 
he will have to pay two thousand five hundred pounds to 
you, retaining his five hundred pounds out of the three thou- 
sand pounds 1 and even if the Trustees should take the sar- 
cophagus at three thousand pounds, Belzoni will be alike 
entitled to his five hundred pounds. Tlierc was no question, 
DOT even a hint, as to n separate valuation of your Collection. 
It could not have been satisfactory to either party : there is 
no standard rule to form it upon, and had the amount been 
made large, the whole, or part, of the C'ollection would have 
been rejected; had it proved a smaller amount than that 
named, you must have accepted it, besides paying the per 
c;entage to the appraisers. I do not think that, considering 
&1I things, the Trustees have evinced any disposition to be 
liberal towards you, and I do not expect that either your- 
self, or your friends, will be satisfied ; but there is time for 
the latter to bestir themselves in your behalf, while you, 
through my representation, remain inactive, certain of 
having acted in & most honourable and disinterested manner 
throughout the business. 

" I am ever yours truly, B. Richards. 

" To Henry Salt, Esq," Feb. aSnd, 1823." 

In addition to the reasons above-enumerated, which in- 
duced Mr. Richards to close with the inMcmAfc offer made 
on this occasion by the sub-committee of Trustees, 1 find 
others of a still more cogent nature, stated in another of 
his memorandums, bearing date the 18th of February 1823, 
in which he says, " I was led to believe tliat the leading 
and principal Trustee was averse to any purchase on the 
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general grounds of economy and the tocmt of interest in 
Egyptian antiquities ; when, therefore, I found a dispasition 
to treat for the purchase, I was determined to make a sale 
under the old mercantile adage of ^ Better to make a sale 
and repent, than to make no sale and repent.' 1 should, 
however, have been puzzled to know what amount would 
have met the ideas of the Trustees, or rather of this par- 
ticular Trustee to whom I allude. The business was settled 
for me by the circumstance of Belzoni's offer for the sarco- 
phagus. I had tried to obtain five thousand pounds for Uie 
whole. Three thousand pounds were offered for the sarco- 
phagus, and this left two thousand pounds for the rest. 
There was no escape ; I agreed to take it. I could not ha?e 
done otherwise whatever sum had been named, for Salt bad 
offered the Collection unconditionally. I believe the Trus- 
tee in question was taken by surprise and could not retreat^ 
for I do not think his ideas, at that time, exceeded mte 
thousand pounds. Again, it appeared essential that Salt 
should act liberally, that no one should have it in his power 
to say otherwise ; and to me, as a man of business, it was 
desirable to secure any sum, i, e, to take money, after the 
long state of doubt I had been in. Some may say I ought 
to have bargained, and at least to have tried for one 
thousand, or five hundred pounds more. I cannot con- 
scientiously assent to this ; I had no right to bargain where 
my principal had lefl me no option, no power. It was for 
the Trustees to act as they liked. Besides, suppose that 
by an attempt to obtain more, a door had been lefl open for 
them, or rather for the acting Trustee, to have rejected the 
whole, what would have been my situation then ? Mr. Salt 
might have justly condemned me for not making siure of the 
two thousand pounds. ♦ ♦ * * It may be observed that it 
was a fortunate circumstance that I named five thousand 
pounds in my letter to Mr. Planta, which was read to the 
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Committee. Had I named four thousand pounds, three 
thousand would have been also deducted, and one thousand 
pounds only have remained for Salt. 

(Signed,) « Bingham Richards." 

The smallness of the sum which had been offered and ac- 
cepted for a Collection so admirable in its kind, and which 
had been assembled with so much risk and expense, cer- 
tainly excited no small degree of surprise and dissatisfaction 
in the personal friends of Mr. Salt, and in all those who felt 
anxious for the credit of our great national Institution ; 
though I am not aware that any one thought of censuring 
Mr. Richards for his acceptance of the offer. Mr. Salt had 
thrown himself on the liberalUt/ of the Trustees, and it was 
not for his agent to raise objections that might have inter- 
fered with the directions of his employer. He, however, 
did all he could on the occasion, by writing an account of 
the proceedings to several influential persons, and succeeded 
in warmly interesting them in Mr. Salt*s behalf, should 
Belzoni*s purchaser, as there was but too much reason to sus- 
pect, turn out an " airy nothing." In the mean while, Mr. 
Richards received the following note from Mr. Ellis, enclos- 
ing a resolution of the Trustees, by which the sarcophagus 
was placed at his (Mr. Richards*s) disposal. 

** My dear Sir, '* Britinh Museum, March 17th, 1823. 

** I have the pleasure to send you a copy of a Minute 
made at an extraordinary General Meeting of our Trustees, 
on Saturday, which will enable you to remove the alabaster 
sarcophagus whenever you wish. At the same time, I am 
instructed to inform you, that it may remain as a deposit 
quite as long as you choose. Believe me, in great haste. 

Your obliged and sincere friend, 
" To B. Richards, Esq/* Hbnhy Ellis." 
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ENCLOSED IN THE PRECEDING. 

«« British MuBeum, Mardi 15tli, 1823. 
" At an extraordinary General Meeting — 

" Resolved, 

« That Mr. Richards be informed that he is at liberty, 
whenever he pleases, to remove the alabaster sarcophagus. 

" The above is a true copy from the proceedings of the 
Trustees. Henky Ellis, Secretary." 

In consequence of the above permission, the sarcophagus 
remained in deposit at the Museum, and Mr. Ridiards 
having ascertained that Belzoni's power of attorney to a 
Mr. Brown, was in the possession of Sir J. S-Cc^ley, he lost 
no time in writing to that gentleman on the subject. 

c( SiRy <« 4, Lamb's Conduit Place, March 24th, 1833. 

" Mr. Ellis, of the British Museum, informs me that you 
are in possession of Mr. Belzoni*s power of attorney to Mr. 
Brown, of Trinity College, Cambridge, relative to his contin- 
gent interest in the alabaster sarcophagus deposited by me 
in the British Museum by order of Mr. Salt. I shall there- 
fore be much obliged to you if you will communicate to 
Mr. Brown the circumstance of the said sarcophagus having 
been placed entirely at my disposal by a minute made at an 
extraordinary General Meeting of the Trustees on the 
15th instant, and of my readiness to treat with Mr. Bel- 
zoni*s purchaser for the sale and delivery of it, in or^er to 
proceed without delay in the realization of the amount men- 
tioned by Mr. Belzoni. I have the honour to be, &c. 

B. Richards." 

«* To Sir J. S. Copley." 

It was not before the lapse of several months that the 
purport of this letter was communicated to Mr. Brown, and 
not till Belzoni had again set out for Africa, so that the ap- 
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plication, as will be shown hereafter, proved of no avail. In 
the interim Mr. Richards received the following letter from 
Mr. Salt, written in consequence of the intelligence he had 
received from Mr. William Bankes. 



" Dear Richards, " ^' '2*. »«». C^ 

• 

«* I sent you, by my letter of May the 20th, full powers 
to act for me in the affair of my antiquities deposited in the 
British Museum : the present is to confirm that letter, and 
to acquaint you with a communication subsequently made 
me by Mr. William Bankes. He has enclosed me the reso- 
lution of a General Meeting held on the 11th of May 1822, 
declining the alabaster sarcophagus, on account of * the very 
high value put upon it by Mr. Belzoni.' I should hope this 
resolution may have come to your knowledge, and that you 
may have acted upon it in giving notice to Mr. Belzoni, and 
offering it to him at his own price ; if not, I should wish 
that you would immediately apply to him, communicating 
to him the resolution of the Committee, and at the same 
time making him the offer of the sarcophagus, on his paying 
to me the sum of two thousand pounds on my account, as I 
donoiivish to intrejich tipofi any profit he may be able to make 
above that sum. You will give him a reasonable time, if 
necessary, to find a buyer for this sum ; and should he not 
be able, you will then have the goodness to write to Gene- 
ral Baron de Minutoli, offering it to him ; and, in case of his 
declining it, to the French Government through the Conte 
de Forbin, who has seen it, and is a director of the French 
Museum — that is, if you do not find a buyer at two thou- 
sand pounds in England. At all events, sell it soon if 
possible, at the same time taking care that you do not get 
me into any scrape with Belzoni. Even should you not be 
able to get more than one thousand five humlred pounds, it 
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will be better to sell it than to remain longer without 
the money. 

^< I cannot help feeling that the Trustees of the Museum 
have much compromised my interests by not comiug imnie- 
diately, on Belzoni*s making the proposition to them, to a 
determination, as in that case he would have been obliged 
to abide by his offer, which he will now, I doubt not, find 
means to evade. Look at his letter of the 24th of January, 
of which I sent you a copy, and you will see how much I 
have been sacrificed. I wish you, if the valuation of the 
rest of the Collection has not yet been made, to be guided 
in your proceedings by the advice of Mr. William Banker, 
who is kind enough to take a strong interest in my fiivour. 
Whatever you may do, I shall be satisfied with it; only 
pray hasten the termination of the affair as much as you 
can. ♦ ♦ • Believe me 

" Yours most truly, H. S. 

'< P.S. Mr. Bankes thinks that it would be best to name 
Mr. Payne Knight, Dr. Young, Thomas Hope, and himself, 
as my assessors. I should be much flattered if they would 
take that trouble upon themselves, as I am persuaded there 
are no better judges in England. — H. S." 

'' To B. Richards, Esq. 

[Received 22nd of April 1823.] 

A few months afterwards Mr. Salt again wrote as follows, 
in reply to a letter, &c. addressed to him by Mr. Richards 
on the 4th of the preceding February. 

FROM HENRY SALT TO B. RICHARDS, ESQ. 

'« My dear Richards, " ^^~' ^P"^ ^^^' *»^ 

" I have just received yours of the 4th of February, with 
its accompaniments. You will before this have got mine 
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of December \2th, enclosing a copy of the note of May the 
11th from Mr. Ellis, which will show what a strange part 
the Museum is acting. They there, in May 1822, in direct 
terms refiise the sarcophagus, and on the 8th of January 
(as by your memorandum) they refuse to give it up to Mr. 
Belzoni I — What can be the meaning of such a proceeding?* 
I am greatly obliged by the manner in which you have 
stated my claims in your note of January 8th ; but there 
are a few observations to be made for the sake of not getting 
into any difficulty or lawsuit. You say that the contract 
stipulates that * any sum it might produce above two thou- 
sand pounds should be equally shared between them (Mr. 
Salt and Mr. Belzoni.) But this is not precisely the stipu- 
lation ; it is, that he (Belzoni) shall be entitled to one-half 
of the surplus of whatever price may be paid iov the same sar- 
cophagus exceeding two thousand pounds ; and it is moreover 
clearly stipulated < that the British Museum is to have the 
offer of it at a^atr valuation.* It is, therefore, rather impru- 
dent of you to state, * It is not at all necessary that the 
Trustees should enter into the question of Salt's contract 
with Belzoni;' on the contrary, my dear Richards, it is 
absolutefy necessary, I have offered it to them solely on this 
condition and no other, < that a fair valuation be made/ as 

* The error committed by the Tnisteeit on this occasion was of a two- 
fold nature ; first, in not adding to their minute that ^^ the tarcophagus 
wot at the dispotal of Mr, Salt^"* and, secondly, in not acquainting Air. 
Richards with the resolution come to before they separated for the recess. 
It is true he had not at that time got a power of attorney from Af r. Salt 
to act for him in this particular instance^ but they well knew that he 
was Mr. Salt*s general agent, and therefore ought to have acquainted 
him with their determination, or at least have made arrangements for 
the sarcophagus to be delivered to him the instant his authority arrived : 
by doing neither, Mr. Salt's interests were completely compromised, as 
well as Belzoni's, if the latter had indeed received any specific offer of 
purchase, which, under all the circumstances of the case, does not appear 
very probable. — B. 
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you must see by ray offer to the Museum to which you 
refer of May 10th, 1822 ; for it must be remembered this is 
due to Mr. Belzoni, whose interests I camiot wish to com- 
promise. 

** Your next paragraph also, may, I fear, if they act upon 
it, directly lead to a lawsuit ; for certainly, as you say, if tfaey 
pay me in the lump, and do not take a fair valuadon of it, 
Belzoni may then pretend to come upon me ' for half the 
excess of what it would have sold for.' But I cannot con« 
sent to be placed in this situation. If they choose to take it 
at a fair valuation, well ; if not, it must go to Belzoni's 
buyer. They may be assured it was not a trifling thing that 
induced me to make that contract with Belzoni — it was ab- 
solute necessity. He had estimated the sarcophagus in one 
of his letters to me at about twenty thousand pounds^ and the 
only means I had of coming to an accommodation was, by 
consenting to the stipulation in question : had I not given 
him that supposed advantage, which I considered as nonot 
we should at this moment have been in cruel litigation. 
Above all things, my dear Richards, avoid getting me into 
a lawsuit. The affair, as I have left it, is clear enough. But 
probably, before this reaches you, all this may be finally 
settled, as my letters of December 12th have been sent in 
duplicate — I believe I may say in triplicate. It may be as 
well to state, en passant, that Monsieur Drovetti did not 
offer the ten thgusand dollars at Thebes in behalf of the 
French Government, but for himself; nor do I know that the 
Baron Minutoli did for the Prussian Government : this by 
way of accuracy. The latter's offer too, not a very direct 
one, was made at Alexandria. You may be assiu-ed that I 
am very sensible of your kindness in acting for me in this 
affair, and shall be glad of an opportunity to return it. 

" Yours very truly, H. S. 

** P.S. I hope, at all events, you will get two thousand 
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pounds for the sarcophagus* Belzoni may at present begin to 
be convinced / vxts rights and that he has no great matters 
to complain of. — H. S." 

«« To Bingham Richards, Esq/' 

Month afler month passed away without any notice being 
taken of the application made by Mr. Richards, through the 
Solicitor-General, to Mr. Brown of Cambridge. At length, 
however, he received the following letter from that gentle- 
man, explaining the cause of the delay : — 

M a ^* Ibbotson's Hotel, June Srd, 1823. 

" I have only just received from the Solicitor-General the 
letter which you addressed to him in the note of the 24th of 
last March : I am much vexed at the delay, as I am anxious to 
acquaint Mr. Belzoni with the resolution of the Committee 
of the Trustees of the British Museum. From the d^ay 
that has taken place, I am sorry to say that there is now 
very little chance of Mr. Belzoni hearing from me for a con- 
siderable time. His last letter to me was dated Tangier, 
the 10th of April, and he was then preparing to go on to 
Fez, and thence fru'ther south ; I shall, however, write to 
him immediately, and direct my letter under cover to the 
British Consul at Tangier, Mr. Douglas. 

^ I cannot help expressing my hope that the sarcophagus 
will not be removed from the Museum, as it would be a 
national loss, but that the Trustees will do an act of justice 
and pay to Mr. Belzoni five hundred pounds, which sum he 
in truth and equity has every right to claim. I shall remain 
in town for a few days, and any letter will find me at Ibbot- 
son's Hotel, Vere Street. I remain. Sir, 

" Your very obedient servant, G. A. Brown." 

" To Bingham Richards, Esq.'* 
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BINGHAM RICHARDS, ESQ. IN REPLY TO THE PRECEDING. 

„ ^ " London, June 6th, 1823. 

<< I have received the favour of jour letter dated the drd 
instant, and shall much regret the circumstance of the delay 
of my communication through the Solicitor-General, if tt 
should prove injurious to Mr. Salt's or Mr. Belzoni*s interest 
in the realization of the value of the sarcophagus. I am 
rather surprised to learn from you that farther communica- 
tion with Mr. Belzoni upon this subject is necessary, as I 
understood that you were acquainted with the name of the 
purchaser, and would be able to transact the business, or 
put it in my power to do so, as soon as I could guarantee 
the delivery of the sarcophagus. Mr. Salt has expressed 
himself willing to take from any purchaser, British or foreign 
(giWng the former the preference) the sum of two thousand 
pounds ; but as Mr. Belzoni has a contingent interest, should 
it produce more than that amount, and as he assured me 
that he could readily dispose of it for three thousand pounds, 
I thought it just that every opportunity should be afforded 
him, and I have hitherto abstained from offering it for 
two thousand pounds. The circumstance of Mr. Belzoni 
not having made you acquainted with his purchaser gives 
rise to a fear on my part that he may not have any recJ pur- 
chaser, and that he has merely named the sum of three 
tliousand pounds in the hope that the Trustees of the Mu- 
seum would take it at that price, which would secure five 
hundred pounds to him (Belzoni). There cannot be a doubt 
that, the sarcophagus having been valued at Thebes at two 
thousand pounds, it ought to sell for one half as much more 
in this country, afler the risk of losing the whole has been 
incurred; but, if this cannot be effected, it is incumbent 
upon me to obtain for Mr. Salt the best price I can for it, 
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without farther reference to Mr. BeIzoni*s contingent in- 
terest. I hope that you will consider the situation I am 
placed in, by my wish to meet Mr. Belzoni's views, as an 
apology for having thus candidly stated my ideas on this 
subject. I have the honour to be, Sir, 

" Yours, &C. B. Richards." 

** To O. A. Brown, Esq." 

FROM O. A. BROWN, ESQ. IK REPLY. 

44 g " Ibbotaon's Hotel, June 9th, 1823. 

*' I regret very much that so long an interval must elapse 
before I can procure an answer from Belzoni relative to the 
disposal of the sarcophagus. He did noi communicate to 
roe the name of the person;. but, from what he said, I have 
no doubt he would readily offer two thousand pounds to you 
for the sarcophagus. I can only say I wish I had the money 
to spare, and I should instantly purchase and present that 
unrivalled remain of antient art to our University. I have 
been absent from town for these last three or four days, or 
I should have replied immediately to your letter. I am go- 
ing to the Solicitor-General*s on Wednesday evening, and 
shall then urge him to interest Parliament in behalf of Bel- 
zoni. I do hope that sufficient liberality may be found in 
that House to lead them to give two thousand pounds to 
Mr. Salt and five hundred pounds to Belzoni, and let the 
sarcophagus remain where it is, and, in fact, where so 
splendid a relic ought to be. I shall be most happy to com- 
municate farther with you upon the subject, and remain. Sir, 

" Yours most faithfully, G. A. Brown.*' 

'^ To B. Richards, Egq." 

Nothing farther passed upon this subject during several 
months. The sarcophagus remained at the British Museum, 
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and Mr. Richards suspended proceedings respecting it till a 
sufficient time had elapsed for receiving an answer from 
Belzoni to Mr. Brown*s communication. In the mean while 
he obtained the two thousand pounds, for Mr. Salt's Col- 
lection from the Museum, and about the same time got the 
annexed short letter from Mr. Salt 



« My dear Richards, " ^"^ •^»" ^ »«»• 

'* I have received your letters, and have not, of course^ 
much to say on the affair of the Museum. One thing sur- 
prises me, that you do not effect the sale with Belzoni, or his 
agent, and give a regular order on the Museum for the sar- 
cophagus, which would bring that point to an issue ; and I 
think such a step absolutely necessary, with a view to ulterior 
proceedings. I send you an extract from the account cur- 
rent of my father's executors, which will put you oai faUy 
as to what have been my expenses, independent of my 
salary. 

<< I feel assured that Mr. Yorke will do all he can for 
me ; and Mr. Bankes, Jun., who in one of his last letters 
says that ' the Collection is well worth Jive thousand 
pounds,' will, I trust, aid and assist. * * * Or if you 
could, at the Foreign Office, be able to lay the matter before 
Mr. Canning, I am confident he is too liberal to see me 
wronged. If I am to have less than four thousand for the 
whoUy I shall think myself very ill-tuedf for it must be re- 
membered that Sir Joseph Banks pressed me into the service. 
Believe me, my dear Richards, 

" Yours very truly, H. S." 

<' B. Richards, Esq." 

In the succeeding November, no letter having arrived 
fh>m Mr. Brown, Mr. Richards commissioned Mr. Beediey, 
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who was going to Cambridge, to call upon that gentlemaDy 
and gave him the following introductory letter. 



n g " London, Nov. 8th, 1823. 

" I have been hoping for some time to receive a commu- 
nication from you upon the subject of the sarcophagus, 
trusting that you might have had an answer from Mr. Bel- 
zoni to your letter in June last, which would either enable 
me to deliver it to his purchaser, or to find another without 
reference to Mr. Belzoni's contingent interest. My friend, 
Mr. Beechey, is going to Cambridge, and will have the plea- 
sure to confer with you on the 'subject, as he is acquainted 
with it. 

<< I am, &c. Bingham Richards.*' 

" To O. A. Brown, Esq.' 



»» 



FROM G. A. BROWN, ESQ. IN REPLY. 

" Sir. " Trinity College, Cambridge, Nov. 20th, 1823. 

<< Upon my return to Cambridge I found the letter which 
you had entrusted to Mr. Bcechey's care, and I have to 
regret that I lost the opportunity of seeing that gentleman. 
I am sorry to say that the letters which I sent to Mr. Bel- 
zoni, under cover to Mr. Douglas, the Consul at Tangier, 
were never delivered to him, but returned to Mrs* Belzoni 
since her arrival in England. In them I gave the substance 
of what had passed relative to the sarcophagus, and I en- 
closed also your letter to me upon the subject. The letters 
have again been sent out to Mr. Belzoni, but even if they 
should reach him, I see no chance of obtaining any answer 
from him ; I can, therefore, say nothing farther in regard to 
the business. I only think it will be an act of the greatest 
injustice to the person who discovered the Tomb, and the 
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valuable sarcophagus it contained, if in the sale of the said 
sarcophagus he is to be entirely overlooked, as far as sharing 
the profits.* I have done what I could to impress the Trus- 
tees of tlie British Museum with a proper sense of what is 
due to Mr. Belzoni's merits; they have shown themselves 
not so sensible of those merits as I could have wished. I 
have endeavoured to interest different persons in Parlia- 
ment upon the matter, and I fear as vainly. It must there- 
fore take its course. I shall be in London this next week, 
and if you have anything to communicate, I shall be happy 
to receive it at Ibbotson's hotel. I remain. Sir, 

'* Your most obedient humble servant, 

« G. A. Brown." 

«« Bingham Richards, Esq.** 

Here the communication between Messrs. Brown and 
Richards seems to have terminated. The strange and du- 
bious conduct of Belzoni, in uniformly evading every appli- 
cation that had been made to him, to specify the name of 
the party from whom the offer of purchase had emanated, 
and his unaccountable neglect in not entrusting even his own 
agent with the secret before he quitted the country, almost 
justified the suspicion entertained by Mr. Richards, that, 
" Mr. Belzoni had never any real offer, and that he merely 

* I confess I do not exactly see the force of this observation. Mr. 
Belzoni had been employed to search for antiquities, and, as baa been 
already shown, was most handsomely remunerated for his services : he 
incurred no risk, that l)eing exclusively Mr. Salt's, to whom whaterer 
was discovered of rifj^ht belonged, the out-lay having been drawn en- 
tirely from his own jnivate resources. Mr. Belzoni had no claim upon 
the antiquities, except such as it was at JMr. 8alt*s pleasure to allow 
him ,• where then was the " injustice T^ If Mr. Brown, or any other 
gentleman, suspected that a rich vein of ore existed in some new-foond 
country, and were to employ, at his sole expense^ a skilful person to 
discover and work it — on whom ought the profits, or the loss, to de- 
volve ? on the employer or on his agent ? — E. 
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attempted to establUh a value, in order to secure to himself 
a sum of five hundred pounds for his contingent interest." 

At the latter end of 1823, or in the beginning of 18249 in 
consequence of the strong feeling excited among several 
distinguished persons, by the insignificant sum awarded to 
Mr. Salt for his Collection, some disposition appears to have 
existed on the part of the Trustees of the British Museum, 
to enter into a fresh negotiation with respect to the sarco- 
phagus, in order to afford Mr. Salt an equivalent for the 
principal and interest of the large sum he had expended 
in assembling his Collection. Some of the Trustees, as 
well as other individual^, deprecated the idea of the sar- 
cophagus being purchased by a foreign power afler it had 
been once in English possession, and lamented the undig- 
nified parsimony which, in matters of this nature, too fire- 
quently regulates the proceedings . of our great National 
Institution : before any measures, however, were decidedly 
taken, Mr. Richards thought it right to address letters to 
several of Mr. Salt's friends in his behalf. The succeeding 
are among the answers received to his applications. 

FROM THE RIGHT HONOURABLE CHARLES YORKE. 

" Bonixigtons, January 30th, 1884. 

'* Mr. Yorke's compliments to Mr. B. Richards, had the 
honour of his letter of the 26th inst. Mr. Yorke is most 
happy to hear that the British Museum is likely to purchase 
the imique sarcophagus procured by Mr. Salt, and that this 
country will be spared the shame of having it sent to a 
foreign Collection after being in English possesskm. Mr. 
Yorke entertains no fear of any cpposition among the 7Vti#- 
iees, or in the House of Commons. Lord Hardwicke, if in 
town February 14th, will probably attend, and Mr. Yorke 
will write to him on the subject. 

•« To Bingham Richards, Esq." 
VOL. II. 2 B 
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FROM WILLIAM J. BANKESy ESQ. 

^^ ^ (« Old Palace Yard, FebroBry 10th, 1824. 

" Domestic calamities and anxiety have prevented my 
sepding an earlier acknowledgement of jour letter. I do 
not observe, from any paragraph in your letter, that you 
seem to be aware that Mr. Salt may be reasonably expected 
in England (or in Europe at the least) in the course of the 
ensuing spring. I applied myself to Mr. Canning some 
months ago, to obtain a leave of absence for him, at his 
request, and Mr. C. Yorke did the same. It was conceded, 
and the leave sent out to him, to the best of my recollection, 
some time early in November last, so that it is probable (or 
at least possible) that he may have it in his possession at 
this very time : and, as he is anxious to come, it may na- 
turally be supposed that he will not delay his departure 
very long. Now, it may be worth considering whether in 
this case (the delays having already gone so far), it may not 
be better to leave the matter pending, so far as respects the 
sarcophagus, until Mr. Salt shall be here to take part and 
judge for himself upon the spot. Such at least, I confess, is 
a little my own impression, and I have suggested to my 
father (the only acting Trustee with whom I am very dosdy 
connected) that it would, perhaps, be best to consider the 
whole bargain for the Collection suspended until that time, 
when something might be arranged (for the whole perhi^) 
more satisfactory to all parties than what has been yet 
done. For I confess that, for my own part, I have never 
been at all satisfied with what was resolved on the last year, 
nor could ever have given my consent to it, on Mr. Salt's 
part, had he in any way authorised me to speak, act, or 
value in his name. At the same time, if your offers froiii 
abroad are very liberal^ and in any way restricted as to time. 
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it should be well looked to, on the uther lianil (in taking care 
of Mr. Salt's interests), that such opportunily be not afao- 
liUely hit before we are sure of a good market for him at 
home ; for I must not disguise from you that, though there 
may be those among the Trustees wlio have a strong wish 
that the sarcophagug should be retained, there are others in 
the numher who conceive, that much too high a value is set 
upon it, and that articles of greater curiosity and merit 
could bo procured for that sum. I am stating to you the 
opinion of others, and not my own ; for although, possibly, I 
may conceive that the sarcophagus taken separately, may 
not justify so great a price, yet I am persuaded that, if 
brou^t upon sale, the produce of the whole Collection which 
Mr. Salt sent over, would rather exceed than fall short 
what it was calculated that he was to receive for the total ; 
selling the sarcophagus ut two thousand five hundred 
pounds. I am, Sir. in haste, your very obedient servant, 
William J. Bankes." 
Perhaps you will favour me with two lines in answer 
previous to the 14th, and I should be glad to know what 

e your last accounts of Mr. Salt-'" 

' B. Ricbudi, Ew|." 

To the last letter Mr. Richards sent an immediate reply, 
n which he states at large his reasons for wishing to bring 
the affair with the Trustees to a direct issue. They have 
cDiuiderable weight, and, taking all the circumstances of the 
case into consideration, he could not probably have done 
better for Mr. Salt's interests than by pressing the matter to 
speedy determination. 

A few days subsequently he was summoned to attend a 
general meeting of the Trustees, and it is from his own 
memorandum, made on his return home, that 1 lake the 
following account of what passed on the occasion. 
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'' I was called," he sa^s, '< before the general meeting of 
Trustees, February 14th, 1824, The Archbishop of Canter- 
burj in the chair, who, addressing himself to me, asked 
whether I had any fresh proposition to make respecting the 
sarcophagus ? I replied. Not any ; your Lordship must be 
aware of all that passed on the Idth of February last year 
respecting it. I was requested to state the sum which 
would satisfy Mr. Salt as a reimbursement for his expenses, 
and which I named to be five thousand pounds. Two thou- 
sand pounds had been awarded to me for the rest of the 
Collection, in consequence of an offer, at that time on the 
table, of three thousand pounds for the sarcophagus, and I 
could now only refer to the former meeting as the basis of 
any present transaction. A gentleman tlien said, he under- 
stood that two thousand pounds might be now nan^ed for the 
sarcophagus. I replied that, under all the circumstances, I 
could not treat for a less sum than three thousand pounds, 
without reference to Mr. Sisdt, who might be on his way to 
England, but of this I had no advice. I then inquired 
whether I might acquaint Mr. Salt that there was a desire 
to purchase. The chairman did not very well see bow I 
could do that. No proposal being farther made to me, I 
retired. On my return into the ante-room I found Mr. 
William J. Bankes, who felt disappointed at the issue of my 
interview, and advised me to take immediate steps to nego- 
tiate with the Bavarian Government for the sale of the 
sarcophagus at four thousand pounds, or any other Govern- 
ment, according to my orders from Salt. 

"B. Richards." 

After this meeting, no farther steps were taken with re- 
spect to the Museum for some weeks. Mr. WiUiam J. 
Bankes strongly advised Mr. Richards to prepare and pre- 
sent a memorial to the body of the Trustees in Mr. Salt's 
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favour. This was accordingly drawn up and forwarded to 
Mr. Wiiliani Bankes, who, with another influential indivi- 
dual, highly approved of it, lliough it ap|>ears that the docu- 
ment was never returned to Mr. Richards, nor 
presented. It is probable, however, from what subsequently 
took place, that these gentlemen had discovered that no re- 
presentation of the kind would have produced any change 
in the determination of the Trustees. Without attempting 
in any respect to investigate the motives which influenced 
the latter throughout the whole of this transaction, it appears 
certain that they at no time evinced any great desire to 
possess tlie Collection, nor to act with the slightest degree 
of liberality ; their proceedings uniformly bearing a much 
stronger aflinily to the trading spirit of a retail dealer than 
to the broad and enlightened victvs that ought to influence 
the managers of a splendid national institution. It may 
indeed be somewhat doubtful wliethcr Mr. Richards, afler 
he had hod such full experience of their mode of conducting 
affairs, would not have acted more judiciously, and possibly 
more for tlie interests of Mr. Salt, had he without farther 
delay offered the sarcophagus to some foreign Government, 
as soon as he found that the Trustees had rejected it, and 
that no purchaser really existed on the part of Belzoni ; or, 
at least, tliat when he att«-ndcd the last meeting of the Trus- 
tees he should have offered it for two thousand pounds, 
ivbich there then seemed »<mu: tlinpo'iilwH on their part to 
have offered, instead of standing out for tliree thousand, as 
ttie only basis on which he could treat. But it must be re- 
membered that he was, in every respect, placed in a must 
delicate situation, and was generally forced to decide on 
the urgency of the occasion. 

Mr. Richards, as usual, communicated his proceedings to 
Mr. Salt at Alexandria, actiuainting liim witli the reopening 
Df ttie negotiation with llie Trustees of ihe Musciiiii. and with 
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the result. The mtelligence reached Mr. Salt when he was 
Buffering from severe bodilj infirmity and fitmi the double 
affliction of the recent death of his wife and ^ild. It was 
then six years since he had first made the offer of his 
Collection^ in the course of which he had sustained much 
pecuniary loss, and had been subfected to no inccmsideraUe 
share of obliquy for his well-intended exertions. Wearied 
out with the vexatious circumstances which unifiarmly at- 
tended the whole transaction, and tired with the endless 
obstacles thrown in the way of bringing matters to a ooo- 
clusion, he seems in his reply to have expressed himnrif 
with a degree of impatience very foreign to his. natural 
character. As his letter, however, places his ideas on the 
subject in a very clear point of view, I should not feel 
justified in withholding it. It is as foUows : 

FROM HENRY SALT„ ESQ. TO BINGHAM RICHARDS, ESQ. 

«« Alemidria, May Sod, 1814. 
** My dear Richards, 

'< I cannot understand upon what grounds you are acting. 
When there was a moment for taking a high tone, when 
the Trustees offered the miserable sum of two thousand 
pounds for the whole of my Collection, excepUng the sarco- 
phagus, * * * * you made no opposition ; accepted the 
money, and compromised me completely on that head : and 
now, that you have nothing in hand but the sarcophagus, 
the sale of which you will find more difficult than you sus- 
pect, and on which / never laid any extravagant value, — 
now, that conciliation was so necessary for my interests^ 
you take up a high tone and demand for the sarcophagus 
three thousand pounds, adopting as your basis, not my in- 
structions, but the offer of Belzoni.* Look back to my 

* *^ Nothing vexes me so much as the circumstance that you should 
have, by this line of acting, given the Trustees reason to suppose that I 
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letter; is there any tiling of this kind in my instructions? 
On the contrary, have I not written to you that with two 
thousand I should be content, even should I have to pay 
five hundred out of this to Bclzoni? But as to his claim, 
nothing could, 1 think, have been more easy than to have 
disposed of it, had you consulted, as I requested, my friend 
Mr. Broughton. A lawyer's letter to BelKoni's agent, de- 
manding the three thousand pounds to be paid down, or that 
you should consider the otTer b-i null altogether and as un- 
worthy your farther notice, and that consequently you should 
dispose of it otherwise to my best advantage, would, I should 
think, have sufficed, and it is my wish that this measure 
may at all events be immediately put in execution. I 
could almost fancy you had been bitten by Belzoni or 
his agent I Offer it for four thousand pounds I where will 
you get half the sum ? 

"The mode in which the Museum seemed inclined to 
settle the matter would have been perfectly sntiafactory : for 
you know 1 had made up my mind to make ffnat sacrifices : 
— the object having been attained in having enriched the 
Museum with a Collection which must be estimated here- 
after u tlie finest Egyptian one in Europe, as for as regards 
Mstuarj'. The Trustees cannot, at least, deprive me of this 



" Pray, my dear Richards, take some means, if possible, 
through my friends Mr. Yorkc and Mr. Bankcs, to correct 
the error you have fallen into, and conclude, if you can, with 
the Museum for two thousand pounds more, on the ground 
of its being in full for the whole of my Collection, including 
the sarcophagus. • • • H. S." 

luivi been Id oolluiiaii all tbe time with tliM prince of iingraurol ad. 
venturer! — Ood knows, on the «mtr«ry, thu I always bulievcd hif offer 
u> be a liutitioui one, and tlot I have but one iH«li, never to have niy 
name iiiupled with his. M'liy ilieii |p-<mnd yuui dcmamU on lii* 
..ffer? ' " II- Salt •■ 
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As matters turned out, however, Mr. Salt was ultimatdj 
no loser by the course that had been pursued by the 
Trustees. The sum which that body had found it inooo- 
venient to vote, for the bare reimbursement of Mr. Salts 
expenses in forming the Collection, one spirited indtYtdual 
and liberal encourager of art declared himself willing to 
advance, on condition of the sarcophagus being placed at his 
immediate disposal. This individual was Mr. now Sir John 
Soane, Bart, who, about the period of the last meeting of 
the Trustees, had communicated to Mr. Richards, I believe 
through Mr. Tyndale of Lincoln's-inn-fields, his wish to pur- 
chase the sarcophagus could it be obtained for two thousand 
pounds. On receiving this intimation, Mr. Richards imme- 
diately informed Mr. William J. Bankes of the offer, and 
requested his advice on the occasion ; when he received the 
foUowing reply, sanctioning the proposal, but under certain 
restrictions. 

'' Soaghton Hall, Feb. 10th, 1824. 

<<D£AR Sir, 
<* As a friend of Mr. Salt (from whom 1 have a letter 
dated in January last, in which he expresses his eagerness 
to have all the matters respecting his Collection terminated) 
I have no hesitation in recommending that Mr. Soane's offer 
should be acceded to, but hope that the reserve in Belzoni*s 
favour has been stipulated for (as first intended) during 
twelve months at least ; Mr. Soane's money and interest 
upon it to be returned in the case of Belzoni coming with a 
larger offer witliin the time specified. Believe me, dear 
sir, in great haste, your very obedient servant, 

"William J. Bankes.'* 

'« To Bingham Richards, Esq." 

The Stipulation in favour of Mr. Belzoni, contained in the 
above letter, occasioned some delay, Mr. Soane having un- 
equivocally stated in his offer that the sarcophagus should 
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be unconditionally placed in his hands, on payment of the 
proposed sum. It was also the wish of Mr. William Bankes, 
t before matters came to a final settlement with Mr. iSoBoie, 
that an appeal should be again made to the Trustees ; and 
accordingly, on the 2ud of April 1824, Mr. Richards ad- 
dressed the following note to them. 

**My Lords and Gentlemen, 
** Having received an offer of two thousand pounds for 
Mr. Salt's sarcophagus, the purchaser* agreeing to. allow: a 
sufficient term for Mr. Belzoni or his agents to produce any 
larger sum, so as to secure to him such benefit as he may 
have it in his power to obtain for his contingent interest, I 
cannot conclude the sale without previously making the 
offer of it to your honourable Board, for the abovenwmed 
sum of two thousand pounds, and subject to the same allow- 
ance of time for the object stated. Requesting the favour 
of an early reply, I have the honour to be, &c 

(Signed) <* Bingham Richards." 

This note was taken into consideration on the 10th of 
April, when the Committee came to the following resolution 
on the subject of its contents. 

** Resolved, — That the Board decline the offer made in Mr. 
Richards's letter, and refer him to the former decision of the 
Trustees at their general meeting of March 15th, 1823. 

(True copy) " Henry Ellis, Sec.' 



.»» 



This definitive refusal on the part of the Trustees, and 
the account of Belzoni's death, which reached England soon 
after, appear to have removed the obstacles which had 

* Mr. Soane, it seems, from the rough draft of the agreement between 
him and Mr. Richards, had been induced, with his accustomed good 
feeling and disinterestedness, to concede two yean for this purpose. — £. 
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hitherto stood in the way of a final arrangement with Mr. 
Soane. In the middle of April Mr. Richards wrote to Mr. 
Planta of the Museum, requesting the delivery oT the saroo- 
phagus after the recess, and sent a copy of his letter to 
Mr. Soane, who without loss of time returned the annexed 
reply. 

« Ldnoohi's-Inn-Fields, April ITth, 18S4. 

"Sib, 
« In answer to yodr letter of the Idth instant, enclosing 
an order to the Trustees of the British Museum for the 
delivery of the alabaster sarcophagus to me, upon the pay* 
ment of two thousand pounds, I beg to inform you thai a 
draft for that sum is at your disposal, whenever the property 
is legally delivered at my house. I am Sir, 

** Your obedient humble servant, John Soane." 

«i To lM«gi»M» Richards, Esq." 

- In consequence of Mr. Richards's application to Mr. Phmta, 
the sarcophagus was removed from the Museum, and finally 
placed in Mr. Soane's house on the 12th of May 1824. 

It had been the laudable wish and hope of many indivi- 
duals, anxious for the credit of the nation, that the entire 
Collection should have been purchased by the Museum, and 
to the last Mr. William Bankes, in particular, entertained 
sanguine expectations of that object being accomplished ; 
finding, however, that all his efibrts had fiEuled in awakening 
the Trustees to a sense of Mr. Salt's merits, and of what 
was due to their own reputation, it was his declared inten- 
tion to move, the first opportunity which occurred in Parlia- 
ment, that the sum of one thousand pounds should be voted 
to Mr. Salt as an additional remuneration for his exertions. 
This design however, probably from his having ascertained 
its small chance of success, he never appears to have put in 
execution. Perhaps too he felt, in the event of Mr. Salt's 
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inability, from ill health, to continue in tlie Consulate, ^at 
the mortifying' treatment exjwrienced by the latter on the 
recent occasion, might form a strong grounil for his being 
permitted to resign his otKcc U|)od some small retiring 
pension. That this was Mr. Salt's own \iev of the matter 
appears from the annexed letter to Mr. Richards, and in- 
deed, had he been able to have returned upon the leave of 
absence granted him by Mr. Canning, it seems likely that 
something of the kind would have been effected, through 
the interposition of that accomplished scjiolar and lamented 
statesman. 

EXTRACT OF A LBTTER FROM HENHT SALT, ESQ. TO 
BINGRAM RtCHARDa, ESQ. 

'• Alexandria, July Srd IBS4. 
■■ Dear Richards, 
" 1 have had great pleasure in receiving yours of the 3rd 
of Marcti, and have no doubt you will have had before this 
my letter of May tlie 2nd, so that 1 have to hope you will 
by this time have terminated all matters relative to the 
sarcophagus. If the Museum should have refused my offer 
at two thousand pounds, to complete the price of my Collec- 
tion, I wish you immediately to accept that of Mr. Soane. 
Should you have succeeded in getting two thousand five 
hundred pounds, I should be of course better pleased, but 
even with the two thousand, I shall be better xitiafitif 
than to have the matter left in a state of uncertainty, espe- 
cially as it gives me a greater claim, together with what I 
have suffered here, upon the Government in case I should 
become incapable of pursuing my public duties. • • • 
" Yours, &c. ' H. Salt." 
"P.S. 7th of July, — I have received yours of the 3tst of 
May — approve most fully of the sale — have opened this 
lettfrr to tell you so. The ship is on dejiarture. H. S." 

'■ To Binghsm Richards, Ew).' 
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When the purchase of the sarcophagus was completed by 
Mr. Soancy Mr. Richards acquainted some o£ Mr. Salt's 
friends with the circumstance, and the intelligence seems to 
have afforded them satisfaction, however they might lament 
the inadequacy of the total amount obtained as the price of 
the whole of the Collection. Among others he addressed a 
letter to Mr. Hamilton, then at Naples, and as the reply is 
written with great good-feeling, and appears to embody what 
was generally felt on the occasion, I give it insertion. 

TO tflNGHAM RICHARDS, ESQ. 

<' Naples, May 8th, 1824. 

"Dear Sir, 
** Your brother was so good as to bring me your kind 
letter of the 15th of April, in which you do me the honour 
to mention your reasons for disposing of Mr. Salt's sarco- 
phagus to Mr. Soane. I think you have judged rightly, 
though I cannot but regret that it is not in the Museum : 
I always thought that the Trustees had made an offer of 
two thousand pounds, and that the hitch lay between that 
sum and two thousand five hundred pounds, always for the 
Museum. However it is satisfactory that it does not go out 
of England. Much is certainly due to Mr. Salt for the 
intelligence and industry with which he has pursued his 
search of the Egyptian antiquities, and applied liimself at 
the same time to the study of their sacred language, and I 
hope ere long his friends in Parliament will get something 
done for him, which shaU do more than merely reimburse 
his expenses. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

" Yours, &c. William Hamilton." 



Thus terminated this discreditable transaction. After a 
lapse of six years, from the period of Mr. Salt's first offer of 
his antiquities, he received finally through the Museum, 
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exactly one half uf the sum which ))e had expended in 
forming ihe Collection. His risk, his activity, perseverance, 
and judgment in assembling it, all pasNcd wholly unre- 
WBrded, and had it not been for tlie liberality of one 
splendid-minded individual, he would actually have been a 
loser of two tliousand pounds by his disinterested ex.ertions 
in the service of his country. Nor must it be forgotten 
that, in the course of the above period, he had presented 
the Museum with several valuable antiquities, besides the 
Memnon's Mead, which, in conjunction with Burkhardt, he 
had gratuitously placed within its walls. 

On a review of tlie documents, ainr for the first time-sub- 
mitted to the public, the whole of this iransuction may be 
shortly summed upas follows. At the time of Mr. Salt's being 
appointed to the Consulate of Egypt, his friend, the late Sir 
Joseph Banks, then a very influential member among the 
Trustees, pressed him to avail himself of the opportunities 
his situation seemed likely to afford, to collect antiquities 
for the British Museum. With this request Mr. Salt rea- 
dily complied, and had no sooner reached the country than 
he warmly entered upon the speculation. He was fond of 
pursuits uf this nature, and finding his owp wishes sanc- 
tioned by such an authority as Sir Joseph's, he engaged in 
the undertaking with a greater degree of zeal than possibly 
the dictates of selfish prudence might justify. In the first 
instance, his efforls were necessarily circumscribed by the 
confined nature of his resources, but not long aflcr his 
arrival in Egypt, he came into possession, by his father's 
death, of about five thousand pounds, and from that moment 
he appears to have launched into the wide sea of specula- 
tive discovery. 

Hb endeavours were crowned with success beyond his 
most sanguine hope, us, in a comparatively short tim^ his 
activity and liberality had secured to hJm a Collection 
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which excited the admiration and the envy of his numerous 
competitors. No sooner was it assembled in 1818, than he 
wrote a private letter to his friend Mr. Hamilton, offisring 
his Collection, at a fair valuation, to Government, for the 
British Musemn and the Roytl Academy, and requesdng 
the advice of that able and experienced individual as to the 
best mode of accomplishing his purpose : with this letter he 
also sent, privately, a list of prices, at which the several 
articles appear to have been valued by the numerous foreign 
*< Savans** then assembled in Egypt, some of whom had 
actually made him splendid offers for more than one of the 
antiquities in his possession, all of which he refused from 
his desire to send the entire Collection to England, and his 
wish to avoid the imputation of being considered a dealer. 
The letter and the priced list were, in an incautious mo- 
ment, submitted by Mr. Hamilton to Sir Joseph Banks, and 
the publicity thus given to these documents produced, as 
has been before stated, an outcry against Mr. Salt as 
unreasonable as it seems to have been groundless. • 

For his well*intended proposal he received' nothing but 
censures and upbraidings, and even these notices of his 
offer were delayed till the February of the following year. 
In the mean while Mr. Salt had been induced to give Mr. 
Belzoni a lien on the sarcophagus, which subsequently 
proved very detrimental to his interests, and seems to have 
been employed by others as a subterfuge for awarding him 
the trifling amount which he finally obtained for the rest of 
his Collection. No sooner, however, had he gained intelli- 
gence of the mode iii which his proposition had been re- 
ceived in England, than he hastened to offer the whoie of 
his Collection to the Museum, without any stipuladona as te 
price, and at the same time stated the contingent claim be 
had given Belzoni on the sarcophagus, in consequence of 
the extravagant sum that had been set upon it by that indi* 
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vidua). This unconditioual surrender of his property, which 
was made by Mr. Salt in his letter to Sir Joseph Banks in 
the early part of 1819, appears to have afforded pretty ge. 
neral satigfaction ; though, in fact, it did not greatiy differ 
from the one he had previously proposed, viz. " tliut the . 
Collection should be token by Government at a fair valua- 
tion estimated by such persons lu it migla think proper to 
appoint." 

Although the offer now made was received with approba- 
tion, yet no steps seem to have been taken in the bugineM 
for a considerable time, probably in consequence of tlie 
death of Sir Joseph Banks, and it was not till afler a letter 
had been received from Salt, by Mr. William J. Bankes in 
January 1822, noticing his former offer of the Collection, 
that the matter was taken into consideration on the llth of 
May of the same year, when a Committee of tlie Trustees 
cante to the resolution of wholly rejecting the sarcophagus, 
in consequence " of the high price placed upon it hi/ Mr. 
liehmii." 

No farther progress appears to have been made in the 
affair during this year, and the Trustees separated for the 
recess, without even giving their officers instructions to de- 
liver the article to Mr. Belzooi's purchaser, if such a person 
were really in existence. Tlius, and without having the 
sarcophagus valued, completely compromising the interests 
of Mr. Salt, and those of Mr. Belzooi ; die latter of whom 
had all along persisted in declaring that he had a buyer 
ready at three thousand pounds, and would deposit two 
thousand five hundred pounds in the hands of Mr. Salt's 
banker, the moment he could obtain possession of the ar- 
ticle. In tliis manner was the opportunity lost of ascer- 
taining the accuracy of Mr. Belzoni's statements, and, at 
the next meeting of the Trustees, it appears he had already 
departed to a far distant land, without even leaving the 
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name of his purchaser with his awn confideniiai ageni and 
cMomey* 

With these proceedings Mr. Salt remained for some time 
unacquainted, but, having learned in the interim that his 
CoUection had for the most part reached England, he 
deemed it expedient, in order to put an end to the suspense 
in which he had so long been kept, to renew the offer he 
had made to the Trustees in 1819, through Sir Joseph 
Banks ; and accordingly, on the 10th of May 1822, he ad- 
dressed the letter to that body, which has been already 
given, and sent full powers to Mr. Richards to act as his 
agent in the affair. 

The Trustees, in consequence, once more met, in the early 
part of 1823, when they again rejected the sarcophagus, and 
offered two thousand pounds for the rest of the antiquities ; 
exactly half the amount which, they then knew, the C(^- 
lection had cost Mr. Salt, and throwing on his hands, with- 
out even having it properly valued, the most unsaleable arti- 
cle of the whole, taking for tl.eir guide, not the fair estimate 
of competent judges, but the extravagant price put upon 
it by Mr. Bclzoni. In this way was the Collection split, 
and Mr. Richards, in a manner, compelled to accept of the 
insignificant sum that had been proposed^ The matter 
being thus disposed of, Mr. Richards lost no time in endea- 
vouring to discover Mr. Belzoni*s purchaser ; but no such 
personage was forthcoming. 

In the mean while some individuals, and a portion of the 
Trustees themselves, became interested in Mr. Salt's behalf, 
and felt anxious for the credit of the nation, that the Col- 
lection should not be divided, but that the whole should 
remain in the British Museum. Through their represen- 
tations a disposition was manifested by the Trustees to 
reconsider their decision, and Mr. Richards was again sum- 
moned, early in 1824, to attend a General Meeting. 



THF. EGYPTIAN ANTIQUITIES. 




This meeting, however, ended like the foregoing ones, 
though some inclination was evinced, on the part of several 
or the members, to give two thousand pounds for the sarco- 
phaguB, and ttiuit maLe up the amount to Mr. Salt of the 
money he had actiuiUy expended. But to this proposition 
^fr. Richards did not feel hiniEelf authorised t 
the affair passed over withour anything specific being de- 
termined. 

About this period Mr. Soane made his proposal of two thou- 
sand pounds for the article, which was conditionally accepted 
by Mr. Richards, but, before he concluded the treaty, it was 
thought right to again apply to the Trustees, and make them 
the offer of the sarcophagus at the above sum. This pro* 
posal, however, being also rejected, the article was delivered 
to Mr. Soane after g stipulated time had been allowed for 
any purchaser of Mr. Belzoni's to come forward with a more 
advantageous offer. 

It has been too much the prevailing notion to consider 
Mr. Belzoni as the only party aggrieved in the course of 
these proceedings ; but with how small a degree of justice 
will probably appear from the foregoing statemenl. Mr. 
Salt had been urged to form a collection for the British Mu- 
seum — he had entered zealously into the undertaking, and, 
in carrying it into effect, had expended nearly the whole of 
his private property. Mr. Belonzi was justly recommended 
to his notice, as a person well qualified by his perseverance 
and abilities to aid him in the objects of hig pursuit; and his 
services were accepted and amply repaid by Mr, Salt, years 
before the latter had himself realised a single penny of die 
large sum he had disbursed. The risk of every description 
was exclusively his own, yet he had the liberality to remu- 
nerate his agent, during the comparatively short time he was 
in his employ, to an amount which, in one way or another, 
was equivalent to a year's income of his Consular salary ; 
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to say nothing of the contingent interest he had given him 
in the sarcophagus. Of what, then, had Mr. Belzoni to com- 
plain ? He received what may be termed prompt and full 
payment for his services, at least so fiur as Mr. Salt was con- 
cerned ; while his employer, a£ter an interval of many years, 
by a mere accident, and with infinite risk, discomfort, and 
vexation, succeeded at length in recovering the bare amount 
of the money which he had so freely hazarded. 

Before I conclude my account of this painful and, in a 
national sense, mortifying transaction, I must b^ leave to 
observe, that if I have at any time expressed myself strong- 
ly in the course of the above narrative, I trust the circum- 
stances of the case will be found sufficiently cogent to justify 
my animadversions. I have no motives which can induce 
me to pass a censure lightly on the Trustees of the British 
Museum ; and I only regret, from the treatment my friend 
Mr. Salt experienced at their hands, that it appears difficult 
to extend to them, in their collective ci^iacity, the degree 
of consideration to which they are in other respects unques- 
tionably entitled. 
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A DESCRIPTIVE POEM, 
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If sloiioiu ttraetores and immortal deedi 
Enlarge the thoughts and tet our souls on fire, 
My tongue has been too cold in Bgjrpt's praise,— 
The Queen of Nations and the boast of times — 
Mother of science, and the house of gods. 

Yovvo'a ButirU. 
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Albxandria, Jult 10th, 1824. 
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This Poem was printed with a view to divert the Author^s 
attention whilst suffering under severe affliction, as well as 
to give encouragement to a very worthy man, the Printer. 
It is the first English work carried through the presir in 
Alexandria ; and, as the compositor was entirely ignorant of 
the language in which it is written, the difficulties that ex- 
isted in correcting the proof-sheets may be easily imagined. 
This, it is hoped, may excuse many errors. The notes are 
unavoidably delayed. 

Should the contents of this little work bring back any 
agreeable recollections to the minds of travellers, of the 
various scenes they have noticed in passing through Egypt, 
the object of its Author will be, in a great measure, attained ; 
beyond this, the only satisfaction he can promise himself 
consists in the gratification of those friends to whom it is 
dedicated. 
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EoYPT, renown'd of old, demands my song, 
High fuvour'd land, where Nilus sweeps along 
His course majestic with full flowing stream. 
And back reflects to day the sun's bright beoin. 
Sweep on in triumph, nohle river, sweep 
TTiy welcome waters to the thirsty deep. 
While Tegla's distant mountains, cold and high. 
From their vast fountains a fresh stream supply. 
Oh ! how I love along thy banks to stray. 
And watch the fish that on thy bosom play; 
Mark from thy bed the scaly crocodile 
Steal his slow pace, and turn his head ere while 
In cautious fear ; while screams the pelican. 
With flapping wings that heavy seeks to rise ; 
Or in extended phalanx mounts tl 
And dini the welkin with its shrill hoarse cries: 
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Or. lazy resting 'neath some shady tree, 

List to the rustling leaves above, and aee 

The turtle cooing to his gentle bride. 

As fond she nestles happy by his side ; 

Or view the blue-wing'd pigeon's idle brood 

Disport and wanton on thy summer flood : 

Or trace the goose of Nile, with tender c 

Her offspring leach t' avoid the sportsman's snare ; 

Now bid them on the surface shoot along. 

Now dive beneath, now with the current glide. 
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And now protect them with her sheltVing side. 
Braving ev'n death to save them : — this among 
His sacred characters wise Hertnes drew, 
Emblem of care maternal, emblem true 
Of that affection fathomless which fills 
A parent's breast, whose holy balm distills 
Its essence from tliat fountain pure of Love, 
Which blesses man below, and saints above. 

III. 
How pleasant, too, along thy stream to sail. 

And catch the fragrance of the morning gale ; 

Watch the bright orb of day in glory rise, 

Taking his course aloft through cloudless skies ; 

Or passing by each village, with its mosque, 

Half hid in trees, or by some gay kiosque,J 

Observe thy native children, blithe and rude» 

Bathe their young shining limbs in thy smooth flood ; 

Or mark the jar well-poised on maiden^s head, 

As up the bank she hurries, — round her spread 

A dark blue veil, which ever and anon 

She lifls aside, as to be gazed upon ; 

Or listen to the hum of water-wheels 

By uncouth oxen turn'd, a rustic sound ; 

And the loud crack of 'labouring whip, that tells 

The peasant's watchful heed, where, planted round, 

The sunt, the tamarisk their shade extend. 

And to the sun-scorch'd hind a grateful refuge lend. 

IV. 

Nor do thy banks, O Nile I such scenes pollute 

As shame, in Ind', the sacred Gunga*s stream — 

Scenes terrible to view, unhallow'd fruit 

Of superstitious fancy : — oft the gleam 

Of glaring sun from forth grey mist doth stream 

On bloated corpse, that now doth lightly swell 
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Its breast above the waters, now makes seen 

The reninants of dark features, limbs that tell 

A sad and sickening story — sight obscene I 

While close behind there often riseth by 

Some monstrous fish with red voracious eye, 

That watches keen his fast consuming prey, 

Half putrid, floating down. Nor yet despise 

Those who commit such horrors in thine eyes, 

But with compassion view their acts ; — the cause 

A virtuous feeling — when an old man draws 

Nigh to his end, from age or dire disease. 

Unto the Gunga's banks, his mind to ease. 

Prompted by filial love his children hie, 

And stuff his mouth with clay, and leave him there to die. 

V. 

Then doth the holy stream him take away. 

And to the pale survivors 'tis a day 

Of high rejoicing — Poor deluded men ! 

Soon shall arrive the hour when ye shall scan 

Such loathsome follies with an eye of shame : 

Not then the Santon's, but the murderer's name. 

Shall stamp the wretch who dare such deed proclaim ; 

No longer then on Saugur's blood-stain'd shore. 

Where 'mid her sunderbunds fierce tigers roar. 

By false enthusiasm led away. 

Shall frantic mothers to swift rushing tide 

Consign their infant babes, and view with pride 

The alligator seize his helpless prey, 

Plunge 'mid the waves with his unhallow'd food^ 

And stain the reeking waters with their blood. 

VI. 

Yet when thy floods, O Nile ! pour o'er the land, 
Tremendous is the desolation there ; 
The villagers despairing on the strand 
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Weep o'er thy ravages ; the fields all bare 

And drowu'dy that snuled, erewhile, both green and gay^ 

With gourds and melons deck'd, now swept away^ 

Their cottages in ruins carried down 

By thy unsparing waters, trees o'erthrowi^ 

And bleating cattle, which in vain in^^re 

Man's saving hand, while he with fruitless nuiaii 

And futile toil, to save his winter's store. 

Labours to build a little dyke with reeds. 

And for a moment hopes — - the Nile recedes, 

But comes one sweeping wave^ and every hope is gone I 

VII. 

Then is the country round one wide expause^ 

O'er which 'tis painful for the eye to glance^ 

Of rushing waters, from the Libyan hills. 

For lordly Pyramids of old renown'd, 

To where his waving line Mokattam swells. 

With rocks and high embattled turrets crown'd ; 

And villages, as islands, rise between. 

And dati^trees bending with their golden fhitt 

Half scatter'd to the waters, which the poor 

Amphibious natives gather to recruit 

Exhausted nature's sufferings ; — ^'tis. a scene 

To wake strange feelings — men, thus insecure, 

Resign'd to fate as in their happier days, 

And blessing still their God with thankfulness and praise. 

VIII. 

And when old Ocean sends his tempests forth. 
In all their fickle fury from the north, 
The air is blacken'd, and the lurid sky 
Threatens as were some heavy judgment nigh. 
It comes, it comes J the lofty palm-trees bend. 
And sycamores, the growth of ages, rend 
Up with their roots the bank — affrighted Nile 
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Shakeii his hoar tresses, that all smooth erewhJIe 
Flow'd graceful down, — while on witii dastaril throng, 
Their vast saiii shiver'd, reeling, plunge along 
The unrul}' barks: — the storm still fiercer raves; 
And yon catm'd spot amid the bluBlering waves 
Sleeps o'er an hapless boat gone headlong dowo, 
Unto destruction gone, — • the mast alone, 
Heart-rending sight I Htill quivers to the shock. 
And long shall stand, like to a threatening rock, 
To warn the stranger ; — the dun buffalo 
Turns to the storm his back, and waits the throe 
Of labouring nature ; — swift on wings of dread 
The screaming vulture flies, and dim the sun 
Sets as in stagnant blood ; — the natives run 
With garments huddled close around their head 
Unto the nighcst shelter : — night's at hand, 
And universal terror shrouds the strand. 

IX. 

Nor think ye yet the city's precincts tree 
From dread and peril on such siorniy night : 
Drives through the streets a sandy hurricane, 
And man and beast unto close covert flee ; 
Then should a spark of fire by chance alight 
On some broad terrace strew'd with fragile cane, 
The scene presents to view a frightful sight : 
Thick volumed flame to every blast of wind 
Bursts forth in snatches, like a giant's arm 
Eager to grasp ita prey; roof after roof 
Within its gripe it seizes, stand aloof 
Base Copt and Arab, wider spreads th' alarm. 
Flashes the fire out-ragtng — 'tis a fiend 
Whose form each moment more terrific grows, 
With liair upstreaming, hell's own lustre glows, 
Death in his front and horror in his eye, 
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That laughs in scorn at every pealing crash 

Of dome or minar — Hark I the piercing cry 

Of human anguish mingles with the clash; 

Then all is silent ! strange unearthly pause 

That ev'n the ruffians round for one short moment awes. 

Yes, all is silent ! — vam too hope of aid, 

For where that cry burst forth is now one raid 

Of red and reckless flame -*- <' Work, work away, 

** Ye sturdy vassals with stout iron staves, 

'< Worthy of better masters, now display 

" Your hardy courage ;" every nerve they strain. 

Mocking at danger — should such men be slaves ? 

** The reeling column yields, down ^th yon wall, 

** Your lives as ours are staked upon its fall.** 

Tis done, 'tis done t and the soul breathes again. 

And hope relumes once more each anxious eye 

Of the by-standers, and the stormy sky 

Is hush'd, as morning breaks, in sweet tranquillity. 

XI. 

But who shall paint that strange, that aching void. 

Exhausted nature feels when all is tried 

In vain, on night like this, to gain repose ? 

Amid distemper'd dreams the eyelids close. 

But no refreshment follows, — thoughts confiised 

Of crackling flames, shrill shrieks, and houses falling. 

Of Turks in fury raging, Arabs bawling, 

Of flickering Are throughout the air diffused. 

Form in the mind an heterogeneous mass 

Of vague existence ; — strange ! but let there pass 

One tranquil hour of pure and placid sleep. 

The mind to consciousness awakes to weep 

0*er its frail powers: — sad lesson this to pride I 

Powers, at their best, to madness near allied. 
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XII. 

But short the time, O Nile I thy tempests last ; 
With Spring's first dawn thy inundation 's past : 
And now serenely on thy waters glide, 
Lifling along a thousand barks that ride 
O'er thy waves proudly, — others 'gainst the stream, 
As greets the mom the sun's aspiring beam, 
Their high-peak'd sails to gentle breeze unfurl, 
While 'neath their prow the eddying waters curl ; 
And painted canjas, plied by dusky throng. 
Straining hoarse throat to inharmonious song, 
With silken banner waving, streamers gay. 
Across thy current cleave their rapid way. 
And here and there is seen a clumsy bark, 
Crowded with man and beast — a Noah's ark, 
Forcing from side to side its lingering track, 
To where attending groups in patience 3tand, 
Or with their burthens crouching line the strand. 
It is a pleasant sight — a living scene. 
None will forget that ever once hath seen, 
T*hat doth refresh the mind on looking back. 

XIII. 

And what upon the banks is all this crowd, 
Which bustling fills the air with clamour loud ? 
'Tis a rude throng, upon some festal day. 
That trades and barters its small wares away ; 
Grey-bearded elders quarrelling for a para, 
And youngsters, new to life, that do not care a 
Fig for the world, their turbans set awry, 
And the hot booza sparkling in their eye ; 
Frowzy faquirs begging from all tliey meet ; 
Young Almas lewd, dancing with naked feet 
To the strain d tarabok's harsh sound, and boys. 
With cheeks distended like the piping faun. 
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That blow the shriil zumamiy— - hideout noise ( 

As cry of swine for food at break of down ; 

And children riding in the tum-abooty 

Brim-full of folly : — ^"tis a rabble rout 

Of vidgar dissipation, like the crew 

That haunts thy motley &ir» renown'd BartholoDiew I 

XIV. 

And such, no doubt, of old the feasts impure 

To Mendes sacred, where licentious bands 

Of youths and maidens, trick'd out to allure. 

Carried about his image in their hands 

In solemn pomp ; or that where the happy crowd. 

In strains exulting, utter*d praises loud 

To their loved Isis, to Bubastis dread. 

While shook the sounding sistrum o*er their head 

The frantic priestess:-— life is still the sam^ 

And though we dignify with olJier name 

Our follies, passions, yet, in spite of all. 

We are but creatures frail that needs must fall, 

Without thy saving hand, who gavest us breath. 

The God of Israel's host, the Lord of life and deadi f 

XV. 

Was it not here thy power stood manifest. 
When Pharaoh dared oppose thy high behest ? 
When rose the Magi up in proud array 
Before the royal throne, and mock'd thy sway ? 
Then did thy servant Moses take his rod. 
And do such wonders as abased their pride. 
Set forth the majesty of the living God, 
And struck their hearts with terror — far and wide 
Through Egypt's realm the fearful tidings spread. 
And Nepth's and Aromun's idols bow'd their head, * 
And thy vast temples, Memphis, Tsan and No, 
To their deep basements rock'd with dread, and lo I 
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The King himself, " immortal, friend of Pthali, 
" Son of the xun, on eartli a deity, 
" Whose rule is bounded only by the sky." 
Let fall his sceptre and stood mute with awe, 
While Moses stretcli'd his ann towards Nile's broa<l H 
And changed its running waters into blood. 



Turn we to yonder rocky desert now, 
Wliere to the adnuring gaze majestic rise 
s to which all others bow 
littleness, unto the skies 
Lifting their heads in glory, vast, sublime, 
That have, alone, for untold ages post 
Proudly defied the ravages of time. 
And o'er so many generations cast 
Their mystic shadows — emblems of the sun. 
The boy-god Horus on his lion-throne. 
Mysterious temples I tombs of sovereigns dread. 
Gone to the dust, whose very memory 's dead ! 
Fabrics immortal ! if to work of man 
Such boast be hiwful. Come, and let us scan 
Their form, position, structure ; now descending 
Through lonely passages with dubious light, 
And now our steps in strange emotion bending 
To lotiy galleries, whose fearful height 
Mocks the dim taper's radiance, 'till we come 
Unto a desolate chamber, and a tomb 
Of polish'd granite fashion'd — vain display I 
For ev'n the very bones are swept away ; 
Nor through the gloom obscure is aught descried. 
Save here and there a solitary bat. 
Sole tenant of this mansion of big^ state. 
That flaps his dusky wingg in scom of human pride. 
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XVII. 

Or let us mount the venerable pile, 

And track the course meandering of the Nile 

By Memphis* groves; — does not the heart expand 

At sight of this famed spot, where priests of old, 

Skill'd the wise laws of nature to unfold, 

By kings revered, ruled o'er the happy land. 

Now mark'd by dusky mounds?-^ then see elate 

M isr, the ^< Queen of Cities," crown'd with towers 

Up to the clouds aspiring *mid her bowers, 

And domes and minars throned in iofly state ; 

Or trace the point where Rhoda's shaded isle, 

Famed for its Mikias, divides the Nile ; 

Then catch its lessening stream that glittering flows 

By Shubra's splendid kiosks, till the aching sight. 

Scarcely its course discerning, lost in light. 

To the green plain returns to seek repose^ — 

A plain of waving com extending wide. 

Whose sight alone might wake a monarch's pride. 

XVIII. 

And there are mouldering tombs about this pile 
To make the mind in serious hour reflect, 
Whose tenants, long released from toil and dread, 
Now form a part of th* earth on which we tread. 
Some died in war, perchance, and some of bile ; 
Some kiird by too much care, some by neglect ; 
And friends attached have sculptured on the wall 
Their pious acts, their history, and all 
That might in life delight In this we trace 
The favoured hero of a kingly race, 
Rich in domestic comforts, beeves, and kine : 
To please his fancy, Nature, Art combine. 
And place their various treasures at his feet ; 
Wild fowl, and fish of Nile, the ostrich fleet, 
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The wild hyaena, and the spotted pard, 
The crane, the capricom, the wild gazelle. 
Borne by attending slaves, in triumph, tell 
His rank and consequence ; while, near, a bard 
Sings to the harp his deeds ; light tables tlierc, 
Spread out with luscious fruits and viands rare, 
Invite his appetite, and many a guest. 
Inhaling odorous flowers, partakes the feast« 

XIX. 

Thus, after all, but poor is earthly fame. 

Whether or not connected with a name : 

Bustling of ants, the busy hum of bees, 

Each in its way, no doubt, has charms for these ; 

The beaver builds an house no waters spoil. 

Yet trifling, to our thought, his mimic toil ; 

Sublime to eyes below the eagle's flight. 

Borne on the winds of heaven from human sight — 

Yet 'tis a pitiful exploit to soar 

Above the earth a league or two, — no more. 

So, to the ken of angels, man's short strife. 

His hopes, his struggles, glory, honour, life, 

Must as thin shadows pass, as bubbles gleam. 

That rise, and puf!^ and burst on Nile's wide turbid stream. 

XX. 

All sublunary joys at best are vain ; 
Men are but galley-slaves, with each his chain : 
Of iron fashion'd some must sorely gall, 
Of lighter metal this, and that of silk. 
Others so gilded o'er you well might call 
Them gold at first sight, but we cannot bilk 
Fate's stern resolve ; for howsoe'er it be, 
Tis still a chain, and irksome to the free : 
Man*8 heart is covetous of the life to come. 
And pants his soul to reach its native home. 
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I. 
Come, haste we now, ere raging winter's frown 
Forbids the voyage, haste we, floating down 
Unto the sea-girt coast;—- the Nile is past — 
Adieu I ye date-groves and ye verdant plains, 
Whose cheering aspect memory still retains ; 
For we must bid ye now a long fareweU, 
Between two ridges high and dull to sail, 
That skirt the broad canal, until at last 
We reach all tired, perchance, by pale moon*light» 
A range of rugged mounds that marks the site 
Of Alexandria, name for aye renowned I 
Where high embattled walls with castles crown'd, 
In vain display, at an exceeding cost, 
Dazzle the sight, but ill defend the coast. 

II. 
And this the city Alexander's pride 

Destined to rule the world I as o'er the waste 

On landing here his searching eye he cast, 

And eager thus exclaim'd, ** My commerce wide 

'< O'er India stretches, Persia dreads my sway, 

<< And Africa's dark sons in fear obey, 

" This, then, our seat of empire," — Erring man I 

But little in the future couldst thou scan ; 

Not all thy talents by the gods inspired, 

Not all the ardour that thy bosom fired, 

Could reach thine aim ; though brilliant, short thy life ; 

Thy death lefl half the world in dubious strife : 

Nor could thy comprehensive mind foresee. 

How dim the lustre of that dynasty 
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Thine Egypt sway*d, despots of haughty state, 

But fit alone thy faults to imitate, 

Depraved by vices thitherto unknown. 

With sisters, brothers shared the incestuous throne. 

Till God in anger swept the race away. 

And to the Roman eagle gave the land a prey. 

III. 
Yet noble was the enterprise to join 

Divided continents, and thus combine, 

On what was erst a barren spot and drear, 

The wealth and produce of each hemisphere ; 

To sandy rocks uncouth and naked strand 

Succeeded palaces and cultured land 

0*erilow'd with Nile's sofl waters, the blue sea 

On either side pour'd forth its treasury 

Of countless vessels, — 'twas a glorious sight, 

To view their glittering sails, by morning light. 

Sweep o*er the smooth and wide-extended bed 

Of Mareotis' lake, whose banks were spread 

Witli the rich harvest of the luscious vine, 

Osiris* first, best gifl ; while through the line 

Of column'd porticoes, and arcades proud, 

*Rose the deep murmur of the awakening crowd — 

IV. 

A crowd unruly, full of discontent. 
Inclined to strife, dissentious, turbulent; 
Who ofl, by some mad demagogue set on, 
Would tear the prefect from his ivory throne, 
As happcn'd once, their punishment severe, 
When Diocletian vow'd, in furious mood. 
Promiscuous slaughter till his horse in blood 
Of rebel foe were drencli'd ; — then havoc raged 
Wide o'er the field, nor was his wrath assuaged 

VOL. 11. 2 1) 
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Till fell a chief whose blood aspiring stain'd 
The royal vest, when quick his voice refrained 
The angry troops from fight, that hillock near. 
Where yon tall piUar rears its head in pride. 
Memorial of his mercy, — now the guide 
Of watching seaman, as by Pharos' fort 
His wind-toss'd bark comers rolling into port. 

V. 

There met the Indian with dose silken vest. 

The pale-faced Jew, the Greek with haughty cresty 

The wise Phenician, and the sons of Tyre 

Rich in the wealth of Tarshish and Ophyr, 

The long-robed Persian, humbled then his gait» 

The learn'd Chaldean sage with head elate^ 

The happy natives from blest Mero^', 

And Scythians hardy from the Northern sea, 

Arabs from Hadramaut and Yoktan's shore 

With myrrh and frankincense and spices rare, — 

And Afric's children wild, with welcome store 

Of shining gold, their emboss'd shield and spear. 

With poison'd barb, reluctantly laid by, ^ 

Rude innate courage sparkling in their eye, — 

The uncouth Blemmyes, with look askant, 

Dragging along the bulky elephant, 

Or monstrous serpent that still hissing raves. 

Or leading gently the giraffa on 

With head erect before the royal throne. 

Where sat the king 'mid priests and trembling slaves. 

Who wait his pleasure to admire or frown. 

VI. 

Of that vast palace, where the throne was set. 
And crowds obeisant bow'd before their king. 
Where 'mid its clustered aisles collected met 
The thousand luxuries which from commerce springs 



CANTO II. 403 

That dazzling shone to bless the monarch's reign, 

No relics save two obelisks remain, 

Of granite form'd, with such perfection wrought 

That chiefs and mighty conquerors have sought. 

Their clamorous people^s fickle taste to please, 

Them to remove as trophies o'er the seas. 

A Caesar destined one, so Pliny writes, 

To deck the noblest city boasts our earth ; 

And Julian in epistle fair invites 

Its transport to the town that gave him birth ; 

Vain their design, for when the vessels saw 

Its weight tremendous, they shrank back with awe. 

Undaunted still, Britannia's daring host 

Had borne it off in triumph to their coast. 

But for the strange perverseness of one man, 

Who thwarted, ruler of the hour, their plan : 

So still neglected in the dust it lies. 

For future heroes no inglorious prize. 

VII. 

Not far from these, three graceful columns stand, 
Their basements buried in the cumbering sand. 
Of sweet proportions and of granite rare. 
Smooth to the touch as breast of woman fidr. 
In- beauty's light resplendent, — these some Muse 
Has saved to designate, perchance, the site 
Of that museum, where, exposed to light, 
Collected lay to teach as to amuse, 
On fragile rolls inscribed by honour*d sages, 
Tautli*s mystic books, the wisdom of past ages. 
There too the original, alas ! now lost, 
Of that famed Septuagint, the proudest boast 
Of Philadelphus' reign : — still to mine eyes, 
Appalling sight I the volumed flames arise 
Fraught with those holy spoils which all deplore 
That sacred learning prize, or value ancient lore. 
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VIII. 

The rest one mass of ruins, heap on heap. 

Where at calm hour of noon jerboas sleep 

In sunny pathway. 'Tis a desolate scene. 

Where many a rude abyss obtrudes to light 

Arches of ancient brickwork, cisterns vast. 

And marble fragments in disorder cast ; 

And pediments, and columns, too, are seen 

Disjointed lying round, — a painful sight 

Such wide destruction. Rises too a pile. 

By turban'd conquerors built with boastful guile> 

Of Saracenic workmanship, where oft 

From Minar high the hoarse Mue2adn calls, 

And Echo answers from the towering walls ; 

And listless sentinel, from fort aloft. 

Sings to the breeze in dull monotonous tone. 

The red flag waving o*er him ; — yet alone 

Does man not wander here,— -at dusky hour 

Of the dim twilight oftentimes doth range 

The wily fox along, and vultures cowear - 

O'er some torn carcase. 'Tis a wondrous change 

From the gay bustle of the 'port so near. 

That, pondering, almpst strikes the soul with fear. 

IX. 

Still, pensive loitering, much I love to stray. 

Famed city, 'mong thy ruins, whilst the day 

Closes around me, there to meditate 

On lofty names allied to thy high state. 

Died Cleopatra here, who loved so well, 

Octavius, conquer'd, and his rival fell ; 

Here Alexander, Csesar, Antony, 

Heroes of lofty stamp, whose voice, whose eye. 

Of that ethereal energy partook 

That awes inferior man with scarce a look. 
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Display'd their genius vast — spoil'd sons of Fame I 
Though not unclouded their illustrious name— - 
Men who on earth rare as the phoenix rise, 
To strike the world with awe> to dazzle, and surprise — 

Men who despised command, and for a smUe 
Of wanton woman, in the buoyant hour 
Of some high festival, in Love's close bower, 
Would cast away, her favour to beguile. 
Kingdom and empire, life itself — nay more. 
Immortal fame would stake upon a throw. 
To sink in Thais' arms, or feel the glow 
Of Cleopatra's fond caresses —she 
Who held the impassion'd cup of harlotry 
To lovers' lips, with so divine a grace. 
With such a passing witchcraft in her face. 
That seem'd she Pallas to the enamour'd eye. 
Or Isis clothed in radiant majesty. 

XI. 

And other names there are the admiring bard 

May well remember, held in high regard 

By all who venerate the Christian's claim. 

By all who deem that priests may merit iame. 

Here Athanasius, by the Spirit led, 

Pour'd forth his anathema on the head 

Of the proud Arian, — here his fervid soul 

Stood like a rock defying hell's control ; 

In every sense an hero, bold, inspired. 

Who scorn*d all danger, and, whose bosom fired 

With the great work intrusted to his hands, 

March'd on with equal pace, though hostile bands 

On every side their wicked warfare wage, 

And dared confront a tyrant in his rage ; 

And when at last by persecution driven, 
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Outcast on earth, denied the way to heaven. 
Thy sheltering waters, Nile! around him rose, . 
And saved the victim from a host of foes. 

XII. 

Enough of ancient times ; now cast we down 

A hasty glance upon the modern town, 

On Heptistadium built, a strip of sand 

That joins the isle of Pharos to the land, «. 

Where Julius fought on that immortal day 

When press'd by fate he plunged into the sea*— i * 

A motley town, where Turks, Jews, Arabs meet,- 

And bent on gain its rising commerce greet ; 

Where strangers crowd of every sect and race. 

That make a second Babel of the place; 

Where virtue blooms almost as verdm^ rare. 

And vice spreads like miasma through the air. 

Winning its subtle way — the Arab's guile. 

The crafly Levantine's base servile smile. 

The Turk's presumptuous cruelty, the bile 

Of wrangling Jew that woos the shady waU, 

The city's fame of old may well recall ; 

Man looks on man but as a welcome prey, 

Atkd thoughtless of their end speeds on the unUoshing day. 

XIII. 

Yet warning want they not ; full oft gaunt Death 

Hovers around with pestilential breath. 

And strikes his helpless victims : — nought can save 

Him who imbibes the poison, from the grave ; 

To-day all cheerful, light, and full oi mirth. 

And but to-morrow buried in the earth ; 

Soon as attacked, deserted — not a friend 

To watch with soothing eye his fearful end, 

Nor pay the last sad offices, but all 

His presence shun with horror, whilst his fall 
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Seems of their own the prelude ; — here the bride 
Sinks blighted down, but late her husband's pride; 
And many an orphan wails a parent's doom, 
And many an infant sinks untimely to the tomb. 

XIV. 

Away from such a place on wings of speed ; 

Better to commune with the learned dead. 

Men who had minds — men too who deem'd us bom 

For higher ends, whose breasts with angry scorn 

Look*d down on groveling vice, who, though untaught 

To hope the Christian's meed, still eager sought 

By acts heroic to attain a name, 

Whose bosoms, panting for their country's fame. 

Despised the merit whiqh mere wealth could give, 

Happy in conscious rectitude to live. 

To virtue bow'd, contemn'd inglorious pride, 

And, when occasion call'd, as nobly died. 

XV. 

Fair Nature, too, her ample field displays 
In every clime to those who seek her ways ; 
'Tis but to choose our path where wbdom guides. 
Where God approves, 'tis folly all besides. 
A bent to follow innocent pursuits, 
Knowledge of men and manners, that uproots 
Each idle prejudice, — an humble heart. 
Content in temperance to play its part, 
A free-born spirit, health and mind at ease, 
An aptness to be pleased as to please, 
Dear friends to love, and to be loved by friends, 
'In these our sum of bliss begins and ends. 

XVI. 

What though at times the anxious mind may dwell 
On recollections, in some distant realm, 
Of earlier friends, of kindred, and may feel 
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The heart-strings tighten at the thought of them ; 

Or see, as I do ody the spires arise 

Of a loved nadve city, to mine eyes 

Unfolding all their beauty 'mid the vale 

That holds them in its bosom, where tall trees. 

In well-known clusters grouping, to the breeze 

Spread their rich foliage ; — not for this should fail 

The pilgrim in his duty, nor, unwise,' 

Pine his sad hours away in vain regret, 

Thankless, morose, on this one object set. 

But rather make account of blessings he enjoys. 

XVII. 

And though dear ties, perchance, by death be rent- 
Ties on the which our inmost soul had bent 
Its all of happiness — each comfort, bliss, 
Thought, feeling, or desire c^ life to come. 
Nay, ev*n its dreams, when fancy loVes to roam, 
Day-dreams of hope delusive ; — not for this 
Should man for aye sink down in wan despair, 
Cursing at heart heavens, earth, the sea, and air, 
That form such suffering world ; but rather strive, 
With firm and constant faith, to keep alive 
A patient spirit — haply long in vain, 
But time at length unlinks the fastest-woven chain. 
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1. 

And wc are launched upon the Nile again, 

Sailing along with fresh Etesian breeze, 

Until we reach the broad and verdant plain 

Of ancient Thebes, where still her city sees 

Crowds of admirers, *inid her temples vast. 

Lingering abroad, with thoughts bent on the past. 

There Luxor's massy columns front the sky. 

And catch in sombre majesty the eye, 

Where loose-eyed Almas now, O shame I resort. 

And sheep and goats fill up the spacious court — 

That court which kings, of old, were proud to tread, 

By white-stoled priests in awful silence led. 

To view deep mysteries depictured there. 

On sculptured walls, with more than artist's care. 

The life of Memnon, sovereign, hero, god. 

Of beasts and wretches now the mean abode. 

II. 
Yet may some studious eye delight to trace 

The wondrous history of his royal race — 

Here stands the mother-queen 'mid pious priests, 

Attentive listening to their mild behests, 

To mould her mind, imbibe religious lore, 

And make her worthy of tlie youth she bore ; 

There gives she to the light her infant boy, 

By crouching Genii hail'd with rapturous joy ; 

The mystic oval there commits to fame, 

Above the god-like child, his princely name, 

As Horus typified, — with knees there bent, 
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From sacred cow he draws his nourishment, 

Great Athor's imaged form; — his years increased. 

Now mark the youth from matron* s care released, 

Before the king his father — in his hand 

The undying Phcenix points to foreign land, 

0*er which his brilliant conquests shall extend 

Egypt's firm sway, and higher lustre lend 

To those its sovereigns had already won ; 

Behold the father's rapture o'er his son, 

His eye beneficent, his look serene. 

Spreads a warm interest o'er the parting scene. 

III. 
Now turn and Memnon view in regal power. 

The gods his throne support, and subjects cower, 

In willing homage priests with offerings bend, 

And well-earn'd joys of placid health attend 

His frugal board ; — again, with princely care, 

Observe him ministering, in awe and fear. 

Before the gods celestial, Athor, Phre, 

Mendes, Amun, and that high deity 

Osiris hight, who hath in afler days 

Absorb'd, with Isis, the attributes and praise 

Of those more ancient gods by Tauth upheld. 

For Man was credulous then, his bosom swell'd 

With meek devotion at each priestly tale; 

Were Tith3rrambo named, his limbs would fail. 

At thought of Typhon, terror-struck, he 'd bow : 

What then was Typhon deem'd, is Kali now 

O'er India's sultry realms, where ofl expire 

The suffering victims to appease her ire. 

IV. 

Yet better this than the rank infidel, 

Who nor believes in heaven, in Grod, nor hell, 
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Who blasts our hopes, who mocks at human fears, 

And him admires alone, O fool 1 who darea 

Be boldly impious — his the noxious pride. 

All rules of faith, all order to deride; 

Who sets aside religion with a nod 

Of sneering doubt, yet thinks himself a god — 

To Egypt's realm such atheist not unknown, 

Where infidelity, too deeply sown. 

Riots unblushing ; — better, surely, far 

The chains of superstition, there no bar 

Exists to happiness. Humility, 

Thou dearest, first, best gift of infancy I 

O may I aye preserve thee, still to bow, 

In conscious ignorance, in reverence low, 

Before thy shrine, O God I whose power unfurl'd 

Can save an atom, or destroy a world. 

V. 

Nor, Luxor, be thine obelisks forgot, 
Half hid their merit on a cumbrous spot. 
Yet how they rise in sculptured radiancy. 
And bare their pointed summits to the sky, 
With high and polish'd gloss, that laughs to scorn 
The modern sculptor's art, for time hath borne 
Genius of higher stamp than that which lends 
Its mimic efforts to such worthless ends 
As portraits, vases, copies infinite 
Of Vorn-out statues men still carve, in spite 
To that high merit they despair to attain; 
Their toil, their efforts, as their envy, vain ; 
While they of old, the artists, had in view 
Grandeur of form, a taste to nature true. 
And beauty in perfection, which shall last 
Till earth itself hath to destruction past. 
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Vf. 

'Mid heaps of mud-built cottages, just by, 
A broad propylon lifts its mass on h^h. 
Sculptured with scenes of battle, chariots light 
With eager warriors pressing to the fight, 
A bow in hand and quiver at their back, 
With lynx-eye watching keen the foeman's track ; 
Ardent in courage, spearmen take their way. 
Covering 'neath ample shields their close array. 
Up to a towering fortress, whence the foe 
Large stones and missile weapons furious throw. 
With desperate rage contending; others, bent 
On nobler conquest, storm the royal tent, 
Where a huge lion croudies ; Fear and Dread 
Hang o*er the camp— ^ 'mid heaps of slaughtered dead 
The giant-hero on pursues his course, 
Snort his wild horses, bounding with rapid fbrce^ 
' Such life, such spirit in their air and mien, 
That one might think 'twas Mars who held the rein. 

VII. 

Visit we next Kamak across the plain, 

Smiling with richest verdure, ripening grain, 

Where rows of andro-sphinxes indicate, 

In mutilated grandeur, the high state 

Of old Diospolis, whose ruins cast 

Ev'n still a vivid radiance o*er the past. 

Columns and temples, porticoes sublime, 

0*erpower the astonish'd senses with their vast 

And solid masses unsubdued by time. 

One fine propylon l)ove the rest doth rear 

Its splendid front aloft, superior far 

To aught that Rome, or Greece, or earth can claim 

Of ancient portal. Fain mine eye would trace 

The storied triumph there of Pharaoh's race, 
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Memnon, Vocchoris, Amasis, or name 

Above them all, Sesoetris, who led on 

His conquering troops to Scythia*8 northern zone ; 

But that its sculpture plainly marks the hand 

Of stranger-king, who since hath ruled the land. 

VIII. 

Here too, Kamak, thy glorious temple rears 

Its pile, the wonder of past circling years. 

Tread lightly, traveller, tread, nor 'dare disturb 

The awful silence of this solemn scene : 

If thou have passions, learn them here to curb. 

And banish from thy mind all earthly spleen. 

How truly grar.d this lofty colonnade 

That greets majestic the admiring eye, 

Each pillar casting back its sombre shade, 

While all beyond lies open to a sky 

Still, blue, serene, and placid as when first. 

In pure perfection, it from chaos burst I 

What endless mines are here of mystic lore. 

Above, around, on every nook and face 

Of the broad columns which mine eyes explore ! 

And mark ! on yon tall capital, just by. 

That hangs as falling from its pillar'd base, 

Sits a white aged hawk, with half-closed eye, 

That seems to mourn his long extinguish'd race. 

IX. 

Where now the crowds that lifted up their hands 
Before his golden shrine so much revered ? 
Where now the honours of his niitred head ? 
Where the bald-headed priests and youthful bands, 
With peals of music, standards high uprear'd. 
The long procession through these aisles that led ? — 
Arc they not number d with the silent dead ? 
Gone to that rest to which wc all must go, 
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Who have to tread this rarying scene of woe ? 
Soon fly our infant years, our youth a gleam. 
And manhood lingers but a little space. 
And age the ending of a sickly dream : 
Passeth thus quick away race after race ; 
And ev*n this noble edifice at last 
Must crumble into dust ere all be past. 

Hail to thee, lonely valley of the dead I 

Compassed with rugged mountains, where the tread 

Of man is rarely heard, save his who roams 

From foreign lands to visit thy lone tombs— 

Tombs of long perish'd kings, who thus remote 

Their sepulchres have set in barren spot, 

Where not a blade of verdure ever grew : 

To me thou hast a charm for aye that's new, * 

For I have cast, for days, weeks, months, my lot 

Among thy rocks secluded <— oft at night 

Hath the still valley met my awe-struck sight. 

Lighted by silver moon that seem'd to cast 

A lingering look upon thy ** antres vast," 

While many a blast blew, not unmix'd with dread. 

That bore, methought, a chiding from the dead. 

XI. 

And I have waked at morn, or e'er the sun 
Had shook his tresses o'er the mountain's height. 
While, from behind its mass obscure and dun. 
Upwards in streaming rays shot forth the light; 
And mark'd with thrilling joy the god uprear 
His splendid countenance, all bright and clear,. 
Above its lofly summit ; and have stood 
Braving his noontide force, when in a flood 
Of furious heat he raged o'er hill and plain ; 
At eve, enamour'd of his beams, again 
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Return'd to watch his golden car decline 

In purple glory, casting round a glow 

On mountain, valley, rock, and cliff below. 

That made them like to gems and rubies shine ; 

Then, lost in admiraUon, there have stay'd, 

Till, like a pageant, all had vanished into shade. 

XII. 

To-day is bom a plant, to-morrow dies, 

And holds no lasting value in our eyes. 

But springs up last year's favourite, and each hour 

Adds renovated beauty to its flower. 

Yon sycamore, with grey trunk spreading wide, 

Hath for long ages past withstood the tide 

Of wind and weather, and its full broad shade 

Becomes a part of the still, smiling glade ; 

The father's father there a refiige found, 

And his son's son may shelter on the ground, 

By its close leaves o'ershadow'd : — thus the Sun 

Is as a parent, that, each circling year, 

Takes stronger fastening and becomes more dear. 

Is as a part of us, — his welcome ray 

Hath lighted up, from earliest time, the day ; 

And friends remote, and ancestors long gone, 

Flave felt his beams benign, and blest the Sun. 

XIII. 

Can I then wonder that, in the olden day, 
When Fiction o'er the senses held her sway. 
Frail man to thy bright orb should bend his knee, 
Thou first-created, grandest mystery I 
The world gets wiser now, a flaming star 
Hath from the West its radiance shot afar 
O'er India's realms, shall dissipate the cloud 
Of darkness that enwraps her servile crowd ; 
Soon shall its influence scatter to the wind 
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The follies, errors, horrors that still blind 

Her Brahmin-tutor'd children, as, of jore. 

In Egypt's clime ; for not, in ancient lore, 

A rite, a practice, monster, god, or fiend. 

But finds its votaries still in credulous land of Ind. 

XIV. 

And, of such mystic fancies, in the range 

Of these deep-cavern'd sepulchres are found 

The wildest images, unheard of, strange. 

Striking, uncouth, odd, picturesque, profound. 

That ever puzzled antiquarian's brain ; 

Prisoners, of different nations, bound and slain, 

Genii with heads of birds, hawks, ibis, drakes. 

Of lions, foxes, cats, fish, frogs, and snakes. 

Bulls, rams, and monkeys, hippopotami 

With knife in paw suspended from the sky ; 

Gods germinating men, and men turned gods, 

Seated in honour, with gilt crooks and rods ; 

Vast scarabsi, globes by hands upheld 

From Chaos springing, 'mid an endless field 

Of forms grotesque — the sphinx, the crocodile. 

And other reptiles from the slime of Nile, 

Might furnish out amusement for a year 

To one whose nerves could dare withstand the sneer 

Of carping critic, prompt with eager haste 

To sweep the wretch away for such ignoble taste. 

XV. 

Hath not a learned Sage, who lays down rules 
From nortliern Athens, said, we all are fools 
Who study ancient lore, or seek to know 
How men went on a thousand years ago ? 
That, to speak candidly, for his own part. 
He does not care a fig (cold, cold his heart I) 
For what the ancients were, when Abraham took 
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His journey into Egypt — that to look 

For illustration of the Holy writ 

'Mong modem Arabs, shows strange want of wit? 

Such axioms wise, pour'd forth by such a wight. 

Must, I should think in charity, be right ; 

But then it follows that, for Sage like this, 

A Van-Diemen's-Land were perfect bliss. 

XVI. 

I am not of such stuff; I love to trace 

From earliest history the human race, 

Dear to my heart the patriarchal life, 

Heaven-favour'd Abraham, his good churlish wife, 

And all those usages, to nature true, 

Which Arabs still on Jordan's banks pursue — 

The sweet simplicity of Joseph's tale. 

His brethren's jealousy, his cruel sale 

Into a land of bondage, his high rise. 

The favour that he found in Pharaoh's eyes, 

His early wisdom, and his tenderness 

On haply learning Jacob's deep distress — 

Is tale so genial to the land of Nile 

That it may well a leisure hour beguile ; 

And hours like these, in spite of critic's wrath, 

Are not the worst, by far, we pass on eartli. 

XVII. 

I hate statistics, hate the very name ; 
Let them their honours due in ciUcs claim ; 
There, let bold schemers, with improved machines, 
Make men rest single to increase their means. 
And, calculating, crush each opening germ 
Of native feeling — all things have their term. 
I love not cows in stables, calves that ne'er 
Are doom'd to see the sun from year to year, 
Thanks to promoters of the Glasgow school, 
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Who will that beasts, like mep, should live by rule. — 

Green fields, and grazing cattle that adorn 

The glowing landscape, mountains, woods, and caves. 

And trickling waters, in some nook forlorn. 

Where rarely foot of man intrusive laves. 

And sunny rocks, and rivers gliding by, 

And old grey temples, full of mystery. 

In every dale and glen, that charm the eye. 

As in thy valley, Thebes I 'mid these my soul 

Enjoys sensations 'bove the world's control. 

Dwells on the past, imlocks great Nature's store, 

And feels the rankling ills of life no more. 

XVIII. 

And thus full many a line might I prolong. 

Dwelling on themes Uke these ; my wajrward song 

Might lead the traveller on, with weary step. 

Up the steep mountain's side, a toilsome trip. 

And there, stretch'd out beneath his vision, show 

A scene might make the coldest bosom glow : 

Os'mandyan column^ and colossi vast. 

That o'er the plain their long clear shadows cast ; 

And those high walls, devoted to the Sun, 

By great Sesostris ages back begun : 

Whose glorious form, in battle fierce display'd. 

Firm, like Apollo, stands in might array'd ; 

And thy small temple, Isis, and the glade. 

Sacred to thee, where many a tomb is laid 

Open to vulgar eye by spoilers' hands ; 

And Goomou's outcast village, where their bands, 

*Mid hollow caves and dead-men's bones, repose. 

But night is near, and hastens to its close 

This desultory strain — is burst the spell, 

And nothing lefl me but to say. Farewell I 
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XIX. 

In truth, it is a bitter thing to part 

From friends we love — it leaves upon the heart 

A sad and sickening void to say, Farewell. 

With fond emotion see the bosom swell 

Of those we quit, the agitated mien. 

The troubled eye, that speaks the mind's deep pain, 

To press the hand that we no more may press. 

Then turn away, in utter wretchedness, 

In almost detestation of a life 

So full of inward struggling, abject strife — 

These are the pangs that aggravate our doom. 

And reconcile us to the oblivious tomb. 

XX. 

And so, loved valley, do I part from tliee. 

For I have pass*d full many a pleasant hour 

Amidst thy tombs and temples, which have power 

To raise up in the mind bright imagery 

Of times remote, of nations now no more. 

Whose memory lives but in the ancient lore; 

Thy every tree, and rock, and monument. 

Or mountain gilded with the ruddy glow 

Of parting sun, at eve, in soilness blent 

With the Nile's azure, and the plain's warm green, 

Thrills to my soul, with thoughts of what has been — 

A voice that calls me to the shades below — 

XXI. 

The voice of one, on earth a more than friend, 
A guardian spirit now, who oil doth lend 
Her gentle influence to compose my mind. 
When cares corrode and angry passions blind : 
Nor long the time ere we shall meet again, 
Oh, never more, beloved ! I trust, to part, 

2b2 



420 EGYPT. 

Past every shade of sorrow, every pain, 
That with thine image lingers round my heart, 
Still weeping for thy loss, still desolate. 
Nor half resign*d to this last blow of fate : 
Then come, dear angel, at the hour of death. 
Close up mine eyes, and take my parting breath, 
Wafl me, on wings of hope,* with thee to heaven. 
And, with our children blest, be all forgiven I 
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Abba Asfe, monaat^ry of, i. XiS 

Abdallah, Bashaw, arrangements or, i, US 

Abha, hospitality of the inhabitants of, i. 107 

Abuhasubtia, eiagulai- convent of, i. 112 

Abydos, arched chambers of, ii. 184 

Abyssioia, letter from the Emperor of, to the King of Great 
Britain, i. 141 ; Mr. Salt's mission to the Court of, 142, 
ii. 290; presents to the King of, i. 48; agriculture iu, 
194; state of religion in, 242, 290, 320 ; proposed distri- 
bution of the Scriptures in, 322 ; civil commotions in, 
481 ; ii. 104; designs of Mohammed AH on, 177 

Abyssinian Wanderer's Lament, the, i, 363 

Addowa, Mr. Salt's hospitable reception at, i. 119 j appear- 
ance of the mountains of, 193 

Aden, voyage to, i. 172 ; some account of the town of, 17Si 
ancient Turkish towers near, 174; perilous excursion to 
view them, 175 

Adulic insrription, i. 301. 307 

Adults, visit to the ruins of, i. 92, 93 

Agora, town of, i. 204 

Agows, their personal appearance, i. 805 

Aleppo, fatal effects of an earthquake at, ii. 206 ; prophecy 
respecting, 207 ; account of it, ib. 21C 

Alexander, Emperor of Russia, barbarities sanctioned by, ii. 
200 

Alexandria, Mohammed Ali'a alterations at, i. 452; arrival 
of Lord Valentia at, 133 ; antiquities at, 454 ; description 
of Mr. Salt's house at, 467 ; removal of the head of the 
younger Memnon to, ii. 32 

Al Hammoum, laborious undertaking of, ii. 76 

Alii Govgta, an Abyssinian chief, I 181 ; his disappoint* 
ment, 185 

AUi Manda, his mission to the Has of Abyssinia, i. 181 

Amba Manut, importunities of the villagers at, i. It 

Amda Sion, reign of, i. 298 

Amphila, survey of the islands of, i. 182 
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AntalOy interview with the Ras of, i. 113; his hospitable 

reception, 114; conversation with him, 115 ; his altered 

conduct, 116 
Antelope, the, crnise of, i. 82 ; anchors off the island of 

Dhalac-el-Kiheer, 84 ; desertion of her crew at Mocha, 85 
Apothecary, Italian, extraordinary journal of an, ii. 164 
Arkeeko, attempted impositions at, i. 97* 190 
Ascari, their insolence and rapacity, i. 98 
Asceriah, an inhospitable place, i. 106 
Assauli^ ascent of the mountain of, i. 226 
Attachment, early, force of, i. 51 
Azum, examination of antiquities at, i. 1 20 ; the church at, 

121. 125 ; Greek inscription in, 126; visit to the niios ol, 

220. 274 
Ay to Guebra, hospitality of, i. 112 



B. 

Bacuffa, fabulous life of, i. 314 

Bahamegash Subhart, cordial reception of, i. 107 

Bankes, Mr. accompanies Mr. Salt on an excursion ioto 
Upper Egypt, i. 488 ; his second visit to Egypt, iL 52 ; 
his discoveries at Thebes, 118. 189 ; a most agreeable 
companion, 133 ; his researches at Philoe, 140 

Banks, Sir Joseph, his recommendation to Mr. Salt, L 485 ; 
correspondence of Mr. Salt with him, ii. 165 ; his opposi- 
tion to the Consul, 301 ; sarcastic letter of, 303 ; reply of 
Mr. Salt to, 305 ; his letter to the Earl of Mountnorris, 
320 

Barker, John, computation of, ii. 2 1 6 

Beechey, Mr. (Secretary to Mr. Salt,) iL 8, 9, 10. 14. 16 ; 
Mr. Salt's directions to, 20 ; extract of a letter from, 26 ; 
assists Belzoni, 34, 36 ; copies the paintings in the King's 
Tombs, 56. 133 

Belmore, Lord, extract of a letter from, i. 487 ; his 'invita- 
tion to Mr. Salt, 488 ; his excursion into Nubia, iL 43 ; 
arrives at Thebes, 45, 46 

Belzoni, Mr. some account of, i. 489 ; his conduct towards 
Mr. Salt, 491 ; his merits and exertions, 492 ; his extra- 
ordinary mental and bodily powers, 493 ; plain statement 
of facts respecting his treatment of Mr. Salt, ii, 1 ; ex- 
tract from his letters, 6, 7 ; IV^r. Salt's remuneration of, ib. ; 
refutation of his statements, 9 ; unjustifiable conduct of 
the Deftardar Bey towards, 1^0 ; Salt's correspondence 
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will), 7. 13; removes his EuitiquiUes froDi Tliebea to 
Cairo, 17; resides in Mr. Salt's house at Cairo, IS; 
liis discovery of the Pyramid of Cephreoes, 19; liis 
reconciliation with Mr. Salt, ib. ; his want of candour, 
21; colossal statuea discovered by, 22; shameful at- 
tack upon him at Carnak, S3; dissatisBed with Mr. 
Salt, 24; clue to his singular conduct, S6 ; memo- 
randum of bis agreement with Mr. Salt, 27; important 
and interesting discoveries of, 31 ; his removal of the 
head of the younger Memuon from Thebes to Alexandria, 
32; his Herculean labours at the Temple of Ipsnmbul, 33; 
difficulties of the undertaking, 34; his discoveries at 
Thches, 36 ; his second visit to the Temple at Ipsambul, 
ib. ; opens six tombs at Bibau-El-Moluck, 37 : his Jea- 
lousy ol' Mr, Salt, 45 ; removes his antiquities from Thebes 
to Cairo, 46 ; his protracted stay in that city, 59 ; opens 
the Pyramid of Cephrencs, 60; his fracas with Drovetli's 
agents, Ud; assertions of, 192: remarks on his conduct 
towards Mr. Salt, 210; ofiers bis services to the British 
Museum, 309 

Berenice, cost of the expedition to, ii. 83 

Bertie, Admiral, application made to, i. 166 

Biban-El-Moluck, tombs discovered at, ii. 37 ; account of 
them, 38 

Bidwell, T. jun. obligations of Mr. Salt to, i. 462 

Bisan, monastery of, i. ZS.J 

Boghoz, Mr. (the Pasha's interpreter,) i. 468 

Bokty, Mr. resides with Mr. Salt, ii. 15S 

Bologna, painters of, i. 435 

Bombay, Mr. Salt's interview with the Governor of, i. 87 

Boulak, tower at, i. 466 

Briggs, Mr. (a friend of Mr. Salt's,) ii. 111. 114; proposes 
to remove an obelisk to England, IIS. 120 

Brind-feast, given by the Ras, i. 314 

British and Foreign Bible Society, propose to distribute the 
Scriptures in Abyssinia, 322, 346 

British Museum, collection of Egyptian antiquities and curi- 
osities for the, i. 485. ii. 53 ; collection sent by Mr. Salt 
to, 178. 238; iU transactions with Mr. Salt, 295 

Brodie, Mr. attends Mr. Salt, i. 360 

Broiigbton, Henry, Esq. (one of Mr. Salt's executors,} i. 235. 
S49 

Brown, G. A. Esq. his correspondence with Bingham Itich- 
ards, Esq. ii. 365. 967 

Bruce, Mr. remarks on the statements of. i. 121- 193. 1D6. 
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202. 220. 262. 283. 284. 302. 804. 310. 312. 314, 315. 
316 ; negotiation respecting his MSS. 322. 330. 346 

Burckhardt, Mr. his enterprising character, L 489 ; ii. 3 ; par- 
ticulars respecting his death, 39 ; his interesting paper on 
Egypt, 141 

Butt, Alice, married to Thomas Salt, i. 2 

— — The Rey. George, i. 3 

The Rev. T. S. his intimacy with Lord Valentia, i. 

60 ; his epitaph on Mr. Salt, ii. 287. 

C. 

Cairo, excursion to the Pyramids of, L 132 ; residence of 
Belzoni at, ii. 18; prevalence of the plague at, 138. 227; 
Mr. Salt's illness at, 151 

Caledon, Lord, his improvements at the Cape of Grood Hope, 
i. 164; visit of Mr. Salt to, 400, 401 

Canning, Mr., Lord Valentia's visit to, i. 141 ; official letter 
from, respecting Mr. Salt, 142; his permission to Mr. 
Salt to return to England, ii. 218, 219. 238. 

Cape of Grood Hope, arrival of Mr. Salt at, i. 69 ; agreeable 
society at, 163 

Carli, visit to the caves of, i. 89 

Castlereagh, Lord, letters to, i. 404; appoints Mr. Salt Con- 
sul-General, 405 ; his refusal of Mr. Salt's request, 484 ; 
which is renewed, ii. 169, 170; grants it, 171, 172 

Cathedral at Litchfield, descrihed, i. 271 

Caves, near the Pyramids, explored by Captain Caviglia, ii. 
92 

Caviglia, Captain, merits of, i. 493 ; his researches among 
the Pyramids, ii. 43 ; his adventurous and enterprising 
spirit, 64; sketch of his career, 65 ; his discoveries among 
the Pyramids at Ghizeh, 65 ; his descent into the well, 
66 ; awful situation of, 68 ; his return to Cairo, ib. ; deter- 
mines to pursue his discoveries, 69 ; difficulties of the 
undertaking, 70, 71 ; assisted by Mr. Salt, ib.; great pro- 
gress made by, ib. ; his prospect of success, 72 ; arrives at 
a spacious chamber, 73 ; clears out the Queen's chamber, 
76 ; further discoveries made by, 78 ; his examination of 
Ruins and Tumuli on the banks of the Nile, 80 ; explores 
the Mausoleums, 84 ; statues found by, 85 ; examines the 
Catacombs in the vicinity of the Pyramids, 92 ; his exca- 
vation of the Sphynx, 96 ; Mr. Salt's account of his dis- 
coveries, 98 ; laborious undertakings of, 101 ; attacked by 



ophthalmia, ib,; gratilude of, 102; liis generosity, ib, ; 
iuleresting remititiB ilUcovered by, 103 
Cephreoes, deBCTiption of the opeuing of the Pyramid of, ii. 

60 
ChEunpotlion, M., observations on a recent work of, ii. gas ; 
his mode of explainiDg the hieroglyphics, 2^9 ; hia negotia- 
tion for the purchase of Mr. Salt's valuable Colk-ctiou of 
aDtiquities, 264, 26S 
Cbelicut, church at, described, i. lit; interview with the 
Ras at, 198; his kind iaquiries, 199; conference with 
him, ib. ; residence of Mr. Salt at, 20i 
Chelika Negusta, an Abyssinian chief, J. 203 
Cimba, Dr. his death, ii. 231 
Cochrane, Lord, Joins the Greeks, Ji. 269 ; hia affair off 

Alexandria, S72 
CoGBn, Mr. [Lord Valentia's servant), i. 81; sonl to the 
Rai of Abyssinia, 185; reaches Massowa, 187; reported 
death of, 403 ; his courageous conduct, 481 : vicissitudes 
of, ib.; curious anecdote respecting, 320; his letters to 
Mr. Salt, 222, 229 ; his mission to England from the Ras 
of Tigre, 270 ; his account of Uie last illness and deuth of 
Mr. Salt, 281 
Compact, extraordinary, i. 150 
Congreve, J. F. his life saved by Mr. Salt, i. 12 
CODsUble, Mr. letter from, to Mr. Salt, i. 3£6 
Corry, Captain, accurate observations of, ii. 47 
Couit, Lieutenant, appointed to command the Panther i. 90 ; 
skilful seamanship of, 94; his presence of mind, 130; 
his correspondence with Mr. Salt, 137. Ilil 
Cowan, Mr. his mission into the interior of Africa, L IGt 
Criminal otTences, punishment of, in Egypt, ii. 195 
Crocodiles, enormous, i. 210; noble specimen of one, ii. 136. 
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Darwin, Dr., nltends Mr. Salt, i. 35 ; letter of the Consul 
correspondence with Mr. 
a the Pyramid of Ghiieh, it. 



Sir Francis, i. 139; his 

Salt, ii. 136. 199 
Davison, Mr., descends the well ii 

56. 78 

Dead, on the [>ossibility of the, revisiting the earth, i 
Deftardar Dcy, his conduct towards Belzoni, ii, 10 
Dekki, inscription on a temple ul, ii. 116 
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Devra Damo, description of the mountain of, i. 1 92 
Dhalac-el-Kibeer, survey of the island of, i. 84 
Dixan, some account of the town of, i. 105. \2S 
Dofter Esther, a learned man of Chelicut, i. 20S. 220 
Dongola, horses of, ii. 172. 266; difficnlty of penetratiug 

the interior of Egypt, from, 213 
Dreams, remarkable, i. 52 
Drovetti, his valuable collection of antiquities, i. 472; ii. 

25 ; fracas between him and Belzoni, 115 
Duncan, Mr. (Governor of Bombay), his politeness towards 

Mr. Salt, i. 87 
Du Tertre, his beautiful collection of Egyptian drawings, ii. 

48. 

E. 

Eagles, two shot, i. Ill 

Edinburgh, Mr. Salt's visit to, i. 402 

Egypt, plague in, ii. 188; want of polite female society in, 

148; political events in, 175; remarks on the office of 

Consul in, 194 ; punishment of criminal offences in, 195 ; 

political affairs of, ItiOO 
" Egypt," poem entitled, by Mr. Salt, ii. 887 
Egyptians, ancient, remarks on the colouring of the, ii. 48. 

55 ; observations on their paintings, 88 ; on the sculpture 

of the, 299 
Elephanta, excavations around the Nileometer at, ii. 186 
Ellwood, Mrs., her account of her introduction to Mr. Salt, 

ii. 181 
Epitaph on F. S. Gambier, by Mr. Salt, i. 379 
Esne, discoveries in the temple at, ii. 140. 

F. 

Farington, Joseph, Esq. instructs Mr. Salt in painting, i. 14; 

his gentlemanly character, 21 
Fire-works, danger from, i. 216 
Florence, Mr. Salt's residence at, i. 435 
Forbin, Mr., his purchase of ancient statues, ii. 8 
France, state of political affairs in, i. 421 
Freemantle, Admiral, i. 432 
French, character of the, i. 426 
Friendship, constancy of Mr. Salt's, i. 52 
Fuseli, Mr., his singular promise to Lavater, i. 151. 
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Galla Ox, or Sanga, erroneously described by Bruce, i. 196 

Gumbier, F. S. (a nephew of Lord Ganibier.) iiis dealh, i. 
376; Mr. Sail's epitaph on, 377 

Gecz and Arabic languages, remarks on, i. 241. 252 

Genater, the capital of the district of Agawnie, i. 1 10 

Geneva, state of society at, i. 439 

Genevese, character of the, i. 4S8 

Gbizch, discoveries of Captain Caviglia among the Pyramids 
at, ii. 65 

GIbba, beautiful situation of, i. 196 

Glover, Mr., instructs Mr. Salt in water-colour drawing, i. 14 

Goodar, impracticability of a journey inlo, i. 1 99 

Gordon, Captain, his enterprising character, ii. SOS ; fate of, 
ib.: assisted by Mr. Salt, 211 : difficulty of his undertak- 
ing, 212 

Gournou, colossal statues discovered at, ii. 21 

Greek inscription, at Adowa, i. 220 

Guido, remarks on the paintings of, i. 435. 

H. 

Hadjec,AHi, sent with letters to Abyssinia, i. 178; his account 
of bis disasters, 180 

, Hamet, his misconduct, i. 117. 118. 

Halee, iniiuiries respecting a rood from, to Zoola, ii. 106 

Halls, Miss, (niece of Mr. Salt,) letters of Mr. Salt to, ti. 41. 
126. 103 

Halls, Thomas, his first acquaiutaince with Mr. Sail, \. 15 ; 
Ills intimacy with him, 23 ; his advice to him, 24 : letters 
of Mr. Salt to, on his mother's illness, 3. 33 ; oo her 
death, 34 ; and on procrastination, 55, 56 ; on his arriving 
at the Cupe of Good Hope, 70 ; Mr. Salt's visit to, on his 
return from Abyssinia, 135 ; letters to, from Mr. Salt, 170. 
344. 358. 366, 367. 369. 371. 373, 374. 377. 380. 393. 
418. 439. 442. 445; il. 111. 166. 216; his picture of 
the raising of Jairus's daughter. 3G6. 369: letter of Mr. 
Beechey to, 26 ; invited by Salt to go to %ypt, ii. 62 ; 
Mr. Salt's papers and MSS. bequeath^ to, 215 

Hamilton, William, Esq. correspondence of Mr. Salt with, i. 
439.451.457; ii. 114. 189. 189.203. 236. 298.314,315; 
his observations on Ji^ptian paintings, 88 ; • his letter to 
Sir Joseph Banks, 319 

Hamhainrao, dreudful storm U, L 100 

Hazotta triljc, difference with a pliicf of the, i. \Qt : speech 
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of an old man of, 103 ; alarm caused by a party of the^ 

224 
Head, Major, his journey across the Pampas, L 319 
Heber, Bishop, on the possibility of the dead revisiting the 

earth, i. 151 
Hellas, the, commanded by Lord Cochrane, ii. 272 
Hieroglyphics on the Mausoleums on the banks of the Nile, 

ii. 81 ; deciphered by Dr. Young, 116 ; and by M. Cham- 

poUion, 239 
Hippopotamus hunt on the banks of the Tacazze, i. 208 ; 

immense one killed at Damietta, 489 ; ii. 130 
Holcar's army, devastation caused b^, i. 88 
Holworthy, Mr., his acquaintance with Mr. Salt, i. 9 
Hoppner, Mr., the painter, i. 24; Mr. Salt becomes his 

pupil, 26 ; his kindness to Mr. Salt, 27 ; meets with an 

accident, 29 ; improvement of Mr. Salt under, 43 
Horns of an Ox, immense, i. 197 
Hydra, expedition to, ii. 273* 

I. 

Ibrahim Sheik, i. 493 ; his death, 495 

Idris, Nayib, cruel mandate of, i. 180 ; inquiries respecting, 

479 
Ipsambul, extraordinary discoveries of Belzoni in the temple 

at, i. 494 ; ii. 6. 10. 33; second visit to, 36 ; drawings of 

the remains at, 122 
Irby and Mangles, Captains, remarkable discovery of, ii. 72 
Irish, hospitable character of the, i. 398 
Italv, Mr. Salt's tour throughi i. 429 ; delightful climate of, 

449. 

J. 

Jacob, Messrs., permission granted them to trade to Abys- 
sinia, i. 141 ; vessel fitted out b;{ them to the Ked Sea, 
146 ; remarks on the speculatiou, 232 ; their kindness to 
Mr. Salt, 266 

Jidda, voyage to, i. 130 

Jowett, Mr., his friendly offices to Peaice, ii. 109; extract 
of a letter from, 154. 

K. 

Kabitzict, M., assists Captain Caviglia in his researches 
among the' Pyramids, ii. 65. 69 
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Karnac, didcovcries of Bclzoni at, ii. 7 
Keys, Cnptiiin, (co mm binder of the Antelope), 1, 8:^ 
Kings, Tombs of llie, at Thebes, ilescribed by Mr. Salt, ii 
46 ; beauty of tbe paintings in, S5 ; models of the, 168. 



La Fuentes, M., accompanies Captain Caviglia in his dis< 

coveries among the Pyramids, ii. 65. 69 
I^hadj, ancient remains near, i. 176; introduction to the 

Sullaun at, 177 
Laing, Malcolm, Esq., M, P. on the statemenla of Bruce, i. 

£84 
Lane, Mr., his progress in Arabic, ii. 27S 
Latikia, effects of an earthquake at, ii. £09 
Leake, Col., letter of Mr. Salt to, ii. SIO 
Ifbolo and Rosignani, their attack on Belzoni, ii. K3 
Lee, Mr., (British Consul at Alexandria,) ii. 156, 159 ; Mr. 

Salt's letter to, 183 ; hie death, 226. 231!. 234, 235 
Lee, Mrs., (Widow of the late Consul In Alexandria), ii. 148 
Leydeo, Dr., death of, i. 317 
Life on shipboard, described, i. 71 
Linant, M., a clever artist, ii. 122. 133; drawings and 

sketches made by, 184, S04; purchases a valuable papyrus 

for Mr. Banks, 206 
Lisseyrg, P.. his letter to Mr. Salt, i. 342 
Utchfield, visit of Mr. Salt to, i. I3P. 266 
Littledale, Mr. Justice, an amusing companion, i. 41S 
London, fascinations of, i. 48 

Louvre, removal of the pictures and statues from, i. 425 
Ludotf, M., his edition of the Psalter, i. 324 
Lushington, Mrs. Charles, her observations op the Tombs of 

the Kings at Thebes, ii. 57 ; her disappointment at Salt's 

death, 182. 



Mackintosh, Sir James, i. 231 

Madden, Mr., attends Mr. Salt at the period of bis death, ii 

282 : opens the body of Mr. Salt, 286 
Maitland, Sir Thomas, his view of the affairs of Egypt, i 

443 ; promise of, 470 
Makooa tribes, deformity of the women of the. i. 1 7 1 
Malta, injury sustained oy antiquities ar, i. 487 
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Marian, the, encounters a violent storm, i. 155 ; her perikHis 
situation in Table Bay, 165; sails from Mosambique for 
the Red Sea, 172 $ anchors in Mocha roads, 178 ; arrives 
at Massowa, 187 ; danger of, 281 ; reaches Penzance, ib. 

Market, Bosworth, progress of Mr. Salt at the school there, 
i. 9, 10 

Mary*s Birthday, lines on, i. 414 

Massowa, advice respecting, i. 188 

Mausoleums, on the banks of the Nile, iL 82 ; description of 
their internal structure, 84; supposition of Mr. Salt re- 
specting, ib. ; statues discovered in, 86 

Maxfield, Lieut., illness of, i. S5 ; appointed* to the Assaye, 
90 

Memnon, the Younger, removal of the gigantic head of, i. 
489 ; presented to the British Museum, ii. 82 ; its arrival 
at Malta, 53 

Milo, description of a theatre of white marble discovered at, 
i. 455, 456 

Minerva, temple of, at Milo, i. 460 

, the, sails for India, i. 69 

Missett, Major, (British Consul General at Alexandria), i. 
183; resigns his office, 403, 404. 451 ; misfortune of, 455; 
entertains Mr. Salt, 465 

Mocha, arrival of the Antelope at, i. 83 ; and of the Panther, 
91 

Mohammed Ali Pasha, his reception of Lord Valentia, i. 
132 ; prosperity of his dominions, 445 ; his alterations at 
Alexandria, 452; request of, 458. 470; his gracious re- 
ception of Mr. Salt, 466 ; influence of the G[>nsul with, 
469; his liberality, ii. 102; his designs on Abyssinia, 108; 
his present to Sir Sydney Smith, 114; grand expedition 
of, 176. 180: requests to be furnished with two frigates, 
189; critical situation of, 198; his policy towards the 
Turks, 241 

Moon, soubriquet of the, i. 40 

Moonlight, march by, i. 98 

Moore, Sir John, sufferings of a division of the army of, i. 

159 
Morgan, Mrs., (sister of Mr. Salt), i. 267 ; letters from her 

brother, 447; ii. 121.227 
— — , Simon, (surgeon at Litchfield), i. 5 
, Miss Jane, correspondence of Mr. Salt with, ii. 247. 

255 
Morton, Lord, horses purchased for, ii. 246. 257. 265 
, his letter to tne Earl of Mountnorris, ii. 172 
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Mosambique, hospitality of the Governor oi 

trade at, 1 C8 ; eeclusion of the ladies at, 1 1 1, 
MouDtnorris, Earl of, his death, i. 469 
. , (late Viscount Valentia), corrtspon- 

dence of Mr. Sail with, i. 4G:) ; ii. 4S. ISO. 169. 164. 175. 

SIS. 824. 260. 311; commissions Mr. Suit to purchase 

ancient coins, 4C5. 47S ; his Hberality to Pearce and 

Cotlin, 48S ; letter of Lord Castlereagh to, 484; injury 

sustained by antiquities sent to him, 486 
Mugga, inhospitable treatment at, i. 195 
Mummies, difficulty of transporting, to Europe, i. 473 
Murray, Rev. Alexander, letter to, i. 239 ; correspondence 

between him and Mr. Salt, S40. S4S. 250. 359. 260. S7S. 

S76. 296. 306. S21. 323. 328. 331. 334. 341. 345- 349, 

350 
Mustapha Aga, his friendly assurances, i. 184; interview 

with, 188. 



N. 

Nebrida Aram, kindness of, i. 120. \%% 

Negada Moosa, Mr. (Salt's conducleur), i. 105, 106 

Nile, examination of ruins and tumuli on the banks of the, 

ii. 80; extraordinary inundation of the, 131; singular 

phenomenon on the, 1S8. 



Ozzoro Tishai, visit to her, i. ]22 

A3quall,(an Abytisinian Lady,) i. 193. 



Panther, the, her cruise to the Red Sen, i. 90; arrival of at 
Morba, 91 ; reaches Arkecko, 97 : i>erilous silunlion of, 
130 
Papyrus, valuable, purchased at Elcphanta, ii. SOG 
Payez, Peter, inquiries respecting his celebrated work, i. 436 
Pearce, Nathaniel, anecdote of, 1.86; repents his former con- 
duct, 91 ; diEBculties of, 93 ; accompanies Mr. Salt on a 
mission to the Ras of Tigrc, 96 ; invited by the Ras to 
remain in Abyssinia, M\; his recommcndution to Mr. 
Salt, 189; returns from Cbelicut, 197; narnilive of his 



432 INDEX. 

adventures, 201 ; illness of, 206 ; reported death of, 487 ; 
letters from to Mr. Salt, 444. 475, 476 ; ii. 105. 144. 146. 
153 ; his adventures in Ahyssinia, 477 ; his escape from 
that country, i. 482 ; reaches Cairo, ii. 109 ; determines 
to proceed m search of Salt, ib. ; meets with Belzoni at 
Azarla, 110; arrives at £sn6, ib. ; his journals and MSS. 
187; acts as Major Domo in the CJonsular House, 145; 
his mission to Rosetta, 152 ; arrangements for his depar- 
ture for England, 154; authentic particulars respecting 
his death, 156; his funeral, 158; character of, 159; me- 
morandum of his illness and last moments, written by a 
medical gentleman, 159; liberality of Mr. Salt to, 161; 
letters of the Consul in recommendation of, 162, 163. 166 

Penrose, Admiral, his friendship for Mr. Salt, i. 464, 465 

Pensa, Miss, married to Mr. Salt, ii. 147; portrait of, 166 ; 
her death, 226 

Philoe, discoveries at, ii. 140. 186 

Phonetic alphabet, Mr. Salt's work on the, ii. 243 

Po, curious mills on the, i, 434 

Pompeii, visit to the ruins of, i. 441 

Ponaicherry, journey to, i. 81 

Portuguese army, its entry into Abyssinia, i. 303 

Power, Mr. (surgeon at Bosworth), i. 13 

Procrastination, on the danger of, i. 54. 133 

Psalter, accurate edition of the, i. 324 ; Ethiopic copies of, 
479 

Ptolemy Philopater, ii. 140 

Pyramids, Mr. Salt's Sketches and Plans of the, i. 495. 

Q. 

Quarterly Review, articles inserted in the, relative to Bel- 
zoni, 1. 492, 493 ; mis-statement in, ib. ; paper on Egypt 
in, ii. 127. 

R. 

Ras Welled Selass6, his true character, i. 201 ; his reception 
of Mr. Salt, 214 ; translation of his letters, 253. 352 ; 
reported death of, 471 ; confirmed, 481 ; civil wars con- 
sequent upon that event, ib. ii. 104 

Red Sea, the, attempt to explore the Western coast of, 
i. 82 ; voyage up, 83. 90 

Richards, Bmgham, Esq. correspondence of Mr. Salt with. 



133 

i. 413; ii. 40. 19t. S2& 239, 234. 244. 251, 2S2, iS7, 
258. 268. «72. 8.55. 857. 395. 360.; letters of G. A. 
Brown, Eiq. to, 365. 3G7 

RivingLoDB, Messrs. Salt's negotiation with tlmm Tor the 
publicution of his work, i. 3ti4 

Home, Mr. Salt'a account of his residence at, i. 436 

floisa, Mr. alarmed by thieves on the Nile, ii. 138 

Royal Academy, present aad former state of the, contnuted, 

. i. 20 

Rudland, Captain of the Bombay oi my, i. 90 ; an excellent 
sportsman, HI; accompanies Mr. Salt to the Ras of An- 
talo, 1 16 ; statioDed at Mocha, 173 ; entertains Mr. SoJt, 
178; despatches received from, 164; his death, 478 

Russia, apprehended rupture with, ii. 174. ISO. 218 ; crafty 
policy of, 198. 



Sacli, Baron, ;^reeBble society of, ii. 124. 133 

3ai-EI-Hagar; ruins at, described, i. 458 

Salsette, excurision to the island of, i. 90 

Salt, Henry, born at Lichtield, i. 1 ; some account of his 
familv and connexions, 2; his amiable disposition, 6; 
anecaote of him, 9 ; bis prog;reis at the school of Market 
Bosworth, 10; iaatrumental in saving the life of one of 
his companions, 12; attacked by ague, 13; his lessons in 
drawing, 14; sent to London as a student in portrait- 
painting, under Mr. Farington, ib. ; first acquaintance of, 
with Mr. Halls, 16; his deticiency in his profession, 17: 
pursues his studies at the Royal Academy, 19 ; embarrass- 
ing situation of, 24; placed under the tuition of Mr. 
Hoppncr, 25 ; kindness of that gentleman to him, 26 ; 
illness of his mother, 29 ; dilemma of, 30 ; detennines to 
visit her, ib; his correspondence with Mr. HalU, 31. 33, 
34.39, 40.55, 56. 70. 170. 295. 3J8. 366,367. 369.371. 
373, 374. 377. 380. 393. 429. 442. 445 ; ii. 62. 111.1 66. 
216; death of his mother,!. 34; his own dangerous illness, 
35; attended by Dr. Darwin, ib.; bis aberiaiion of mind, 
36; bis recovery, and return to London, 42; his pein- 
niary embarrassments, ib, ; commences his career as a 
porbait-painter, 43 ; determines to relinquish his profes- 
sion, 44 ; errors in bis education, 45 ; social and convi- 
vial character of, 47 ; his devotion to the fair sei. 48 : 
his first love, 50; death of the object of his affections, 51; 
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constancy of his friendship, i. 52 ; remarkable dreams of, 
ib. ; his habits of procrastination, 54. 57 ; singular combi- 
nation of energy and promptitude in his character, 58 ; 
meditates a change in his situation, 59 ; an unexpected 
opportunity occurs to him, ib. ; becomes acquainted with 
Lord Valentia, 60 ; proposes to accompany that nobleman 
to India, 62 ; his departure from London, 69 ; his account 
of his voyage to the Cape of Good Hope, 70; his arriyal 
at Calcutta, 77 ; his tours in India, 78 ; visits Ceylon, SO; 
his further excursions in the East, 8 1 ; sails for the Red 
Sea, 82 ; goes on shore at the Island of Dhalac-el-Kibeer, 
84; his residence at Mocha, 86; sails for Bombay, 87; 
sets out with Lord Valentia to visit Poonab and other 
places in the interior of India, 87 ; dreadful scene witness- 
ed by, 88 ; his drawings of the caves of Carli, 89 ; his 
excursion to the island of Salsette, 90 ; returns to Bom- 
bay, ib. ; sails for Mocha, 91 ; assists in the survey of the 
coast of the Red Sea, 92 ; his attempts to discover the 
site of Adulis, ib. ; returns to Mocha, 94 ; sent by Lord 
Valentia on a mission to the Ras of Tigre, ib. ; account of 
his adventures during the journey, 97; his arrival at An- 
talo, 112; his interview with the Ras, 113; explanation 
with him, 117 ; his journey to Adowa, 119 ; examines the 
antiquities of Axum, 120 ; quits Adowa with regret, 123; 
his confidence with the Ras re-established, 124; takes 
leave of him, 125; his journey back towards Massowah, 
126 ; joins his friends on board the Panther, 128; termi- 
nation of his first journey to Abyssinia, ib. ; sketches 
made by him during his excursion, 129 ; his perilous situ- 
ation, 131 ; arrives at Jidda, 132; his stay at Cairo, ib.; 
embarks in a canja on the Nile, and proceeds to Alexan- 
dria, 133; his return to England, 134; visits his friends 
in London, 135; his character improved by travel, 136; 
letter of Captain Court to him, 137; visits his native city, 
139; arranges his journal for the press, ib.; his second 
mission to the Court of Abyssinia, 143; his preparations 
for the voyage, 147; suddenness of his departure, 148; 
singular compact entered into by him, 150; his reported 
death, 153; his unpropitious voyage, 155; his corre- 
spondence with Lord Valentia (afterwards Lord Mount- 
norris), 155. 169. 381. 384. 386. 396. 398. 401. 405, 
406. 408, 409. 421. 430. 463. 465. 487. 493 ; ii. 40. 
120. 163, 164. 175. 179. 218. 224. 260; his unex- 
pected return, i. 157; re-embarks at Portsmouth, 158; 
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his letter to Captain Court on arriving at Madeira, 
i. ICl ; hiii reception at the Cape of Good Hope, 163; his 
detention there, 165 ; his voyage to Mosambique, 167 ; his 
sojouni at thai place, ib. ; deprecates the slave-trade, 
166 ; his account of the women of the Makooa tribes, 
171 ; his voyage to Aden, 172 ; dangerous adventure of, 
175; sets out for Lahadj, 176; his protracted stay at 
Mocha, 179 ; arrives at the Amphila Isles, ISO : receives 
letters from Pearce, advising him as to the best method of 
prosecuting his mission, 183; assurances of Mustapha 
Aga to him, 1 84 ; despatches Mr. Coffin to the Ras, ib. ; 
sails for Massowa, 1S6; joined by Coffin and Pearce, 
187: his interview with Mustapha Aga, ItiS; proceeds 
with the KaBIa to Abyssinia, 190; bis adventures on the 
route, 191 ; his description of the galla ox, 196; gra- 
ciously received by the Has at Chelicut, 196; delivers hie 
Britannic Majesty's presents to him, 200; his excursion 
to the river Tacazz6, Z03 ; arrives at Agara, S04 ; resumes 
his Journey, 206 ; his adventure on the banks of the river, 
807 ; rejoined by Pearce and proceeds to Chelicut, 210 ; 
his conferences with the Ras on the subject of his mis- 
sion, 212; bis presence of mind, 215; his departure, £18 ; 
embarks in a dow at Massowa, 229 ; reaches Mocha, ib, ; 
sails for the Cape of Good Hope, but proceeds to Bombay, 
230; his arrival there, ib. ; embarks for England, 231; 
arrives at Penzance, ib. ; results of his expedition, 292 i 
his unexpected appearance in London, 230 ; miserable 
plight of, 837; his frequent attendance at the Foreign 
Office, 238 ; his correspondence with the Rev. Alexander 
Murray on Abyssinia, 240. 246. 250. 258. 260. 27S. 276. 
296. S06 ; visiU his father, and other relatives in Lich- 
field, 266; his rambles during fai; sojourn in that town, 
271; boyish feat of, 272; returns to London, 279 ; his 
illness, 294 ; goes to Bath, for the benefit of his health, 
ib. ; arranges his papers for publication, 296 ; becomes a 
Member of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 321 ; his 
correspondence with the Rev. Mr. Murray, on the subject 
of the Ethiopic MSS. of the Scriptures left by Bruce in 
possession of his widow, ib. 323. 328. 331. 334. 941. 
345 ; returns to Lichfield, 342 ; interests himself on 
behalf of a French officer, ib. ; thrown from his horse, 
343; returns to London, 345; accompatiies Mr. Justice 
Boaanquet on a Tour to Wales, 349 ; receives an epistle 
from the Ras of Abyssinia, 350 ; letter from Mr. Con- 
ftlablc, of Edinburgli to, 356 ; undcrgoos a surgical opem- 
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tion^ i. 358 ; alarming fit of, 360 ; diverts the tedium of 
illness by writing squibs on his friends, 363; a young 
Jady*6 revenge on him, ib. ; prepares his travels for pub- 
lication, 365 ; goes to the sea-side for his health, 374 ; 
his epitaph on a nephew of Lord Grambier, ib. ; returns 
to London, 381 ; reception of his Work by the public, 
388; his correspondence with the Right Hon. Charles 
Yorke, 390; ii. 162. 168. 171; returns to Lichfield, i. 
392 ; his visit to Ireland, 394. 400 ; proceeds to Edin- 
burgh, 401; appointed Consul-General in Eg^t, 406; 
bids farewell to his family, 408 ; Lord Valentia'g invitation 
to, ib.; his attachment to a young lady at Lichfield, 
411 ; rejected by her, 412 ; his letter to Mr. Richards on 
that occasion, 413; his verses on her birth-day, 414; 
takes leave of Lord Valentia, 415 ; returns to London, 
416 ; his last interview with Mr. Halls, 417 ; proceeds to 
Brighton, ib. ; account of his embarkation, 418; his first 
letter after leaving England, 421 ; his remarks on the dis- 
turbed state of France, 422 ; his Tour through Italy, 429, 
430 ; describes his passage over the Semplon, and his ar- 
rival at Geneva, 439 ; detention of, at Malta, 442 ; his 
letter from Malta to his sister, Mrs. Morgan, 447; his 
arrival at Alexandria, 451 ; his letters to W. Hamilton, 
Esq. on the affairs of Egypt, ib. 457; describes his first pro- 
ceedings in his Consular Office, 465 ; his correspondence 
with Peaice, 476 ; death of his father, 483 ; his applica- 
tion to Lord Castlereagh for leave of absence, ib.; refused, 
484 ; property left to him, ib. ; recommendation of Sir 
Joseph Banks to, 485 ; conduct of the Trustees of the Bri- 
tish Museum towards him, 486 ; curiosities forwarded by 
him to Lord Mountnorris, 487 ; projects with Mr. Burck- 
hardt, the removal of the head of the younger Memnon 
from Thebes, 489; his first acquaintance with and kind- 
ness to Belzoni, 490 ; his account of the discoveries of that 
enterprising individual, 493 ; his plain statement of facts 
relative to Belzoni, ii. 1 ; his agreement with that gentle- 
man, 27 ; discoveries of Belzoni under his auspices, 31 ; 
his letters to Sir Francis Darwin and Mr. Richards on the 
death of Burckhardt, 39 ; his correspondence with Miss 
Halls, 41. 126. 193 ; accompanies Lord Belmore in his re- 
searches at Thebes, 45 ; his letter to Mr. Bankes on 
the subject of Theban antiquities, 53 ; eulogises the co- 
louring of the ancient Egyptians, 55; his surprise at 
Belzoni's protracted stay at Cairo, 59 ; describes the 
opening of the Pyramid of Cephrenes, 60; examines 
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the chambers io the great P^amid, iii conjuoction with Cap- 
tain Caviglia, ii. 73; describes the internal structure of the 
Mausoleums on the banks or the Nile, 64 : his account or 
the appearance of the Sphinx, after it was denuded by Ca- 
viglia, 96; contributes towards the expenses of that gentle- 
man, 102 ; invites Pearce to join him in Egypt, 105 ; absent 
pn an excursion in Upper £gypt on Pearee's arrival, 109; 
attacked by illness while there, 111; his correspondence 
with W. Humilton, Esq. 114. 1S9- 189. -ISO: and with his 
sister Mrs, Morgan, 131; and with Sir Francis Darwin, 1 36 ; 
Pearce acts as Major Domo in the Consulate House during 
his absence, 143; his estimate of Pearce' s services, 144; 
his letter to him announcing his marriage, 14G; his im- 
paired constitntion, 140; his wife's unremitting attentions to 
him during his repeated illnessesj 151; authentic paiticu I ars 
of the death of Pearce given by, 120; hislettent tohis friends 
in Eugland, detailing the death of Pearve, 162, 163, 164, 
16S- 168. 171 ; applies for leave of absence, which is grant- 
ed by Lord Castiereagh, 171 ; his inability to avail himself 
of his leare of absence, in consequence of an apprehended 
rupture with Russia, 174; his letterto Lord Monntnorris 
descriptive of political events in Egypt, 173 ; sends a large 
collection ofantiquities to the BritishMuseum, 17t<i attack- 
ed by typhus fever, 1 79 ; his conespondence with Mr. Lee, 
the British Consul at Alexandria, 183; Wa letters to Sir 
Francis Darwin on the policy of Russia, 189 : on the un- 
settled «tate of Turkey, 203 ; his account of the terrible 
earthquake at Aleppo, 207; extract of his letter to Colonel 
Leake,SIO ; Loss of his MS. work on Abyssinia, Egypt, and 
Arabia, 215; improvement in his health, 217; renews his re- 
quest for leave of absence, 319 ; his verses on the death of 
his infant, 221 ; Coffin's letters to, 222, 2SS\ his severe trials 
in 18S4, 225; death ofhia wife in child-birth, 226; parti- 
culars of that event in a letterto bis sister, 227; his inten- 
tion of visiting Europe, 232 ; composes a Poem, entitled 
"Egypt," 232; reprinted, 387 — 420; sends to England 
for publication, an Essay on Hieroglyphics, 344 ; his 
remarks on ChampoUion's explanation of the Hiero- 
glyphics, 239 ; his letter to Mita Jane F. Morgan, 
S47. S55 ; his collection of antiquities at Leghorn, 
845 ; offer of the King of France for them, 251 ; his suf- 
ferings under disease and sorrow, 255 ; fatigue of his two 
Consulates, ib. ; disposal of hie collection of antiquities to 
the King of Fr.ince, 861 ; his desiie to return to England, 
ib. ; pleasure of, at again meeting Coffin, 270; renewed 
illness of, 274 ; h\s letter to M. Santoni, ib. ; intelligence 
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of bis death, communicated in a letter to Mr. Thorbam, 
iL 276 ; particulars of his will^ 278 ; Cofl^'s account of his 
last illness and death, 281 : post-mortem examination of 
his body by Mr. Madden, 286 ; his funeral, ib. ; his mo- 
nament and epitaph, 287 ; summary of his character, and 
of the leading events of his life, 290 ; account of the trans- 
actions between him and the Trustees of the British Mu- 
seum respecting the purchase of his Collection of Egyp- 
tian antiquities, 295 

Salt, Julia (Mr. Salf s infant daughter), lines on the death of, 
ii.221 

Georgina, anxiety of Mr. Salt for, iL 229, 280. 235 

Thomas (father of Henry), some account of, i. 1 ; his 
melancholy fate, 5 ; his person described, 268 ; original 
turn of his conversation, 269 ; his laconic advice to his 
son, 402, 408 ; his death, 488 

Dr. (brother of Henry), i. 8 ; his letter to Lord Valen- 



tia on his brother's going to India, 68 
Charles, his letter to Mr. Halls, i. 88 



Samen, view of the mountains of, i. 204, 205 

SantODi, M. (Mr. Salt's agent at Leghorn,) ii. 250, 251, 

252. 262 ; last communication of Mr. Salt to, 275 ; letter 

of Mr. Thurbum to, 276 ; acquaints Mr. Richards of Salt's 

death, 279 
Sarcophagus, magnificent, discovered at Mile, i. 459 
Scriptures, proposed distribution of the, in Abyssinia, i. 822. 

824 
Semplon, description of a journey over the, i. 481. 489 
Seringapatam, arrival of Lord Valentia at, i. 82 
Shangalla, their language and manners, i. 244 
Shihsdi, alarm at, i. 109 
Ship, life on board one, i. 71 
Slave-trade, reprobation of the, i. 168 
Smith, C. C. Esq. his letter to the Rev. Alexander Murray, 

i. 289 
Smith, Sir Sydney, present of the Pasha to, ii. 1 14 
Sphinx, excavation of the, i. 498 ; ii. 96. 99 
Sporting in Abyssinia, i. 204, 205 
Storm at sea, described, i. 155 
Stratton, Maior-General Sir Joseph, ii. 45 
Stuart, Mr. disappointment of, i. 219 
Subegadis (^afterwards Ras of Tigr^), some account of him, 

i. 109 ; his abilities and courage, 482 ; request made to, 

ii. 177 
Sunset, magaiBccnt, in Abyssinia, i. 205. 
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Tacazze river, excursion to the, i. ZOS ; arrival on the banks 
of the, 1207 ; hippopotamus hunt at the, 208 

Taranta, ascent of the mountain of, i. 1 02. 1 04 

Tellez, purchase of a copy of his work, i. 437 

Thebes, extraordinary success of Belzoni at, ii. 32. 86 ; de- 
scription of the Tombs of the Kings at, 47 ; beauty of the 
paintings in, 55; Gateway, or Triumphal arch at, 113;* 
researches of Mr. Bankes at, 118. 139; models of the 
Tombs of the Kings at, 168 ; Yanni's discoveries at, 185 

Thunder-storm, tremendous, i. 195 

Thurban, Mr. his letters to M. Santoni, on the death of Mr. 
Salt, ii. 276, 277 

Tigr6, mission to the Ras of, i. 95 

Tigre-t6r, a singular disease, i. 222 

Tmai, some account of the ruins of, i. 460 

Turinga (the wife of Pearce), ii. 144, 145; her death, 153 ; 
her attachment to her native country, 155 

Turkey, remarks on the office of Consul in^ ii. 194 ; unsettled 
state of affairs in, 196. 198. 203. 



V. 

Valentia, Lord, his friendship for the Butt family, i. 3 ; his 
first acquaintance with Mr. Salt, 60 ; who deteonines to ac- 
company him to India, 62 ; letter of Dr. Salt to, 63 ; 
his departure from London and arrival at Madras, 81 ; 
proceeas from Seringapatam to Mangalorc, 82 ; his voy- 
age up the Red Sea, 83; goes on shore at Dhalac-el- 
Kibeer, 84 ; anecdote of, 85 ; his intention of visiting 
Poonah^ 87 ; quits Bombay, 88 ; returns to Mocha, 94 ; 
sends Mr. Salt on a mission to the Ras of Tigr6, ib. ; his 
departure for Jidda, 130; his proposition for opening a 
trade with the Red Sea, 140; communication of Mr. 
Canning to, 142; his correspondence with Mr. Salt, 169. 
381. 384. 386. 396. 398. 405, 406. 408. 421. 430; al- 
lusion to his Travels, 262 ; his charges against Bruce, 
283 ; his illness, 394 ; his account of the ruins at Tmai, 
460 
Vashon, Captain, offer of, i. 83 ; returns from a cruise, 86 
Venice, paintings at, i. 433. 446 ; public buildings of, 434 ; 
fallen state of, 440 
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Vernoni, Signor, attends Mr. Pearce during his illness, ii. 159, 

160 
Vertas, review of Russian troops at, i. 423 
Vesuvius^ Mount, ascent of, i. 450 
Vincent, Dr., conjectures of, i. 92 
Vision, remarkable, i. 151 
Vitmes, Comtesse de, i. 4. 

W. 

Walmasfl, Mr. Pearce recommended to apply to, ii. 1 44 
Warden, Mr. (Secretary to the Bombay Government), letter 

of, i. 471 
Weatherhead, Captain, dangerous situation of, i. 165. 230 
Wellesley, Marquess, his approbation of Mr. Salt's proceed- 
ings, i. 232 
Weltden,4Baptain, (Commander of the Minerva,) i. 69 
Werkitarve, description of the inhabitants of, i. 205 
Wodehouse, the Rev. Dr. amiable character of, i. 139. 267. 
270. 

Y. 

Yanni, ill-treated by the Arabs, ii. 12; exertions of, 183; 
his interesting discoveries at Thebes, 185 

Yasous, Baharnegash, character of, i. 227 

Yorke, Mr., his correspondence with Mr. Salt, i. 390; ii. 
162. 168. 307 ; his letter to Lord Castlereagh, 171; letter 
of Sir J. Banks to, 317 ; reply to, ib. 

Youug, Drui opinion of, i. 461 ; his explanation of hierogly- 
phics^ ii. 116 ; system of remarks on the, 117. 

Z. 

Zullah, attempted discoveries near, i. 93. 



THE END. 
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